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There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his
orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on it but found
none, he said to the gardener, “For three years now I have
come in search of fruit on this fig tree but have found none.
So cut it down.” … The gardener said to him in reply,
“Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate the ground
around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future.”
~Luke 13:6-9
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FROM THE PASTOR
Do All You Can Do to Defend Life
This week I call your attention to the
letter on the next page from Cardinal
Blase Cupich regarding the extreme
legislation that seriously challenges the
right to life. These bills will soon be voted upon by our
Illinois state legislature. I’ve asked members of our
Respect Life Committee to greet you on your way out of
church today to encourage you to do what you can to
oppose these bills. Some parishioners have already met
with local legislators to make their minds known. But our
lawmakers need to hear from more of us!
These dangerous bills, disguised as “health care,” will
seriously infringe upon the rights of parents and healthcare workers. The bills would force Catholic hospitals
and institutions to make abortion procedures available,
and also repeal the legal protection of conscience that
doctors and nurses currently have.
Additionally, parents and guardians who have the right
to care for their children would no longer be notified
if their child goes to have an abortion, a major lifealtering medical procedure. To put it in perspective, a
minor cannot legally get a tattoo, nor can a 20-year-old
purchase cigarettes in Chicago. If a student has a
headache, a school will not dispense aspirin without
express parental permission. However, these Illinois bills
seek to repeal parental notification. It defies logic! It
should be a fundamental right that parents know any
medicines or medical procedures their child is receiving.
Yet these “health care” bills do the opposite.
Abortion is not the answer. In our nation, sadly, there are
many couples who want to have a child and cannot.
They are longing to adopt a baby, yet are not enough
children available for adoption. Abortion can also leave
people with emotional or spiritual wounds, and for those
women and men a specialized ministry called Project
Rachel provides healing resources (888-465-HOPE).
As people of faith, we are called to seek the values of
Christ. Just as we have received the gift of life through
no merit of our own, we do not have the right to take
away someone else’s chance at life, especially an unborn baby in any stage of development. The ultimate
expression of holding to Catholic social teaching –
striving for peace among all people, for justice and
equal opportunities for all – begins with the fundamental
right to life. Any valid expression of peace and justice
realizes this and values the case for life, not “choice.”
Please contact our legislators and make your voice
heard for human life, and pray for a change of heart in
those who promote this harmful legislation. And let us
not forget to pray for one another!
~ Fr. Szmyd
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“For three years now I have come in search of
fruit on this fig tree and still I have found none.”
~Luke 13:7

why no fruit, little tree
is this the wrong time, wrong clime
is there too much stress
too many demands
too much disappointment in the orchard
is fig production harder than you thought
and you would rather rest in the sun
do not fear
the One who cares
has given a year of reprieve
a year of jubilee
and will see that there is water
to shake you into life
and enrich the soil in which you grow
do not fear little tree
there is enough time
– but nothing extra
should you fall asleep again
shake off lethargy
spring is almost here
the time of reckoning
stir yourself
producing figs is
after all
what you were born to do
E.M. Jeep

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons CC BY-SA 3.0, commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=788571
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This Week at St. Luke
Here are events coming up this week that can help you keep to
your Lenten resolutions to pray, fast, and give alms on the journey
to Calvary and the Resurrection.

Still Time to Join
the Book Discussion
This is the last week for the Lenten Book
Discussion Group, which will
conclude with the last five chapters
(11-15) of Matthew Kelly’s book
The Biggest Lie in the History of
Christianity. The group will meet
this Thursday at 7:30 pm in the
Hospitality House.

Way of the Cross
& Simple Supper
The next Stations of the Cross this
Friday, March 29, will be “The
Stations Through the Eyes of the
Virgin Mary.” The prayers start at
6:00 pm in church, followed by
a simple meatless supper hosted by the Peace
and Justice Committee in Waldron Hall. All are
invited to attend these evenings of meditative prayer
and fellowship each Friday in Lent!

Alms for the Rice Bowl
Sunday Confession Times
This weekend and the next two Sundays (March 24
and April 7), we will have additional times for the
Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation between
Masses. The sacrament will be available between
8:30 - 9:00 am and from 10:00 to 11:00 am.
Reconciliation will also be offered this Tuesday
during the Lenten Mission at St. Bernardine.

If you missed it last weekend, be sure to pick up the
Rice Bowl envelope in church today. We encourage
everyone to make a donation to help families like
those we’ve reading about in the CRS Rice Bowl
Calendar. Remember
to bring the envelope
with your gift to Mass
next weekend or
on April 6 - 7.

