ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC CHURCH

TEUTOPOLIS, IL

FHEEPTPHANY OF THE LORD
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on
entering the house they saw the child with Mary his
mother. They prostrated themselves and did him
homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

- Mt 2:10-11

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1988, 1970 CCD.




St. Francis of Assisi Parish - Teutopolis, lllinois

From the Pastor

The parishioners extend our sympathies and condolences to three of our parish families. Mildred “Millie” Nosbisch
had her funeral Mass on Wednesday, 23 December, and Roger Esker’s funeral Mass and burial was on Tuesday, 29 Decem-
ber and Connie Rieman’s funeral Mass and burial was on Thursday, December 31. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine on them.

Our Holy Father has announced a “Year of St. Joseph” this year. 150 years ago it was decided that St. Joseph would
be the patron of the universal church, so our pope wrote the apostolic letter “Patris Corde.” The year started on 8§ December
2020 and will continue until 8 December 2021.

As you know, our parish now has streamed Masses. The address for you to go to is in the bulletin and on the parish
website. The parish is grateful to Doug Runde, Gabe Rauch, Jerry Runde, Ron Ruholl and others for their work and tremen-
dous amount of time they spent installing and “tweaking” the equipment to make this happen. If you go to the website, you
will also see that you can watch any Mass that we have already celebrated and that has been recorded. If you would like to
make a donation to help pay for the equipment, just place the donation in an envelope and mark it “Video Equipment” and
drop it in the collection or mail it to the rectory. Since this is new, and we are just getting started, there will be some areas
that need improvement. Please be patient as we work out the bugs.

Most of us are glad to see the year 2020 disappear in our rearview mirrors as we continue our journey. We thank the
Lord for helping us get through some of the more difficult times this year. It is sad enough to lose a loved one, but then
when we have to deal with the coronavirus situation on top of that, life gets complicated. Many in the parish have been
afflicted with this illness, and we thank God for getting them through it. Others have suffered being in a quarantine status
both for protection from getting the bug as well as to get rid of the bug. Some of our teens will always remember the year
because of the athletics situation — some games never even got scheduled. There have been “ripple effects” from the corona-
virus in terms of people losing jobs — especially in the restaurant business, economic hardship, anger management, abuse on
many levels. I think there is a bright side to our whole experience.

If anyone ever wondered if Catholics would come to Mass if there were no obligation to attend Mass, then they got
their answer with this pandemic. Even with live streaming of the Mass, where people can watch Mass in their homes, we are
still seeing a good attendance at our Masses — both weekday Masses and especially weekend Masses. This is great to see.
And if you have been following the parish tithe or offering in the bulletin, then you have observed that our parishioners are
supporting our parish. We see pastoral support in terms of people answering their call to ministry by being an usher, reader
at Mass, Eucharistic minister, sacristan and the financial support which pays our bills. Thank you for your support on many

levels.
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Please remember in your prayers: Monday, January 4, 6:30: Jan Anderson
Margaret Pruemer, Will Niccum, Joe Ruholl, Bill and Tuesday, January 5, 6:30: Delbert & Eileen Haskenherm
Rosie Myers, Andrea Wernsing, Elizabeth Weidner, Paula Tuesday, January 5, 7:55: Hank Ruholl
Spencer, Mark Roedl, Linus Willenborg, Cole Wellbaum, Wednesday, January 6, 6:30: Carol Lawson death anniv.
Kyndal Dasenbrock, Dianne Schabbing, Bob and Mary Thursday, January 7, 6:30: Bernard & Dorothy Ruholl
Lee, Vivie Kinkelaar, Dawson Lohman, Heather Ordner, Thursday, January 7, 12:10: Martha Niemerg
Sara Ordner, Bob Esker, Susan Alfaro, Marilyn Zerrusen, Friday, January 8, 6:30: Jack Hardiek
Roddnie Deters, Korrie Hartke, Tanner Pruemer, Sherri Friday, January 8, 7:55: Bob Deters
Wall, Chris Frey, Anita Holman, Connie Rieman, Steve Saturday, January 9, 4:30: Roger Renschen
Runde, Vera Kroeger, Toby McMahon. Sunday, January 10, 6:30: Ambrose & Agnes Ruholl
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please Sunday, January 10, 8:30: John Sheehan
call the office at 217-857-6404. Sunday, January 10, 10:30: Pro Populo

