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They proclaimed:
‘Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord.’

~Luke 19:38
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TO RSVP.. JUST JOIN US!
With the break of some beautiful spring
weather this past week, things now look
brighter, greener, and freshened up.
Mother Nature does her part and gives her best in a
universal campaign to promote renewal and new life in
all living things. But then, so does our Church.

For all of us who believe, we finish the Lenten season
mindful of the renewal to live out our baptismal
commitment as disciples of Jesus Christ. How beautiful
our faith is, that we had such a season, and also Holy
Week to remind us of the Lord Jesus’ love for us and
his mercy outpoured.

| invite you to participate in the holiest days of Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil night. This is
the most sacred time in the Catholic Church. In my
estimation and hopefully in yours, too, it is a time of
celebration. The symbols of our faith — FIRE, THE
PASCHAL CANDLE, WATER, CHRISM OIL — are all a
major part of our Easter Vigil celebration. Our candles
illuminate our church but also, most importantly, our faces
and the faces of all those present for this wonderful
celebration, and the two young men coming to faith in our
Church, as we, too, are renewed in our faith.

Fr. Steven will have the honor of celebrating and
preaching our Easter Vigil this year. This is the highest
and most solemn celebration of the year because for
Roman Catholics, the Vigil liturgy universally applies to
every believer at one and the same time, every believer
united by the same faith in Christ even though memories
of other celebrations shape our lives and memories — our
marriages, First Communions, graduations, Confirmations,
Marriages, and Ordinations, as they should.

We keep the basic element of our faith, Jesus’ saving
Paschal mystery, in our hearts to such an extent that we
seek it, believe it, teach it, and share it with our friends
and our little ones. And so, parents with little children —
if you cannot stay for the entire Vigil, bring your children
and find a place in church and experience the opening
rites in all their splendor: the holy fire, the blessing of
the Paschal candle and fire, the chanted Exsultet in a
candlelit church, and the touch of the cool baptismal
waters as we are blessed with them. We celebrate the
new vitality of the Church in our new members here and
thousands of others across the city and we celebrate the
saving Resurrection of the Lord. Join me in praying for
all of them and for one another.

~Fr. Szmyd

2 ‘ WELCOME TO ST. LUKE * River Forest, IL

. the whole multitude of

As he rode along ..
his disciples began to praise God aloud with joy
for all the mighty deeds they had seen.

~Luke 19:36-37

we have shown up like the sunshine

on this glorious morning

with praise, flag-waving and public support
to share your journey

while it still looks easy and satisfying

but even now clouds gather

that will darken the day

sunshine disciples will step back

doubt the project

reclaim the equilibrium

promised by customary questions
simplistic answers

but for now we are here

and pledge to remain with you

through the darkness that will surely come
you are prophet, leader, teacher, visionary
source of hope

willing to pay the price out of love

for these graced days on earth

could we who know you dare turn away
rather let this joyful parade

be a sign of our decision

our desire

to stay the course with you

whatever comes

following to Jerusalem

praising God aloud with joy

E.M. Jeep



HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE

Holy Week begins today on Palm Sunday. The last opportunity for Confession is after the morning Masses on
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday; there will be no other times the rest of Holy Week. The liturgies of Holy
Week are significant and poignant because they connect us directly with the saving Paschal Mystery of our Lord

Jesus Christ. We encourage all our parishioners to participate fully, especially in the three evenings of the Triduum.

Holy Thursday - April 18
8:00 am Morning Prayer (no morning Masses or Confessions)
7:30 pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper with Foot Washing and
Eucharistic Adoration, with closing prayers at 11:30 pm

Good Friday - April 19

8:00 am
3:00 pm Stations of the Cross
7:30 pm
Holy Saturday - April 20
8:00 am

Morning Prayer (no morning Masses or Confessions)

Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion with Veneration of the Cross

Morning Prayer (no morning Masses or Confessions)

12:00 Noon Blessing of Easter Food and Easter Baskets

8:00 pm
Easter Sunday - April 21

Solemn Vigil Mass in the Holy Night of Easter, the first Mass of Easter

Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

St. Luke Church will be closed for cleaning after
the 8:00 Mass this Monday through Wednesday.
The Parish Office will be closed on Good Friday.
St. Luke Parish School will have
early dismissal at 1:30 pm on Holy
Thursday and will be closed until
Thursday, April 25.

We hope everyone has a very safe
and happy holiday with friends and
family!

HOLY WEEK COLLECTIONS

Holy Thursday: In keeping with past tradition, this
special collection will be used to help those in need
in our local community. This year it will benefit the
Archdiocese’s food pantry, counseling, and other
supportive services for individuals living with HIV/
AIDS and their families in Cook and Lake counties.

Good Friday: This collection is taken up around the

world to support the sacred sites in the Holy Land.
The plight of Christians in the Middle East
continues to be ever more serious due to
terrorism and political strife. Please bring
the special envelope in your packet or
go online to GiveCentral to make your
donation. Thank you!

