
 

This report contains a summary of the financial state of our 

parish and school.  It also includes other ways we use our 

time, talent, and treasure in building up our parish 

community.  We want to thank you for the many ways you 

contribute – and not just financially.  We are truly blessed by 

your generosity. 

 

Last fiscal year was a continued challenge.  Our school staff, 

parish staff and families found ways to respond to make it the 

best experience possible.  We were able to return to in-person learning and saw many people return to in-

person Mass.  We’ve been able to respond to the changing guidelines and protocols.  We’ve made use of 

our increased space in order to stay within those guidelines.  But, as you will see, the pandemic had a big 

impact on our finances for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021. 

   

The biggest message we need to deliver is that our overall Sunday collections and school tuition and fees 

are not keeping up with the increase in costs for the buildings and staff that make up our campus.  Until 

last fiscal year, we were able to make up shortfalls with the donation received from our annual festival.  

Last year, we were not able to hold that festival, and for the first time in the five years presented, the 

financials show a deficit of $101,382.  To be clear, we’ve been showing you financial reports where our 

income and expenses equal, but if we remove the festival donation from 2017 through 2021, and the 

CARES act PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) loan proceeds from 2020, the picture is much different.   

 

Please review carefully the charts and graphs presented here.  Please also remember that we have a 

Diocesan loan of just under $1 million, plus interest, that needs to be repaid.  We all enjoy the festival 

and the ability it offers for us to come together and celebrate our parish and school, but we need to make 

sure we can sustain ourselves and not rely on its financial windfall. 

 

I, as well as members of the Finance Council, are available any time to answer questions on the status of 

the financial condition of the parish.  Feel free to ask any questions you may have, at any time.   

 

Msgr. Jerry Ward, Pastor 

 

Blessed Sacrament Parish Finance Council (Trent Ahlers, Ben Getz, Derek McCully, Mike Rochford,     

Leslie Vallar, Denise Henderson) 

 

Parish Trustees (Julie Blair, Andy Honegger) 

1020 S. First Ave. 

Morton, IL  61550 

309-266-9721 

www.bscmorton.org 

Finance Report 2021 

Our Mission ~ To be formed as disciples who encounter the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament,                                     

love the Lord through worship, and bring Christ to others through joyful service. 



TITHE 
 

A tithe is a one-tenth part of something voluntarily paid as a contribution to a religious 

organization or charity.  What matters most is not whether you give the tenth of your 

earnings, but whether you give it with the right attitude and the right heart.  A heart that is 

truly right with God will have no problems giving ten percent or even more.  God doesn't 

need our money, but we definitely need God to bless our money.  That's why God calls us 

into generosity; He wants to know whether we value Him enough to part with our finances, 

whether it makes sense or not, and whether tithing is a dead practice or not.  As your parish 

community, we’ve always asked for ALL parishioners to contribute 4% as regular Sunday 

offerings.  The Diocese asks for 1% as part of the Annual Diocesan Appeal.  That leaves 5% 

to contribute to the other organizations that mean the most to you. 

Annual 

Gross  

Income 

Monthly  

Contribution 

@ 4% 

Annual 

Contribution 

@ 4% 

$24,000 $80 $960 

$36,000 $120 $1,440 

$48,000 $160 $1,920 

$60,000 $200 $2,400 

$96,000 $320 $3,840 

$120,000 $400 $4,800 

FINANCIAL RESULTS – 5-YEAR HISTORY 
 

This chart shows revenues without extraordinary items (Festival proceeds, CARES Act PPP, investment gains/losses) and 

expenses over a 5-year period.  This chart illustrates the growing gap between our ordinary sources of income and our parish 

expenses.   

 

DEBT REDUCTION 
 

The current balance of our building debt is just under $1 million.  We’ve been able to pay that down because of continued 

payments on pledges and other contributions.  However, as we’ve previously mentioned, the interest incurred is substantial.   

