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Pray for our men and women  
in the Military 

Pray to keep the Children  
of the World SAFE 

Pray for Our Vincentian Clients. 

Remember in your prayers: 
Regan Taylor, Wes Schultz, Shane Fin, Jerry Schuenke, 
Barb Hinson,  
Vicki Conley, Gary Osborne, Rosemary Samuels, Phyllis 
Mir, Julie Gray 
Maren Poettker, Pat Harmon, Betty Schwarte, Regina Shaw,  
Mary C. Mathews, Ralph Mathews, Trent Ward, Bill Par-
ker, Mary Schwegel Gillett, Bobbi Gernigin, Matthew 
Paulda  
Ann Sagez, Tim Holt, Ryan Lopez, Jodie Huber,  
Carl Hamberg, Rita Parker, Beverly Fischer, Helen 
Sands, Roberta Fleming; 
A Parishioner, Robert Curry, Tony Marin, Fr. Peter J. 
Donohoe, Susan Hendrickson, Martha Rynders, Earl 
Phillips 
Jo Ann Walsh, Sarah Rangel, Brianne Bagwill, Leo 
McLeod, Kailey Almeter; 
Tracy Mahan, Carla Mackelden, Ann and Rich Phil-
lips, Marilyn Smith; 
Robert Reinecke, Barbara Johnson, Bill Bray, Janie Gansz, 
Bill Heath (Names in bold will be removed unless we 
receive a prayer update)  
If you know of any parishioner that is in a Nursing Home 
or Homebound, please let the rectory office know. Also, 
let us know which Nursing Home they are in. Thank You. 

Fr. Stone’s last mass at SS. Peter & 
Paul will be Tuesday, June 30th at 
8:15 am. Due to the unfortunate  
circumstances, we cannot give him 
an official send-off, but we would 
like to wish him well on his next  
venture. We will all miss you dearly, 
and thank you all you’ve done for our  
parishioners!  

Military Mass will likely be resuming in the fall. Until 
then, there will be no Military Mass offered, but please 
keep all our parish family members in the  
Military, and our veterans, in your prayers.  

There will be no weekday Masses on Wednesday, 
July 1st—Friday, July 3rd as Fr. Jeff Holtman  

settles in. Thank you. 

Pastor:  

Fr. Jason P. Stone - jpstone@dio.org 
End-of-life emergencies call - 217-264
-2868 
Business Manager-Mrs. Chrissy Lewis 
Parish Secretary:- Ms. GiGi Lewis  
Parish Maintenance - Mr. Joseph Green 
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 

9:00 am  -4:00 pm Friday - 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm 

The Rectory Office is closed between 
12:00 - 1:00 pm 

 
Mass Schedule / Weekend Masses: 
  4:00 pm Saturday 8:00 and 10:00 am 

Sunday 
Weekday Masses -   Monday-Friday: 8:15 

am  
Saturday 8:30 am   
(Latin Mass- Subject  to cancellation for  
Weddings and Funerals) 
Holy Day Masses - 8:15 am, 12:00 Noon, 

6:00 pm 
 
 

 
Sacramental Life 

Confessions- 3:00-3:45pm Saturday and 
30 minutes before each mass. 

Baptism - Baptismal Preparation Pro-
gram is required: call Rectory for Ap-
pointment 
Marriage - Call the rectory at least 6 
months in advance for  appointment. 
Registration and Active Membership 
are Required. 
Parish Registration - New families 
and individuals are asked to register at 
the rectory at their earliest opportunity. 
Each family or wage earner is request-
ed to use the weekly  envelope system. 
Web Sites - ssppalton.com  
Parish e-mail -  
ssppchurch717@yahoo.com 
Diocesan - www.dio.org 
 
If you or someone you know is  
interested in becoming a Catholic, or 
needing PSR, please call the  
Rectory Office at 618-465-4221 

Project Rachel Post-Abortion  
Ministry 
1-217-698-4456 or  
projectrachel@dio.org 
Nationwide, call 1-877-722-4355  
Rachels Vinyard Weekend Retreats 
www.rachelsvinyard.org 

Post Abortion Help is stricly  
confidential 

 
To report allegations of sexual abuse of 
a minor by clergy or other church  
personnel (even if it is in the past) please 
call the Diocese’s Child Abuse Report-
ing and Investigation number at (217) 
321-1155. Individuals may also contact 
Illinois Department of Children and 
Family Services Child Abuse Hotline at 
1-(800)-25-ABUSE 

 
Deadline for the bulletin is  
***On or Before Monday 

Noon.*** 
Please e-mail your bulletin  

request to: 
ssppchurch717@yahoo.com 

Beginning on Monday, July 6th, there will no 
longer be a weekday Mass offered on  

Mondays. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Parish History 

    I have begun my very last week as pastor here.  Knowing that the bulletin is available mid-week on line, I don't want 
to "scoop" my own goodbyes this weekend by saying my goodbyes now.  Instead, I will offer you a bit of parish histo-
ry.  Some of this is the results of my own researches, and I am giving it now to avoid having it forgotten.  (As the bulle-
tin deadline is looming, I am reciting this from memory and my notes; later on, I will organize it and let my successor 
know.) 

