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Over the past few weeks I have had some wonderful 
meetings with different parishioners: old and young, 
single, married and divorced who asked to talk with me 
and to pray with them because of challenges they are 
facing in their lives right now. 

Interestingly, all of them started the conversation by 
saying something like, “I’m sorry to bother you, I know 
you are very busy.” I immediately assured all of them that 
this is what I am here for! I’m not just for Sundays!

Meeting with parishioners and helping them to discover 
God’s presence in their lives or how to open themselves to 
God in prayer is the entire reason that I became a priest. I 
love these one on one interactions. To me, this is the most 
important and most fruitful part of my ministry.

So if you are reading this and there are things you’ve 
wanted to talk about, questions you’ve wanted to ask, or if 
you just need someone to listen and pray with you, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to me. I meet with parishioners 
during the day, in the evenings and on weekends. So we 
will find a time that works for you. 

This is actually the reason behind my celibacy as a priest. 
You are my family. My celibacy allows me to always 

be available to my parish family. 
There’s no one else I would rather 
be with. No one else that can 
make demands on my time that 
can take me away from you. My 
priesthood is best lived out when I 
am living in relationship with my 
parishioners. 

I want to celebrate with you in the 
good times: Baptisms, First Communions, Confirmations, 
Graduations and Marriages. And I am here to be with you 
during the difficult times too. I visit people in their homes 
or their hospitals when they are sick. I help families to 
mourn as they prepare for a funeral. I meet with teens 
who are having a hard time navigating high school and 
moving into adulthood. I talk with adults and couples who 
are struggling in their marriages or with family dynamics. 
And I regularly meet with people who just want to talk 
about their relationship with God and want to learn how 
to grow closer to him.

I am here for you. You are my family. It is important to 
me that you feel comfortable reaching out to me when 
you need to talk or when you need me to pray with you. 
I’m not here just to celebrate Mass. I am here to walk 
with my family through all of the ups and downs, joys 
and struggles of life and to help you experience God’s 
presence along the way.

God Bless,

Fr. Francis: “I’m not just for Sundays!”

Twenty-Second Sunday  
in Ordinary Time

August 29, 2021

First Reading  Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–8

Responsorial  Psalm 15:2–3, 3–4, 4–5 
The one who does justice will live in 
the presence of the Lord.
Second Reading  James 1:17–18, 21b–22, 27

Gospel  Mark 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082921.cfm

Join Us!
Saturday 

and Sunday, 
September  

11th and 12th
Full details in 

the flyer inside!



August 29, 2021

Scripture Reflection

In these reflections of the Sunday scripture readings, I 
often focus on one reading, one that maybe attracts my 
attention in a special way. On this Sunday, the 22nd 
in Ordinary Time, all three readings are exceptionally 
engaging, so I have to break my usual habit. 

The 1st Reading from Deuteronomy portrays Moses 
urging his people to observe faithfully all the decrees 
and statutes given to them by God, neither adding nor 
subtracting from those commandments. In doing so, 
Moses says, they will gain the regard of other nations, 
who will observe with admiration the devotion of the 
Jews to their God’s commandments. 

It comes as a surprise then to read what Jesus says in 
Mark’s Gospel with respect to following all the Jewish 
rules and traditions. After all, the Pharisees and scribes 
have a legitimate gripe with the behavior of Jesus and his 
followers. Why aren’t they adhering to the same decrees 
and statutes that we have been for generations? But from 
Jesus’ perspective, he is simply prioritizing the inner 
morality of the person and faithful devotion of the heart. 
He therefore scorns the surface-level, outward displays 

of false piety. It is an intentionally 
radical message, and challenges 
the traditionalists on the true 
purpose of their rituals.

The 2nd Reading, an excerpt 
from the Epistle of James, is also 
pretty special, and rather Jewish. 
Scholars generally agree that the 
intended audience is a specifically 
Jewish Christian community. That contrasts with most of 
Paul’s letters, for example, which are addressed largely to 
Gentile churches farther north and west. One intriguing 
clue is the reference to God as “Father of lights” a term 
that, as far as I know, is found nowhere else in the Old or 
New Testament. But we may be familiar with the Jewish 
festival of Hanukkah, also known as the “festival of 
lights.” In this excerpt, the author echoes Jesus’ outlook in 
the Gospel reading, when he says “be doers of the word 
and not hearers only, deluding yourselves.” It is a similar 
call to faith in action.