The only way to reduce and/or eliminate that interest expense is to pay down the debt.  Below is a summary of payments made 

during the 2020-2021 fiscal year: 

 

Beginning debt balance 9/30/2020  $ 1,350 ,000 

Principal paid     $   (279,000) 

Ending debt balance 6/30/2021   $ 1,071,000 

Interest paid in 2020-2021   $ 56,130.98 

2020-2021 FINANCIAL RESULTS 



                                       HIGHLIGHTS 2020–2021 
 

Stewardship  
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul disrupted their normal process of helping friends in 

need, but still provided over $47,000 for rents, utilities, medical expenses, and food, 

helping those in need offset the financial stress and income disruptions caused by 

COVID-19.  In addition, $8,130 worth of goods were donated to Sophia's Kitchen, 

Community Harvest Food Pantry, We Care, and Community Cupboard.   

 

The Annual Fund raised $48,545 to support various efforts within the parish. 

  

Evangelization 
Outreach programs continued in the way of making weekly phone calls and sending notes to the 

homebound of our parish. Our Pastoral Care team resumed visiting in person when restrictions were lifted 

and it was safe to do so. Notes and bulletins were also sent weekly to Restmor, Aperion Care Villa, and to 

Apostolic Christian Life Points homes. 

 

Fr. Jerry and our pastoral staff were not able to visit the local hospitals, but 

weekly follow up phone calls were made and notes were sent out to the sick.  

 

Blessed Family Ministries provided opportunities for families to grow closer to our 

Lord, especially through their monthly fellowship gatherings. 

 

Our parish experienced an increase in funerals, which resulted in additional 

bereavement outreach and increased participation in the monthly Grief Care support group.  The 

group met via Zoom, followed by meetings in-person when restrictions were lifted. 

 

The Cursillo Community was welcomed to our parish church every Monday evening.  A talk was given 

by a member of the Cursillo community and Mass was celebrated which was streamed on the Cursillo 

Facebook page.  

 

Parish 
During the past year, we welcomed 30 new families to our parish by sending out welcome packets and reaching out to new 

members to answer any questions and provide information about our parish. 

 

Our faith community stayed connected during COVID quarantine via web-streamed Masses, even as we have been able to return 

to limited in-person Mass attendance. 

 

Religious Education 
The Religious Education program for public school children had 182 children enrolled.  Of 

those, only 12 chose to be totally remote.  A new textbook from Sophia Press Institute, "Spirit 

of Truth,” was used for grades 1-8, and when we were 

closed down at times for COVID, the children could use 

their online version of the text to continue their 

education.  We confirmed 36 students in our high school 

program. 

 

The former music room for the school has been cleaned 

out and received some renovations.  This room will be 

able to be used as both the Liturgical Music Room as 

well as our Youth Ministry room. 

 

During the pandemic, our High School Youth Ministry was not able to meet, but started 

back up and was re-branded on May 2, 2020.  The meetings are held on Sundays, at    

7:33 PM, in the Youth Ministry room.  This group is called 'Holy Ground.'  Acts 7:33, God 

from the burning bush told Moses to “take off your sandals for this is Holy Ground.” 

 

We prepared for our weeklong mission called TOTUS TUUS (held in July 2021).  We had over 80 children (grades     

1-6), 45 teens (grades 7-12), and 12 kindergartners, participate in this mission, which focused on our Catholic 

identity through attending daily Mass, learning more about the 10 commandments and the Glorious Mysteries of 

the rosary.  60 parish members donated their time by praying in the Holy Family Chapel during the week and special 

Masses were held each day. 
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              HIGHLIGHTS 2020–2021 continued 
 

School 
 

213 students were enrolled in pre-school through 8th grade at Blessed Sacrament 

School. 

 

Like every aspect of post-March 2020, the past school year was certainly a challenge 

for the BSS Athletic Program, but the Tars were able to complete the baseball, cross 

country, boys and girls basketball and girls volleyball seasons (Track & Field was 

cancelled). 

 

Highlights of the year included the 

Union baseball team (co-op with Bethel Lutheran) winning the IESA regional 

championship and the boys Cross Country team winning the IESA 

Sectional.  Max Kirby (6th grader) was the individual champion at the 

sectional meet.  There were no subsequent rounds of the state tournament 

series.  Participation in BSS extracurricular activities continues to be excellent 

with over 90% of the 5th - 8th graders wearing a Tars uniform. 

 

With the loss of the Knights of Columbus 

basketball and volleyball tournaments, 

concessions and limited gates (no visiting 

fans), the Athletic Department was blessed with gifts from parishioners, school families and 

sponsors to continue to operate independently from the school and parish budgets. 