    The name of the parish was not originally SS. Peter & Paul's.  Many of the details of that have been lost to history 
(and to the Great Chicago Fire), so some of what follows is certain history and some is my own conjecture, which I con-
sider the most probable reconstruction of history. 

    I consider it fairly certain that the original name of the parish was St. Matthew's, not St. Matthias', as some sources 
have it.  Records of the Archdiocese of St. Louis record the name of the Alton mission as St. Matthew's.  The Archdioc-
esan archivist was kind enough to send me electronic copies of the relevant pages, which are kept in Latin.  They show a 
priest as having been assigned to the Alton mission in the mid-1830's.  (Conventional parish history gives the first priest 
as Fr. George Hamilton in 1839.)  Where did the name "St. Matthias" originate?  My conjecture (and it is only that) is 
that it arose from misreading the Latin church records.  The difference between "Matthew's" and "Matthias'" is a single 
transposed letter:  Matthaei vs. Matthiae. 

    When was the name changed?  Certainly, when the current church was begun in 1854, it was to be under the patron-
age of SS. Peter & Paul.  The former church (on the site of the present day Unitarian Church) was built in 1843 and de-
stroyed by fire in 1853.  All the newspaper accounts I have seen identify it as the Roman Catholic Church without giv-
ing a name.  Msgr. Spalding identifies it as St. Matthew's.  He had been pastor since 1888 and wrote in the mid to late 
1920's, at a time when the name of the church ought to have been in living memory, if only barely.  All conventional 
parish histories give this as St. Matthew's Church.  However, There are a couple deeds from 1846 (for the church prop-
erty) and 1848 (for the old cemetery property) which recite that the name of the congregation is SS. Peter & Paul. 

    Here is where the evidence ends.  The Diocese of Chicago was erected in 1840 and encompassed the entire State of 
Illinois, so the St. Louis archives cut off after that date.  I telephoned the archives of the Archdiocese of Chicago to see 
what they had in the way of parish records, but the diocesan records had been destroyed in the Chicago Fire.  One final 
clue:  The June 28 and July 5, 1845, numbers of the Alton Telegraph and Review report that the second church was ded-
icated by Bishop Quarter of Chicago on June 29.  My conjecture is that the church was dedicated under the patronage of 
SS. Peter & Paul at that time, since it was dedicated on their feast day.  Perhaps a fuller review of newspaper archives 
will clear up this question, or perhaps the answer has been lost to history at this point. 

    That must now be left to other hands than mine.  Now, I can draw my conclusion.  We do whatever work the Lord 
gives us to do, for as long as he gives us to do it.  When God wills that we should set down that work and take up some 
other work, we do it.  This is how a priest follows the will of God and unites his will to God's.  But it is also how all of 
us should seek to follow the will of God and unite our will with his.  It is not easy to set work down incomplete and 
leave it for another to finish, but if such be the will of God, then you and I want it to be our will, too.  God bless all of 
you. 
—Rev. Jason P. Stone  
 

Inside the Church Attic 
    Some of you may know that if you go up through the hatch in the ceiling from the choir loft, you will find that 
the church attic consists of an open-beam roof, with the trusses and the ceiling made of stained and varnished 
wood, but the earliest pictures we have of the interior show a vaulted ceiling.  Why would you make an attractive 
ceiling and then hide it with gothic vaults made of plaster?  And why would you change your mind so fast? 
    Two numbers of the Weekly Courier shed some light on these questions.  The Nov. 1, 1855, number describes 
the church at the time it was dedicated (set aside for divine service but not formally consecrated yet) on Oct. 28, 
1855.  The newspaper describes the church as having an "early English Gothic style of the early eleventh century" 
and having a "purely English open roof."  The July 22, 1858, number describes the church when it was nearly com-
pleted and says it has a "vaulted" ceiling.  That narrows our window drastically.  The Diocese of Alton was erected 
in 1857.  Perhaps they considered that an open-beam roof was fine for a parish church but not fancy enough for a 
cathedral?  I do not know, and I doubt that we ever will. 



