
 

 

 
Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Church  “The Old Cathedral” 

717 State Street  Alton, Illinois 62002 
Parish Web Site: ssppalton.com  

  Facebook: The Old Cathedral of Ss. Peter & Paul 

 

Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm 
Office Phone: 618-465-4221 

Bulletin Submission deadline: Monday at Noon 
 

—————————————————- 
 

Staff: 
Fr. Jeff Holtman O.F.S., Pastor 

E-mail: jholtman@dio.org 
 

Deacon John Bretz 
E-mail: jbretz@dio.org 

 
Mrs. Chrissy Lewis, Business Manager 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
E-mail: clewis@ssppalton.com 

 
Theresa Stegvilas,  Parish Secretary  

E-mail: theresassppalton@gmail.com 
 

Mark Weiss, Maintenance 
 

———————————————- 
 
 

Parish Pastoral Council: Fr. Jeff Holtman, Deacon John Bretz,  
Dale Henderson, Patti Kruegel, Dave Roller,  

Carol Roller, Sue Schwegel 
 

Finance Council: Fr. Jeff Holtman, Deacon John Bretz,  
Mike Fitzgerald, Tom Fleming, Brant Goble,  

Judy Pautler, Tucker Waters 
 

St. Patrick Cemetery Board: Fr. Jeff Holtman, Paul Cordes,  
Allen Davenport, Mary Dixon, Marie Go-Forth Allen 

Cemetery Sexton - Dan Gebben 
 

——————————————— 
 

Mass Schedule  
 Weekend - Saturday, 4:00 pm Sunday, 8:00 am and 10:00 am 

Weekday - See page 2 of bulletin 
 Holy Day Masses - as Announced 

Confessions - Saturday, 3:15-3:45pm and by appointment 
 

——————————————— 
Devotions 

Mother of Perpetual Help, Tuesday after Mass 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Wednesday after Mass  

Rosary, Thursday 5pm  
First Friday devotions & adoration after Mass until Noon  

Parish Registration - Welcome new members! You may 
register in person or by calling Theresa at the parish 
office. Forms are also at all church entrances 

——————————————— 
OCIA -  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
If you are interested in becoming Catholic or wish 
to participate in ongoing formation as an adult  
please contact Deacon John at the parish office 

——————————————— 
Baptisms - Contact Fr. Jeff to schedule 

——————————————— 
Marriage - Contact Fr. Jeff to schedule an  
appointment. The date of your wedding will be  
finalized at the first meeting. There is at least a 6 month 
preparation time. 

——————————————— 
Anointing of the Sick - Those who are seriously ill or are 
having surgery/procedure should contact Fr. Jeff for this 
healing sacrament. 

——————————————— 
Helping Hands (for food/financial assistance) 
 618-462-6902 

——————————————— 
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation 217-321-1155 

March 16, 2025 

 



 

 

And Benediction every Friday  
 

during Lent at Noon  

From the Pastor’s Desk  
 

I will be away this Tuesday and Wednesday for our annual Spring priests meeting. This is a mandatory meeting in 
particular for pastors of parishes. 
 
A blessed St. Patrick Day and St. Joseph Day this week. May these holy intercessors before the throne of God  
continue to help us follow God’s will with a lively, faithful heart.  
 
Welcome this weekend to the representatives of the Land of Peace company as they sell their beautiful olive wood 
carvings. The proceeds help the Catholics in the Holy Land support their families as well as the churches, shrines, 
schools, and clinics, many which are staffed by the Franciscan Friars. 
 
 God’s  blessing in this week of grace. 
 
Pax et Bonum, 
 
Fr. Jeff 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
Ss. Peter & Paul day of prayer will be Monday March 31st. 
Sign-up and details to follow. Any questions please contact  
Patti Kruegel at 618-980-5090. 
 
Thank You, SSPP Pro-Life Committee 

Ladies of the parish, please mark your calendar for a day 

of Recollection and lunch at St. Peter and St Paul's parish 

on March 25, 2025. Mass at 11:15am 

The exact times and agenda will be in the next bulletin. 

