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Two years ago, today Fr. Francis called me into his 
office and asked me if I would consider taking on a new 
role at our parish. I had served as Director of Religious 
Education for the last 8 years and I absolutely loved 
what I was doing. However, my interest was piqued, so 
I asked him what the new role was. When he responded, 
“Director of Evangelization,” I about fell off my chair. In 
my 30 years as a Director of Religious Education for the 
Catholic Church, this word was not one with which I was 
familiar. I believe the first thing I said to him was, “But 
we are Catholic not Protestant.” He just smiled. I asked 
him if we could change the title. He just smiled.

Two years later my favorite word is “evangelization.”  
I am proud to be the Director of Evangelization for  
St. Josaphat Parish. 

What does it mean to evangelize? To evangelize is to 
share religious beliefs, especially Christian ones, with 
other people. The word evangelize comes from the Church 
Latin evangelizare, “to spread or preach the Gospel,” with 
the Greek root euangelizesthai, or “bring good news.” 

My new role is to not only share the good news with 
everyone in our pews, but to reach outside the church 
doors and help others to have a relationship with Jesus. 
It is my job to help people feel a part of our community, 
to invite and to welcome. I should reach out to those 
who don’t feel included. I am responsible for creating 
new programs and ministries to do just that. One of my 
first steps was to activate the Alpha program. We just 
completed our 4th season of Alpha this spring. Alpha is a 
time for asking some of life’s difficult questions, such as, 
“Why am I here? Who is Jesus? What am I to do with the 
rest of my life?” Fr. Francis is hoping and praying for all 
of his parishioners to go through the Alpha course. It is a 
great way to grow closer in your faith while talking about 
your faith with others in a safe environment. Our next 
Alpha begins on September 23rd. Sign up on our website.

As I begin my third year as 
Director of Evangelization I am 
looking to hire an Associate 
Director of Evangelization. This 
new hire will work closely with 
me as we strive to bring our parish from maintenance 
(just sitting in the pew) to mission (living out our faith). 
We will work to offer many new programs for our 
parishioners to gather and discuss and share their faith. 
We want our parish to be a place where everyone feels 
welcome and sees our parish as their support system. We 
want to help bring people into a closer relationship with 
Jesus and our church. If you or someone you know might 
be interested in this new position at our parish, please 
have them contact me.

I am Catholic and proud to call myself your “Director of 
Evangelization!”

Evangelization: Who, What, Where, When & How?

— Mary Jane Sullivan
Director of Evangelization & Pastoral Associate

maryjane@stjosaphatparish.org

Fr. Francis will be in Washington, D.C. until June 28. He is taking classes for 
his Doctor of Ministry degree at the Catholic University of America. 
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/graduate/spirituality/dmin/index.html

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 20, 2021

First Reading  Job 38:1, 8–11

Response  Psalms 107:23–24, 25–26, 28–29, 30–31 
Give thanks to the Lord,  
his love is everlasting.
Second Reading  2 Corinthians 5:14–17

Gospel  Mark 4:35–41

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062021.cfm



June 20, 2021

A Church to Come Home to

Scripture Reflection

The readings for this weekend have definitely resonated 
with me as we emerge from a long pandemic year. On a 
recent walk along the lakefront, I noticed the turbulent 
waters even while hundreds of people were around, 
biking, running, walking and laughing. Watching the 
turbulent waters near North Beach, I realized that while I 
am happy to re-emerge, it is also important to remember 
how far we have come.

I think this is why the readings this weekend speak to 
me so clearly, particularly the passage from Job and the 
familiar story from Mark’s Gospel. Both readings have 
rough seas, feature some frightened folks, and then 
the voice of God or Jesus bringing calm and safety out 
of chaos.

If you remember, the very first chapter of Genesis 
describes God creating calm out of the chaos of the 
waters. The readings from Job and Mark are meant to 
remind us that this is God’s world, God’s creation, and 

that God is ultimately in charge. 
The choice, as Job came to 
understand, is to remember that 
there is so much more going on 
that remains always in the hands 
of God. Mark’s Gospel reminds 
us that it is, however, very human 
and understandable to call out to 
God when we are troubled, afraid 
or just plain tired.

