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His son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven
and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.”
But his father ordered his servants, “let us celebrate with a feast
because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again.”
~Luke 15:21-22a, 23b-24a
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MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, April 1
6:30 am † Helen and Shirley O’Leary
8:00 am † Norman Carroll, Ralph Carroll, and Bob Charlton

Tuesday, April 2 - St. Francis of Paola
6:30 am † Thomas F. and Helene Dittrich Kenney
8:00 am † Gertrude and George Barder

Wednesday, April 3
6:30 am † Joe Madden
8:15 am † Joe Madden

Thursday, April 4 - St. Isidore
6:30 am † Joseph Madden
8:00 am † Estelle Williams

Friday, April 5 - St. Vincent Ferrer
6:30 am † Jimmy Dooley
8:00 am † Bob Atkinson

Saturday, April 6

He became angry and refused to enter the house.
~Luke 15:20

8:00 am † Kathryn Ann Froelich
5:00 pm † Anne T. Smedinghoff

Sunday, April 7
7:30 am
The People of St. Luke Parish
9:00 am † Dr. Robert Muldoon
11:00 am † Gerald Kirchman; Jimmy Dooley; Dr. James Hill;
Margo Pizzo; Roman Kapica

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Monday-Friday, April 1-5
8:00 am Servers

J Leonardi, J Leonardi

Saturday, April 6
5:00 pm Servers B Hardy, R Hicks, C Leavy
Lectors K Roche, T Smedinghoff
Euch Min J Bresnahan, G Hardy, L Hogan, J Meek,
J Megall, A Roche, MB Smedinghoff
Ushers C Cox, J Fisher, R Nixon, 1 Needed

Sunday, April 7
7:30 am Servers
Lectors
Euch Min
Ushers
9:00 am Servers
Lectors
Euch Min

A Perry, E Perry, A Vazquez
K Bevan, L Binder
K Heiss, D Hopkinson, J Lynch
B Hickman, J Langton, C Maroon, M Oller
B Kerstetter, M Scelfo, M Scelfo
CJ Kerstetter, I Flores
P Brennan, S Brennan, LM Froelich,
M Martinez, P Muldoon, S Scelfo, L Langos
Ushers B Aquilino, L Driscoll, P Driscoll, J Nowicki
11:00 am Servers C Crotty, L Phelan, C Vlerick
Lectors J Mannix, N Moore
Euch Min L Amison, B Elwood, B Huerta, D Kurtenbach,
M Moore, B Nickels, MK Nickels
Ushers J McInerney, 3 Needed

can we see ourselves in the
unbending anger and rejection of the elder son
who sees robe and ring and lavish feast
provided for one who is undeserving
one who squandered the riches
of the land and of the family’s work
seeing the prodigal allowed to step back into
the family precinct as if he belonged
as if he still had the right
do we cry out, what about me!
I am not a bystander here
my role, my inheritance
are threatened by largess toward this delinquent
this refugee and his friends
who will hear of green fields and open doors
and stream across the border
from their land of famine and danger
to stake a claim
on what is rightly mine
I worked for it
made this land fruitful
lived in expectation of control!
do we hear the father, with loving words
offer the only argument that matters
he is your brother
who was dead and now is alive again
he is your brother
how do you suppose the story will end?

Cover Art: This 1773 version of “The Return of the Prodigal
Son” by Italian painter Pompeo Batoni now resides with the
Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna. It is used here courtesy
of Wikimedia Commons.
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E.M. Jeep

This Week at St. Luke
Here are events coming up this week that can help you keep to
your Lenten resolutions to pray, fast, and give alms on the journey
to Calvary and the Resurrection.

Way of the Cross
& Simple Supper
Sunday Confession Times
This weekend and next Sunday will be the last
offering of the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation between Sunday Masses this Lent. Plan
for a little extra time and come receive the sacrament between 8:30 and 9:00 am and from 10:00
to 11:00 am. The sacrament also will be available
after the 6:30 and 8:00 Masses during the week
up until Holy Thursday.