Week Three: Rebuilding after Civil War
Christyan DhathCroos is from a farming village in Sri Lanka, but he spent half of his life in India
because of Sri Lanka’s civil war. He was only 14 when his family left. When he returned to his
homeland 16 years later, the family farm was in shambles. The fields were overgrown with trees
and filled with rocks. Now with a wife and family to provide for, Christyan needed help.
For any refugee, returning home after so many years can be challenging. That’s why Catholic
Relief Service is helping thousands like Christyan to rebuild what’s been destroyed of their lives.
That may mean helping to clear overgrown farmland and ensuring their farms have access to
water. Christyan is now growing rice, pumpkin, and peanuts. Because of the assistance from CRS,
Christyan can give his family things he never had.
Things like education. Because his family was always fleeing violence during the war, Christyan
never completed school. “I want to make sure my three children are educated,” he says. “That’s my
dream. No one in our family has finished their education, but I know my children will.” With the
profits from the family farm, Christyan can now send his 4-year-old son Godwin to a Catholic
Photo by Jeff Holt/Catholic Relief Services
preschool which will give him a great start on his dream of becoming a scientist.
Now that they are achieving their dreams Christyan is making sure his family understands the importance of helping others.
“When we had nothing, CRS came and helped us, and now we have what we need. We should help others, too.”
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Renew My Search

A Lenten Mission with Rev. James F. Hurlbert
This Week at St. Bernardine Church
7246 Harrison Street ● Forest Park
7:00 pm ● March 25, 26 & 27
Fr. Hurlbert, pastor of Ascension Parish in Oak Park,
has been a priest in the Archdiocese of Chicago for almost 30 years.
He has served as a spiritual director for the Archdiocese’s college seminary
and an instructor in the Deacon and Lay Ministry Formation Program.
After serving as an associate at two parishes and as pastor of St. Alphonsus
Church, he spent two years in missionary work at a home for orphaned,
abandoned, and at-risk children and young adults in Guatemala.
This theme of this Lenten Mission, which is adapted from the title of
the Archdiocese’s Renew My Church initiative, will help us open
our spiritual eyes and feel renewed in our lives as followers of Christ.

Monday evening: “Open Our Eyes Wide Shut”
Tuesday evening: “Walking with God (¡Buen Camino!)”
followed by opportunity for individual Confessions
Wednesday evening: “Renew My Search”
The talks will last 30–40 minutes.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, March 25 - The Annunciation of the Lord
6:30 am † The Williams, Karasis and Kurr Families
8:00 am † Mickelene Tenhoven

Tuesday, March 26
6:30 am † Irene Nagel
8:00 am † Mary Connolly

Wednesday, March 27
6:30 am
For an end to abortion and infanticide
8:15 am † Marjorie Harrington

Thursday, March 28
6:30 am † For all victims of the March 3 tornado in Alabama
8:00 am † For victims of the Aurora shooting and their families

Friday, March 29
6:30 am † Victims of the New Zealand mosque shooting
8:00 am † Eileen Byrne

Saturday, March 30
8:00 am † Elizabeth Plonski
5:00 pm † James G. Bauer

Sunday, March 31
7:30 am † Marie Gavin
9:00 am † Kathryn Ann Froelich; Michael Sullivan
11:00 am The People of St. Luke Parish

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Monday-Friday, March 25-29
8:00 am Servers

Adult Servers

Saturday, March 30
5:00 pm Servers M Bartalis, K Cox, M Cox
Lectors B Esposito
Euch Min J Bobak, Y Bobak, C Madden, H Peterson,
M Peterson, A Roche, K Roche
Ushers C Cox, J Fisher, R Nixon, 1 Needed

Sunday, March 31
7:30 am Servers
Lectors
Euch Min
Ushers
9:00 am Servers
Lectors
Euch Min

R Gleason, R Hicks, E Wolinski
K Bevan, O Dowling
K Heiss, E Maloney, J Sullivan
B Hickman, J Langton, C Maroon, M Oller
C Gancer, B Kerstetter, A Weiler
T Graefe, CJ Kerstetter
P Brennan, S Brennan, LM Froelich,
P Muldoon, G Rara, C Weiler, L Zarate
Ushers B Aquilino, L Driscoll, P Driscoll, J Nowicki
11:00 am Servers M Carr, F Glinke, C Kappe
Lectors D Kurtenbach, A O’Connell
Euch Min B Elwood, J Mannix, M Moore, D Piper,
W Piper, B Stumbris, J Stumbris
Ushers J McInerney, P Carr, 2 Needed