Please call Gloria Gray (618-978-0489)  

to make your reservation  

We are the Holy family 

carvings group, and we 

are proud to represent 

the Christian woodcarv-

ers of Bethlehem. These 

artisans rely on tourism, 

but due to the war in Is-

rael, they have lost their 

jobs and are unable to 

provide for their families. 

 

 Our goal is to sell beautiful hand-carved 

Olive Wood religious items, including Na-

tivity Scenes, Crucifixes, Rosaries, Statues, 

Pictures of the Last Supper, and many oth-

er religious items, to Catholic Churches in 

the United States. By purchasing one of 

these exquisite items, you will be support-

ing the Christian families in the Holy Land 

and helping them provide for their families 

and maintain their jobs.  

 

We invite you to take a moment to browse 

through the carvings that will be available 

on the weekend of March 15&16. By sup-

porting this project, you are making a sig-

nificant contribution towards keeping the 

Christian community present in the Holy 

Land.  

Please join us in this worthy cause and 

help us make a difference. We deeply ap-

preciate your support and understanding 

in this crucial matter. 

 

Holy Family Carvings 

Hadeel Qumsieh 



 

 

Readings for the week of March 16, 2025 
 
Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14/Phil 3:17—4:1 or 3:20—
4:1/Lk 9:28b-36 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/Rom 4:13, 
16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21/Mt 21:33-43, 
45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Next Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11 (8a)/1 Cor 10:1-6, 
10-12/Lk 13:1-9 
 

 
 

 
March 15-16 Second Sunday of Lent 
 
4pm e JoAnn Walsh & e Joan & Emmett Fitzgerald 
 
8am e Kathleen Williams 
 
10am  e Vicki Conley 

 
No Mass on Monday March 17 St. Patrick 
 
Tuesday March 18 Lenten Weekday 
NO MASS 
 
Wednesday March 19 St. Joseph 
NO MASS 
 
 
Thursday March 20 Lenten Weekday 
8:15am All Souls 
 
Friday March 21 Lenten Weekday 
8:15am e Harvey & Pat Harmon 
12pm Stations of the Cross 
 
March 22-23 Third Sunday of Lent 
 
4pm e David & Robert Logan 
 
8am Living & deceased of the parish 
 
10am  e Terry & Carolyn Dooley 

March 22-23 
Servers 

4pm - Dave Cordes 
8am -  Patrick & Parker Williams 

10am -  Jim Schwegel 
 

Lectors 
4pm -  Mike Fitzgerald 
8am -  Chris Dunphy 
10am -  Matt Muffley 

 
Extraordinary Ministers 

4pm -  Deacon John present 
Chalice Bearers - Susan Hamilton & Pat Little 

 
8am - Deacon John present 

Chalice Bearer -  Ellen Hampton 
 

10am - Deacon John present 
Chalice Bearers - Gloria Gray & Neil Schulz 

 
 
 

March 16 
Russ Meyer 
Dave Cordes 

March 18 
Mary Ann Zahner 

Mary Riker 
March 19 

Madelyn Phelps 
Neil Schulz 
March 21 

Terrah Velloff 
Aurora Arciga-Schiber 

 
 

A Birthday Prayer 
O God, who has added another year to my life, help 
me to remember that life is Your gift and is to be 
used for You. Teach me so to number my days that 
I may live wisely. Help me to remember You, my 
Creator, all my days. Let me not forget the short-
ness and uncertainty of life but let me do with my 
might what my hands find to do. Remember with 
Your blessing those who have remembered me this 
day, especially my family and loved ones, and keep 
us all in Your care. In Jesus name. Amen. 

MUSIC - March 15-16 Second Sunday of Lent 
 

Processional: #347 The Glory of These Forty Days 
 
Readings and Responsorial Psalm: 888 
 
Offertory: #726 Transfigure Us, O Lord 
 
Communion: #S-17 Humbly We Adore Thee 
 
Recessional: #352 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days 



 

 

Weekly Financial Report 

Collection 12 pm Ash Wednesday March 5 

Loose Contribution $ 204.00 

Ash Wednesday $ 365.00 

Eastern Europe $ 150.00 

TOTAL INCOME  $ 719.00 

Of  239 Envelope Holders 33  contributed to the  
 Ash Wednesday March 5  Collection 

