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Growing up, I loved lighting and decorating our family 
Christmas tree. My dad would always be the one who 
hung the lights, but I would help by testing the lights, 
laying out the strands and then holding the strands for him 
as we worked our way around the tree. My brothers and 
I would then help my dad hang the ornaments. Each year 
there were new ornaments to be hung, things we made in 
school. I could always tell whether or not I did a good job 
making an ornament based on where it was hung on the 
tree. And I am amazed at how many of the ornaments my 
brothers and I made are still around and make it onto my 
mom’s tree each year, along with newer additions from 
my nieces and nephews. 

In a lot of ways, our Christmas tree tells our family 
history. There are very old and fragile ornaments that 
belonged to my grandmother. There are the mitten 
ornaments, one for each of my brothers and I that contain 
a silver dollar from the year 
we were born. There are 
the ornaments we made 
as kids. Ornaments from 
places that we have visited 
on family trips. And baby’s 
first Christmas ornaments 
that celebrate the births of 
my nieces and nephews. 

As I look at my mom’s 
Christmas tree, it is filled 
with the memories of the 
many wonderful blessings 
God has bestowed upon my 
family. That’s why I love 
getting together each year 
with my family to decorate 
the tree. It’s a fun night to 
tell stories, to relive old memories and to make new ones 
as we hang out together and share some Christmas cheer.

I hope your tree is a beautiful reminder of how God has 
blessed you in your life too. May your heart be filled with 
God’s gifts of joy and peace as you decorate your tree.

Blessing of the Christmas Tree
Here is a Christmas Tree 
blessing for you to use when you 
finish decorating your tree:

Lord our God, 
We praise you for the light of 
creation: the sun, the moon,  
and the stars of the night. 
We praise you for the light of 
Israel: the Law, the prophets,  
and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: 
he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love.

Lord God, 
Let your blessing come upon us 
as we decorate this tree. 
May the light and cheer it gives 
be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts. 
May all who delight in this tree 
come to the knowledge and joy of salvation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

God Bless,

Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

First Reading  Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11

Responsorial  Psalms 85:9–10, 11–12, 13–14 
Lord, let us see your kindness,  
and grant us your salvation.
Second Reading  2 Peter 3:8–14

Gospel  Mark 1:1–8



December 6, 2020

Get in the Christmas Spirit!

— Erin Bretts, Coordinator of RE and Youth Ministry

The readings for the Second Sunday of Advent continue 
with the theme of Advent: to watch for the coming of 
Jesus. Last Sunday’s readings focused on being watchful 
and alert because we do not know when Jesus is coming. I 
can feel such a longing of the people to have Jesus reveal 
himself during this time. This Sunday, the readings have 
a more hopeful and preparatory tone. 

There is a tenderness in these readings which offer a 
sense of hope, excitement and comfort. I can’t help but 
think of the time and the terrain that the people during 
this time were living in. Last Sunday, the people were 
tired, longing and hopeless. And this week, “a voice 
cries out in the desert to prepare a way of the Lord.” The 
people are told to “cry out the good news.” It seems that 
after years of waiting for the Lord to reveal himself and 
losing hope that he ever would, now there is word that 
the Lord is coming and the people should “make straight 
his path.” And not only is he coming, but he will gather 
everyone in his loving arms with kindness and tenderness. 

The Responsorial echoes this idea 
“Lord, let us see your kindness, 
and grant us your salvation.” 

The 2nd Reading continues with 
this loving tone of hope. We need 
to conduct ourselves in holiness 
and devotion again to be ready 
for the Lord, so we “can be found 
without spot or blemish before him, 
at peace.” The Gospel shows how excited and hopeful 
this made the people of Jerusalem. Not only is the Lord 
going to finally reveal himself to us and offer us a new 
earth in which “righteousness dwells,” John the Baptist, a 
man clothed in camel’s hair and eating locusts is going to 
baptize us in the Jordan River for the forgiveness of our 
sins. There is hope and faith in the belief that if we act in 

“holiness and devotion,” our lives will get better.