 

 

Sharing the Gospel 

Welcome people to your home, school, and church. Offer visi-

tors a cup of water, tea, coffee, hot chocolate, or juice. Share 

your food with those who are hungry. Share your clothing 

with those who need clothing. Find shelter for the homeless. 

Pray for the sick. Bury the dead. When disaster strikes, help 

people rebuild. When you welcome others, you welcome Jesus 

Christ. What you do for others, you do for God. 

Lord, thank you for 

giving me water to 

drink when I am 

thirsty. Amen.  

Mission for the Week 

I will give my parents a cup 

of cool water when they are 

tired.  



 

 



 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sunday,  June 28th 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am † Karen Lohr 
 10:00 am † People of the Parish 
Monday, June 29th SS. Peter & Paul, Apostles   
 8:15 am † Ted & Annie Narup 
Tuesday, June 30th The First Martyrs of the Holy  
    Roman Church 
 8:15 am † Susie Brakeville 
Wednesday, July 1st St. Junipero Serra 
 8:15 am NO MASS 
Thursday, July 2nd 
 8:15 am NO MASS 
Friday, July 3rd St. Thomas  
 8:15 am NO MASS 
Saturday, July 4th Independence Day 
 4:00 pm † Sharon Bechtold 
Sunday,  July 5th 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am †  Susie Brakeville 
 10:00 am †  People of the Parish 

 

 

Budget Weekly 
Goal…………………………...$7,500.00 

Last Sunday Envelopes ................ $3,679.00 
                    Loose .............................$168.00 
ACSA .................................................. $40.00 
Building Fund ..................................... $30.00 
On-Line .............................................$350.00 
Melaleuca .............................................. $3.46 

Difference with Collection………………$-3,204.54 
Memorials ........................................... $25.00 
Peter’s Pence ....................................... $20.00 
Retired Priests ..................................... $10.00 

 
Of 239 Envelope Holders  62 contributed to the  

Sunday Collection 
 

Mass Attendance Last Weekend 
Saturday 4:00 - 63 
Sunday 8:00 - 51 
Sunday 10:00 - 52 

Total Attendance - 166 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
The Peter’s Pence collection that was scheduled for 
June 28th will now take place the weekend of October 
3-4, 2020. Thank you!  

July 4-5 Saturday 
4:00 pm 

Sunday 
8:00 am 

Sunday 
10:00 am 

Lector: B. Sever J. Murphy C.  
Argyropoulos 

Servers:    

Ushers: D. Cordes 
L. Cordes 
P. Gebben 

NEEDED S. Snider 
G. Snider 

Dear Members of the Altar Society. 
Thank you so much for thinking of us at St. Clare Villa with 
your donation of a bag of goodies for each of us. Thanks 
especially to the lady who decorated my lovely flowered 
bag with a purple bow and closed 
it with a pink clothespin--which I can use with my organ 
music book when I play for Masses here. 
May all of you be blessed for all the work you do to raise 
money to purchase items for the celebration of your Masses. 
 
Sincerely in Jesus and Mary, 
Sister Joan Ann Springman, O.S.U.  
Baptized at SSPP in 1934. 

Fellow Parishioners, 
 
We are happy to report that your generous dona-
tions of Easter items have finally been delivered. 
The bags were filled with all the goodies, and 
transported to Integrity Nursing Home and St. 
Clare’s Villa. The bags will be in quarantine for 72 
hours, and then distributed to the residents. Your 
kindness allowed for 110 bags which were greatly 
received. Thank you again for your generosity, 
 
Your Altar Society 



 

 

Employment Opportunity at St Mary's 
Full-time Janitorial / Maintenance Position 
St Mary's Parish and School is looking to fill a full-time 
janitorial / maintenance position.  
The position requires maintenance and repairs of physical 
plant and grounds, janitorial duties, basic plumbing,  
electric and mechanical knowledge, the administration, 
scheduling and record keeping of inspections,  
working with contractors and providers, collaboration with 
church and school staff. Salary and benefits. 
Please send resume to St Mary's Parish Office, 519 E 4th 
St, Alton, IL 62002 

Cleaning Help Needed 
Thank you to everyone who has helped disinfect the 
church between Masses and who brought cleaning  
supplies! If you can help disinfect the church after 
Masses, please call the rectory (465-4221) or Liz 
Cordes (465-7656) to volunteer! Thank you. 