The next Stations of the Cross this
Friday, March 29, will be “The
Stations Through the Eyes of the
Virgin Mary.” The prayers start at
6:00 pm in church, followed by
a simple meatless supper hosted this week by the
Peace and Justice Committee in Waldron Hall. All
are invited to attend these evenings of meditative
prayer and fellowship each Friday in Lent!

Alms for the Rice Bowl

DON’T LOSE THE WAY!

We will begin collecting the CRS Rice Bowl envelopes
at all Masses this weekend and next week. We
encourage everyone to make a donation to help
families like those we’ve reading about in the
CRS Rice Bowl Calendar.
If you forgot your
envelope this weekend
be sure to bring it to
Mass next Sunday.

Week Four: Equal Education in Africa
Waisa never spent a single day in school. When she was young, no one thought girls should
receive an education. Plus, there was work to do. She helped her 12 siblings at her family’s
farm. She was responsible for helping her mother sell meat to their neighbors.
Now, things have changed in Sinkunia, a town in the north of Sierra Leone. Waisa knows
the importance of education — especially for girls. “If there’s education, Sierra Leone will
develop,” she says. “Our students will make sure of it.”
That’s why Waisa insists that her 12-year-old granddaughter Kumba attends the nearby
CRS-sponsored school, so she can learn how to make a difference in her community and
her country. And, through the nutritious lunch that CRS gives to each student every day,
Kumba and her classmates can focus on their studies and not on their hunger.
Kumba’s favorite subject is math because she likes the challenge. When she completes her
Photo by Laura E. Pohl/Catholic Relief Services
education, she wants to be a nurse to help others in Sinkunia to stay healthy. That’s how
CRS Rice Bowl is helping to break the cycle of poverty in many small villages throughout Africa and the world.
Please help Kumba to reach her dream of helping others.
MARCH 31, 2019 • Fourth Sunday of Lent
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Attention: All Altar Servers,
Eucharistic Ministers,
Lectors, and Ushers

SCRIPTURE READINGS
For Masses the week of April 1– 7
Mon: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b [2a]/
Jn 4:43-54
Tue: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:1-16
Wed: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 [8a]/Jn 5:17-30
Thu: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31-47
Fri: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23 [19a]/
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Sat: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53
Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/
Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Monica Affleck, Gene and Zenaida Baltes, David Carlson,
Matthew Creedan, Lauren Ellsworth, Richard Farrell,
Robert Gorman, Angelo Kaldis Sr., Frank Kurr, Irene McDunn,
Kevin Nolan, Paul Novak, Tony Reyes, Patti Sheehan,
Charles Tasharski, Tom Trankina, and Janice Yeurig

AND FOR OUR DECEASED
Marilyn Walsh and Monica Affleck

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
No longer was there manna for the Israelites,
who that year ate of the yield of the land
of Canaan.
~Joshua 5:12

It’s time to prepare the next liturgical ministry schedule
covering the period of June 8 through September 6.
Please go into your Ministry Pro Schedule account and
update any changes in your contact information and
select the dates you are unavailable to serve.
The deadline to enter your information is Sunday,
April 14, after which we will create the new summer
schedule using the data you enter.

Prime Timers
Reservations are still open for the Prime Timers’ next trip
to see St. Joseph the Betrothed Ukrainian Catholic
Church on Tuesday, April 9. This is the striking church
with the multiple gold domes on Cumberland Avenue.
The group will leave from the Hospitality House at
10:15 am. A small donation is requested, in addition to
lunch at the nearby Basilico Ristorante.
As you can see from the photo below of our last outing
to the St. Joseph Table at Dominican University, we
always have a fun group that enjoys exploring new
places. If you’d like to join us on April 9, please call Dee
Galbraith at 771-6411 to RSVP by this Friday, April 5.

