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Phone: 314�781�1199�

www.epiphanystl.org�

Epiphany of Our Lord�

� � � � � Catholic Church�

6596 Smiley Avenue�

St. Louis, Missouri 63139�

Pastor�

The Rev. Michael Rennier�

michaelrennier@gmail.com�

�

Music Director�

Elizabeth Wildman�

�

Plant Manager�

John Ellison�

johnellison11@aol.com�

�

Parish Secretary�

Trish Nerviani�

trishnerviani@aol.com�
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Sunday Masses: 8:00 am, 10:30 am &�

(6:30 pm Mass celebrated every Sun-

day with A traditional Latin Mass 

celebrated on the 1st Sunday of 

each month at 6:30 pm.)�

�

Weekday Masses �

Monday through Friday: 8:00 am�

�

Tuesday Evening Mass: 6:30 pm�

�

Saturday Masses� 8:00 am and 4:00 pm�

�

Sacrament of Penance: �

Saturday, 7:30�7:50 am�

Sundays, 10�10:20 am & 6�6:20 pm�

Tuesdays, 6�6:20 pm OR by appointment�

�

  Baptisms: Meeting first Thursday of the�

  month.  Preregistration required.�

�

Marriages: Contact the priest at least 9 �

months prior to the wedding date.�

�

Funerals: To be arranged by contacting �

the Parish Office.�

�

Change of Address or Telephone �

Number: Please call the Parish Office.�

�

�

Bulletin Deadline: 4:00 pm Monday. �
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Thank you�to everyone who helped us decorate for Christmas. The Church, as always, looks beautiful.�

�

Epiphany Parish Breakfast and Celebration�You are invited! Join us in the gym at 11:30 am (right after Mass) on Sunday, 

January 5. We have a free, delicious breakfast. We have Bloody Marys! We have champagne! We have cake! Last year we 

had about 150 parishioners attend and we all had a great time. This year, we have a special entertainment planned. You 

don't want to miss it.�No reservation necessary.�

�

New Year's Day Mass is at 9 am. It's a holy day of obligation, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. New Year's Day is a 

Wednesday. We will also have our regularly scheduled Tuesday evening Mass on New Year's Eve at 6:30 pm. I'll celebrate 

the Solemnity that night, too, so it will count for the obligation. Remember, though, that the evening masses at Epiphany 

are more "traditional," than the morning masses.�

�

Low Mass in the Extraordinary Form � The Epiphany. Do you want your Christmas to go the full 12 days! Never fear, you 

can celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany with us at 6 pm on Monday, January 6. In the extraordinary form of the mass 

(the Latin Mass), the feast day is not transferred to Sunday, so we can celebrate it on the correct date. (Note � all our 

weekend Masses including Saturday 4 pm the 4

th

�and Sunday the 5

th

�will celebrate the Epiphany, too)�

�

Mass Explanations ��How long is Christmas?�

�

That's the million�dollar question. We know for a fact that the celebration of Our Lord's Nativity is Dec 25. After that is an 

Octave, which is a period of 8 days in which every day is celebrated as if it is still Christmas Day itself (Easter also has an 

octave. Pentecost used to but no longer does in the new calendar). Then we have a 12 day period that stretches until 

Epiphany on Jan 6 when the wise men arrive. This period is typically marked with extra celebration, but it doesn't mark 

the end of the Christmas season, though, because after that we continue to celebrate until the Baptism of Our Lord in 

mid�January. In the older calendar, the Christmas season was even longer, going a full 40 days until the Feast of the Puri-

fication on Feb 2. So when is Christmas actually over? Who knows. I guess whenever you want it to be. I say celebrate un-

til your tree is so dry that it becomes a fire hazard and you have to throw it out.�

�

Fr. Michael�

FROM THE DESK OF FR. MICHAEL�

P���
�� �� ���
���:  � ��	���� 	�	���

� “My boyfriend Jimmy and I had been going from shelter to shelter just to stay warm as winter’s chill coursed 

through us. I was with Jimmy and pregnant.”�

� Anna*�

� “On several occasions we had to deal with homelessness. I can remember sleeping on a park bench and sleeping 

at bus stops… In 2009 I discovered I was pregnant, with my daughter Mia. And prior to being pregnant with her I had 

been pregnant before. I had an abortion… So this time around I wanted to do things the right way. I wanted to choose 

life.” � Jacqueline*�

� Anna and Jacqueline* describe a plight that is too common. If anything, surveys indicate that low�income women 

are more against abortion than other women. Yet economic realities pressure many to act against their convictions. 