Scripture Reflection
1ST: IS 40:1–5, 9–11  2ND: 2 PT 3:8–14  GOSPEL MK 1:1–8

Come to Nativity Nights
Spend some quiet time in prayer with the Lord. 
Tuesdays, December 8, 15 and 22 from 7–8 pm in 
the church. Fr. Francis will also be available for 
reconciliation. Visit our website to reserve your pew.

Get Your Tree and Wreaths
The Christmas Tree Lot behind church is open 
weekdays 11 am–8 pm and weekends 9 am–8 pm. For 
every purchase, a portion is donated to St. Josaphat.

Reflect Each Week
Prepare your heart for Christmas by receiving a weekly 
Gospel reflection throughout Advent, written by 
seminarians from the Mundelein Seminary community. 
Sign up to receive reflections via email: https://usml.
edu/advent-reflections/

Help the Imprisoned
Fr. Francis is collecting unused Christmas cards and 
stamps to bring to Kolbe House Jail Ministry again this 
year, to give those imprisoned an opportunity to send 
cards to their friends, family and loved ones. Please 
drop off your donations at the Parish Office before 
Friday, December 18.

     Support the Giving Tree
Thank you for your generosity! All of the  
tags (almost 400 of them!) have been  
claimed. Don’t forget: all gifts are  
due this week!! Please drop off at  
the Parish Office no later than  
Friday, December 11.

Gifts Due This Week!



St. Josaphat, Pray for Us!

We’re most in need of:  
bottled water and travel-size  

hand moisturizer/lotion.

Parish News

We warmly welcome new 
parishioners. Please register through 
our website at stjosaphatparish.org.

Looking for a Parish?

Mon. 12/7 8:00 am School Reconciliation (Church) 
  7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting (Zoom)
Tues. 12/8 8:00 am School Reconciliation (Church) 
  10:00 am Faith Sharing: Breaking Open the Word (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm Nativity Nights* (Church) 
  7:00 pm PTO Meeting (Zoom)
Wed. 12/9 8:00 am School Reconciliation (Church) 
  7:00 pm Faith Sharing: The Book of Matthew (Zoom)
Thu. 12/10 7:00 pm Alpha (Zoom)
Fri. 12/11 8:00 am Mass* (Church)
Sat. 12/12 5:00 pm Mass* (Church)
Sun. 12/13 10:00 am Mass* (Church), or Watch Live on Facebook 
  11:15 am Baptism (Church) 
  11:30 am RCIA (Zoom) 
  6:00 pm Youth Group (Online)
   *Reservations required 
Next weekend’s Special Collection is for the Retirement Fund for Religious. If 
you donate through Give Central, you can also specify an amount for this cause 
by selecting this “Event” or text RELIGIOUS to 312.625.5666. Thank you!

This WeekMass
Intentions

Fr. Francis is praying his daily Mass 
for us and these intentions this week:

Monday Living and Deceased  
 Mothers and Fathers
Tuesday Parishioners of  
 St. Josaphat
Wednesday Mary Louise Koehl
Friday Karen Peaslee
Saturday † Purgatorial Society
Sunday † Donald Alvarado,  
 † James Keller

Delicious Fundraiser
Dine-Around at Lou Malnati’s 

Wednesday, December 9, 
11 am–10 pm

Use code FUNDSTJS20 at the 
Lincoln Park (958 W. Wrightwood) 
or Bucktown (1520 N. Damen) 
locations—carryout or delivery—
and 20% goes back to St. Josaphat! 

This Week!

PLEASE INCLUDE  
IN YOUR PRAYERS

Welcomed in Baptism
Oliver Roman, child of Krzysztof 

Marzec and Magdalena Filipowicz 

Those in Need of Prayers
Anna Marie Caponigri, Theresa & 

Leonard Hester, Megan Hutsell, Robert 
Johnson, Mary Louise Koehl, Edward 

Ladewski, The Ziolkowski Family

Rest in Peace
Marvin Schwab (grandfather of 

parishioner Lisa Knobloch),  
Ron Marsella (father of parishioner 

Brian Marsella), Grant Alberts

Give Central 
November 16–22

Total .................................. $4,701.00
Weekly Need .................. $10,012.50
Deficit ............................. (–5,311.50)

Text-to-Give Codes:
Text to 312.625.5666  

SUNDAY (Sunday Offertory) 
RELIGIOUS (Retirement Fund) 