 
Mass Attendance March 5 

12 pm –  148        6pm - 75             

   Total -  223 

Of  239 Envelope Holders 101 contributed to the  
 March 8-9  Collection 

 
Mass Attendance March 8-9 

4pm –  156        8am -  65           10am - 92 

   Total -  313 

Weekly Financial Report 

Collection March  8-9 

Envelope Collection $ 7,730.00 

Loose Contribution $ 124.00 

Online $ 284.43 

Parish Tithing $ 10.00 

Ash Wednesday $ 75.00 

Building Fund $ 10.00 

Eastern Europe $ 60.00 

Gift Shop $ 155.00 

TOTAL INCOME  $ 8,448.43 + 719 + 276 = 9,443.43 

Budgeted Income $ 7,500.00 

Overage/Shortage + $ 1,943.43 

Collection for Catholic Charities - March 15-16 
 

Collection for Catholic Relief Services March  29-30 Weekly Financial Report 

Collection 6pm Ash Wednesday March 5 

Envelope Collection $ 25.00 

Loose Contribution $ 71.00 

Ash Wednesday $ 135.00 

Eastern Europe $ 45.00 

TOTAL INCOME  $ 276.00 

Stewardship Reflections 
March 16, 2025 
2nd Sunday of Lent 
 
“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of 
the Chaldeans to give you this land as a pos-
session.” – Genesis 15:7 
Just as the Lord gave Abraham, Moses, and the 
Israelites a land to possess, He has also given 
each of us a home.  Whether your home is 
grand or humble, it is a gift from God.  Abra-
ham prepared a great sacrifice to the Lord in 
gratitude for the home God gave him.  How do 
you show your gratitude to God for the home 
He has given you?  Do you make a sacrifice of 
any kind?  Do you return any of your finances 
to God, investing in your eternal home just as 
you invest in your earthly home? 



 

 

The attendees at the Women’s Leadership Luncheon 
on March 3  were Sue Schwegel, Gloria Gray, Mary 

Anne Kilmurray, Jane Fin, Virginia Grove, Alice 
Reinecke, Darlene, Watts, and Eva Britts  

Ladies of the Parish, 
You are invited to attend the spring Altar Society trip to the 

St. Louis Basilica on April 8.  We will have a group tour of the 
beautiful church, followed by Mass.  After Mass, we will have 

lunch at Favazza's Restaurant on the Hill.  Cost is $25 for 
lunch.  We will leave the SSPP parking lot at 9:45 and return 
approximately 3:00.  We need to have your reservations by 

April 1.  Please contact  
Mary Anne Kilmurray at 618 531-8250 if you have not  

already signed up at an Altar Society meeting.  Also, please 
let us know if you are willing to be a driver that day. 

SS Peter & Paul Annual  
Palm Sunday Breakfast! 

 
Join us on April 13 after 8:00 

and 10:00 Masses  
in the Sloan Room! 

 
Pancakes, scrambled eggs 
and sausage, biscuits and 
gravy, donuts, fruit, coffee, 

juice and milk. 
 

Free will offering to benefit  
SS Peter & Paul Parish. 

Here are the upcoming  
Alton Knights of Columbus Activities  

 
March 26, Wednesday, Alton Knights 40 Days for 

Life, at the Granite City Hope Clinic,  
from 1 pm to 7 pm 

 
April 2, Wednesday, Alton Knights 40 Days for 

Life, at the Granite City Hope Clinic,  
from 1 pm to 7 pm 

 
April 9, Wednesday, Alton Knights 40 Days for 

Life, at the Granite City Hope Clinic,  
from 1 pm to 7 pm 

 
April 9, Wednesday, Council Blood Drive at Ss 
Peter & Paul Alumni Hall, from 1 pm to 5 pm. 

 
April 10, Thursday, Mass for the Military, open to 

all, at Ss Peter & Paul Church at 6 pm. 
 