As we emerge and enjoy our beautiful city in the summer 
or wherever our travels may take us, let us not forget 
the turbulent waters we’ve come through to get here, 
together … following the calming voice of God who leads 
us forward. Let us pray that we are leaving the darkness 
behind while embracing a new understanding of our faith. 

1ST: Jb 38:1, 8–11  2ND: 2 Cor 5:14–17  GOSPEL: Mk 4:35–41

— Rev. Christopher Robinson, CM

Throughout summer, please join with other parishes in 
our RMC Grouping for weekday morning Mass at 8 am:
Mondays at St. Joseph Church, 1107 N. Orleans 
Tuesdays at St. Michael’s in Old Town, 1633 N. Cleveland 
Wednesdays at St. Teresa of Avila, 1037 W. Armitage 
Thursdays at St. Vincent DePaul, 1010 W. Webster 
Fridays at St. Josaphat

Book Drive Success!
Thank you to all who donated books, supplies and your 
time for our book drive. Passages School in Edgewater 
is so grateful 
to our generous 
parishioners!

Our Parish Office Summer Hours 
are Monday–Thursday, 9 am–5 pm. 
We are closed Friday–Sunday.



St. Josaphat, Pray for Us!

We’re most in need of  
men’s white t-shirts size L or XL, 

men’s white socks.

Parish News

We warmly welcome new 
parishioners. If you are new to the 
neighborhood and have not yet 
registered, please register through our 
website at www.stjosaphatparish.org.

Looking for a Parish?

Tues. 6/22 10:00 am Faith Sharing: Breaking Open the Word (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm Holy Hour of Prayer (Church)
Fri. 6/25 8:00 am Mass (Church)
Sat. 6/26 5:00 pm Mass (Church)
Sun. 6/27 8:00 am Mass (Church) 
  10:00 am Mass (Church) or Watch Live on Facebook
Next weekend’s Special Collection is for Peter’s Pence. If you donate through 
Give Central, you can also specify an amount for this cause by selecting this 
“Event” (fund) or text Peter to 312.625.5666. Thank you for your generosity.
Pre Cana is offered online by the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Baptismal Preparation Class is offered virtually via Zoom the second Monday 
of each month at 7:00 pm. Sign up on our website. Our next class will be July 12.

This WeekMass
Intentions

Fr. Francis is praying his daily Mass 
for us and these intentions this week:

Monday †Kevin Barron
Tuesday †Purgatorial Society
Wednesday Parishioners of  
 St. Josaphat
Friday Living and Deceased  
 Mothers and Fathers
Saturday †Oswaldo  
 “Wally” Samonte
Sunday 8 am: †Veronica O’Keefe 
 10 am: †Wendell Leigh Smith

Do You Need to Talk?
If the pandemic has you feeling 
anxious or depressed and you’d like 
to talk with a counselor, please call 
the Catholic Charities Counseling 
Support Line at 312.948.6951 
Monday–Friday from 8:30 am– 
4:30 pm. If you leave a message 
after hours, a counselor will call 
you back.

Parish Staff
Phone .........................................773.327.8955 
Pastor ......................... Rev. Francis Bitterman 

frfrancis@stjosaphatparish.org
Pastoral Associate/
Dir. Evangelization ...Mrs. Mary Jane Sullivan  

maryjane@stjosaphatparish.org 
Deacon ....................................Dcn. Pat Casey 

312.316.7515, pcasey@sidley.com 
More on our website: Welcome > Directory

Directory

PLEASE INCLUDE  
IN YOUR PRAYERS

Welcomed in Baptism 
Ian Louis, child of Stephen Barlock  

and Bridget O’Connor

Joined in Holy Matrimony
Jenna Linnea Crosby  

and Steffan Riley Carlson

Those in Need of Prayers
Julia Devetski, Theresa Hester,  

Mary Louise Koehl, Margie Perzynski

Rest in Peace
Sue Cleary (mother of  

parishioner Maggie Snyder)

Sunday Offering
In order to give you a better 
understanding of our financials, we 
are now publishing year-to-date (vs. 
weekly) Sunday Giving numbers. 

