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“Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.
So what do you say?” They said this to test Jesus ...
But when they continued asking him, he straightened up
and said to them, “Let the one among you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”
~John 8:5-7
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A vocation, Pope Francis says, is a gift
that “will help you live to the full and
become someone who benefits others,
someone who leaves a mark in life; it
will surely be a gift that will bring you
more joy and excitement than anything
else in this world. Not because that gift will be rare or
extraordinary, but because it will perfectly fit you. It will
be a perfect fit for your entire life.”
I encourage everyone to visit the link to the article
quoted above — tinyurl.com/tcc040219 — and read the
Pope’s reflection on young people. It offers a wonderful
positive perspective on what young people have to offer
the Church and how necessary they are to the life of the
Church. Now how to convince them of this!
Elsewhere in this week’s bulletin are photos of some of
the 75 young people recently confirmed by Bishop John
Manz. People commented that it was a long evening, but
nobody seemed to mind. We loved the way the bishop
took the time with each young person and their sponsor,
having a conversation with each of them.
Now all these young people share their basic vocation or
calling to be a disciple of Christ. Naturally, they have
not yet chosen their life’s specific vocation or life commitment. They have time for that. Let’s not rush things!
But the process of preparing for Confirmation and then
experiencing it and now living it out afterwards in light
of what happened to them the evening of March 20 is
where the excitement begins. And everything under the
direction and guidance of the Holy Spirit.
This week our parish welcomed back missionaries from
NET Ministries, a team of college-age young people who
travel from city to city, parish to parish running retreats
for youth and confirmation classes. But this time Fr. Steven
conducted a retreat for them so that they could be recharged and refreshed in the Holy Spirit. In one prayer
service, he invited our 8th graders, who 12 days prior had
received the power of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation, to
employ it and individually pray over each member of
the NET team. In a kind of role-reversal, the confirmandi
prayed for the Holy Spirit to rekindle in the missionaries
the gifts of the Spirit they had so recently received.
Our 8th graders were deeply moved by this special and
very focused prayer experience.
Such things are what people of faith remember and
cherish in their hearts. May their young lives be graced
by numerous and similar experiences of God’s Holy
Spirit at work in them! You are in our prayers!
~ Fr. Szmyd

“Let the one among you who is without sin
be the first to throw a stone at her.”
~John 8:7

Jesus parlayed with anyone
who was interested in the reign of God
including foreigners and outcasts,
the unruly and unclean, yes even sinners
religious authorities judged him
insufficiently obedient to the law
dismissive of its many cautions
and decided to catch him with it
they arrested an adulterous woman
caught in flagrante, a capital offense
raised a posse of self-righteous angry men,
armed and ready for the stoning
dragged the defenseless, voiceless woman
to Jesus daring him publicly to ratify her fate
Jesus looked at each one and loved them all
bent down and sent them each a message
coded, discreet so as not to shame them
then invited only the sinless to punish the sinner
but as they looked into the dust
each man saw his own soul as in a mirror,
dropped his stone and crept away
Jesus sent the woman home new-born
encouraged and absolved
as we meet Jesus again in this Lenten gospel
he speaks of humility and justice
to those who rely too much on law
cautioning, “who are you to judge”
to the sinful he speaks of repentance
mercy and forgiveness
to all of us who have sinned
and been sinned against
he speaks of a God slow to anger
and rich in mercy
E.M. Jeep

This Week at St. Luke
Here are events coming up this week that can help you keep to
your Lenten resolutions to pray, fast, and give alms on the journey
to Calvary and the Resurrection.

Way of the Cross
& Simple Supper
Sunday Confession Times
This weekend is the last opportunity to take advantage of the special Sunday morning times for
the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation
between Masses this Lent. Confessions will be
heard between 8:30 and 9:00 am and from
10:00 to 11:00 am. After this, the sacrament also
will be available after the 6:30 and 8:00 Masses
during the week up until Holy Thursday.

Holy Week
As we near the end of Lent,
we will begin Holy Week next
weekend with Palm Sunday.
We will have the blessing and
distribution of palms at all
Masses at our usual times:
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm
Sunday Masses: 7:30, 9:00,
and 11:00 am

The last Friday night Stations of
the Cross & Simple Supper will be
hosted by St. Luke School’s upper
grade classes this week (April 12).
Our 8th graders will lead us through
The Living Stations starting at 6:00 pm in church,
followed by a simple meatless supper in Waldron
Hall prepared by the 7th graders. Don’t miss this last
opportunity to enjoy this unique experience.

