
Twenty-Fifth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
September 20, 2020

First Reading  Isaiah 55:6–9

Responsorial  Psalms 145:2–3, 8–9, 17–18 
The Lord is near to all who call  
upon Him.
Second Reading  Philippians 1:20C–24, 27A

Gospel  Matthew 20:1–16A
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This weekend our special collection is to support the 
education and formation of the seminarians studying to 
be priests. We have been very blessed to be a Teaching 
Parish for Mundelein Seminary. We have had two 
seminarians with us the past three years: Arthur Bautista, 
who was recently ordained a priest for the Archdiocese 
of Chicago, and Nate Resila who was recently ordained a 
deacon for the Diocese of Albany, New York. Nate will be 
here this year serving our community as a deacon on the 
weekends, as he finishes his final year of studies before 
being ordained a priest in June.
This year we have been entrusted with the responsibility 
of helping to form another seminarian for the Archdiocese 
of Chicago—Andres Rojas, who is entering his 3rd Year 
of Theology. I have known Andres for many years. I 
was his Vocation Director while he was in the College 
Seminary and then when he entered Mundelein Seminary. 
I am very excited to welcome him to our parish and assist 
in his formation for the priesthood. It is also a great sign 
of trust that Mundelein Seminary and the Archdiocese has 
placed Andres with us and has asked us to continue to be 
a Teaching Parish. 
In light of the Seminary’s trust in us, I encourage you to 
be generous with this weekend’s special collection and 
help to financially support the education and formation of 
our seminarians. This is a very important job! It helps to 
ensure that all of our future priests are well-educated and 
well-trained for ministry.
God Bless,
 

P.S. Please see Andres’s biography below as he introduces 
himself to our parish.

My name is Andres Alejandro Rojas. I am a seminarian 
for the Archdiocese of Chicago studying in my third 
year of theology at Mundelein Seminary. I was born in 
Los Angeles, California but I grew up in Chicago. My 
father is from Puebla, Mexico and my mother is from 

Supporting Our Seminarians
El Salvador. I am the second 
youngest of six children and all of 
us still live close to Chicago.
I went to Walter Payton College 
Prep for high school and it was 
during this time that I began to 
consider the call to priesthood. 
My family has always been very 
involved at my home parish of 
Our Lady of Mercy in Albany Park. Since we moved to 
Chicago we have enjoyed serving and volunteering in 
the community. The needs of the church and the example 
of the pastor began to stir in me the desire to give more 
of myself to God. With this desire in mind, I began to 
pray more intentionally, and with the help of my pastor I 
entered St. Joseph College Seminary in 2010.
My formation at the college seminary helped me learn 
more about the Church and about myself. During this 
time I would meet some of my best friends who shared 
in the desire to serve and join the priesthood. In 2014, I 
graduated from Loyola University and entered Mundelein 
Seminary. I had the opportunity to intern at St. Paul in 
Chicago Heights and to serve as the Children’s Hospital 
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Religious Education classes begin this week. The school 
is back in full swing. All of our parish children will gather 
once again to learn and share what they so distinctly have 
in common—their Catholic faith. In our 1st Reading 
from Isaiah, we are reminded that the Lord’s way is the 
only right way, and that to be one with him we must 
follow his way. We can be reminded of what true faith 
is by watching children who believe. The 2nd Reading 
reminds us of this as it tells us that we have jobs to do 
for our faith as long as we are here on earth. Paul made 
a choice to suffer for his faith. He sat in prison holding 
firm to his belief, when denying what he believed could 
have spared him. Paul made it clear that he could not lose 
when he continued to rejoice in the hope that he would be 
saved whether through his life or his death. What a strong 
testament to faith!

In Matthew’s Gospel we hear the parable of the landowner 
in regard to the kingdom of heaven. We are all God’s 
children and God equally loves us all. Through this 
gospel we are instructed, “The last shall be first and the 

first will be last.” God doesn’t 
care who we are or how much 
money we have. God doesn’t 
care what color skin we have. His 
followers were always accusing 
him of dining with sinners and 
tax collectors or in the case of this 
gospel, treating those with less 
with even more love and attention. 
What a great reminder to be 
humble and to follow in every way we can. God shows 
us just how generous he is to all people regardless of how 
long they worked or who they were.