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Even the slightest flicker of a light helps to properly orient us when we find ourselves in total darkness. Being in darkness
can be unsettling and even a bit unnerving. We lose our focus and struggle to find our bearings and achieve balance. On
life’s journey we may think we are walking in the light but are really lingering in darkness. We do not see the full picture,
either because we are distracted, disinterested, or even apprehensive. Sometimes, we even choose to close our eyes when
the light is readily available to illuminate our path. Do we really desire to know the truth of who we are? In Jesus Christ, a
light has been given to those who dwell in darkness. God’s revelation gives us the light to see where we come from, who
we are and where we are going. It also tells us that this Good News is not meant for just a privileged few but is intended to
go out to all the world. Is this something we want to see?




January 3, 2021 - The Epiphany of the Lord

Liturgy Schedule
January 4 - 10

Monday, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Mass at 6:30 am
Adoration 1:00 pm until 6:00 am
Tuesday morning
Tuesday, St. John Neumann
Mass at 6:30 & 7:55 am
Wednesday, St. Andre Bessette
Mass at 6:30 am
Thursday, St. Raymond of Penyafort
Mass at 6:30 am & 12:10 pm
Friday, Mass at 6:30 & 7:55 am
Saturday, Mass at 4:30 pm
Sunday, The Baptism of the Lord

Mass at 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 am

Confession Schedule
Tuesday, January 5 - 6:15-6:45 pm
Thursday, January 7 - 6:15-6:45 pm
Saturday, January 9 - 3:00-4:00 pm

Liturgy of the Hours with Friars
Monday-Friday -- 11:45 am & 4:45 pm

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

First Reading:

In late 6th century BC, the prophet Isaiah proclaimed an
unimaginable future of glory for Israel in the wake of their
return from seventy years of captivity in Babylon. What
message of hope does our nation need today?

Second Reading:

Paul speaks of God’s “revelation” to include Gentiles as
“coheirs” and “copartners” with Jews in the divine promise
fulfilled in Christ Jesus. How welcoming are you to those
you consider outsiders?

Gospel:

The magi’s visit to discover the “newborn king of the
Jews” caused great anxiety for the religious leaders of Je-
rusalem, including King Herod. Why do you think some
people are not open to the good news of Jesus Christ?

Sarish Calendar

Monday, January 4

e Eucharistic adoration, 1:00 pm - 6:00 am

e RCIA, 7:00 - 8:15 pm, Sr. Ethelbert Center

Tuesday, January 5

e Confessions, 6:15 - 6:45 pm

e Secular Franciscans, 6:00 pm, St. Clare

e  Guitar practice, 6:45 pm, church

Wednesday, January 6

e  Children’s choir, 2:30 - 3:45 pm

e Young adult choir, 6:00 - 6:45 pm, church

e Rosary, 7:00 pm, chapel

Thursday, January 7

e Confessions, 6:15 - 6:45 pm

e Baptism Prep, 7:00 pm, St. Clare

e Adult choir, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, church

Saturday, January 9

e Confessions, 3:00 - 4:00 pm

Sunday, January 10

e Right to Life drive thru breakfast, 7:00 am - 12:30
pm, Teutopolis Banquet Hall

© ©

January 22 Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection
of Unborn Children In remembrance of the Roe v.
Wade abortion decision, we are asked to observe a day of
penitential prayer and fasting. St. Francis Church will
have a special vigil pro-life Mass at 7:00 pm on Thurs-
day, January 21st, with Eucharistic Exposition and Ad-
oration on Friday, January 22nd. Exposition will be in
the chapel after the Friday 8:00 am Mass with closing
Benediction at 4:30 pm. Please mark your calendars and
plan to attend.