Alms for the Rice Bowl
We will collect the CRS Rice Bowl envelopes once
more at all Masses this weekend. We encourage
everyone to make a donation to help families like
those we’ve reading about in the
CRS Rice Bowl Calendar.
We thank everyone who
participated this year
on behalf of the many
families around the world
who will benefit from this collection.

Week Five: A Story of Hope From Gaza
It seems like Gaza is always in the news because of the turmoil in the Mideast. One reason
for the unrest is that it’s very hard to earn enough to support a family. Take the case of
Ona, the mother of two young girls, who studied hard in order to earn her teaching
degree. Even though Ona had good grades in the university, she couldn’t find a job.
“The financial situation was so difficult,” Ona says. “I started to feel hopeless.” Fortunately
she found a service supported by CRS that matches workers with job opportunities. Ona
applied for an internship as a teacher and was hired to teach math.
It was just the opportunity she needed. “I tried to better myself — and become a better
teacher,” she proudly recalls. Through her internship, Ona gained the confidence and
experience to branch out on her own. She saved enough money to open a tutoring center
and now helps students of all ages with their math skills as well as other subjects. In her
first month in business, 41 children visited her center.
“When people encourage you, you start to think in a more creative way,” Ona says.
Photo by Mohamed Reefi/CRS
She now hopes to share her new-found knowledge with her students and her daughters
to encourage them to persevere and achieve their dreams as well.
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Youth Ministry Investors
Needed This Weekend
Our Youth Ministry is looking for parishioners willing to
invest in the future of our young people during our
Spring Stock Sale after all of the Masses.
Among other things, the “stocks” help fund the annual
Summer Service Trip, which gives our teens a chance to
experience life in a struggling part of rural America as
they help stock food pantries, repair homes, and learn
what it means to put their faith into action.
Thank you for your prayers and support as the Youth
Group plans its activities for the remainder of the year!

YM Group Next Sunday
Because Easter falls on the third Sunday of the month
this year, the Youth Group will meet for supper next
Sunday, April 14, at 6:00 pm in the Hospitality House.

Reminder to All Altar Servers,
Eucharistic Ministers,
Lectors, and Ushers
You still have time to enter your preferences for the
next liturgical ministry schedule covering the period of
June 8 through September 6.
Please go into your Ministry Pro Schedule account
and update any changes in your contact information
and enter the dates that you are unavailable to serve.
The deadline to enter your information and preferences
has been extended to Sunday, April 21.

Prime Timers
Tomorrow (Monday) is Bridge day for the Prime Timers.
They will meet in the Hospitality House from Noon
until 2:30 pm. All are welcome to join them for a
fun afternoon of cards.

Confirmation night is often a time of anxiety as the confirmandi wonder what will the bishop ask me?
Did I study enough? This year, however, many of our 8th graders remarked that Bishop John Manz
put them right at ease as he made time to speak with each one of the 75 candidates as they came
forward to be anointed. Please keep them in your prayers.
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THE THREE T’s
TIME ● TALENT ● TREASURE

Liturgical and Worship Fund
Priority List for 2019
Many parishioners and visitors to our parish comment time and time again about the beauty of our
church and our liturgies and celebrations, but few realize that the ongoing costs assumed by the
parish for liturgy and worship alone can be great. Outside of donations for flowers that parishioners
make so generously through their regular envelopes or with online giving at Easter and Christmas,
there are many other needs.
We are introducing a Liturgical and Worship Fund to help foster awareness of what goes into the
care for the liturgy. The Eucharistic celebration is the most important gathering and source of unity
for our faith community. We have the opportunity to be more invested in this memorial of the Last
Supper when we share our gifts.
Our parish asks that you consider making a gift to the Liturgical and Worship Fund through
GiveCentral or by sending in a check and writing “Liturgical and Worship Fund” on the memo
line. Please prayerfully consider your response to this need, and know that no gift is too small or
large. With your help, we can continue to offer our Lord God fitting praise and worship in our
beautiful church. You may also use this as an opportunity to make a memorial gift in honor of a
deceased loved one or family member — for instance, if a family wanted to dedicate a new set of
vestments to the parish.
May God bless you. Please keep our parish and school community in your daily prayers.
Thank you for your generous support!
NEEDS
ESTIMATED COST
Vestments
Priest Chasubles (set of three colors) ...................$ 750 – $2,250
Deacon Dalmatics (set of three colors) ................$ 750 – $2,250
Altar Server Albs/Robes...............................................$ 50 each (20 needed)
Altar Server Pendant Crosses ......................................$ 15 each (20 needed)
Hosts and Wine .............................................................$ 200 per month
$ 2,400 per year
Altar Linens
Corporals .................................................................$ 400 per year
Smaller Linens ..........................................................$ 150 per year
Altar Candles ..................................................................$ 50 per month
$ 600 per year
Matrimonial Kneeler (for couples during weddings) $ 1,000 – $1,500
Altar Server Kneelers ....................................................$ 500 each (6 needed)
All donations to this fund are tax-deductible and you can also make a donation
as a memorial gift in remembrance of a loved one.
For more information or help creating a memorial gift, contact
Sheila Price, Director of Stewardship & Development
at sprice@ stlukeparish.org or 708-435-8927.
APRIL 7, 2019 • Fifth Sunday of Lent
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MASS INTENTIONS