Over the forty years that the Israelites journeyed
through the desert, God provided them with manna to
eat. As soon as they were able to enjoy the fruits of
the Promised Land the manna ceased. Likewise, God’s
blessings to us may change over the years but it is
important to trust that God will always provide us with
all that we need.
Our Weekly Offerings
Week-to-Date Month-to-Date Year-to-Date
Envelopes
Electronic
Total Giving

$
$

6,437
2,165
8,602

$ 32,674
17,812
$ 50,485

$ 334,283
172,865
$ 507,148

Budgeted
13,530
54,120
527,670
Variance +/(-) $ ( 4,928)
$ ( 3,635)
$ ( 20,522)
(For Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)

We greatly appreciate the sacrifices you make to
support the mission and ministry of St. Luke Church.
Thank you for your generosity!
Here’s a convenient way to support
St. Luke Parish with payments from your
bank or credit card account using your computer or smart
phone. Try it today at GiveCentral.org.
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Holiday Bulletin Deadlines
Our printing deadlines have been moved up as we
approach the Holy Week and Easter observances.
• April 7th Bulletin (5th Sunday of Lent)
Submissions due 9:00 am this Monday, April 1
• April 14th Bulletin (Palm Sunday)
Submissions due 9:00 am Thursday, April 4
• April 21st Bulletin (Easter)
Submissions due 9:00 am Wednesday, April 10

St. Luke Women’s Club
invites all to

for

Book Signing & Conversation

with Kelley Kitley
Author of the new autobiography “MY self”

MONDAY, APRIL 1, AT 7:00 PM
WALDRON HALL, 519 ASHLAND
Light refreshments will be served.
A suggested donation of $5 will be accepted at the door.

Life & Legislation in Illinois
A Panel Discussion on Pending
Changes in Illinois Laws That Threaten
the Sanctity of Life
Featuring:

Mary Kate Knorr

Mary FioRito

Director
Illinois Right to Life

Attorney & Noted
Speaker/Author

Thursday, April 4

●

7:00 –9:00 pm

●

Waldron Hall

For more information, contact Lauretta Froelich at 708-771-0252
MARCH 31, 2019 • Fourth Sunday of Lent
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Teens & Adults:
Stop By and See How You
can share Your Faith!

We Celebrated
Religious Education!
Almost 50 people stopped by Waldron Hall after the
Family Mass on March 10 to “Celebrate Religious
Education” in our parish. We were happy to have so
many parishioners as well as our Religious Education
families drop by for a light breakfast and conversation.

We are also especially grateful for the time and talent
shared by all the creative members of our Religious
Education Advisory Board, who have been helping us
plan our program all year long and hosted this event.
They include those pictured above: Elizabeth Roginski,
Aicha MacCarthy, Tracie Doherty, Peggy Gruber,
and Erin Madden. Not shown are: Christine Dalton,
Nancy Patrickus, and Jamie Madden. We thank them
all for the many hours they have given us!
In fact, the board members were so pleased with the
turnout on March 10 that they decided to host another
event soon, so watch for another opportunity to connect
with us in the near future!
~Michelle Dal Pino,
Coordinator of Religious Education
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Although we are fast approaching the end of our
school year, the Religious Education Program is
still looking for some additional volunteers. It’s
the perfect time to come and see what being a
catechist is all about.
Teacher aides are especially needed for the 3:30
to 4:30 pm session on Wednesdays, which serves
children in 1st through 4th grades. Or if you’d like
to see what the older students are doing, you can
also sit in on an evening session with the 5th
through 8th graders between now and May 22.
While catechists
plan lessons and
lead classes, aides
help the catechist
by preparing
materials, helping
with classroom
activities, and
assisting individual
students with
assignments. We
also need substitutes who can fill in for catechists
who need to miss a session.
So there are these different levels of involvement
depending on how much time you have available.
This aide position also is open to 7th, 8th, and
high school-age students, who may want to
accrue service hours as well as some experience as
a tutor.
Interested in learning more? Contact our Religious
Education Coordinator Michelle Dal Pino at
708-435-8960 or mdalpino@stlukeparish.org.