1ST: Dt 4:1–2, 6–8  2ND: Jas 1:17–18, 21b–22, 27  GOSPEL: Mk 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23

Weekday Masses
Beginning this week, weekday Masses will return 
at 8 am on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays. 
(Wednesday morning Mass will be for school students 
and staff only.) Please join us to start your day!

A Church to Come Home to

— Joe Labozetta, Music Director

Religious Education
Our program is for all children not attending Catholic 
school, and it starts Tuesday, September 21. Register 
today! www.stjosaphatparish.org > Kids. 

Teachers Needed
Our Religious Education program is in need of 
catechists for 4th and 5th Graders’ faith formation. 
Please contact erin@stjosaphatparish.org for info. 

Try ALPHA!
Fr. Francis encourages all parishioners 
to join Alpha... and bring a friend! 
Alpha is a time to discuss faith in a fun 
atmosphere while building community. 
In-person at St. Teresa begins on Monday, September 
20 at 7 pm. Online begins on Thursday, September 23 
at 7 pm. Sign up today on our website! 

A New Kind of Bible Study
Need a resource for dealing with challenging issues in 
contemporary daily life? Get to know the Bible! On 
Mondays from 8–9 pm this Fall, join other adults from 
our parish community over Zoom to explore issues, 
struggles and curiosities that we as adults find top of 
mind as we navigate our Christian lives. This weekly 
gathering aims to help all attendees gain a better 
understanding and reach a deeper appreciation for how 
to use their Bible as a primary and relevant resource in 
daily living. Email maryjane@stjosaphatparish.org for 
more details or to sign up.



St. Josaphat, Pray for Us!

We’re most in need of  
men’s white t-shirts size L or XL, 

men’s white socks.

Parish News

We warmly welcome new 
parishioners. If you are new to the 
neighborhood and have not yet 
registered, please register through our 
website at www.stjosaphatparish.org.

Looking for a Parish?

Mon. 8/30 8:00 am  Mass (Church) 
  6:30 pm  School Board (Zoom)
Tues. 8/31 8:00 am Mass (Church) 
  10:00 am Faith Sharing: Breaking Open the Word (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm Holy Hour of Prayer (Church) 
  7:00 pm Knights of Columbus (Red Door Room)
Wed.  9/1 8:00 am  All School Mass* (Church)
Fri. 9/3 8:00 am Mass (Church) 
   Parish Office Closed for Labor Day
Sat. 9/4 12:00 pm Funeral Mass: Patricia Montes De Oca (Church) 
  5:00 pm Mass, Fr. Francis (Church)
Sun. 9/5 8:00 am Mass, Fr. Francis (Church) 
  10:00 am Mass, Fr. Francis (Church, or live on Facebook) 
  2:00 pm Thai/Siok Wedding (Church)
  *All School Mass is exclusively for our school students and staff.

This WeekMass
Intentions

Fr. Francis is praying his daily Mass 
for us and these intentions this week:

Monday †Purgatorial Society
Tuesday Living and Deceased  
 Mothers and Fathers
Wednesday †Adelina Zottola
Friday Parishioners of St. Josaphat
Saturday †Josh Glodo
Sunday 8 am: †Darcy Corte 
 10 am: Janet Benavides

Parish Staff
Phone .........................................773.327.8955 
Pastor ......................... Rev. Francis Bitterman 

frfrancis@stjosaphatparish.org
Senior Director of Evangelization/
Pastoral Associate ....Mrs. Mary Jane Sullivan  

maryjane@stjosaphatparish.org 
Deacon ....................................Dcn. Pat Casey 

312.316.7515, pcasey@sidley.com 
More on our website: Welcome > Directory

Directory

PLEASE INCLUDE  
IN YOUR PRAYERS

Welcomed in Baptism 
Cooper Kenneth, child of  

Nick Staal and Amy Corrao
William Michael, child of  

Joseph Smazal and Kathryn Kosiek
Emma Marie, child of  

Neal Hawkins and Megan Svoboda

Those in Need of Prayers
Janet Benavides, Jeff Gallo,  

Fr. Dominic Grassi, Theresa & 
Leonard Hester, Mary Louise Koehl, 

Brian Leahy, Margie Perzynski

Rest in Peace
Lucas Ezequiel Fortes

Sunday Offering
In order to give you a better 
understanding of our financials, we 
are now publishing year-to-date (vs. 
weekly) Sunday Giving numbers. 