P&J Meeting Cancelled

Monday, April 8

The Peace and Justice Committee has decided not
to have their regular meeting this Monday, April 8.
The next meeting will be May 13.

6:30 am † The Poor Souls in Purgatory
8:00 am
The Maroon & Bemis Families-Living & Deceased

Tuesday, April 9
6:30 am † Irene Nagel
8:00 am † Jimmy Dooley

Wednesday, April 10
6:30 am † Joseph Moroni
8:15 am † Raymond Howland

Thursday, April 11 - St. Stanislaus
6:30 am † Marie Gavin
8:00 am
Special Intention

Friday, April 12
6:30 am † Joy Wieczorek
8:00 am † Jerry Meyer

Stitching Group Meets Friday
Due to the Holy Week observances next week, the
Amen Stitching Group will have its monthly meeting this
coming Friday, April 12, from 9:00 to 11:30 am in the
Hospitality House. This is a fun group that welcomes
new members with interest in any kind of needlework.

Saturday, April 13 - St. Martin I
8:00 am † Barbara Knapp
5:00 pm † Lukas Madden

Sunday, April 14
7:30 am † Margo Pizzo; Joseph Moroni
9:00 am
The People of St. Luke Parish
11:00 am † The Crowley and Cusack Families

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Monday-Friday, April 8-12
8:00 am Servers

M Hendricks, A Weiler

Saturday, April 13
5:00 pm Servers L Dugan, C Gancer, C Glinke
Lectors D Hopkinson, L Hogan
Euch Min J Bobak, Y Bobak, C Madden, M O’Donoghue,
B Peterson, H Peterson, M Peterson
Ushers C Cox, J Fisher, R Nixon, 1 Needed

Sunday, April 14
R Hicks, E Perry, O Tsitovich
T Hicks, M Aspiras
V Atkins, L Ortiz-Lazos, MB Smedinghoff
B Hickman, J Langton, C Maroon, M Oller
K Cox, A Iammartino, B Kerstetter
S Price, K Iammartino
LM Froelich, E Maloney, R Norton, A Ramirez,
C Saunders, H Slowik, L Zarate
Ushers B Aquilino, L Driscoll, P Driscoll, J Nowicki
11:00 am Servers C Broaddus, M Carr, M Stumbris
Lectors J Mannix, N Brouilette
Euch Min J Baier, J Courtney, K Frank, P Klein,
D Kurtenbach, B Stumbris, J Stumbris
Ushers J McInerney, 3 Needed
7:30 am Servers
Lectors
Euch Min
Ushers
9:00 am Servers
Lectors
Euch Min

Cover Art: Picture of “Christ and the Woman Taken in
Adultery” by Italian painter Guercino circa 1621. It is
used here courtesy of Sir Peter Francis Bourgeois Bequest
and Wikimedia Commons.

6

WELCOME TO ST. LUKE • River Forest, IL

Tour the Exquisite Exhibits
of the Sanfilippo Estate May 7
The Sanfilippo “Place de la Musique” in Barrington Hills
is known worldwide for its magnificent collections of
beautifully restored antique music machines, arcade and
gambling machines, chandeliers, art glass, the world's
largest restored theatre pipe organ and spectacular
European salon carousel, street and tower clocks, steam
engines, and other mechanical antiques displayed within
a breath-taking French Second Empire setting.
It is usually only open to limited group tours, but St. Luke
parishioners are invited to join a group from St. Vincent
Ferrer on a chartered bus trip to the private estate on
Tuesday, May 7. The group will leave from the church’s
east parking lot at 8:15 am and return around 2:002:30 pm. The cost is $50 per adult, which includes
transportation and ticket. (A quick lunch at McDonald’s
on the return trip is extra).
If you’d like to join the tour, bring cash or check to the
St. Vincent Ferrer’s Parish Office or mail your check, with
your phone number and email address, to Sanfilippo
Excursion, St. Vincent Ferrer Church, 1530 Jackson
Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305. Call 708-377-7090
ext. 100 for office hours. The deadline is April 28 for
purchasing your ticket. Checks should be made out to
St. Vincent Ferrer Church.

