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As we enter into the final weeks of our liturgical year, 
our readings take on a more ominous tone as we hear 
talk from Jesus about a coming judgment; the separation 
of the good from the bad; and that some will be left out, 
“where there will be weeping and wailing and gnashing 
of teeth.”
There are so many stories like this from Jesus that we 
can’t simply write them off as hyperbole or ignore his 
message. Jesus’ point is clear. There will be a final 
judgment. All of us will be judged on whether or not we 
embraced the Gospel and lived as disciples.
We cannot assume that ‘everyone goes to heaven.’ To hold 
such a view is the sin of presumption, which is to believe 
that God’s mercy is owed to us and that our salvation is 
assured no matter what. It’s not. God owes us nothing. 
Our salvation is a gift that God offers us through faith in 
his Son, which needs to be accepted and then lived out.
That’s why living a good Christian life matters. Saint Paul 
is quite clear about this in all of his letters. He constantly 
exhorted these young Christian communities to turn away 
from sin, to turn away from: idolatry, lust, fornincation, 
greed, drunkenness and the like and embrace the love and 
mercy of Jesus Christ. As proof of their faith, they are to 
live in such a way that others can notice the difference 
that a relationship with Jesus Christ can make in their 
lives. They should radiate the goodness of God through 
their kindness, generosity and mercy towards others: the 
poor, the outcasts, the marginalized and even to their 
enemies who persecute them.
Paul doesn’t downplay the challenge of living a Christian 
life. He tells them to expect suffering, rejection and even 
the possibility of martyrdom. Paul himself was beaten 
with forty lashes three times, shipwrecked twice, nearly 
stoned to death and was finally imprisoned and beheaded 
for his faith in Jesus and for preaching the Gospel.
Paul could have avoided all of that had he remained 
silent. He could have been a secret believer in Jesus. But 
Paul knew that such an attitude was incompatible with 
the call of discipleship and a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. That’s why Paul said that despite the trials and 
tribulations he experienced, “it is the love of Christ that 

The Christian Life Matters
urges us on.” Paul knew the tender 
love and mercy of Jesus and how 
it radically changed his life. He 
wanted everyone to share in that 
life changing experience of being 
loved by Jesus.
That’s why Paul believed living 
a Christian life openly and 
honestly for the whole world to see 
mattered. He wasn’t ashamed of his faith in Jesus. Paul 
knew he was saved because of Jesus and the sacrifice he 
made for us on the cross. And Paul gave his life to preach 
that good news to everyone, no matter the cost.
My brothers and sisters, we must rediscover that courage 
and boldness to make the love of Jesus Christ known 
to everyone in our world. We cannot remain silent. We 
cannot hide our faith. To do so would be seen as a rejection 
of the call we have received from Jesus Christ to be his 
disciples. We would in effect be burying the incredible gift 
that God has given us. We must not let that happen. 
Let us commit ourselves to live out our Christian faith in 
such a way that people can see the love of God at work in 
us in our words and in our actions. And may we never be 
shy about proclaiming to others that we have indeed been 
saved by Jesus Christ.
God Bless,

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 15, 2020

First Reading  Proverbs 31:10–13, 19–20, 30–31

Responsorial  Psalms 128:1–2, 3, 4–5 
Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:1–6

Gospel  Matthew 25:14–30



November 15, 2020

You Are Called

Oh, this is a tough one! I drew the week with “the parable 
of the talents” for my reflection...
A wealthy man, going on a journey gives 5, 2 and 1 
talents (traditionally interpreted as a large sum of money) 
to his servants, according to their abilities. The first two 
doubled their money through what I’ve always thought of 
as risky behavior, while the third guards the money. The 
master returns, joyfully lauding the first two servants, 
giving them more responsibilities, then angrily berates 
and banishes the third servant. The master then adds to 
the net worth of the most gifted servant.
We’ve typically seen the master as Jesus and the servants 
as us. And that God has blessed each of us with unique 
skills and opportunities, and he wants us to use those to 
serve others and build his kingdom here on earth. And 
he will be happy with us and reward us for doing so. That 
part I get. 
The twist is with servant #3. He brashly tells his master 
(God?) he is unscrupulous, harvesting and gathering what 
is not his. He then uses what I would consider sound logic 
to defend his burial of the talent based on what he knows 
of the master. He does not take a risk with someone else’s 
fortune, but keeps it safe. I would have expected the 
master to respond with, “I trusted you with my money 
and would have expected to get it back with interest, but 
since I didn’t give you any instructions, I’m just glad I got 
it back.” But he didn’t. What does that all mean? 
That’s why our Tuesday 10 am “Breaking Open the 
Word” sessions are so great! Parishioners of all ages and 
backgrounds read, reflect on and discuss the upcoming 
Sunday readings, hashing out our interpretations and 
application in our lives. Ellen Romer Niemiec leads the 
sessions, and with her Masters of Divinity and training in 
spiritual direction and prayer from Boston College, she is 
able to provide context and thoughtful questions for us to 
contemplate scripture.