Stewardship of Treasure

FAITH
HUMILITY

139 Adult envelopes
48 Online giving
Other

TOTAL

Assisi to Africa

Adult envelopes
18 Online giving
Other

TOTAL

Assisi to Africa

Christmas Day
Catholic Children’s Home

Sunday
12/20/2020

$7,847.00
$5,200.00
$214.00
$13,261.00

$940.00

Sunday

Total Fiscal

Year
$185,616.34
$54,177.00
$4.191.10
$243,984.44

$17,767.00

Total Fiscal

12/27/2020
$10,068.33
$665.00
$220.00
$10,953.33

$2,403.00

Year
$195,684.67
$54,842.00
$4.411.10
$254,937.77

$20,170.00

$14,793.00
$3,207.00
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Religious Education News
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Teachers Needed: First Grade religion
teacher on Monday. Fifth Grade Gospel
Teacher on Tuesday. We teach from 7:50-
8:40 each day. Please consider helping!
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Grade 1-6 Bake Sale: The students were able to send
$750 to Father Damien and $250 to the Notre Dame
Missions both in Africa. The next Bake Sale is Janu-
ary 12-14, 2021.

Grade 2: The students will be preparing for their first
Reconciliation. Parent meetings are scheduled for
January 25 and January 28 in Sister Ethelbert Center
at 7:00 p.m. A parent should attend one of the meet-
ings. Reconciliation is scheduled for March 20, 2021
in the morning at 8:30 a.m. or 10:00 a.m.

Grades 1-6 Parents: Should school be closed due to
Covid concerns, the students should do one lesson or
chapter each week in their religion book. Religion
teachers will check the work when school resumes.

YoOUTH MINISTRY CALENDAR
January 13 — JH/HS religion resumes

CHWC Announcement - Thanks to the
Tr'l ;'l:h () Community for again supporting Catholic

““ Heart Workcamp Group through Holiday
= purchases of Scrip cards and Cardinal
calendars! We wish you a joyous Christ-
mas season and a Happy New Year!

March for Life Local March for Life will be in Indian-
apolis, IN on Friday January 22 at 1 1AM from 200 W
Washington St. Any individual that might be interested in
attending, please let me know thru email or text. Teens
must have a parent with them. Cost will be determined by
numbers of attendees. Deadline for sign-ups January 14.
Diann Ruholl, 217-663-2056 or dcruholl@hotmail.com

Scrip Cards Thanks to all who have
been purchasing scrip cards! You are
making a difference! Scrip cards are
available Monday through Friday at
Niebrugge Financial. Thanks for support-
ing our parish youth.

ASSISI FOR AFRICA - Thanks to our brother Fr.
Gustave, our Franciscan community has opened a new
home, Maison Mapendo (Home of Love), with the collabo-
ration of the people of his neighborhood. It is only for
girls, especially the most vulnerable. The co-founder is the
dynamic Jolie Kiambo Chabu, who unfortunately was hit
by a truck and is now in the hospital. There are only a few
girls in their new home, but we are sure that it will soon be
filled. The existence of these small boys and girls without
family is a sad commentary on the poverty and instability
of marriage. Let us begin anew, for up till now we have
done nothing (St Francis). — Fr. Damien

God Bless Those Serving our Country.
Anthony Vahling, Jeremy Deters,
Ryan Weber, Cody Bushue,
Andrew Isley, Shawn Zerrusen,

Ali Kingery, Andrew Simmons,

Justis Coventry, Ross Sheehan,

Jesse Koester, Braydan Bushue.

Wise Men See God in the Simple Things
If you’re on social media, you have
probably seen a meme going around
that features this quote: “God has a
plan for your life. The enemy has a
plan for your life. Be ready for
both. Just be wise enough to know
which one to battle and which one
to embrace.”

There were certainly two competing plans for the Magi:
God’s and Herod’s. And, wise as they supposedly were, it
wasn’t entirely easy for the Magi to discern which was
which.

