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Pray for our men and women  
in the Military 

Pray to keep the Children  
of the World SAFE 

Pray for Our Vincentian Clients. 

Remember in your prayers: 
Gary Osborne, Rosemary Samuels, Phyllis Mir, Julie 
Gray, Margie Goldman,  
Maren Poettker, Pat Harmon, Betty Schwarte, Regina Shaw,  
Mary C. Mathews, Ralph Mathews, A friend of SSPP, 
Trent Ward, Bill Parker, Jeanne Schwegel, Mary 
Schwegel Gillett, Bobbi Gernigin, Matthew Paulda  
Ann Sagez, Regan Taylor, Tim Holt, Ryan Lopez, 
Jodie Huber,  
Carl Hamberg, Rita Parker, Beverly Fischer, Helen 
Sands, Roberta Fleming; 
A Parishioner, Robert Curry, Tony Marin, Fr. Peter J. 
Donohoe, Susan Hendrickson, Martha Rynders, Earl 
Phillips, Kevin Copley; 
Mike and Betty Roberts, Jo Ann Walsh, Sarah Rangel, 
Brianne Bagwill, Leo McLeod, Kailey Almeter; 
Tracy Mahan, Fr. Harold Voelker, Carla Mackelden, 
Ann and Rich Phillips, Marilyn Smith; 
Robert Reinecke, Barbara Johnson, Bill Bray, Janie Gansz, 
Bill Heath (Names in bold will be removed unless we 
receive a prayer update)  
If you know of any parishioner that is in a Nursing Home 
or Homebound, please let the rectory office know. Also, 
let us know which Nursing Home they are in. Thank You. 

Pastor:  

Fr. Jason P. Stone - jpstone@dio.org 
End-of-life emergencies call - 217-264
-2868 
Business Manager-Mrs. Chrissy Lewis 
Parish Secretary:- Ms. GiGi Lewis  
Parish Maintenance - Mr. Joseph Green 
Parish Office Hours: / Monday-Thursday 

9:00 am  -4:00 pm Friday - 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm 

The Rectory Office is closed between 
12:00 - 1:00 pm 

 
Mass Schedule / Weekend Masses: 
  4:00 pm Saturday 8:00 and 10:00 am 

Sunday 
Weekday Masses -   Monday-Friday: 8:15 

am  
Saturday 8:30 am   
(Latin Mass- Subject  to cancellation for  
Weddings and Funerals) 
Holy Day Masses - 8:15 am, 12:00 Noon, 

6:00 pm 
 

 
 

Sacramental Life 
Confessions- 3:00-3:45pm Saturday and 

30 minutes before each mass. 
Baptism - Baptismal Preparation Pro-
gram is required: call Rectory for Ap-
pointment 
Marriage - Call the rectory at least 6 
months in advance for  appointment. 
Registration and Active Membership 
are Required. 
Parish Registration - New families 
and individuals are asked to register at 
the rectory at their earliest opportunity. 
Each family or wage earner is request-
ed to use the weekly  envelope system. 
Web Sites - sppalton.com  
Parish e-mail - info@ssppalton.com 
Diocesan - www.dio.org 
 
 
 
 

Project Rachel Post-Abortion  
Ministry 
1-217-698-4456 or  
projectrachel@dio.org 
Nationwide, call 1-877-722-4355  
Rachels Vinyard Weekend Retreats 
www.rachelsvinyard.org 

Post Abortion Help is stricly  
confidential 

 
 
Victim Assistance Coordination for 
the Diocese of Springfield, Alison 
Smith Telephone: 217-698– 8500 
ext. 162 or asmith@dio.org. 
 
If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in becoming a Catholic, or 
needing PSR, please call the  
Rectory Office at 618-465-4221. 
 

Deadline for the bulletin is  
***On or Before Monday 

Noon.*** 

Please pray for Connor Joseph Gable, son 

of Robert and Mallory Gable, who was 

baptized here on May 3, 2020.  Even in 

the midst of all that is going on, new life 

comes into the world, and newly-minted 

Christians emerge from the baptismal 

font.  (As an aside, this marks the first 

time that I baptized a child using the 

revised translation of the Rite of Baptism 

of Children.  This is part of the revision 

of all the English translations.  To date, 

the translations of the Mass, Holy Matri-

mony, and Infant Baptism, and Confir-

mation have been revised.  The new 

translation of the Baptism rite became 

optional on Candlemas this year and was 

made obligatory as of the Easter Vigil.) 