This has been a disturbing reality for a long time, and is getting worse.�

� In a 2005 study, 73% of women undergoing an abortion said not being able to afford a baby now was a reason for 

the abortion. That number rose to 81% for women below the federal poverty line.

1

�

And while the abortion rate for American women declined by 8% between 2000 and 2008, among poor American women 

it increased by 18%.

2 �

� Economic pressure and government abortion policy can combine to make things worse. One study found that poor 

women on Medicaid had twice the abortion rate of other women in their state. If the state’s Medicaid program paid for 

elective abortions, their abortion rate was more than four times that of other women.

3

 By offering “free” abortions, 

the government effectively places its thumb on the scale to favor death for the unborn child. By contrast, if these pro-

grams continue funding care for mothers and babies but stop funding abortion, abortions among women in the program 

decrease by as much as 35%.

4

�

� For many years policymakers have debated whether we should reduce abortions by fighting poverty or by passing 

pro�life laws. The question is misplaced. It is not a matter of either/or, but of both/and. We need to address both pov-

erty and bad abortion policies.                                                                                                    Continued on page 3�
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Annual Roe v. Wade Memorial Mass & Prayer Vigil Saturday, January 18, 2019 � 10 am Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis & 

Boland Hall Please�join�the archdiocesan Respect Life Apostolate and Generation Life St. Louis, and the Catholic and 

pro�life community in praying for an end to abortion, healing and forgiveness for those involved in abortion, and an 

increased respect for all human life. The Mass collection will benefit LifeLine Coalition, a local network of social ser-

vice and pro�life agencies whose financial and emotional�support help�more than 10,000 women, men, children, and 

families annually. Mass, celebrated by Fr. Noah Waldman, pastor of St. Martin of Tours Parish, will be followed by a 

peaceful and prayerful Rosary Procession to/from Planned Parenthood and fellowship at a reception in Boland Hall. 

For more information contact the Respect Life Apostolate at 314�792�7555, prolife@archstl.org or online at STLRe-

spectLife.org. �
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Continued from page 2, Poverty and Abortion�

�

� So poverty can lead to an increase in abortions. How does abortion affect poverty?�

� Here we have to look at a trend called “the feminization of poverty.” Women are more likely than men to be 

poor, and to be in “deep poverty” (with an income less than half the federal poverty line). U.S. Census Bureau figures 

show that 5 million more women than men were poor in 2012. Almost 31% of households headed by a single woman are 

below the poverty line, compared to 6% of households headed by a married couple.

5

 Women head over 80% of single�

parent households, and almost half of children living with only their mother are poor.

6

 So poverty in America is often a 

story of poor women and children, with no man in the house.�

� Some social observers once thought legalized abortion would solve this problem. If single poor women had access 

to abortion, they could avoid the hardships of trying to raise a child alone without resources. But after more than forty 

years of legalized abortion, out�of�wedlock births have increased, and the plight of poor women has worsened.�

� Beginning in the 1990s, groundbreaking research has found that the “technology shock” of widely available con-

traception and abortion has increased out�of�wedlock births. Previously, it was widely accepted that an unexpected 

pregnancy out�of�wedlock should lead a man to offer marriage.�

Once contraception and abortion became widespread, the same pregnancy came to be seen as the woman’s responsi-

bility � and as her problem. The man’s obligation can end with an offer to pay for abortion; if the woman refuses, she 

often soon finds herself to be a single mother. Today over 40% of births are out�of�wedlock.

7

�

� What if the woman does have the abortion? Besides suffering from psychological and spiritual burdens as an indi-

vidual, she may find that the abortion has poisoned her relationships. The rate of marital breakups and relationship 

dissolution after an abortion is said to be between 40 and 75 percent, often related to a breakdown of intimacy and 

trust.

8 

And that often leaves women alone to care for themselves and any other children. In fact, sixty percent of abor-

tions are performed on women who already had one or more children.�

� Marriage has been called “America’s greatest weapon against child poverty.”