Cover Art: This image of “The Vine Dresser and the Fig
Tree” by French illustrator James Tissot (circa 1886)
is used with permission of the Brooklyn Museum.
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Panel to Discuss Life Issues
and Pending Legislation
Two states already have taken action on new abortion
laws that could mean serious changes to the rights of the
unborn. Among other things, the legislation in Virginia
and New York extend the time for late-term abortions.
Will Illinois be next? Come to our panel discussion on
Thursday, April 4, to find out.
Special guest speakers Mary Kate Knorr and Mary
FioRito will address recent pro-abortion legislation
actions at the state and federal levels and the negative
ramifications for Illinois residents and taxpayers. Knorr
is the director of Illinois Right to Life and FioRito is an
attorney, noted speaker-author, and our local expert
on pro-life matters.
This free program will start at 7:00 pm in Waldron Hall.
In addition, Catholics from the Chicago Archdiocese and
Joliet Diocese are invited to attend the Life Advocacy
Day in Springfield on April 3 (see below). If you can’t
make the trip to the state capital, be sure to attend our
panel discussion for the most up-to-date information on
the issues facing our state.

Trip to Lobby for Life
in Springfield on April 3
The Archdiocese’s Respect Life Ministry is organizing a
trip to Springfield on Wednesday, April 3, for local lay
Catholics to lobby against the new bills introduced in
the Illinois legislature that would violate the sacredness
of life.
Coach buses will leave from both
Marytown in Libertyville and
St. John of the Cross in Western
Springs. This excursion, which will
cost $10, will last from 6:00 am to
6:00 pm. Lunch and training will be
provided by the Illinois Catholic
Conference. Sign up for the trip at
http://tinyurl.com/iladvocacyday.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
A Conversion with
Kelley Kitley

Women’s Night With Author
St. Luke Women’s Club invites all to attend a very
special evening with international women’s mental health
expert, author, and Oak Park resident Kelley Kitley,
LCSW, on Monday, April 1.
Kelley will discuss her autobiography MY self, which
covers a wide variety of topics such as anxiety,
depression, mood disorders, and how
to engage self-survival skills to
become the best version of yourself.
She has been a featured contributor
in over 100 publications including
The Wall Street Journal, Shape, SELF,
Huffington Post, Women’s Health
Magazine, Chicago Tribune, and
Chicago Parent Magazine, as well as appearances on
the Today Show and National Public Radio.
Copies of her book will be on hand for purchase and
Kelley’s signature. A suggested donation of $5 will be
accepted at the door. Light refreshments will be served.
The program will start at 7:00 pm in Waldron Hall.

Prime Timers
The Prime Timers will be playing Bridge in the
Hospitality House tomorrow (Monday) from Noon until
2:30 pm. Newcomers are always welcome.
The group’s next excursion will be a visit to St. Joseph
the Betrothed Ukrainian Catholic Church on Tuesday,
April 9. This is the church with the multiple gold domes
on Cumberland Avenue that
you may have driven by and
wondered what it’s like inside.
The group will leave from the
Hospitality House at 10:15 am.
A small donation is requested.
We will have lunch at Basilico
Ristorante, which is nearby.
Sign up for the tour by calling
Dee Galbraith at 771-6411
by Friday, April 5.

For Masses the week of March 25–31
Mon: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8b-9, 10, 11 [8a, 9a]/
Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
Tue: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [6a]/
Mt 18:21-35
Wed: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20 [12a]/Mt 5:17-19
Thu: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Lk 11:14-23
Fri: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 and 17
[cf. 11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34
Sat: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf. Hos 6:6]/Lk 18:9-14
Next Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [9a]/
2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Monica Affleck, Gene and Zenaida Baltes, David Carlson,
Matthew Creedan, Lauren Ellsworth, Richard Farrell,
Robert Gorman, Angelo Kaldis Sr., Frank Kurr, Irene McDunn,
Kevin Nolan, Paul Novak, Tony Reyes, Patti Sheehan,
Charles Tasharski, Tom Trankina, and Janice Yeurig

AND FOR OUR DECEASED
Richard Canapary and Joseph Moroni

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
He said to the gardener, “For three years
now I have come in search of fruit on this
fig tree but have found none.” ~Luke 13:7
We can all be like the barren fig tree at times. Do you
cling to what you have or do you generously share with
others? How will you respond when God asks you what
you have done with all the gifts He has given you?
Remember, not only are we called to be generous, we
are called to develop and nurture our gifts and return
with increase.
Our Weekly Offerings
Week-to-Date Month-to-Date Year-to-Date
Envelopes
Electronic
Total Giving