St. Luke School News
Applications Open for
School Board Openings
The St. Luke Parish School Board
of Specified Jurisdiction (BSJ)
is seeking applicants to serve
as members in the coming
school year.
The Board has responsibilities to
assist the Pastor and the Principal
in ensuring the continued excellence, Catholic identity, and
vitality of our parish school.
Each BSJ member serves on one of the Board’s
sub-committees, which include the following:
Marketing
Development
Catholic Identity
Finance
Board meetings are held monthly from September to
June, usually on the third Tuesday. Committees meet as
needed to accomplish their work.
School parents, parishioners, alumni, and other interested
members of the community may apply.
To download an application, go to
https://tinyurl.com/stl-bsj2019
Return the form to the Parish Office, 528 Lathrop,
by Wednesday, May 15.
Please consider serving our community by sharing your
talents and experience in this very important role.
Thank you,
Rev. John Szmyd, Pastor
Keith Weiler, BSJ Chair 2018-2019
Aimee Devereux, BSJ Chair 2019-2020

Join In Prayer with the Pope
Pope Francis invites Catholics around the
world to remember a special intention in
their prayers each month. Prayers for
April are requested for doctors and
their humanitarian collaborators in
war zones, who risk their lives to
save the lives of others.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
For Masses the week of April 8–14
Mon: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a,
3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:12-20
Tue: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21 [2]/Jn 8:21-30
Wed: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/
Jn 8:31-42
Thu: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-59
Fri: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-42
Sat: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 11:45-56
Next Sunday: Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20,
23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Lk 22:14–23:56 or 23:1-49

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Gene and Zenaida Baltes, David Carlson, Matthew Creedon,
Lauren Ellsworth, Richard Farrell, Robert Gorman,
Angelo Kaldis Sr., Frank Kurr, Irene McDunn, Kevin Nolan,
Paul Novak, Jeanne O’Connor, Tony Reyes, Patti Sheehan,
Charles Tasharski, Tom Trankina, and Janice Yeurig

AND FOR OUR DECEASED
Monica Affleck

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
For his sake I have accepted the loss of all
things and I consider them so much rubbish,
that I may gain Christ… ~Philippians 3:8

The First Commandment says that we should not put
other gods before the Lord. Sharing all of our gifts, our
time in prayer, our talent in charitable works, and our
treasure to support the Church helps us keep God first
in everything. It helps us from putting other gods before
God. It helps us to use our gifts for the glory of God
and not for our own honor.

Our Weekly Offerings
Week-to-Date Month-to-Date Year-to-Date
Envelopes
Electronic
Total Giving

$
$

7,007
1,390
8,397

$ 39,681
19,202
$ 58,882

$ 341,290
174,255
$ 515,545

Budgeted
13,530
67,650
541,200
Variance +/(-) $ ( 5,133)
$ ( 8,768)
$ ( 25,655
(For Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)

We greatly appreciate the sacrifices you make to
support the mission and ministry of St. Luke Church.
Thank you for your generosity!
Here’s a convenient way to support
St. Luke Parish with payments from your
bank or credit card account using your computer or smart
phone. Try it today at GiveCentral.org.
APRIL 7, 2019 • Fifth Sunday of Lent
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Friday Night Simple Supper
Each week, individuals and whole families came, they prayed, and they stayed for a heart-warming
meatless supper on Friday nights this Lent. A nice mix of young and old enjoyed each other’s company —
all made possible by the generous volunteers of our host organizations, which this year included our school
BSJ and FSA, the parish Liturgy Committee, St. Luke School’s 5th, 7th, and 8th grade classes and parents,
and families in the Religious Education Program. Thanks to everyone who helped make these long weeks of
Lent a little more pleasant!
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St. Luke parishioners are cordially invited
to

Sunday, April 28
3:00 — 6:00 pm
The 19th Century Club
178 Forest Avenue, Oak Park
Parishioners of St. Luke and Sisters of the Sinsinawa
Dominican Congregation established The Learning Center
because of the need for improved levels of literacy and
high school certification in the North Lawndale and Little
Village areas of Chicago.
The Learning Center supports adults in their pursuit of an
educational path to more confident and effective living. The
Learning Center believes that adults can learn, have a right
to quality education, and that education is liberating.
Please come support the work of the Center and all of
your fellow St. Luke parishioners who volunteer as tutors!