9

 By the same token, anything that 

disrupts lasting relationships undermines the ability of women and men to join together to make a promising future for 

themselves and their children. In short, poverty can lead to abortion, and abortion can lead to more poverty.�

� Pope Francis has seen a deeper link between the poor and the unborn. They are both among the first victims of a 

“throw�away society,” an attitude that sees people as disposable when they do not serve the selfish interests of those 

with more power.�

� In Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel),

10 

Pope Francis rededicated the Church to solidarity with the poor 

and marginalized, including women who are “doubly poor” because they endure “situations of exclusion, mistreatment 

and violence.” He added: “Among the vulnerable for whom the Church wishes to care with particular love and concern 

are unborn children, the most defenseless and innocent among us.” To those who would abandon the unborn in order 

to be more “progressive,” he insisted: “It is not ‘progressive’ to try to resolve problems by eliminating a human life.” 

He went on to say that not enough has been done “to adequately accompany women in very difficult situations, where 

abortion appears as a quick solution to their profound anguish, especially when the life developing within them is the 

result of rape or a situation of extreme poverty” (nos. 212�14).�

� In defending unborn children, whom Mother Theresa called “the poorest of the poor,” we resist a “survival of the 

fittest” attitude that ignores the needy � including poor women, many of whom feel pressure to undergo abortions. 

And in standing for the needs of the poor, we oppose a mentality that treats the very lives of some human beings � any 

human being, from conception to natural death � as unimportant or burdensome.�

� Anna and Jacqueline were fortunate. They found a network of church support that provides material, emotional 

and spiritual support for women with unintended pregnancies. Thousands of pregnancy centers throughout the country 

provide such help every day, assuring women in crisis that they and their unborn children really matter.**�

� We should support these centers and consider volunteering for them or opening our homes to a pregnant woman 

in need. And we can all help encourage our government and other institutions to support life. They must always aid 

and support mothers and children, and never offer to pay for the destruction of life as a “solution” to the challenges 

women face. The call to uphold women’s dignity and well�being, and that of their unborn children, is one and the 

same.�

� * Names have been changed to protect the privacy of those mentioned.�

** To find out what resources may be available locally, contact your diocesan pro�life or respect life office.�

�

________________________�

�

1 L. Finer et al. in Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health, Sept. 2005, pp. 110�118 at 115.�

2 R. Jones and M. Kavanaugh, in Obstetrics & Gynecology, June 2011, pp. 1358�1366 at 1362.�

3 R. Jones et al. in Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health, Sept./Oct. 2002, pp. 226�35 at 231.�

4 S. Henshaw and R. Jones, Guttmacher Institute, Sept. 20, 2007, at http://paa2008.princeton.edu/papers/80673.�

5 “Poverty in the United States: A Snapshot,” National Center for Law and Economic Justice, at http://www.nclej.org/povertyin�the�us.php (accessed July 2014).�

6 “Single Mother Statistics,” June 23, 2014, at http://singlemotherguide.com/single�mother�statistics/.�

7 See H. Alvare in Villanova Law Review (2013), pp. 379�436 at 408�11, http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2272821.�

8 The deVeber Institute, Women's Health after Abortion: The Medical and Psychological Evidence, Chapter 15, at�

http://www.deveber.org/text/whealth.html#fifteen (accessed July2014).�

9 R. Rector, Heritage Foundation Backgrounder #2465, Sept. 16, 2010, at http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2012/09/marriage�americas�greatest�weapon�against�child�poverty#_ftn1�

10 See Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel: Evangelii Gaudium (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2013).�

�

Excerpts from Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel).�

© 2013 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission.�

All rights reserved.�

�

Secretariat of Pro�Life Activities�

3211 Fourth Street NE • Washington, DC 20017�

Tel: (202) 541�3070 • Fax: (202) 541�3054�

www.usccb.org/respectlife�

�

Find us at facebook.com/peopleoflife!�

�

To order materials call toll�free (866) 582�0943. �

�

Copyright © 2014, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C.�
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Sunday, December 29�

�� 9:00 am � Bible Study, CMR�

�� 10:30 am � Liturgy with Children, RBB�

Sunday, December 29  Holy Family�

� 8:00 am� Zoe Ann Franek�

� 10:30 am� Walter Learmont, Jr.�

� 6:30 pm� Parishioners�

�

Monday, December 30�

� 8:00 am� Marge Essmann�

�

Tuesday, December 31�

� 8:00 am� Kenneth O’Reilly�

� 6:30 pm� Judy Sickmann (Good Health)�

�

Wednesday, January 1  Mary, the Holy Mother of God�

� 9:00 am� Parishioners�

�

Thursday, January 2�

� 8:00 am� Sr. Adele Rodan�

�

Friday, January 3�

� 8:00 am� Carol Mueller (Good Health)�

�

Saturday, January 4�

� 8:00 am� Chris Cirbuk�

� 4:00 pm� Deceased Members of the �

� � Epiphany Class of ‘70�

� � � �

Sunday, January 5  The Epiphany of the Lord�

� 8:00 am� Marge Essmann�

� 10:30 am� Parishioners�

� 6:30 pm� Robert Learmont�

M� I������
� F
� T�� W���� O�� P���� T�� W����

Monday, December 30�

�� 7:00 pm � Boy Scouts, Upper Hall�

Saturday, January 4�

Tuesday, December 31�

Wednesday, January 1  Happy New Year!�

Thursday, January 2�

�� 7 pm � Young Adult Adoration, Church�

Friday, January 3�

�� 3:30�6:30 pm � Dance, UH�

Sunday, January 5�

�� 9:00 am � Bible Study, CMR�

�� 10:30 am � Liturgy with Children, RBB�

�� 11:30 am � Parish Feast Day and Celebration, Gym�

Monday � Saturday December 30�January 4�

�� 7:30 am � Rosary, Church�

P����� P��� F
� ��� H
���
��� & S��� O� O�� P������

R������ �
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� D���	"�� 29, 2019�

In your kindness, please pray 

for the repose of the souls of 

Helen Nicollerat and Mary Soest 

our parishioners; and Mary Beth 

(Babe) Flynn, sister�in�law of 

Trish Nerviani. May their  souls 

and the souls of all the faithful 

departed, rest in peace.�

O�� D����	 D�
������

Please Note: The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of 

God is a Holy Day of Obligation. Our 6:30 pm Mass on 

Tuesday evening December 31st will count for the Holy 

Day. Wednesday’s Mass will be celebrated at 9 am.�

Toni Berberich� Theresa Turner� Tracy Limpert�

Jack McPherson� Nanette �

McPherson�

Dorothy Kaup�

Lou Tacchi� Joan Huelsmann� Larry Lopez�

LaSheryl�

Hackenwerth�

Ethan Sonderman� Daniel Barr�

Ben McPherson� Todd McPherson� Sherry McPherson�

� Anita Gilliam� �

Sunday:� � Sir 3:2�6, 12�14/ Ps 128:1�2, 3, 4�5 [cf. 1]/�

� � � Col 3:12�21 or 3:12�17/Mt 2:13�15, 19�23 �

Monday:� � 1 Jn 2:12�17/Ps 96:7�8a, 8b�9, 10 [11a]/�

� � � Lk 2:36�40�

Tuesday:�� 1 Jn 2:18�21/Ps 96:1�2, 11�12, 13 [11a]/�

� � � Jn 1:1�18�

Wednesday:� Nm 6:22�27/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/�

� � � Gal 4:4�7/Lk 2:16�21�

Thursday:� 1 Jn 2:22�28/Ps 98:1, 2�3ab, 3cd�4 [3cd]/�

� � � Jn 1:19�28�

Friday:� � 1 Jn 2:29�3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd�4, 5�6 [3cd]/�

� � � Jn 1:29�34�

Saturday:�� 1 Jn 3:7�10/Ps 98:1, 7�8, 9 [3cd]/Jn 1:35�42�

Next Sunday:� Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13 �

� � � [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12�

Please note: In observance of the Christmas/New Year 

Holidays, the parish business office will be closed from 

now through Wednesday, January 1st and will reopen 

on Thursday, January 2. Messages will be checked daily 

for sacramental emergencies. We ask that all other 

business wait until the staff is back in the office. Have 

a very a Happy New Year!�
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2020 EPIPHANY CO�ED VOLLEYBALL 