As school and Religious Ed begins again, we understand 
the importance of teaching the children that we are all 
God’s children, regardless of where we have come from 
or where we go to school. God loves us all and that is 
very freeing! 

Scripture Reflection
1ST: IS 55:6–9  2ND: PHIL 1:20C–24, 27A  GOSPEL: MT 20:1–16A

— Mary Jane Sullivan, Pastoral Associate and  
Director of Evangelization

Chaplain at Sinai Health Systems in Chicago. As I entered 
my third year at Mundelein, I recognized in myself 
various attachments and unanswered questions that were 
preventing me from fully committing myself to Christ and 
his Church. After a semester of a pastoral year, I decided 
to step out of seminary formation in 2017.
I spent two years out of seminary living and working 
with my family. I worked as a barista at a French café and 
a tea shop. I also worked with my parents to help them 
start their own business. During all of this the question 
of priesthood had never left my heart. I began to once 
again participate at Our Lady of Mercy in the youth group 
and at other events. With the help of my pastor, Fr. Nick 
Desmond, I began to rediscover my prayer life and love 
for parish ministry.
After a time of discernment, I wanted to find more 
clarity about my vocation and the call to priesthood. So 
at the suggestion of the vocation director, I entered the 
Spirituality Year with the Archdiocese of Chicago in 2019. 

From Our Pastor, continued

It was a yearlong program designed to help a prospective 
seminarian strengthen his relationship with Christ and to 
commit more intentionally to a life of chastity and service. 
As I completed the Spirituality Year, I made a 30-day 
silent retreat with the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises. This 
experience helped me to surrender, trust and love Christ 
even more.
These experiences helped me settle some of these 
questions and challenges that had previously troubled me 
and to find my strength and resolve in the love that Christ 
has for me and his Church. 
Now I am once again starting my third year at Mundelein 
Seminary with hope and faith in what Christ has for me in 
my future. I am honored to be at St. Josaphat and I hope to 
learn more of what it means to be a parish priest. I thank 
you for your prayers and ask that together we continue to 
pray for more vocations.

— Andres Alejandro Rojas, 3rd Year Seminarian



St. Josaphat, Pray for Us!

We’re most in need of:  
bottled water and single use or 

travel-sized hand sanitizers

Parish News

We warmly welcome new parishioners 
Ashley Irizarry & Arlene Flores 
and Family, Jessica Florey. You will 
receive our Welcome Kit in the mail.
If you are new to the neighborhood, 
please register through our website at 
www.stjosaphatparish.org.

Who’s New in the Pew?

Mon. 9/21 8:00 am School Mass, Watch Live on Facebook 
  6:30 pm  School Board Meeting (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm Baptismal Preparation* (Church)
Tues. 9/22 8:00 am School Mass, Watch Live on Facebook 
  6:00 pm Religious Education Begins! (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm Holy Hour of Prayer, Adoration and Reconciliation*  
   (Church) 
Wed. 9/23 8:00 am School Mass, Watch Live on Facebook
Thurs. 9/24 7:00 pm Alpha (Zoom)
Fri. 9/25 8:00 am Mass* (Church)
Sat. 9/26 4:00 pm Boomer Picnic (Community Park)
Sun. 9/27  Happy Birthday, Fr. Francis! 
  10:00 am Mass* (Church), or Watch Live on Facebook 
  11:15 am Baptism (Church)
   *Reservations required 

This Week

Giving, September 7–13
Total ..................................$6,689.00
Weekly Need .................. $10,012.50
Deficit .............................(–3,323.50)

Give Central  
Text-to-Give:

Text SUNDAY to 312.625.5666 
Text SEMINARY to 312.625.5666

Mass
Intentions

Today † Ann Ashbeck,  
 † Phillis Douglas, † Robert Cook
Fr. Francis is praying his daily Mass 
for us and these intentions this week:

Monday † Jim Schultz
Tuesday † Purgatorial Society
Wednesday Parishioners of  
 St. Josaphat
Thursday Parishioners of  
 St. Josaphat
Friday Living and Deceased  
 Mothers and Fathers
Saturday † Josh Glodo
Sunday † Catherine Dreixler,  
 † Joseph Paglia,  
 † Bradley Goodyear Smith

PLEASE INCLUDE  
IN YOUR PRAYERS

Welcomed in Baptism
Azul Ines, child of  

Ashley Irizarry and Arlene Flores

Those in Need of Prayers
Diana Caponigri, Marie Caponigri, 

Peter Dupre, Leonard Hester,  
Theresa Hester, Robert Johnson,  

Rose Zimmer, Adelina Zottola

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
• For those adults not baptized.
•  For those baptized another faith and interested  

in learning what it means to be Catholic.
•  For those baptized Catholic who have not  

received all of their sacraments.
For information email Mary Jane Sullivan: maryjane@stjosaphatparish.org

If you know of anyone you think might be interested,  
Mary Jane will email them a personal invite.

St. Josaphat Parish is entirely funded by private 
donations. Thank you for your kind and generous 
support of all the ministries of our parish.

Saturday Mass Coming Soon!
Thanks to your fellow parishioners who have offered to clean church and 
lead attendees to their seats, we will be reinstating the Vigil Mass on 
Saturday, October 3, at 5:00 pm. New volunteers always welcome! Email 
Kelly at kellyqtml@yahoo.com to help.
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Joanne R. Oppenheim, D.D.S. Joanne R. Oppenheim, D.D.S. 
Marilia Montero, D.D.S. Marilia Montero, D.D.S. 

Mary J. Hayes, D.D.S., M.SMary J. Hayes, D.D.S., M.S..

Specialists in Pediatric 
Dentistry

737 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1330 
Chicago, IL (312) 266-8198

Pediatric Dental Health Associates

Karen Rottier, Ph.D 
Pediatric Neuropsychologist

Specializing in the assessment of learning 
 differences and ADHD/ADD in children

Info & Appts 773.394.4807
www.MidwestNeuropsychology.com

Quality Dry Cleaners

An Environmentally Responsible  Business 

Since 1950 

Voted Chicago’s 
#1 Dry Cleaner

(773) 348-5510
3000 Broadway

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 
$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 

(773) 471-1444

 

2020 N California Ave 
Chicago, IL 60647

773.384.0055 Tel  
773.384.1155 Fax

                         Southport Location

773.327.5500 Tel • 773.525.4795 Fax
Mon-Fri 8am - 7pm • Sat 9am - 5pm • Closed Sunday

The UPS Store®

Mital Spatz, DDS, PharmD. 
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

2929 N. Southport Ave

IN NETWORK WITH 
 MANY INSURANCES

773.328.8282 
www.ToothBudsChicago.com

edwards engineering

1000 Touhy Avenue 
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

847-364-8100
www.edwardsengineering.com

  

JONES & CLEARY

ROOFING / SHEET METAL
Restoration Specialists Since 1929

Ask For Thomas Cleary

773-288-6464
www.jonesandcleary.com

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal inc.
(Commercial and Residential)

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL 

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

 

Dinner & 
Weekend 
Brunch

773.327.4900

2548 N Southport Avenue | Chicago 
www.brokenbarellbar.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working? Partner 

refuses therapy?

Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

Honoring the Life
Traditional & Cremation Services

Pre-Planning Available

1458 W. Belmont Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60657
773.472.6300
LakeviewFuneralHome.com

 
 

DIABETIC MANAGEMENT IN YOUR HOME 
• Nutrition Therapy • Mobility Braces 

• Diabetic Testing Supplies • Diabetic Shoes 

773-292-1940 • Americasdietitians.com
COVERED BY MEDICARE AND MOST PPO’S

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

—Pediatric— 
Multidisciplinary Therapy

Speech | Occupational | Physical | Feeding | ABA

(312) 399-0370 | ChicagoSpeechTherapy.com
Karen George Niego, Speech Therapist & SJS Parent

Steve Fejes
Allstate Insurance Company 
1452 W Fullerton 
Chicago, IL 60614

773.404.2200 
SteveFejes@Allstate.com

Auto | Home | Life | Retirement
24 Hour Customer Service