$

Budgeted
Variance +/(-)

13,530
$ ( 4,121)

$

7,564
1,845
9,409

$ 26,236
15,647
$ 41,884

$ 327,846
170,701
$ 498,546

40,590
1,294

514,140
$ ( 15,594)

$

(For Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)

We greatly appreciate the sacrifices you make to
support the mission and ministry of St. Luke Church.
Here’s a convenient way to support
St. Luke Parish with payments from your
bank or credit card account using your computer or smart
phone. Try it today at GiveCentral.org.
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Attn: Teens! Early Bird
Discount Available NOW
for Summer Service Trip!
All 8th grade grads and high school teens who register
by Monday, April 1, for this summer’s Youth Service Trip
will receive a $40 discount off the total cost of the trip.
But you have to act fast and send in your application
with the $100 deposit before the April 1 deadline to
qualify for this special rate.
Our destination is the Catholic Heart WorkCamp in the
Calmar, Iowa, the first state to vote for the 2020
Presidential candidates. Who knows, we might even
bump into a candidate or two on the stump!
We depart early Sunday, July 7, and return Friday
evening, July 12. Space is limited, so don’t delay! Talk
with your parents, and go to the parish website for the
application and full information at stlukeparish.org/
en-us/youthministryhome.aspx. Early birds also have
the opportunity to prepare at our pre-trip formation
meetings, to pray and pack. Even better, invite a friend
and share the experience!
If you have any questions, contact Fr. Steve at
sbauer@stlukeparish.org.

THE THREE T’s
TIME ● TALENT ● TREASURE
Almsgiving is more than just allocating surplus funds to
a charitable organization or cause. More is expected
of us than that! Think of almsgiving as acts of
generosity that enable the performance of the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy. It is through the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy that we show
ourselves to be faithful, rather than accidental,
disciples.
Almsgiving places a demand on us to receive Christ
as he presents himself to us in his poor. This can be an
off-putting experience because Christ arrives in his
poor on his own terms. Our place, once he makes his
presence known, is not to control, but to serve. And as
in his poor Christ takes the lowest place, we are
compelled to take our place beneath him as servants
of the One who makes himself a slave.
The performance of such service often resists offering
to us the kinds of consolations that we might expect
from our service to the Lord, but it is precisely in this
that our service becomes efficacious. We learn from
this experience how to imitate Christ’s generosity, who
gave to us fully knowing that what he gave was
undeserved, could not be reciprocated, and would be
unappreciated by many. It is in imitation of Christ’s
service and acceptance of his conditions that our own
service is perfected.
Almsgiving is also a reminder of our own mortality,
inasmuch as all worldly goods will be surrendered
at the moment of death. Rather than building ever
greater storehouses for our possessions, we give
what we have away. That we do so incrementally
prepares us for the surrender of all worldly goods
that will ultimately come. Prayer. Fasting. Almsgiving.
None of these are ends in themselves. Instead, each
is a way, a way that is opening us up to the
Church’s spiritual passage into the great mysteries
of Holy Week:
Remember, thou art dust, and shall to dust return.
Then place not in the world thy trust,
Its delusions spurn;
Prepare thee for the mighty change
Impending over all;
Give to thy thoughts a loftier range
And heed Heaven’s call.
This is an excerpt from an article titled, “How to Get Ready for
Lent” by Fr. Steve Grunow, CEO of Word on Fire Catholic
Ministries. The full article can be found at wordonfire.org.

8

WELCOME TO ST. LUKE • River Forest, IL

MISERICORDIA

CANDY DAYS

Friday, April 26 & Saturday, April 27

PLEASE VOLUNTEER!
Two or more hours of your time will make a big
difference for more than 600 children and adults
with developmental and physical disabilities.
To volunteer, please contact Cynthia Maroon
at 708-366-8133 or cmaroon @ yahoo.com
(Cynthia ushers at St. Luke at the 7:30 Sunday Mass,
and her son Jon has been a resident
at Misericordia for more than 35 years.)

Thank you!