TOURNAMENT�

�

This tournament is a fundraiser for Epiphany Friends For-

ever formerly Epiphany Sports Association. The proceeds 

will go towards the maintenance of the gym and fields.�

�

The tournament is scheduled for Friday, January, 10th 

and Saturday, January 11th  The entry fee for each team 

is $75.00 made payable to Epiphany Friends Forever. All 

participants must be age 18 or older. It is always a great 

time!!!!!�

�

Due to shortage of referee’s we are asking that each 

team provide refs for the game immediately following 

your game.�

�

Please send your check and entry form to:�

Toni Otis�

6244 Odell St.�

St. Louis, MO 63139�

(314)322�0568�

toni.otis@yahoo.com�

�

�

2020 CO�ED VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT�

�

Team Name: _____________________________________�

�

Coach:  _________________________________________�

�

Coach’s Phone Number: ___________________________�

�

Coach’s email address:  ___________________________�

The Knights of Columbus de�soto coun-

cil 903 will be having their Roses for Life cam-

paign on Jan 11th & 12th after all masses Please 

stop by and fill out a rose and turn the slip back 

in to one of our brother knights and keep the rose 

as a reminder to prey for the unborn, Donations 

can be made but are not required all proceeds 

will go to your Parish Pro Life Committee.�

Thank you to all who adopted 

residents at Kasey Paige. We 

brought gifts for 103 residents 

who were very excited to re-

ceive a gift from Santa at their holiday party. The Epipha-

ny community responded with generosity and love, as al-

ways. THANK YOU!�

O�� L���’ I�� �

M�������� H
	� is hav-

ing their Annual Trivia Night � 

Saturday, January 18

th

�at 

Chaminade College Prep School 

(425 S. Lindbergh). Doors open 

at 6:00 pm and trivia begins at 

7:00 pm. Cost is $25 per person 

and $200 for a table of eight. For more information or to 

register, visit�www.ourladysinn.org�or call Katrina at 314�

736�1544. Guided by our Mission, Our Lady’s Inn provides 

pregnant women and their children shelter and hope for a 

new life through humble acts of love.�

Fifth Friday Dinner�

St. Francis Borgia Parish (Washington) will host a Fifth Fri-

day Dinner on Friday, January 31, 2020 from 4:00 to 7:00 

p.m. in the grade school cafeteria, 225 Cedar Street, 

Washington, MO. Menu includes fried chicken, catfish and 

cod fillet, mashed potatoes, stewed tomatoes, macaroni 

and cheese, aholt German Potato Salad, slaw, green 

beans, dessert and drinks. Adults: $11. Children: (6�11 yrs) 

$5. Under 6: Free. Carry�Outs available For more infor-

mation, please contact the Parish Office at 636�239�6701.�

Congratulations to our December Mens’ Club �

Alpha Square Raffle Winners: �

$100 � Ron Danback� (A10)�

$  25� Josh Boston � (A9)�

$  25� L. Brackett� (A11)�

$  25� Bob Hartman� (B10)�

$  25� Linda Steitz� (Z10)�

The 44th annual celebration of the Archdiocesan Mass 

for the Preservation of Peace and Justice on the holi-

day weekend commemorating the birth and legacy of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. takes place on Sunday, Jan-

uary 19, 2020 at 2:30 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of 

Saint Louis. Archbishop Robert Carlson will be the cele-

brant, and the homilist is Fr. Arthur Cavitt. A reception 

and awards ceremony in Boland Hall will follow Mass 

for the 2020 MLK, Jr. Model of Justice Honorees. For 

additional information please call 314.367.7929. Park-

ing is available at the Archdiocesan Parking Lot located 

at Lindell Blvd. and Taylor Avenue. �

Mass for the Preservation of �

Peace & Justice�

One Liners…�

�

What do you call the pastor in charge of the school play?�

The spiritual director.�

Have you heard about the drama at the convent?�

It’s nun of my business�

OUR LADY, QUEEN OF PEACE 

TRIVIA NIGHT(HOUSE SPRINGS) �

Proceeds go to the Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul. The trivia event takes place on 

Saturday, January 11, 2020 at the 

Knights of Columbus Hall, 6800 Knights 

of Columbus Lane House Springs, MO 

63051. Doors open at 6:00 p.m., Trivia 

starts at 7:00 p.m. $20 per person or 

$160 per table of 8 people. Cash prizes 

available and other fun activities. For 

reservations: Ron or Dotty Sides 636�751�

5186 or dottysides@gmail.com. Reserve 

your Table Early! Non�smoking event, 

winter storm date (if needed) 2/1/2020.�
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LINDELL BANK
Since 1923

“THE BANK OF PERSONAL SERVICE”

Telephone Banking  646-0200
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HOFFMEISTER 
COLONIAL MORTUARY

6464 Chippewa • 314-832-7770 6464 Chippewa   St. Louis, MO    314.832.7770

www.hoffmeistercolonial.com Chase D Hendrick, GM


