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PARISH SCHOOLS 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor  
Rev. Matthew Elie 
In Residence  
Rev. Msgr. John W. McEvilly, V.G. 
Deacon  
Deacon Tim DeRousse 
 

Trustees  
Anna O’Gara   Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish  

James Bozsa    Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish  

James Kassly  Blessed Sacrament Parish  
Debra Zoeller  Blessed Sacrament Parish 
Business Manager 
Karen Ferrara  karenferrara@ymail.com 

Director of Liturgy 
Charles “Rusty” Asbury rasbury34@aol.com 

Director of Adult Faith Formation 
Karen Vick  karen.vick@qofp.com 

Director of Youth Faith Formation 
Deacon Tim DeRousse deacontime@gmail.com 

Parish Secretaries 
Donna Lee  leedonna6694@yahoo.com 
Colleen Cox  colleen.cox@qofp.com  

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH 
8707 West Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62223 
NEW website: bellevillecatholic.com 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE CHURCH 
5923 N Belt West  
Belleville, Illinois 62223 
NEW website: bellevillecatholic.com 

PRIEST RESIDENCE 
5923-North Belt West  
Belleville, Illinois 62223 
Phone: 618.234.6196 

COMBINED PARISH OFFICES 
8707 West Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62223 
Phone: 618.397.2287 
Office Hours  
M - Th. 8:30 a.m. -  4:00 p.m. 
F  8:30 a.m. - noon 

Blessed Sacrament School 
8809 West Main Street  
Belleville, Illinois 62223 
Phone: 618-397-1111 

Principal 
Claire Hatch   
blsac@hotmail.com 
Secretary  
Barb Edelmann   
blsacoffice@gmail.com 

Our Lady Queen Of  Peace School 
5915 North Belt West  
Belleville, Illinois 62223 
Phone: 618-234-1206 

Principal 
Michelle Tidwell   
michelle.tidwell@qofp.com 
Secretary  
Jackie Schmidt   
Jackie.schmidt@qofp.com 

    View bulletins on-line at bellevillecatholic.com or parishesonline.com | Submit articles to: leedonna6694@yahoo.com |     May 24, 2020 



2   |  “Let’s get this done … we are STRONGER TOGETHER as ONE”  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diocese of Belleville  
Office of the Apostolic Administrator  

                                            May 13, 2020  
Our Lady of Fatima 

 The Fiftieth Anniversary of My Ordination to the Priesthood. 
  

Dear Priests and Deacons of the Diocese of Belleville, Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 Peace be with you!  
 On this day in Eastertide, when I recall the overcast skies when John Cardinal Cody ordained me a priest forever at 
St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein, Illinois, I am happy to share with you a very positive development. In  
consultation with Governor Jay Pritzker and Illinois health officials, the Bishops of the Province of Chicago believe we 
can initiate the beginning of the gradual return to an active liturgical life in our parishes. I know how anxious you and the 
people you serve have been, during these weeks of sheltering in place, to return to the sanctuaries of our churches for the 
celebration of the Sunday Eucharist and the other sacraments, which are a source of the spiritual strength we all need in 
the face of suffering, anxiety, and death caused by the novel coronavirus and the COVID-19 disease it causes.  
 

 I know that the Christian Faithful in the Diocese of Belleville have very mixed feelings about the directives of  
federal and state government officials asking all of us to follow very strict precautions to safeguard our health and the 
health of our family members in the face of the ongoing pandemic that has transformed many aspect of our daily lives in a 
matter of weeks. I know that some wonder how the Bishops of Illinois can even plan for the reopening of our churches 
while the 7-day rolling average of new cases in the state is more than 2,400 per day and more than 13% of people who are 
tested in our state prove to be newly infected.  
 

 Others of you feel that since the number of coronavirus cases in the southern part of the state has been much 
lower than the very high numbers in the Chicago area, there may not have been a need for our parishes to follow such 
strict precautions that deprived us of our Holy Week and Easter celebrations and disrupted the schedule of our  
confirmations, weddings, funerals, graduations and other important parish events. Others have written to me indicating 
that, as people of faith, we should have greater trust in God and confidently assemble for Mass trusting that Jesus Himself 
will protect us from harm. But we must always remember that God has given us the great gifts of intelligence and reason 
and He expects us to use these gifts to make wise and prudent decisions. As your Bishop, it has been my responsibility to 
ask you to do everything possible to follow faithfully the best available disease-mitigation practices to contain the  
pandemic’s rampage through our communities.  
 

 The Bishops of Illinois are today presenting a Plan for gradual reopening our churches and returning to our  
liturgical life that we know is imperfect. I am sure you will understand that this Plan will necessarily unfold in stages or 
phases. It will be influenced by what healthcare professionals tell us about the movement of the invisible virus. The  
situation remains fluid and potentially dangerous. For the present, I ask the priests to continue to livestream the  
celebration of the Eucharist and other prayer experiences, while the necessary preparations for the Plan are put into place.  
 