April 10 Thursday, Rosary at the Alton Council 
Meeting Room at 7:05 pm 

April 10, Thursday, Alton Council Meeting at Ss 
Peter & Paul School, 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

 
May 8, Thursday Mass for the Military, open to all, 

at Ss Peter & Paul Church at 6 pm. 
May 8 Thursday, Rosery at the Alton Council 

Meeting Room at 7:05 pm 
May 8, Thursday, Alton Council Meeting at Ss 

Peter & Paul School, 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm 



 

 

LENTEN REGULATIONS –  
1. ABSTINENCE – Everyone 14 years of age and over is 

bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the 
Fri days of Lent.  

2. FAST – Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 is required 
to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. On these two 
days of fast and abstinence, only one full meatless meal is 
permitted. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain 
strength may be taken according to each person’s needs, 
but together these two should not equal another full meal. 
Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids 
(including milk and fruit juices) are allowed.  

3.  To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence is 
seriously sinful.  

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry.  Adults $14, 
children $7, under 12 free.  Whitefish, 
whole catfish, buffalo, baked fish, or 

shrimp.  Included are fries, onion rings, 
 cole slaw, green beans bread and drink.  
Dessert available for additional charge.  

 Held 4-7 PM the first six weeks of Lent at the 
McNicholas Club  

1713 Stamper Ln, Godfrey. 
THERE IS NO FISH FRY ON  
GOOD FRIDAY THIS YEAR.   

Do you want to know a great way to make this Lent even bet-
ter?  Listen to Catholic Radio!  Shut off the noise and listen to solid 
Catholic teaching, prayers, and call-in programs.  You can listen on 

a smart speaker, tell Alexa to play Covenant Network Catholic 
Radio, on our App, Covenant  

Network, onlineat OurCatholicRadio.org, or on your local Catholic 
radio station, AM 1080 and 92.7 FM.    Make this a Lent to  

remember.  Pray the Visual Rosary with sacred images for each 
prayer and the Stations of the Cross.  



 

 

Jennifer Martin 
Lisa Brinkman 
 Beth Ann Alvi  
Wes Schultz  
Shane Fin  

Barb Hinson  
Gary Osborne  

Julie Gray  
Regina Shaw 
Trent Ward  

Matthew Paulda  
Regan Taylor 
 Ryan Lopez 
 Rita Parker  

Beverly Fischer 
 Robert Curry  
Tony Marin 

 Brianne Bagwill 
Leo McCleod  
Tracy Mahan 

  John Brinkman 
Tony Martin  
Ken Petitti  

Ashley Taylor 
 Amanda Wohlert 

 Brad Johnson 
 Richard Siemer 

 Rita Wyatt  
Bill Maher  

 Dennis Kilmurray 
 Megan Paulda 

Bob Nelson  
 Mike Delehanty  
Barbara Kallan  

Linda Allen 
 Special Intention for S.T. 

Stan Bosoluke  
Sylvia Manns  

Chris Taul  
Pat Williams  
Ann Hornsey 

Rich & Ann Phillips  
Debbie Tatman 

 Jane Heath  
Jamie Botterbush 

 Kelly Wilfong  
Sara Cleary  

Marilyn Smith  
Jennifer Moonier 
 Barbara Butler 
 Dennis Horn  

Special Intention for G.B. 
Margaret Schwegel  

Jeanette Sagez  
Patrice & Alyssa Eason 

Special Intention for P.M.  
Richard Wille  

 Laura Cleary-Scherff  
Tom & Julie Noel 

Sara Stirton 
Michael Warren 

Col. (Ret.) Bob Seitz 
Jim Lynch 

Don & Judy Gore 
Raiden Phipps 

Richard & Denise Shrum 
Patricia Horn 

Gary Heininger 
MaryJo and Joel Buesteton 

Henry Grabbe  
Gary North 

Gary Phelps 
Joy Stanton 
Mike Boland 
Bill Francis 

Lynn Wolnack 
Jim Hernandez 
Celia Sinclair 
Joseph Tyler 

Benjamin Tyler 
Matt Williams 
Mike Purcell 
Bailey Beiser 

  
 

Please call the office if a 
name is to be removed from 
the list. If you know of any 

parishioner that is in a  
Nursing Home or Home-

bound, please let the parish 
office know. Also, let us 

know which Nursing Home 
they are in. Thank You. 