After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered the Magi
hospitality and kindness. Though the Gospel doesn’t say
so0, he probably flattered them and appealed to every moral
weakness he could observe in them. In his palace, they
must have felt great physical comfort — rest and tables of
plenty on what was an otherwise long and treacherous jour-
ney.

But if the Magi were honest with themselves, I’ll bet they
would have admitted that, regardless of Herod’s charm,
they felt a gnawing sense of doubt while in his presence.
When they looked upon the Christ Child, born in a stable
without any of the comforts of the world or protections of
wealth, they probably felt the opposite. They probably felt
safe.

The Magi were lucky enough to have the right plan spelled
out for them in a dream, but for the rest of us, it’s enough
to remember this: God’s plan is often the one that leads us
to places of great simplicity, great humility and great love.
Let’s have the wisdom to view power with suspicion, and
innocence with admiration.

Holy Humor - Just a Second

Adam: What is a million years like to you?
God: Like one second.

Adam: What is a million dollars like to you?
God: Like one penny.

Adam: Can | have a penny?

God: Sure, just a second.
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ANNUAL PRO-LIFE BREAKFAST

Mark your calendars!! Sunday, January 10" from 7:00 am
to 12:30 pm.

Drive-thru breakfast of whole hog sausage and eggs. Free
will offering. A 50/50 raffle will also be offered.

New location: the Teutopolis Banquet Hall (formerly
known as the KC Hall) located at 210 S. Pearl.

Volunteers needed for set up on January 9™ at 8:00 am and
January 10™ starting at 7:00 am at the banquet hall. Volun-
teer sign up -- call Susan at 217-663-2084 or email nine-
vogt@yahoo.com.

This is the primary fundraiser for Effingham Area Right
to Life. If unable to attend, please consider sending a do-
nation to: PO Box 861, Effingham, IL 62401

Thank you for your support for all life!

Using truth-based education and Christian values,

Effingham Area Right to Life transforms hearts,
=M changes minds, and inspires people to take action

to defend the most vulnerable human lives.

Visit us on Facebook!

CCW News There will be a CCW meeting on Monday,
January 4, 2021 at 6:30 pm in the Sr. Ethelbert Center.
There will be a very short officer welcome and installation
ceremony. Those who attend are asked to wear a mask and
practice social distancing.

Family Life Center is looking for a part-time nurse who
would love to be part our pro-life ministry. The position is
currently two days a week but could develop into more as
they expand their services. If you have any questions or
would like more information, please call Mary at
217-342-5433.

Marriage Requirements If you have
your wedding scheduled at St. Francis,
you will be required to attend the follow-
ing for preparation:

Pre-Cana workshops offered in the Eff-
ingham area:
e St. Francis, Teutopolis, January 31, 2021.

Call 217-857-6404 to register.
e St. Mary, Ste. Marie, March 13, 2021.

Call 618-455-3155 to register.
Additional dates are available on the diocesan website at
www.dio.org under vocation services, marriage and family
life, or call 857-6404 for a list.

Please Note: Because of COVID, we are limiting our
Pre-Cana to 25 couples. If you need to attend, please
register as soon as possible.

FOCCUS: Scheduled dates at St. Francis are as follows:

e April 10,2021

o July3,2021

e October 2, 2021

All sessions begin after 4:30 pm Mass in St. Clare hall. To
register call 857-6404.

Upcoming NFP Classes

Saturday, January 9th, 9:00-10:30 am on WebEx
Friday, February 5th, 6:00-7:30 pm on WebEx
Saturday, March 20th, 1:00-2:30 pm on WebEx

To register for an NFP class on the Creighton Model Fer-
tility Care System, contact Kate Pruemer, CFCP. Email
her at kpruemer@gmail.com or call or text 217-821-1840.