RSVP today at http://tinyurl.com/tlcspring2019
APRIL 7, 2019 • Fifth Sunday of Lent
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500 Club
The St. Luke Athletic Committee congratulates the
following winners of this week’s 500 Club drawing:
The Flatley Family
Thank you to all who have purchased memberships in
the Club, the proceeds of which go directly to fund
St. Luke Parish School’s athletic programs.

Good Friday Procession
The lay ecclesial movement Communion and Liberation
invite all to join their annual Way of the Cross through
Chicago’s Loop on April 19. The two-mile procession will
start about 8:45 am at Daley Plaza. For full details and
the route, visit wayofthecrosschicago.org.

Violence in Your Home?
Help is right around the corner!

Staff Directory
Rev. John Szmyd, Pastor
jszmyd@ stlukeparish.org................................... 435-8925
Rev. Steven Bauer, Associate Pastor
sbauer@ stlukeparish.org................................... 435-8922
Rev. Leroy Wickowski (Retired)
lwickowski@ stlukeparish.org ............................ 435-8917
Rev. Mr. John Baier
johnbaier@ isp.com .................................... 630-655-0088
Rev. Mr. Terry Norton
reneeterrynorton@ gmail.com ........................... 771-6635
Rev. Mr. Bob Slobig
bobslobig@ comcast.net..................................... 771-6430
Rev. Mr. Paul Faherty (retired)

◘ Rectory / Parish Office
528 Lathrop Avenue, River Forest 60305-1835
stlukeparish@ stlukeparish.org .......................... 771-8250
Carol Karlowski, Office Assistant
ckarlowski@ stlukeparish.org ............................ 435-8912
Daniel Szymanski, Director of Operations
dszymanski@ stlukeparish.org ........................... 435-8921
Sheila Price, Director of Stewardship & Development
sprice@ stlukeparish.org .................................... 435-8927
Arlene Michna, Music Director
amichna@ stlukeparish.org ................................ 435-8926
Bradley Collins, Communications Coordinator
bcollins@ stlukeparish.org .................................. 435-8910
◘ Parish School
519 Ashland Avenue, River Forest 60305 ..............366-8587
Bob Ballenger, Interim Co-Principal
bballenger@ stlukeparish.org
Kris Gritzmacher, Interim Co-Principal
kgritzmacher@ stlukeparish.org
Joanie Schwarzbeck, Administrative Assistant
jschwarzbeck@ stlukeparish.org
◘ Religious Education
519 Ashland Avenue, River Forest 60305-1824
Michelle Dal Pino, Religious Education Coordinator
mdalpino@ stlukeparish.org .............................. 435-8960

24-Hour Crisis Line: 708-386-4225
www.sarahsinn.org

◘ Hospitality House
533 Ashland Avenue, River Forest
Sr. Pat Farrell, OP
pfarrell@ stlukeparish.org ................................. 771-5280

Mass Schedule
Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 pm, and Sunday 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am
Weekdays: Monday-Friday 6:30 & 8:00 am (except 8:15 am
on Wednesdays during the school year), Saturday 8:00 am
Confessions
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation is offered after
6:30 and 8:00 am weekday Masses and by appointment. Call
the rectory to schedule a time.
Adoration and Benediction
Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament occurs every first Saturday
after the 8:00 am Mass and rosary.
Rectory Office Hours
Monday through Friday 9:00 am-12:00 Noon and 1:00-4:00 pm
and by appointment (Call 708-771-8250).
Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith?
Anyone wishing to complete their sacraments or learn more about
the Catholic faith may inquire about our adult faith formation
program (RCIA) by calling the rectory for more information.

New Parishioners
If you’re new to the community or just new to our church, please stop
by the rectory to introduce yourself and register so we can welcome
you into the full life of our parish.
Communion Visits and Ministry of Care
A parish priest or Minister of Care will be happy to visit those who
are sick or homebound. Please call the rectory to make arrangements.
Baptism
Baptisms take place on the first and third Sundays of each month,
except during Lent. Preparation meetings are held on the first
Monday of every month for the parents of children who will be
baptized. Arrangements can be made by calling the rectory.
Marriage
Couples wishing to be married should call the rectory to set up an
appointment with one of the parish priests at least six months in
advance of the desired wedding date.
Anointing of the Sick
Elderly parishioners, those in poor health or who are anticipating
surgery can call the rectory to arrange to receive the sacrament
of anointing.
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