(P.S. - For the answer to servant  
#3, read Fr. Francis’s pastor letter 
this week!)

A Message from our “Breaking Open the Word” 
leader Ellen Romer Niemiec 
Tuesdays, 10 am on Zoom 
Sign up on the website for the link
Working from home can be stressful with two toddlers 
who create a lot of chaos, so I was hesitant when Mary 
Jane asked me to lead a weekly faith sharing group. 
However, I am a new parishioner at St. Josaphat and it 
was through this weekly Zoom to reflect on the upcoming 
Sunday readings that I started to feel more at home. When 
we returned to Mass in person, suddenly I recognized 
faces, even through masks. The weeks we watch online, I 
still feel connected to Mass and the community through 
this faith sharing group. 
Mass on Sundays can be hard with two little ones, but 
setting aside this time each week has given me a head 
start. I have an easier time tuning in with the group’s 
reflections fresh on my heart. It has been a gift and a 
privilege to hear God speaking to me through the other 
participants. 
If you’re not sure, jump in one week. If you have kids 
running around behind you, great—so will I! If it’s too 
much, we’ll honor your need to step back. We’re here 
to pray, reflect and grow together with Christ and we’re 
delighted to receive you as you are. 

Scripture Reflection
1ST: PRV 31:10–13, 19–20, 30–31  2ND: 1 THES 5:1–6  GOSPEL: MT 25:14–30

Pass on the Good News!
Our 2nd Graders have signed up to learn more about Jesus and the 
Catholic faith. You can help them learn and grow in faith by becoming 
a catechist for Faith Formation on Tuesday evenings. The virtual format 
makes it even easier this year! Email erin@stjosaphatparish.org for info.

Explore Priesthood
Young men ages 16–24, take a closer 
look at becoming a seminarian. Go 
to chicagopriest.org for more info 
about the Vianney Visit on Thursday, 
November 19. 

— Christine Frech, Parish 
Director of Staff  

and Communications



St. Josaphat, Pray for Us!

We’re most in need of:  
adult-sized winter hats and gloves.

Parish News

We warmly welcome new parishioners 
John and Kristie Spegele & Family. 
You will receive our Welcome Kit in 
the mail.
If you are new to the neighborhood, 
please register through our website at 
www.stjosaphatparish.org.

Who’s New in the Pew?

Mon. 11/16 8:00 am School Mass, Watch Live on Facebook 
  6:30 pm School Board Meeting (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm Baptismal Preparation* (Church)
Tues. 11/17 8:00 am School Mass, Watch Live on Facebook 
  10:00 am Faith Sharing: Breaking Open the Word (Zoom) 
  6:00 pm Religious Education (Google Classroom) 
  7:00 pm Holy Hour of Prayer, Adoration and Reconciliation*  
   (Church)
Wed. 11/18 8:00 am School Mass, Watch Live on Facebook 
  7:00 pm Faith Sharing: The Book of Matthew (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm Reconciliation Parent Meeting (Zoom)
Thu. 11/19 7:00 pm Alpha (Zoom)
Fri. 11/20 8:00 am Mass* (Church)
Sat. 11/21 5:00 pm Mass* (Church)
Sun. 11/22 10:00 am Mass* (Church), or Watch Live on Facebook 
  11:30 am R.C.I.A (Zoom)
   *Reservations required 

This WeekMass
Intentions

Fr. Francis is praying his daily Mass 
for us and these intentions this week:

Monday † Jackie Henry
Tuesday † Purgatorial Society
Wednesday Parishioners of  
 St. Josaphat
Friday Living and Deceased  
 Mothers and Fathers
Saturday † Loretta Wallyn
Sunday † Arlene Lowe,  
 † Dema and † Sam Volino,  
 † Christopher Schooley

Help Break the  
Cycle of Poverty

Next weekend is the annual 
collection for the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development. 
The mission of CCHD is to address 
the root causes of poverty in the 
U.S. by supporting organizations 
that help people help themselves. 
CCHD helps these local groups 
create jobs, improve neighborhoods, 
keep schools safe and enriching, 
and raise leaders for the future. 
Sow tangible seeds of hope! Text 
CC4HD to 312.625.5666. 