 

 

 
 
 

. 

Now What ? 
    It is a tradition of most ancient origin that Jesus ascended into heaven at noon, the same hour when 
he was nailed to the cross.  ("And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all things to my-
self."  John 12:32)  Noon divides the day.  After noon, the sun descends toward evening.  Of course, 
much can be done of an afternoon, but it is always with the realization that "the night cometh, in which 
no man can work."  John 9:4.  Quite when the night comes upon us is in God's power, not ours, as it is 
he who set the planets on their orbits, and it is his laws they obey.  And, regardless of the coming night, 
we, like our pre-electricity forbears, need to work hard until night falls. 
    In the same way as the day goes, so goes our own life, so goes the world.  As the day terminates with 
nightfall, so our life terminates with death, and the world terminates with the Second Coming.  God 
gives each of us enough time to do the work of his Kingdom and to save our souls, but did not tell us 
that he gave us enough extra time that we can waste it.  These are enough points for your meditation, 
but there is one point that I should like to develop in particular in this time of pestilence. 
    It was high noon, and what were Jesus' first instructions for his apostles?  "But stay you in the city 
[Jerusalem] till you be endued with power from on high."  (Luke 24:49)  Night was approaching, and 
they were instructed not to work? 
    Here, we need to set aside that instinct we have as Americans, that unless I'm doing something, I'm 
not doing anything.  If you count the nine days that elapsed between the Ascension and the descent of 
the Holy Ghost at Pentecost, you will notice that Our Blessed Lady and the apostles were conducting 
the first novena on record.  Waiting and praying was actual work.  This is a lesson for all of us.  To de-
vote time to prayer (according to the duties of our state in life) is to do the work of the Kingdom.  The 
pagan observer could be excused for thinking that those nine days would have been better spent by 
"getting a head start" on the work of spreading the Good News.  The Christian observer knows that 
there are some things that God wills to give us only when we have asked and that time spent with 
someone you love (i.e., God), is not wasted time. 
    In this time of pestilence, the everyday work of the Church, like most other work, has been "put on 
hold."  What are we to make of this?  I would not want you to think of this as so much wasted time tak-
en away from our mission.  Rather, think of it as a time, like the nine days between Ascension and Pen-
tecost, in which our immediate job is to pray, to fall in love with God again, and to await the next stage 
of our mission.  (It is also a time for us like another Lent, in which to do penance for our sins and the 
sins of our fellow men, in order that a severe judgment may not be visited upon us.) 
    Remember that as soon as the Holy Ghost descended upon the apostles, they went out preaching and 
made three thousand converts that very day.  (Acts 2:41)  If we have the same spirit of prayer and trust 
during our enforced time of waiting, may we not hope for a similar outpouring of the Spirit when the 
time comes? 

Acts of Spiritual Communion 
       Act of Spiritual Communion composed by the saintly Raphael 

Cardinal Merry del Val about a century ago: 
 At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself and I offer Thee the 
repentance of my contrite heart, which is humbled in its nothing-
ness and in Thy holy presence.  I adore Thee in the Sacrament of 
Thy love, the ineffable Eucharist.  I desire to receive Thee into the 
poor dwelling that my heart offers Thee.  While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I wish to possess Thee in 
spirit.  Come to me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am coming to 
Thee!  May Thy love embrace my whole being in life and in 
death.  I believe in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.  Amen. 

Act of Spiritual Communion composed by  
St. Alphonsus Liguori: 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually in-
to my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already 
come, and I unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit 
me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 



 

 

Sharing the Gospel 

Jesus prays for you every minute of your life. God 

the Father always listens to his Son. When you 

need help, ask Jesus to help you. He will send the 

Holy Spirit to show you how to solve your prob-

lem. The Holy Spirit will keep you safe. He will 

make you strong. The Holy Spirit will help you 

choose goodness, love, and forgiveness. Then you 

will enjoy never-ending life with God in heaven.  

Holy Spirit, help me choose 

goodness, love, and forgiveness.  

Amen.  

Mission for the Week 

I will ask Jesus to send the  

Holy Spirit to help me every 

day. 