Welcome those recently

2 ﬂ# - baptized to our faith family.

b ”." ‘HUH Sl
Kate Marie Hunsaker,
Daughter of Austin and Deanna (Althoff) Hunsaker

Maren Aimes Martin,
Daughter of Lewis and Brooke (Zerrusen) Martin

Charlie James Zerrusen,
Son of Clayton and Chelsea (Meinhart) Zerrusen

We also welcome those

& Please Welcome W recently resis-
2888 OUR NEW MEMBERS toret i 5t Frarec8'®

parish.
Trey and Lara (Zerrusen) Dasenbrock
Lewis and Brooke (Zerrusen) Martin and daughter, Maren
Jane Pruemer

Jayme Schultheis

Baptism Prep Dates

e Thursday, January 7, 2021, St. Francis

e Thursday, February 4, 2021, St. Rose ——— ]
e Thursday, March 4, 2021, St. Francis st
All classes begin at 7:00 pm. To register for

classes at St. Francis call 217-857-6404; at St. Rose call
217-924-4553; and at St. Isidore call 217-821-9178. All
dates are subject to change.

Please Note Baptisms will take place on the second and
fourth weekends of each month. No baptism during Lent.

Parish Office

203 E. Main St., P.O. Box 730, Teutopolis, IL 62467-0730
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 am-4:30 pm

Phone: (217) 857-6404

Fax: (217) 857-1031

Parish E-mail: stfrancischurch@mchsi.com
Parish website: stfrancischurch.com

Facebook: @stfrancischurchteutopolis

Submit written bulletin notices by noon Monday.
Diocesan website: www.dio.org

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting and Investigation
Number (217) 321-1155
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Annual Catholic Services Appeal (ACSA)
transitioning to Parish Community Tithe

This year we begin the transition from the ACSA
appeal to the Parish Tithe. The funds received through the
tithe will be used for the support and services provided by
the diocese, in the same way that ACSA funds supported
the diocese. This year the change is the calculation used
by the diocese. The amount our parish is expected to tithe
is 10% of our annual church income. Capital campaign
income is not included in the calculation. Our parish tith-
ing goal for this year is $77,199.

Parishioners can donate directly to the Parish Tithe
fund in the same manner we have in the past for ACSA.
You can send your donation directly to the diocese, or do-
nate through our online system, or you can drop it in the
collection box and the parish staff will forward the funds to
the diocese. When writing your check make it out to
“Diocese Parish Tithe” and write St. Francis Teutopolis in
the memo line. The tithing contribution can be in place of
your weekly contributions to the parish. The funds that are
donated directly to the Parish Tithe are not included in the
tithe calculation.

If you have donated to ACSA through the summer
and already this fall, these funds will be posted against our
tithe goal for this year by the diocese.

If you have any questions, please call Fr. Joe or
Anita Broom at 217-857-6404.

The Epiphany of the Lord

Copartners in the Promise. The readings and this solem-
nity are filled with competing images and persons. Dark-
ness and light. Christians of Jewish heritage and Gentiles.
Chosen people and coheirs, copartners. Herod and the Ma-
gi. Epiphany teaches us this: all are members of the same
body, all are coheirs of God’s goodness, all are copartners
in the promise of Christ Jesus.

e Like the Magi, how will I give homage to Christ today

e  Whom do I look down upon that | must see as a copart-
ner with me?

e What treasure will I give away, will I offer to another?

©PUZZLE

We received the following thank you from
, _ _the Divine Word Missionaries for our
IHANK  Mission Coop collection.

YOU We are very grateful for your second col-
lections at Masses. We were able to re-
spond to the anxieties and sorrows that

have spread along with this pandemic. Your attention sus-
tains our efforts to build chapels, celebrate the sacraments
and spread the Word of God. Your financial and prayerful
support make it possible for our priests and brothers to
strengthen the kingdom of God globally. May God contin-
ue to bless all of you! Let us remember each other often in
prayer.

Find and circle these words from today's Gospel:
WHEEAEH MESS1AH GIFTS
STAR WORSHIP WARNED
HEROD EXCITED DREAM
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DMIBSION e
together like the wise men did.
Sharing the Gospel

Jigsaw puzzles are fun. Solve a puzzle with your whole
family, and it comes together even faster. God helped the
wise men solve a puzzle. They wanted to find the new-
born king. Together the wise men read God's promises,
did their homework, and followed the star. When all of
their answers fit, they found baby Jesus.