Start the Season
Sunday, November 29,  

6–7 pm on Zoom
Join us for our annual Advent 
Wreath-making 
party! $30 covers 
supplies for one 
wreath. Sign up on 
the parish website 
for this great 
family activity!

Parish Staff
Phone .........................................773.327.8955 
Pastor ......................... Rev. Francis Bitterman 

frfrancis@stjosaphatparish.org
Pastoral Associate/
Dir. Evangelization ...Mrs. Mary Jane Sullivan  

maryjane@stjosaphatparish.org 
Deacon ....................................Dcn. Pat Casey 

312.316.7515, pcasey@sidley.com 
More on our website: Welcome > Directory

Directory

PLEASE INCLUDE  
IN YOUR PRAYERS

Welcomed in Baptism
Lucia Mary, child of  

Greg Nowak and Diana Styrczula

Joined in Holy Matrimony
Kyle Robert Slack and  

Jennifer Kathleen Fulena

Those in Need of Prayers
Daryl Arseneau, Anna Marie 

Caponigri, Theresa and Leonard 
Hester, Megan Hutsell, Robert 

Johnson, James Keller

Rest in Peace
Linda Diaz (mother of  

parishioner Vicki Vine Johnson)

Give Central 
November 2–8

Total ..................................$7,866.00
Weekly Need .................. $10,012.50
Deficit ............................ (–2,146.50)

Text-to-Give Codes:
Text to 312.625.5666  

SUNDAY (Sunday collection) 
CC4HD (Catholic Campaign) 
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Joanne R. Oppenheim, D.D.S. Joanne R. Oppenheim, D.D.S. 
Marilia Montero, D.D.S. Marilia Montero, D.D.S. 

Mary J. Hayes, D.D.S., M.SMary J. Hayes, D.D.S., M.S..

Specialists in Pediatric 
Dentistry

737 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1330 
Chicago, IL (312) 266-8198

Pediatric Dental Health Associates

Karen Rottier, Ph.D 
Pediatric Neuropsychologist

Specializing in the assessment of learning 
 differences and ADHD/ADD in children

Info & Appts 773.394.4807
www.MidwestNeuropsychology.com

Quality Dry Cleaners

An Environmentally Responsible  Business 

Since 1950 

Voted Chicago’s 
#1 Dry Cleaner

(773) 348-5510
3000 Broadway

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 
$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 

(773) 471-1444

 

2020 N California Ave 
Chicago, IL 60647

773.384.0055 Tel  
773.384.1155 Fax

                         Southport Location

773.327.5500 Tel • 773.525.4795 Fax
Mon-Fri 8am - 7pm • Sat 9am - 5pm • Closed Sunday

The UPS Store®

Mital Spatz, DDS, PharmD. 
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

2929 N. Southport Ave

IN NETWORK WITH 
 MANY INSURANCES

773.328.8282 
www.ToothBudsChicago.com

edwards engineering

1000 Touhy Avenue 
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

847-364-8100
www.edwardsengineering.com

  

JONES & CLEARY

ROOFING / SHEET METAL
Restoration Specialists Since 1929

Ask For Thomas Cleary

773-288-6464
www.jonesandcleary.com

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal inc.
(Commercial and Residential)

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL 

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working? Partner 

refuses therapy?

Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

Honoring the Life
Traditional & Cremation Services

Pre-Planning Available

1458 W. Belmont Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60657
773.472.6300
LakeviewFuneralHome.com

 
 

DIABETIC MANAGEMENT IN YOUR HOME 
• Nutrition Therapy • Mobility Braces 

• Diabetic Testing Supplies • Diabetic Shoes 

773-292-1940 • Americasdietitians.com
COVERED BY MEDICARE AND MOST PPO’S

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Steve Fejes
Allstate Insurance Company 
1452 W Fullerton 
Chicago, IL 60614

773.404.2200 
SteveFejes@Allstate.com

Auto | Home | Life | Retirement
24 Hour Customer Service

2548 n. southport avenue | chicago
www.brokenbarrelbar.com

dinner
weekend brunch

heated beer garden

773.327.4900