 We expect the current situation may continue for several weeks, while we await updates on testing and the  
effectiveness of “social distancing.” Our Plan for reopening our Churches for public worship must include every precaution 
to ensure public gatherings do not create a second wave of contagion, thereby undoing the gains we have made by  
adhering to the directives developed by experts in infectious diseases.  
 

 The Bishops have reached an agreement with the Governor on a multi-phase Plan for reopening our churches for 
the celebration of the sacraments, private prayer, adoration and Mass. See the Link below for an Executive Summary and 
the details of the full Plan. Please study this document carefully and begin to implement preparations for Phase I immedi-
ately. The instructions contained in the Plan take precedence over any other recommendations, including the Thomistic 
Institute. I am aware that the Plan is somewhat detailed, and I realize that some parishes will find it challenging to follow 
every detail. I can only ask you to make every effort to follow the Plan. In the end, you can only do what is possible. It is for 
the Pastor and his co-workers in ministry to make prudent judgments, even when there are parts  Continued on page 3 
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PRIEST ORDINATION 
 Saturday, July 11th, at 10:30 AM, in the Cathedral of St. Peter, The Rev. Mr. Nicholas T. Fleming, The Rev. Mr. Carl E. 
Schrage, and The Rev. Mr. Joel L. Seipp to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ. During this same Mass, the Sacred Chrism will be 
blessed. Priests and Deacons who join us in prayer will be able to take the oils for their parishes with them.  
BISHOP-ELECT MCGOVERN’S ORDAINATION  
 Wednesday, July 22,2020, at 2:00 pm, the Ordination Liturgy will begin at 2:00 pm CST. Cardinal Blase  
Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, will be the principal consecrator. Bishop George J. Rassas, Auxiliary Bishop 
Emeritus of Chicago and Bishop Edward K. Braxton, who will become Bishop Emeritus of Belleville, will serve as 
co-consecrators. 
 Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, has confirmed that he will participate in the  
ordination liturgy. Archbishop Pierre, who serves as the representative of Pope Francis to the United States, will read the 
papal bull or letter from Pope Francis appointing Bishop-Elect McGovern to the Diocese of Belleville. 
 Bishop-Elect McGovern also asked for prayers in anticipation of his installation as the Ninth Bishop of Belleville: "I am 
very grateful to the many people who have contacted me and assured me of their prayers and support. I am eager to arrive 
in Belleville and begin serving as a shepherd to this local Church. Please continue to pray for me."  
 Due to concern for the health and safety of the public in the face of the coronavirus pandemic, attendance at the 
ordination liturgy will be limited and social distancing protocols will be in place. The Diocese of Belleville is exploring  
options for broadcasting the liturgy. This will allow the faithful to 
prayerfully participate in the ordination in their homes. 

VIEW WEEKLY MASSES ONLINE  
As the stay at home order has been extended through 
the end of May, Fr. Matthew is taping Sunday Masses. 

To view go to parish web page at: bellevillecatholic.com click link 
on top scrolling message bar or on Facebook.  

of the Plan that you may find difficult to do. Nevertheless, it is imperative for all parishes to avoid departing from these directives. Our 
Office of Worship will assist to the extent that it can.  
 

 Please note that in Phase I, we will begin with 10 people gathering for sacraments and adoration. This does NOT include the 
celebration of Sunday or weekday Masses. That will only begin after the parishioners are confident that they know how to manage so-
cial distancing and church cleansing in a pastoral and effective manner. Once the celebration of Sunday Eucharists begins, the Bishops 
have decided to keep the current dispensation in place AND, out of necessity, permit the faithful to fulfil their obligation at a weekday 
Mass. I realize that every parish may not be able to move through these Phases at the same pace. It may be particularly challenging to 
determine which 10 parishioners can participate, to select a sign-up method to assist in contact tracing. (Everyone is not online.) I am 
very sensitive to the fact that the health conditions of some priests make them very vulnerable. Though they may wish to follow the 
Plan in their parishes, it may be unwise for them to do so without consulting their physicians. Our priests and deacons must go forward 
doing all they can to safeguard their health and the health of their parishioners.  
 

 On the day of my Ordination, the Cardinal anointed my hands with Sacred Chrism, thereby blessing my insignificant hands for 
the work of nurturing the Church at the altar and on the streets. Like all of you, I long for the day when we can all fold our hands in 
prayer in the House of the Lord. Our Lady of Fatima, Pray for us! Oremus pro invicem.  

 

Prayerfully and appreciatively yours in Christ,  
The Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton, Ph.D., S.T.D.  