Join In Prayer with the Pope
Pope Francis invites Catholics around the
world to remember a special intention in
their prayers each month. Prayers for
April are requested for doctors and
their humanitarian collaborators in
war zones, who risk their lives to
save the lives of others.

St. Luke School News
Applications Open for
School Board Openings
The St. Luke Parish School Board
of Specified Jurisdiction (BSJ)
is seeking applicants to serve
as members in the coming
school year.
The Board has responsibilities to
assist the Pastor and the Principal
in ensuring the continued excellence, Catholic identity, and
vitality of our parish school.
Each BSJ member serves on one of the Board’s
sub-committees, which include the following:
Marketing,
Development,
Catholic Identity,
Finance
Board meetings are held monthly from September to
June, usually on the third Tuesday. Committees meet as
needed to accomplish their work.
School parents, parishioners, alumni, and other interested
members of the community may apply.
To download an application, go to
https://tinyurl.com/stl-bsj2019

Now hear this!
One of the many highly prized items in the Annual
Dinner Dance Auction each year is the chance to be
Principal for the Day at St. Luke School. This year Will
Degroff had the honors of sitting in the Principal’s chair
and (above) reading stories to the kindergarten class.

Return the form to the Parish Office, 528 Lathrop,
by Wednesday, May 15.
Please consider serving our community by sharing your
talents and experience in this very important role.
Thank you,
Rev. John Szmyd, Pastor
Keith Weiler, BSJ Chair 2018-2019
Aimee Devereux, BSJ Chair 2019-2020

Math and Tech in Science Class
Remember when you looked forward to taking physics in college?
Well, St. Luke 8th graders are already tackling the subject with the
help of our new Vernier Go-Direct Sensor Carts, shown here when the
students were measuring acceleration – the rate at which velocity
changes. These new carts have helped our students learn about force,
position, and velocity. Each cart is essentially a very sensitive
computer that can gather well over a thousand samples per second,
which allows the students to collect and analyze real-time data about
motion and changes in motion. Want to know more? You’re going to
have to ask one of our 8th graders to explain!
MARCH 31, 2019 • Fourth Sunday of Lent
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Last Chance for
Early Bird Discount
for Summer Service Trip!

THE THREE T’s

All 8th grade grads and high school teens who register
by Monday, April 1, for this summer’s Youth Service Trip
will receive a $40 discount off the total cost of the trip.
But you have to act fast and send in your application
with the $100 deposit before the April 1 deadline to
qualify for this special rate.
Our destination is the Catholic Heart WorkCamp in the
Calmar, Iowa, the first state to vote for the 2020
Presidential candidates. Who knows, we might even
bump into a candidate or two on the stump!
We depart early Sunday, July 7, and return Friday
evening, July 12. Space is limited, so don’t delay! Talk
with your parents, and go to the parish website for the
application and full information at stlukeparish.org/
en-us/youthministryhome.aspx. Early birds also have
the opportunity to prepare at our pre-trip formation
meetings, to pray and pack. Even better, invite a friend
and share the experience!
If you have any questions, contact Fr. Steve at
sbauer@stlukeparish.org.

One good reason … and many ways
to share your gifts!

TIME ● TALENT ● TREASURE

There is really one reason why we share our gifts,
and this is because God has been so generous to us.
At the end of the day, increasing our faith and trust in
Jesus is the key to increasing generosity as disciples
of Jesus. We are called to live out our discipleship.
During this Lenten season, we encourage everyone to
think about the talents God has given you and how
you can share them. Here are some ways that are
close to home:
• Join a parish leadership committee such as the
Parish Pastoral Council, Parish Finance Committee,
or Board of Specified Jurisdiction
• Sing in one of our choirs
• Become an altar server, usher, lector, or
extraordinary minister of Holy Communion
• Help set up or run a parish-hosted event
• Tutor at The Learning Center
• Join the Ministers of Care who bring Communion
to the homebound and nursing homes
• Make Sunday offerings
• Pray for yourself and others through
our Ministry of Praise
Want some more ideas? Contact Sheila Price,
St. Luke’s Director of Stewardship and Development
in the Parish Office at 708-435-8927 or by email
at sprice@stlukeparish.org.