Shop and Support
Shutterfly: Order Christmas 
cards and photo gifts, and our 
parish gets 8% back! Go to  
sjs.shutterflystorefront.com
Minted: Purchase greeting cards 
from minted.com and use promo 
code FUNDRAISEJOSAPHAT 
at checkout to receive 20% off 
your purchase, PLUS 15% of your 
purchase will be donated to us! 
Mabel’s Labels: New this year, 
purchase holiday gift tags, return 
envelope labels and engraved 
ornaments! Plus labels for winter 
items like gloves, hats, boots, 
coats, and snow pants. At www.
campaigns.mabelslabels.com, 
pull down to St. Josaphat School 
(Chicago) to get free shipping and 
20% goes back to us!
Amazon: Shop smile.amazon.
com and select St. Josaphat Parish 
as your charitable organization and 
we get 5% on eligible items!
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Joanne R. Oppenheim, D.D.S. Joanne R. Oppenheim, D.D.S. 
Marilia Montero, D.D.S. Marilia Montero, D.D.S. 

Mary J. Hayes, D.D.S., M.SMary J. Hayes, D.D.S., M.S..

Specialists in Pediatric 
Dentistry

737 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1330 
Chicago, IL (312) 266-8198

Pediatric Dental Health Associates

Karen Rottier, Ph.D 
Pediatric Neuropsychologist

Specializing in the assessment of learning 
 differences and ADHD/ADD in children

Info & Appts 773.394.4807
www.MidwestNeuropsychology.com

Quality Dry Cleaners

An Environmentally Responsible  Business 

Since 1950 

Voted Chicago’s 
#1 Dry Cleaner

(773) 348-5510
3000 Broadway

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 
$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 

(773) 471-1444

 

2020 N California Ave 
Chicago, IL 60647

773.384.0055 Tel  
773.384.1155 Fax

                         Southport Location

773.327.5500 Tel • 773.525.4795 Fax
Mon-Fri 8am - 7pm • Sat 9am - 5pm • Closed Sunday

The UPS Store®

Mital Spatz, DDS, PharmD. 
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

2929 N. Southport Ave

IN NETWORK WITH 
 MANY INSURANCES

773.328.8282 
www.ToothBudsChicago.com

edwards engineering

1000 Touhy Avenue 
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

847-364-8100
www.edwardsengineering.com

  

JONES & CLEARY

ROOFING / SHEET METAL
Restoration Specialists Since 1929

Ask For Thomas Cleary

773-288-6464
www.jonesandcleary.com

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal inc.
(Commercial and Residential)

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL 

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working? Partner 

refuses therapy?

Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

Honoring the Life
Traditional & Cremation Services

Pre-Planning Available

1458 W. Belmont Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60657
773.472.6300
LakeviewFuneralHome.com

 
 

DIABETIC MANAGEMENT IN YOUR HOME 
• Nutrition Therapy • Mobility Braces 

• Diabetic Testing Supplies • Diabetic Shoes 

773-292-1940 • Americasdietitians.com
COVERED BY MEDICARE AND MOST PPO’S

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Steve Fejes
Allstate Insurance Company 
1452 W Fullerton 
Chicago, IL 60614

773.404.2200 
SteveFejes@Allstate.com

Auto | Home | Life | Retirement
24 Hour Customer Service

2548 n. southport avenue | chicago
www.brokenbarrelbar.com

dinner
weekend brunch

heated beer garden

773.327.4900

CHINESE+SUSHI
GRILL+COCKTAIL

dine in x carry out
delivery x catering

TEL: 773.248.1758
1353-55 W Fullerton Ave.

Chicago, IL 60614

www.MosKitchens.com

Chicago Real Estate with Professionalism, 
Integrity and Convenience

John Astorina, Parish Member

312-731-4383
www.jastorina.kw.com

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC and used with permission. Jameson Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity 
Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Any services or products provided by independently owned and operated franchisees are not provided by, affiliated with or related to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC nor any of its affiliated companies.

SJS Parent, Parishioner 
& Your Preferred Real 

Estate Broker with Over 
30 Years Experience! 

jmills@jamesonsir.com l 773.914.4422 l HomeDiscoveryTeam.com

Jennifer Mills Klatt