Fiscal Year 2021  
Year End Report

Budget........................... $652,105.00
Actuals ..........................$688,505.82
Difference ...................... $36,400.82

Next  Baptismal Prep   Mon. 9/13 7:00 pm (Church)
 Pre Cana Sat. 10/2 10:00 am (Red Door Room)
  Sign up online.

Fiesta Fundraiser!
Friday, September 10 at 7 pm

Join us for a FIESTA at the home 
of Lisa & John Steele to benefit 
our parish! Text FIESTA to 
312.625.5666, or www.givecentral.
org/location/80/event/30858 (Cost 
is $125 per person. The event is 
donated by Brittain & Jon Harts, 
Denise & Bobby Lucas, Carla & 
Bob McLaughlin, Lisa & John 
Steele, Katie & Scott Welch, Chiara 
& Dan Wrocinski.

Save the Date: Parish Golf Outing
Friday, October 8 at Harborside Golf Course 

Noon shotgun start
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ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 
$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 

(773) 471-1444

 

2020 N California Ave 
Chicago, IL 60647

773.384.0055 Tel  
773.384.1155 Fax

                         Southport Location

773.327.5500 Tel • 773.525.4795 Fax
Mon-Fri 8am - 7pm • Sat 9am - 5pm • Closed Sunday

The UPS Store®

edwards engineering

1000 Touhy Avenue 
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

847-364-8100
www.edwardsengineering.com

  

JONES & CLEARY

ROOFING / SHEET METAL
Restoration Specialists Since 1929

Ask For Thomas Cleary

773-288-6464
www.jonesandcleary.com

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal inc.
(Commercial and Residential)

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL 

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working? Partner 

refuses therapy?

Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

Honoring the Life
Traditional & Cremation Services

Pre-Planning Available

1458 W. Belmont Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60657
773.472.6300
LakeviewFuneralHome.com

 
 

DIABETIC MANAGEMENT IN YOUR HOME 
• Nutrition Therapy • Mobility Braces 

• Diabetic Testing Supplies • Diabetic Shoes 

773-292-1940 • Americasdietitians.com
COVERED BY MEDICARE AND MOST PPO’S

Steve Fejes
Allstate Insurance Company 
1452 W Fullerton 
Chicago, IL 60614

773.404.2200 
SteveFejes@Allstate.com

Auto | Home | Life | Retirement
24 Hour Customer Service

CHINESE+SUSHI
GRILL+COCKTAIL

dine in x carry out
delivery x catering

TEL: 773.248.1758
1353-55 W Fullerton Ave.

Chicago, IL 60614

www.MosKitchens.com

Chicago Real Estate with Professionalism, 
Integrity and Convenience

John Astorina, Parish Member

312-731-4383
www.jastorina.kw.com

312-265-0492

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC and used with permission. Jameson Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity 
Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Any services or products provided by independently owned and operated franchisees are not provided by, affiliated with or related to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC nor any of its affiliated companies.

jmills@jamesonsir.com l 773.914.4422 l HomeDiscoveryTeam.com

SJS Parent, Parishioner 
& Your Preferred Real 

Estate Broker with Over 
30 Years Experience! 

Jennifer Mills Klatt

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

 TRADITIONAL REHEARSALS, WEDDINGS
 ITALIAN FOOD FUNERAL LUNCHEONS
	 F	 F

 COCKTAIL LOUNGE BAPTISMS
	 F	 F

 LUNCH & DINNER  PRIVATE PARTIES

WWW.CLUBLUCKYCHICAGO.COM
1824 W. WABANSIA 773-227-2300