 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
Sunday, May 24th Sunday after Ascension 
 8:00 am People of the Parish 
Monday, May 25th Pope St. Gregory VII 
 8:15 am † Betty Lou Fortschneider 
Tuesday, May 26th St. Philip Neri 
 8:15 am † George and Spiv Woelfel 
Wednesday, May 27th St. Bede the Venerable 
 8:15 am Fr. Donohoe’s 70th ordination 

anniversary 
Thursday, May 28th St. Augustine of Canterbury 
 8:15 am Poor souls in purgatory 
Friday, May 29th St. Magdalene of Pazzi 
 8:15 am Poor souls in purgatory 
Saturday, May 30th Vigil of Pentecost 
 4:00 pm † Evelyn Sheerin 
Sunday, May 31st Pentecost 
 8:00 am People of the Parish 

New Convert to the Faith 
    Please join me in praying for Ross Pierson, of Wood 
River, who was received into the Church Wednesday last 
by Profession of Faith, Confession, Confirmation, and First 
Communion.  You may have seen him at the Saturday af-
ternoon Mass.  (As he was already baptized, he was not 
required to go through R.C.I.A., but I was able give him 
instructions privately.  As things worked out, this was fortu-
nate, as I had to give the last several instructions via 
Skype.) 
    Please welcome Ross when we return to normal.  The 
Catholic Church is the Church that Jesus Christ founded, so 
it is important for people to make their way there.  I am 
always ready to receive inquiries about the Faith, and if you 
know someone who is considering coming into the Church, 
do not hesitate to refer them to a priest to talk things 
over.  You cannot imagine the value of an invitation from a 
friend. 

Women of Distinction 
     Although the Women of Distinction banquet in Springfield 
has been postponed due to the pestilence, I am happy to an-
nounce that this year's Woman of Distinction from Cathedral is 
Teri Lyons.  Here is the announcement the Altar Society leader-
ship made to their membership: 
Teresa (Teri) along with her husband Greg and family have been 
members of the parish for many many years.  Teri has touched 
the lives of hundreds of children as the kindergarten teacher for 
over 35 years in Peter and Paul School.  Along with her legacy as 
a teacher she has served the parish with her time and talent.  For 
many years she has decorated the church for the Lenten and East-
er season.  She quietly goes about giving of herself to the parish 
and the community. Her outreach to help with the Caritas Christ-
mas gift giving for the children in need is just one of the minis-
tries she assists with.  Congratulations Teri, this honor is well 
deserved!  

Sunday Masses 
During this time, there is only one Mass being said on 
Sundays, and the intention is for the People of the 
 Parish. If you previously had a Mass intention scheduled 
for a Sunday, we will reschedule it when we return to  
normal Mass times. Thank you for your patience.  

Rectory office closed 
During the COVID-19 stay-at-home order, we are not 
holding regular office hours. You may reach us by 
email (ssppchuch717@yahoo.com) with any questions, 
or call and leave a message and we will get back to 
you. Thank you! 

The church is open for prayer everyday from  
7: 30 AM to 6PM. 
Confessions: 3 PM on Saturdays, when Fr. Stone 
opens the church, or by appointment. 

Saints Peter and Paul (Alton) Full-Time Secretary Position 

Hours: Monday 8-4, Tuesday- Thurs. 9-4, Friday 9-1 

If interested, please mail your resume to 717 State Street, 

Alton, IL 62002, to the attention of Chrissy Lewis, or email 

it to ssppchurch717@yahoo.com 

If you have any questions, please call 618-465-4221. Due to 

COVID-19, we are not holding regular office hours, so leave 

a message and we will get back to you. Thank you! 

We would like to welcome  
Fr. Jeffry Hotlman, O.F.S., to our 
parish! He is the current Pastor at 
Holy Family in Granite City and 
St. Mary & St. Mark in Madison, 
IL. He will be joining us as our 
new Pastor starting July 1st. Please 
give him a warm welcome 
(hopefully we can have regular 
Masses by then!!!)  



 

 
               



 

 

 

These numbers reflect the contributions 
we’ve received from March 22nd—May 10. 

Thank you for your continued support  
during these times! 