Apostolic Administrator Diocese of Belleville  
 

Link to the Executive Summary and the details of the full Plan:  

https://www.diobelle.org/?option=com_fileman&view=file&routed=1&name=The%20Bishops%20Plan%20for%20Return%20to%
20Churches%20%20%20Executive%20Summary%20of%20the%20Plan.pdf&folder=documents%2FFinance&container=fileman-
files&exp_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJleHAiOjE1ODk4MTc4OTEsImlhdCI6MTU4OTgxNDI5MX0.QSGpS2ScdJvHt
D1S1mxvDIknL2R8F0-xw0kvdZTniW0 . 

THANK YOU!     
To Our Lady Queen of Peace Sodality/Mother’s 

Club for the very generous donations to  
church and school. 

 

COMMUNITY INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY 
Our food pantry is asking for help from the  
community. Due to the virus and the demand 
here are needed items:  
Cereals, Variety Oats, Pancake Mix, Pop Tarts, 
Pudding cups, Fruit cups.  
Canned Meats: Tuna, Chicken, Ravioli,  
Spaghetti, Chili with bean, Soups, Stews.  
Side Dishes: Hamburger helper, Potatoes, Rice dishes, 
Mac & Cheese, Ramen Noodles, Peanut Butter, Jelly. Also 
needed: plastic, paper & cloth bags. 
*Please take directly to the pantry, 1218 West Main St., 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 8:00 am to 
3:00 pm, or on Saturday from 8:00 am to noon. 
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   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Blessed Sacrament, Belleville, IL A 4C 01-0337

Contact Mike Anderson to place an ad today! 
manderson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2612

Office: 618/259-8011   
800/851-5562  Parishioner

EDWARD J. SZEWCZYK
 ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Pratt & Tobin, P.C 150 South Bellwood Dr., Bethalto, IL 62024

HIDEG PHARMACY
8601 WEST MAIN

KIL-MAR PROFESSIONAL BLDG. DON JOHNSTON, R.Ph.

FREE DELIVERY 398-4400  618-234-4343

30% 
Energy 

Tax 
Credits!

Physical, Occupational 
& Speech Therapy
Michael R. Riley, PT  

Michael R. Riley, Jr., PT  
Tom Dibadj, PT 

(618) 234-9705

PROFESSIONAL 
THERAPY 

SERVICES, INC.

Law Office of 
Christopher Cueto, LTD. 

Attorney At Law
7110 WEST MAIN STREET

277-1554

Keefe &  
De Pauli PC
Attorneys at Law

624-2444
2 Executive Dr. 

Fairview Heights

Becker, Hoerner, 
Thompson & Ysursa, P.C.

Attorneys At Law

5111W. Main St. • 235-0020

Kim Littlefield, DMD, PC 
Orthodontist

Three Convenient Locations

618-236-9700
www.littlefieldorthodontics.com

 Lawn Maintenance  Donnie Minton 
 Mowing  Owner 
 Lawn Applications
 

Fully Insured
Office: (618) 355-4500 | Cell: (618) 580-5974 
4407 N. Belt W. • Belleville, IL 62226

www.mintonoutdoor.com

Knipp Roofing & Exteriors Inc  
Residential • CommeRCial 

in Belleville foR 70 YeaRs 

1947-2017
15 S. 10th St. • 233-1303

Weiss
Monument Works

opposite
Mt. Carmel Cemetery
9904 West Main
– 398-1811 –

4 GENERATIONS OF TRUSTED SERVICE...

KASSLY
398-1122

kasslyfuneral.com 

MORTUARY  LTD.

Bernie Ysursa, ATT.
12 W. Lincoln 

Belleville, IL 62220

618-235-3500

        

                Hardware
In Shopland Center

Open 7 days a week

397-2501

FUNERAL HOMES
233-5400 Family Owned

Since 1957

Security  Fire  Video  Intercom
Access Control  Nurse Call Systems

steliz.org

Belleville, IL      235-2100

SIERON & 
ASSOCIATES INC.
We Buy Homes
618-875-4444

EDWARD P. ROSE, M.D.
Rheumatology

Medical Office Center - Two • Ste. 480
4600 Memorial Drive, Belleville, IL 62226

Office Hrs. By Appt. 

(618) 257-1490 Parishioner

Tom Egan
2810 Frank Scott Pkwy West 
Copper Bend Centre, Ste 820

618-233-3099

GARY L. THOMAS
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

4717 W. MAIN, BELLEVILLE, IL  62223

DAVID L. CHAPPELL
Deceased

Bus: (618) 233-1466

7427 West Main Street • Belleville, Illinois 62223
(618) 397-8701  •  FAX (618) 397-8700

Parishioner