To report allegations of sexual abuse of a minor by clergy or other 
church personnel (even if it is in the past) please call the Dio-

cese’s Child Abuse Reporting and Investigation number  
at (217) 321-1155. Individuals may also contact Illinois Department 

of Children and Family Services Child Abuse Hotline  
at 1-(800)-25-ABUSE 

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions  For March  
 

For Families in Crisis 
 

Let us pray that broken families might discover the cure for their 
wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each other’s gifts, even 

in their differences. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER  
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
March 16, 2025 
2nd Sunday of Lent 
Luke 9:28b-36 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas said that friends share three things: time, 
possessions and secrets. For example, how do I know if you’re 
my friend? Well, let’s say we’ve been to Mexico together, 
you’ve tried my shaky attempts at pasta carbonara, and you 
know what ridiculous costume I wore in a music video I 
filmed in my early twenties. We, dear reader, are definitely 
friends. We’ve shared time, possessions and secrets. 
 
How does friendship with Jesus develop? The same way. Je-
sus lives and eats with his disciples. Then he takes Peter, 
James and John to Mount Tabor and there reveals to them his 
deepest secret: his glorious, divine Sonship. The majesty of 
God shines from within his humanity in a way that goes be-
yond description. God the Father confirms this “secret,” say-
ing, “This is my chosen Son, listen to him” (Luke 9:35). It’s all 
so precious that “they fell silent and did not at that time tell 
anyone.” Do we take time to be alone with Christ, to allow him 
to mystically share this “secret” with us as his dear friends? 
 
Lenten challenge: This week, identify one time when you ex-
perienced an awareness of some specific aspect of Jesus — 
perhaps on a retreat, at Mass, in prayer or in an act of service. 
Spend ten minutes consciously re-living that experience in 
your heart. If you can’t recall one, set aside at least two hours 
this Lent as a mini retreat, either alone in nature or in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Focus on him and ask him 
to share the secrets of his heart with you. He will. Then, as his 
friend, share the secrets in your heart. 
 
— Father John Muir 
 
©LPi 
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ROBERT E. 
RYAN

Attorney At Law
200 W. Third St. 
Alton, IL 62002

465-8825

Compliments Of

Kathie R. Wuellner, MD
and

John C. Wuellner, MD

Barrett Heating & Cooling
500 Belle St. • Alton	 465-3731

Air Conditioning, Heating & Duct Cleaning 

Sales & Service
A Tradition of Service Since 1896

618-466-3400

34 E. Delmar 
Alton

Owned by 
The Strack Family

3049 Godfrey Rd. Godfrey, IL 62035

MATT HORN 
 Managing Broker
Cell 618-560-8201 

Office 618-466-1513
mlhorn6@charter.net

osfhealthcare.org 

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Brandy Stivers

 
bstivers@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x2609

Alton
(618) 465-3571

Homeward Bound Pet Crematory   717-0544

Bethalto
(618) 377-4000

Godfrey
(618) 466-3573

www.eliaskallalandschaaf.com
info@kallalandschaaf.com

Shop All Stores at: 
www.StPetersHardware.com

Alton, IL

618-466-6931
2502 State St, Alton, IL 62002

Breese, IL

618-577-2502
2 N. 4th St, Breese, IL 62230

Edwardsville, IL

618-692-6960
804 Southwest Pl, Edwardsville, IL 62025

Doctors of Audiology, much more than just a hearing aid store. 
You are guaranteed to see a Doctor of Audiology every visit.  

Call today to start your journey to improved hearing!

Godfrey, IL • 618-466-4444  
Jerseyville, IL • 618-466-4444 

Chester, IL • 618-826-4581

B&J Landscaping, LLC

618-560-3212 
bjlandscaping01@gmail.com 

815-271-0583
Lawn mowing • Spring/Fall Clean-up 

Mulch, Trimming, Edging 
Aeration/Dethatching 

Patio Pavers, Retaining Wall 
Snow Removal and More....

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

/mo.$1995
Starting At

md-medalert.com 800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

Scheffel  
Boyle CPA’s

CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS

Michael Fitzgerald, C.P.A.

Principal
322 State St.	 465-4288