Bishop John R. Manz invites all St. Luke altar servers
to join other servers from our Vicariate IV
for this special celebration of your ministry.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30 ● 10:30 AM - 2:00 PM
OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL PARISH
1101 23RD AVE. ● MELROSE PARK
Snacks, games, and contests to follow Mass
RSVP by March 22 online at
vocations.archchicago.org/events/altar-server-appreciation

All Abby Johnson ever wanted to do was help
women. As one of the youngest Planned Parenthood
clinic directors in the nation, Abby was involved in
upwards of 22,000 abortions and counseled
countless women on their reproductive choices.
Her passion for a woman’s right to choose led her to
become a spokesperson for Planned Parenthood,
fighting to enact legislation for the cause she deeply
believed in . . . until the day she saw something that
changed everything! It led Abby to join her former
adversaries at 40 Days for Life and become one of
the most ardent pro-life speakers. And now her story
is brought to life in a movie — “UnPlanned.”
Opening this week at more than a dozen theaters
in the Chicago area, including the Yorktown.
For local listings, visit www.unplannedfilm.com.
MARCH 24, 2019 • Third Sunday of Lent
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500 Club
The St. Luke Athletic Committee congratulates this
week’s winner of the 500 Club drawing:
Lois Bonaccorsi
Thank you to all who have purchased memberships in
the Club, the proceeds of which go directly to fund St.
Luke Parish School’s athletic programs.

Staff Directory
Rev. John Szmyd, Pastor
jszmyd@ stlukeparish.org................................... 435-8925
Rev. Steven Bauer, Associate Pastor
sbauer@ stlukeparish.org................................... 435-8922
Rev. Leroy Wickowski (Retired)
lwickowski@ stlukeparish.org ............................ 435-8917
Rev. Mr. John Baier
johnbaier@ isp.com .................................... 630-655-0088
Rev. Mr. Terry Norton
reneeterrynorton@ gmail.com ........................... 771-6635
Rev. Mr. Bob Slobig
bobslobig@ comcast.net..................................... 771-6430
Rev. Mr. Paul Faherty (retired)

◘ Rectory / Parish Office
528 Lathrop Avenue, River Forest 60305-1835
stlukeparish@ stlukeparish.org .......................... 771-8250
Carol Karlowski, Office Assistant
ckarlowski@ stlukeparish.org ............................ 435-8912
Daniel Szymanski, Director of Operations
dszymanski@ stlukeparish.org ........................... 435-8921
Sheila Price, Director of Stewardship & Development
sprice@ stlukeparish.org .................................... 435-8927
Arlene Michna, Music Director
amichna@ stlukeparish.org ................................ 435-8926
Bradley Collins, Communications Coordinator
bcollins@ stlukeparish.org .................................. 435-8910
◘ Parish School
519 Ashland Avenue, River Forest 60305 ..............366-8587
Bob Ballenger, Interim Co-Principal
bballenger@ stlukeparish.org
Kris Gritzmacher, Interim Co-Principal
kgritzmacher@ stlukeparish.org
Joanie Schwarzbeck, Administrative Assistant
jschwarzbeck@ stlukeparish.org
◘ Religious Education
519 Ashland Avenue, River Forest 60305-1824
Michelle Dal Pino, Religious Education Coordinator
mdalpino@ stlukeparish.org .............................. 435-8960

Violence in Your Home?
24-Hour Crisis Line: 708-386-4225
Mass Schedule
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm, and Sunday 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am
Weekdays: Monday-Friday 6:30 & 8:00 am (except 8:15 am
on Wednesdays during the school year), Saturday 8:00 am
Confessions
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation is offered after
6:30 and 8:00 am weekday Masses and by appointment. Call
the rectory to schedule a time.
Adoration and Benediction
Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament occurs every first Saturday
after the 8:00 am Mass and rosary.
Rectory Office Hours
Monday through Friday 9:00 am-12:00 Noon and 1:00-4:00 pm
and by appointment (Call 708-771-8250).
Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith?
Anyone wishing to complete their sacraments or learn more about
the Catholic faith may inquire about our adult faith formation
program (RCIA) by calling the rectory for more information.
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◘ Hospitality House
533 Ashland Avenue, River Forest
Sr. Pat Farrell, OP
pfarrell@ stlukeparish.org ................................. 771-5280
New Parishioners
If you’re new to the community or just new to our church, please stop
by the rectory to introduce yourself and register so we can welcome
you into the full life of our parish.
Communion Visits and Ministry of Care
A parish priest or Minister of Care will be happy to visit those who
are sick or homebound. Please call the rectory to make arrangements.
Baptism
Baptisms take place on the first and third Sundays of each month,
except during Lent. Preparation meetings are held on the first
Monday of every month for the parents of children who will be
baptized. Arrangements can be made by calling the rectory.
Marriage
Couples wishing to be married should call the rectory to set up an
appointment with one of the parish priests at least six months in
advance of the desired wedding date.
Anointing of the Sick
Elderly parishioners, those in poor health or who are anticipating
surgery can call the rectory to arrange to receive the sacrament
of anointing.