The Organs of Cathedral 
    Bear with me here.  I was an organist before I was a 
priest, so I am going to write about the organs of  
Cathedral.  The church was originally fitted with an organ 
built by William Metz of St. Louis.  The Weekly Courier of 
July 22, 1858, reports the stoplist as:  Great:  flute dolce, 
mixture, principal, fifteenth, gamba, chamois-horn, flute, 
bardon, and open diapason; Swell:  hautboy, fifteenth, open 
diapason, stop diapason, violin dulciana; Pedal:  Double  
diapason, violoncello.  (I am quoting the paper here.  The 
stops are out of order, and some are misspelled.  And, no, I 
don't know what the chamois-horn would have sounded 
like.)  I had never heard of this builder, but I have played 
organs from this time period before.  They tend to have a 
sturdy sound that is clear without being either harsh or 
"mushy." 
    In 1893, a new organ was built by Hook and Hastings of 
Boston.  (Hook and Hastings was one of the great American 
organ builders from this era.)  This organ was electrified in 
1916 and was destroyed in the 1949 fire caused by light-
ning.  This organ, which Msgr. Spalding described as 
"sweet toned and full" would have been a really excellent 
instrument and worthy in every way of the Cathedral.  (I 
have played organs by this builder before.  When I learned 
that the lightning strike had destroyed both the steeple and a 
Hook and Hastings organ, I was immediately sorrier to have 
lost the organ than the tower.)  Now you know what I know. 
—Fr. Stone 
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3049 Godfrey Rd. Godfrey, IL 62035

MATT HORN 
 Managing Broker

Cell 618-560-8201 
Office 618-466-1513

mlhorn6@charter.net

HEITZ OPTICAL
465-1712

Dr. Justin Scheiter
Optometrist

eye exams, glasses, contact lenses
pediatric examinations

hard to fit contact patients
2415 Homer Adams Parkway

Staten-Fine
Funeral Homes & Cremation Services

“Family Owned & Operated”
220 Court St., Alton 465-8641 

www.staten-fine.com

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613

Todd W. Sivia 
Attorney at Law 
Elder Law 
Nursing Home 
Medicaid - Wills 
Trusts - POA 
Special Needs 

 
618-258-4800
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Johnson’s Corner

2000 State St. • 465-5640

1/2 Appetizer one per table  

Sunday thru Thursday excluded Wings

ROBERT E. 
RYAN

Attorney At Law
200 W. Third St. 
Alton, IL 62002

465-8825
www.kofc.org

Spaulding Club 
 Association

Social Club and Rental Hall

HALL RENTALS AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

405 E. 4th St. • (618) 465-6913

Where the Knights of Columbus  
Alton Council #460 meet on the  

second Thursday of each month.

John C. Wuellner, MD.
474-1723

Internal MedIcIne

Alton, IL

Kathie R. Wuellner, MD

474-1711

PedIatrIcs

Barrett Heating & Cooling
500 Belle St. • Alton 465-3731

Air Conditioning, Heating & Duct Cleaning 

Sales & Service

A Tradition of Service Since 1896

Scheffel  
Boyle CPA’s

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS

Michael Fitzgerald, C.P.A.

Principal

322 State St. 465-4288

254-3441 
232 N. Wood River Ave. 

Wood River

466-3400 
34 E. Delmar 

Alton

RICK STRACK, 
Owner

Phone: 2418 State St. Owner

618-466-1298 Alton, IL 62002 Josh Noel

BENSMAN
Automotive

Complete Automotive Repair

Batteries/Brakes/Exhaust/Tune-ups/Tire Sales & Repairs

Lube Oil & Filters/Certified AC and Computer Repair

Parishioner

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL
Roll-off Service Available

ROBERT  “Bob”  SANDERS

                           Waste System, Inc.

( Our Business is Picking Up )

2421 State St. - ALTON, IL 62002
OFF: 465-8461 - 465-1398

FAX: 465-4606 - TOLL FREE 1-888-465-8461

STEVE’S SERVICE

ELM & ALBY     462-8301

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Wrecker Service

Emission Specialist

Free Delivery 
Accepting All Medicare Part D

901 East Edwardsville Rd. 
Wood River         259-0085 
www.medicineshoppe.com/0062

Lindsay Waters 
Financial Representative 
Phone: (618) 466-2035 
Fax: (618) 466-2965 
3001 Godfrey Road 
Godfrey, IL 62035 
lindsay.waters@countryfinancial.com

(618) 462-8955
215 Herbert Street 
Alton, IL 62002 

katespringman@gmail.com

Dennis E. Ford

618-498-9559
www.osfhealthcare.org

618-420-8778 
bhenry@CruiseInc.com 

http://CruisesInc.com/bhenry

Barbi Henry 
Independent Vacation Specialist

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613