 
Sunday Envelopes ............ $48,570.00             
ACSA .................................... $533.00 
On-Line ............................... $3,004.00 
Easter ..................................... $835.00 
Building Fund ........................ $205.00 
Ascension of the Lord ............ $118.00 

Total:  $53, 265.00 
 

Catholic Relief Service .............. $305.00 
Communication Campaign ....... $125.00 
Holy Land .................................... $378.00 
Home Missions ........................... $220.00 
Retired Priests ............................. $240.00 
Seminarians ................................. $345.00 
MCHS .............................................$70.00 

 
 

 

 You can find the link to the Youtube page where Fr. 
Stone posts Masses by clicking here.  (https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCck1EG13IPHWqt5TrhGzsHw) 

 For the updates page from Fr. Stone, click here. 
(http://www.ssppalton.com/index.cfm?page=5254 ) 

 Listening to Catholic radio in your car or in your home 
will help smooth out any rough edges in your day and 
keep you on the right path during this season of 
Lent.  Don't miss the opportunity to pray the Rosary 
daily, and the Divine Mercy Chaplet and, of course, 
listen to the Word of God and pray along with the Holy 
Mass.  In addition, programming includes live call-in 
shows, local programming and much more.  Tune in to 
AM 1080 WRYT or 92.7 FM, download the free 
Covenant Network App or listen on 
OurCatholicRadio.org 

 

The contributions from the week of May 11-
May 17 will be in next week’s bulletin.  
Thank you. 

 B 4C 01-0267

3049 Godfrey Rd. Godfrey, IL 62035

MATT HORN 
 Managing Broker

Cell 618-560-8201 
Office 618-466-1513

mlhorn6@charter.net

HEITZ OPTICAL
465-1712

Dr. Justin Scheiter
Optometrist

eye exams, glasses, contact lenses
pediatric examinations

hard to fit contact patients
2415 Homer Adams Parkway

Staten-Fine
Funeral Homes & Cremation Services

“Family Owned & Operated”
220 Court St., Alton 465-8641 

www.staten-fine.com

Todd W. Sivia 
Attorney at Law 
Elder Law 
Nursing Home 
Medicaid - Wills 
Trusts - POA 
Special Needs 

 
618-258-4800

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613
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Johnson’s Corner

2000 State St. • 465-5640

1/2 Appetizer one per table  

Sunday thru Thursday excluded Wings

ROBERT E. 
RYAN

Attorney At Law
200 W. Third St. 
Alton, IL 62002

465-8825
www.kofc.org

Spaulding Club 
 Association

Social Club and Rental Hall

HALL RENTALS AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

405 E. 4th St. • (618) 465-6913

Where the Knights of Columbus  
Alton Council #460 meet on the  

second Thursday of each month.

John C. Wuellner, MD.
474-1723

Internal MedIcIne

Alton, IL

Kathie R. Wuellner, MD

474-1711

PedIatrIcs

Barrett Heating & Cooling
500 Belle St. • Alton 465-3731

Air Conditioning, Heating & Duct Cleaning 

Sales & Service

A Tradition of Service Since 1896

Scheffel  
Boyle CPA’s

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS

Michael Fitzgerald, C.P.A.

Principal

322 State St. 465-4288

254-3441 
232 N. Wood River Ave. 

Wood River

466-3400 
34 E. Delmar 

Alton

RICK STRACK, 
Owner

Phone: 2418 State St. Owner

618-466-1298 Alton, IL 62002 Josh Noel

BENSMAN
Automotive

Complete Automotive Repair

Batteries/Brakes/Exhaust/Tune-ups/Tire Sales & Repairs

Lube Oil & Filters/Certified AC and Computer Repair

Parishioner

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL
Roll-off Service Available

ROBERT  “Bob”  SANDERS

                           Waste System, Inc.

( Our Business is Picking Up )

2421 State St. - ALTON, IL 62002
OFF: 465-8461 - 465-1398

FAX: 465-4606 - TOLL FREE 1-888-465-8461

STEVE’S SERVICE

ELM & ALBY     462-8301

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Wrecker Service

Emission Specialist

Free Delivery 
Accepting All Medicare Part D

901 East Edwardsville Rd. 
Wood River         259-0085 
www.medicineshoppe.com/0062

Lindsay Waters 
Financial Representative 
Phone: (618) 466-2035 
Fax: (618) 466-2965 
3001 Godfrey Road 
Godfrey, IL 62035 
lindsay.waters@countryfinancial.com

(618) 462-8955
215 Herbert Street 
Alton, IL 62002 

katespringman@gmail.com

Dennis E. Ford

618-498-9559
www.osfhealthcare.org

618-420-8778 
bhenry@CruiseInc.com 

http://CruisesInc.com/bhenry

Barbi Henry 
Independent Vacation Specialist

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613