Prayer
God, thank you for all the people who helped me
find Jesus.

Mission for the Week
Solve a puzzle together with your family. Work together
like the wise men did.

THANK YOU TO OUR

ADVERTISERS
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Effingham ¢ 217-347-5755

WALDHOFF SIGNS COMPLIMENTS OF TEUTOPOLIS
CONSTRUCTION INC.
F RL. 33 East, Effingham, I UMLIMITED EFFINGHAM AU-I;QCISZMEQ?AIR
. 211 857-6085 Farm & Home Builders B AATIOAL AT e ASPHALT On The Farm Tire Service
T B1TA5T-1737 | DUniimissidies, cem Teutopolis, IL (217) 857-6096
857-3213  857-6225 Teutapain, It COMPANY JOHNBUENING DN CROFT
* [ndoor Pool . ) WEBER BROS
« Free WIFI G%anto b HESRES : EQUIPMENT INC
oFroB et Savings Bank St. Al"_lthﬂl I:I!|I' s .
—— fggosN.BlngI:I g: Eff::gngm II: PR copl sl The Store of Quality & Good Service
0 g 217-347-7173 + 800-836-7173 (217) 857-3135
201 SOUTH BANKER ST. 217-342-2147 Next to Bauer Funeral Home www.washingtonsavings.net 200 E. Main Teutopolis
.“1'] ||| !Il‘th :.......?........:
"‘}\) L J. B. Esker & Sons, Inc. | _ Complimentsof &
L 11 1[ ( ]I 11 Concrete Construction Co. s+ Burford Electric
! ® 110 N. Commercial Drive §
CAMDP ONDESSONK o ! o
The bestin arthur:edtc care ey & Fricn Comaplng Avallable 212 W. Main  P.O. Box 490, Teutopols, IL « 217/857-6543 |'s ~ Teutopolis , IL 62467
217 342-3400 | oweman ™™ O FOR ANYTHING IN CONCRETE s, , 2178576365 & -

BUSHUR

T CONSTRUCTIONCO.
New Home Construction
Since 1957
821-5708 ® 821-4644

RUNDE CLINIC
857-6481

Dr. Charles Runde
Dr. John Merkel
Dr. Eric Bloemer

BOARD CERTIFIED FAMILY PRACTITIONERS

uatman

umber
857-3444

116 So. Washington, Teutopolis

== Heritage
Il Builders

Design/Build

n Management * ¢

(217) 342-9554
1016 S. Willow St. * Effingham, IL 62401

Wessel’'s
Since 1915
857-3553

BAUER FUNERAL HOME
aﬂrbyéam 7611/0/00&'3

342-2177 857-3800
1212 Evergreen, Effingham 302 E. Main, Teutopolis

SAND e GRAVEL
LiMesTONE ®© WHITE Rock
Truck INSPECTION LANE

217-342-6116

www.HeuermanBrosTrucking.com

14375 E. 1600™ Ave, Effingham

FC7NIV-GAE ADVERTISE YOUR
QIITIENLS BUSINESS HERE

Contact Trey Hill ¢ thill@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2613

el e N

| SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

Mark’s ﬁ:i B
Inc.

Teutopolis, lllinois
857-6014
Let Your Light Shine

DIETERICH
BANK i .

TEUTOPOLIS

(2173857-1313 | DIETERCHBANK COM

ST

UPGRADE TD

VIBRA

i

NT ad

Contact us for details - 800-950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

NERKEMPE

857-3482 » Teutopolis

Lic #058-121930

TINGLEY

INSURANCE AGENCY INC.
Chris Tingley
217-342-3637
ctingley@tingleyinsurance.com

1608 A West Main Street / Teutopolis, IL 62467
Fax: (217) 857-3828 « (800) 386-3170

(217) 857-3196

right to your inbox!

www .parishesonline.com

-5

Too Sick for Mass?

SUPPORT OUR PARISH NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE!
Slgmup to get your bulletin delivered

St. Francis of Assisi, Teutopolis, IL

A 4C 01-0311