Fiscal Year 2021  
through May 13, 2021

Budget............................$578,218.17
Actuals ..........................$598,304.83
Difference .......................$20,086.66

Hospitality
We want our parish to feel 
welcoming to all, especially those 
that don’t know anyone else at 
Mass. Become a greeter! Sign up 
on the parish website.

All Are Welcome
We want our parish to feel 
welcoming to all, especially 
those that don’t know anyone else 
at Mass. Become a minister of 
hospitality! Sign up on the parish 
website.

Peter’s Pence
Next weekend is the Peter’s 
Pence Collection, a worldwide 
collection that supports the work 
of the Universal Church, including 
the  work of the Holy See and the 
charitable works of Pope Francis. 
Take this opportunity to join with 
Pope Francis and be a sign of 
mercy to our suffering brothers and 
sisters. For more information, go to  
www.peterspence.va/en.html



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Josaphat’s, Chicago, IL. A 4C 01-0330

Karen Rottier, Ph.D 
Pediatric Neuropsychologist

Specializing in the assessment of learning 
 differences and ADHD/ADD in children

Info & Appts 773.394.4807
www.MidwestNeuropsychology.com

Quality Dry Cleaners

An Environmentally Responsible  Business 

Since 1950 

Voted Chicago’s 
#1 Dry Cleaner

(773) 348-5510
3000 Broadway

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 
$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 

(773) 471-1444

 

2020 N California Ave 
Chicago, IL 60647

773.384.0055 Tel  
773.384.1155 Fax

                         Southport Location

773.327.5500 Tel • 773.525.4795 Fax
Mon-Fri 8am - 7pm • Sat 9am - 5pm • Closed Sunday

The UPS Store®

edwards engineering

1000 Touhy Avenue 
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

847-364-8100
www.edwardsengineering.com

  

JONES & CLEARY

ROOFING / SHEET METAL
Restoration Specialists Since 1929

Ask For Thomas Cleary

773-288-6464
www.jonesandcleary.com

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal inc.
(Commercial and Residential)

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL 

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working? Partner 

refuses therapy?

Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

Honoring the Life
Traditional & Cremation Services

Pre-Planning Available

1458 W. Belmont Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60657
773.472.6300
LakeviewFuneralHome.com

 
 

DIABETIC MANAGEMENT IN YOUR HOME 
• Nutrition Therapy • Mobility Braces 

• Diabetic Testing Supplies • Diabetic Shoes 

773-292-1940 • Americasdietitians.com
COVERED BY MEDICARE AND MOST PPO’S

Steve Fejes
Allstate Insurance Company 
1452 W Fullerton 
Chicago, IL 60614

773.404.2200 
SteveFejes@Allstate.com

Auto | Home | Life | Retirement
24 Hour Customer Service

2548 n. southport avenue | chicago
www.brokenbarrelbar.com

dinner
weekend brunch

heated beer garden

773.327.4900

CHINESE+SUSHI
GRILL+COCKTAIL

dine in x carry out
delivery x catering

TEL: 773.248.1758
1353-55 W Fullerton Ave.

Chicago, IL 60614

www.MosKitchens.com

Chicago Real Estate with Professionalism, 
Integrity and Convenience

John Astorina, Parish Member

312-731-4383
www.jastorina.kw.com

312-265-0492

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC and used with permission. Jameson Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity 
Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Any services or products provided by independently owned and operated franchisees are not provided by, affiliated with or related to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC nor any of its affiliated companies.

jmills@jamesonsir.com l 773.914.4422 l HomeDiscoveryTeam.com

SJS Parent, Parishioner 
& Your Preferred Real 

Estate Broker with Over 
30 Years Experience! 

Jennifer Mills Klatt

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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 LUNCH & DINNER  PRIVATE PARTIES

WWW.CLUBLUCKYCHICAGO.COM
1824 W. WABANSIA 773-227-2300