Interested in Religious Life?
A consortium of women religious communities is offering
a tour for those trying to discern a call to religious life
next Saturday, April 6, from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm.
Participants will have the chance to visit different
religious communities in the Twin Cities to meet, learn,
share meals, and pray with Catholic sisters. The tour
includes the School Sisters of Notre Dame, Sisters of
St. Joseph, and Visitation Sisters. Carpooling will be
arranged.
For more information or to register, contact Sr. Jill at
651-696-2873 or email junderdahl@csjstpaul.org.
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MISERICORDIA

CANDY DAYS

Friday, April 26 & Saturday, April 27

PLEASE VOLUNTEER!
Two or more hours of your time will make a big
difference for more than 600 children and adults
with developmental and physical disabilities.
To volunteer, please contact Cynthia Maroon
at 708-366-8133 or cmaroon @ yahoo.com
(Cynthia ushers at St. Luke at the 7:30 Sunday Mass,
and her son Jon has been a resident
at Misericordia for more than 35 years.)

Thank you!

Give Up Something, and
Give Something to the Pantry
Whatever you’ve decided to give up during this Lent,
why not put the money you’ve saved to good use helping
a family in need on Chicago’s West Side?
The Blessed Sacrament Food Pantry has asked for these
non-perishable food items that are always in demand:
cereal and peanut butter
beans, pasta and rice
coffee and tea
In addition, the most needed items are personal care
supplies that cannot be purchased with food stamps:
diapers, toilet paper
hand soap, toothpaste, wipes & tissues
Just bring the items when you come to Mass and deposit
them in the basket near the Lake Street entrance.
Cash donations are also always greatly appreciated.
Please make checks out to St. Luke
Parish and put “Food Pantry” on
the memo line. Cash donations are
used to buy fresh vegetables and
fruit, eggs, and meat, when
available, from the Chicago Food
Depository.
Thank you for your generosity!
~St. Luke Feed the Hungry Committee

Retreat Weekends
for Widowed
Men and Women
Widowed and looking for ways to move forward to a
more joyful time in life? Come learn some ways to reach
out toward inner peace and new hope at one of the
Joyful Again! Widowed Ministry retreats for widowed
men and women. All are welcome.
The next weekend is March 30-31 at Holy Family
Medical Center in Des Plaines.
For more details or registration, call 708-354-7211 or
send an email to joyfulagain 7211@ gmail.com.
You can also see a video overview of the weekend
experience at www.joyfulagain.org.

Weekend for Married Couples
Don’t miss out on the upcoming enrichment for married
couples and religious on April 12-14 at the Wyndham
Garden Hotel in Elk Grove Village. The weekend
includes 11 presentations about topics and practical
tools for growing in loving relationships that each couple
can discuss in private using proven techniques from the
Worldwide Marriage Encounter community.
For information about the program and registration,
go to wwme–chicagoland.org and say “YES!” today to
God’s call to love one another!
MARCH 31, 2019 • Fourth Sunday of Lent
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500 Club
The St. Luke Athletic Committee congratulates the
following winners of the 500 Club drawing:
Margaret Hutchings
Thank you to all who have purchased memberships in
the Club, the proceeds of which go directly to fund
St. Luke Parish School’s athletic programs.

Fish Fry
Fridays
Ascension Parish is
cooking up fish dinners
on the next two Fridays,
April 5 and 12, for $10 per adult, $8 for seniors,
and $5 for a special kids' dinner with a grilled cheese
sandwich. Drinks are extra, cash only.
Go to the Ascension School Gym, at the intersection of
Van Buren Street and Clarence Avenue in Oak Park,
between 5:30-7:30 pm and enter through Door 5 on
Clarence Avenue.

Violence in Your Home?
Help is right around the corner!
24-Hour Crisis Line: 708-386-4225
www.sarahsinn.org

Staff Directory
Rev. John Szmyd, Pastor
jszmyd@ stlukeparish.org................................... 435-8925
Rev. Steven Bauer, Associate Pastor
sbauer@ stlukeparish.org................................... 435-8922
Rev. Leroy Wickowski (Retired)
lwickowski@ stlukeparish.org ............................ 435-8917
Rev. Mr. John Baier
johnbaier@ isp.com .................................... 630-655-0088
Rev. Mr. Terry Norton
reneeterrynorton@ gmail.com ........................... 771-6635
Rev. Mr. Bob Slobig
bobslobig@ comcast.net..................................... 771-6430
Rev. Mr. Paul Faherty (retired)

◘ Rectory / Parish Office
528 Lathrop Avenue, River Forest 60305-1835
stlukeparish@ stlukeparish.org .......................... 771-8250
Carol Karlowski, Office Assistant
ckarlowski@ stlukeparish.org ............................ 435-8912
Daniel Szymanski, Director of Operations
dszymanski@ stlukeparish.org ........................... 435-8921
Sheila Price, Director of Stewardship & Development
sprice@ stlukeparish.org .................................... 435-8927
Arlene Michna, Music Director
amichna@ stlukeparish.org ................................ 435-8926
Bradley Collins, Communications Coordinator
bcollins@ stlukeparish.org .................................. 435-8910
◘ Parish School
519 Ashland Avenue, River Forest 60305 ..............366-8587
Bob Ballenger, Interim Co-Principal
bballenger@ stlukeparish.org
Kris Gritzmacher, Interim Co-Principal
kgritzmacher@ stlukeparish.org
Joanie Schwarzbeck, Administrative Assistant
jschwarzbeck@ stlukeparish.org
◘ Religious Education
519 Ashland Avenue, River Forest 60305-1824
Michelle Dal Pino, Religious Education Coordinator
mdalpino@ stlukeparish.org .............................. 435-8960
◘ Hospitality House
533 Ashland Avenue, River Forest
Sr. Pat Farrell, OP
pfarrell@ stlukeparish.org ................................. 771-5280

Mass Schedule
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm, and Sunday 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am
Weekdays: Monday-Friday 6:30 & 8:00 am (except 8:15 am
on Wednesdays during the school year), Saturday 8:00 am
Confessions
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation is offered after
6:30 and 8:00 am weekday Masses and by appointment. Call
the rectory to schedule a time.
Adoration and Benediction
Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament occurs every first Saturday
after the 8:00 am Mass and rosary.
Rectory Office Hours
Monday through Friday 9:00 am-12:00 Noon and 1:00-4:00 pm
and by appointment (Call 708-771-8250).
Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith?
Anyone wishing to complete their sacraments or learn more about
the Catholic faith may inquire about our adult faith formation
program (RCIA) by calling the rectory for more information.
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New Parishioners
If you’re new to the community or just new to our church, please stop
by the rectory to introduce yourself and register so we can welcome
you into the full life of our parish.
Communion Visits and Ministry of Care
A parish priest or Minister of Care will be happy to visit those who
are sick or homebound. Please call the rectory to make arrangements.
Baptism
Baptisms take place on the first and third Sundays of each month,
except during Lent. Preparation meetings are held on the first
Monday of every month for the parents of children who will be
baptized. Arrangements can be made by calling the rectory.
Marriage
Couples wishing to be married should call the rectory to set up an
appointment with one of the parish priests at least six months in
advance of the desired wedding date.
Anointing of the Sick
Elderly parishioners, those in poor health or who are anticipating
surgery can call the rectory to arrange to receive the sacrament
of anointing.