MORNING PRAYER

The three-day celebration of the Paschal Triduum is
the heart of our liturgical tradition and the heart of
our Christian faith. It celebrates the great mysteries
of redemption. Everyone is encouraged to enrich
the celebration of these holy days by attending the
prayers with the Liturgy of the Hours on Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday morning at 8:00 am in church.

In starting each day with prayer and reflection on the
Paschal mystery of Christ, these sacred events are not
just remembered but experienced in our lives.

GOOD FRIDAY - DAY OF
FAST AND ABSTINENCE

Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence.
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catho-
lics 14 and older. In addition, all those between the
ages of 18 =59 are to fast on this day. This means
that only one full meal is taken, along with two smaller
meals that together are not equal to the full meal.
No food is to be taken between meals.

Fasting helps to unite us more closely with Jesus on
this day when he made the supreme sacrifice for us
and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and
to celebrate more readily his Resurrection.
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MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, April 15

6:30 am { Luke Madden

8:00 am t Nick J. Perisin

Tuesday, April 16

6:30 am 1 Deceased Members of the Anderson and
Froelich Families

8:00 am 1 Raymond Beacom

Wednesday, April 17

6:30 am t Ron Gollatz

8:15 am f Lucya M. Prince

No morning Masses Thursday through Saturday
Morning Prayer at 8:00 am each day. Join us!

Holy Thursday, April 18

7:30 pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday, April 19

7:30 pm  Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday, April 20

8:00 pm  Easter Vigil Mass

Sunday, April 21

7:30 am { The Williams, Karasis and Kurr Families

9:00 am 1t Joseph J. Dooley; Elizabeth Kennedy;
Maryann Mondrus; Joseph Moroni

11:00 am The People of St. Luke Parish

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Monday-Wednesday, April 15-17
8:00 am Servers B Riggs, ] Wiktor

EASTER TRIDUUM
Holy Thursday, April 20
7:30 pm Servers B Hardy, A Perry, E Perry, M Scelfo,
M Scelfo, A Vazquez
Lectors  E Kincanon, J Mannix
Euch Min T Graefe, G Hardy, P Muldoon, S Scelfo
Ushers  J Mclnerney, C Maroon, 2 Needed
Good Friday, April 20
7:30 pm Servers M Scelfo, M Scelfo, E Wolinski
Lectors A O’Connell, N Moore
Euch Min B Huerta, H Peterson
Ushers  J Mclnerney, 3 Needed
Holy Saturday, April 20
8:00 pm Servers M Bartalis, A Comoda, C Crotty,
D Devereux, R Gleason, C Leavy
Y Hafner, L Hogan, N O’Malley, T Smedinghoff,
L Zarate
Euch Min J Courtney, A Ramirez, A Roche, MB Smedinghoff
Ushers  J Mclnerney, 3 Needed
Sunday, April 21
7:30 am Servers K Cox, M Cox, C Glinke, F Glinke
Lectors  J Lynch, B Esposito
Euch Min ) Bresnahan, K Heiss, L Ortiz-Lazos

Lectors

Ushers B Hickman, J Langton, C Maroon, M Oller
9:00 am Servers B Greenberg, Z Hartwig, B Kerstetter, A Weiler
Lectors  CJ Kerstetter, LM Froelich

Euch Min L Amison, T Graefe, J Meek, B Nickels,
MK Nickels, R Norton, H Slowik

Ushers B Aquilino, L Driscoll, P Driscoll, J Nowicki
11:00 am Servers M Carr, M Harnett, A lammartino, C Vlerick
Lectors K lammartino, M Brown

Euch Min ] Baier, B Elwood, P Klein, D Kurtenbach,
J Mannix, B Stumbris, J Stumbris

Ushers  J Mclnerney, 3 Needed
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YOUTH GROUP MEETS TODAY!

Since Easter falls on the third Sunday of the month,
St. Luke’s Youth Group will meet today (Sunday) at
6:00 pm. All teens are invited to come for supper and
other cool activities in the Hospitality House.

USHERS NEEDED THIS WEEK!

Holy Week is a time when we see more new faces than
ever, and so it’s important that we have lots of friendly
faces to greet them and help them feel welcome in our
church. With so many people out of town, we really
need volunteers who can fill in at our Triduum evening
services from Holy Thursday to the Easter Vigil. Even
if you've never served as an usher before, this is a
time when we need you. If you can lend a hand at

any of the liturgies, please contact Joe Mclnerney

at jogmac53@comcast.net.

And looking ahead, we also need ushers for the two
First Communion Masses on Saturday, May 4, at
10:30 am and 1:00 pm. If you can help at either of
these Masses, send an email to Joe.
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‘h' A Pinwheels for
PREVENTION

Prevent Child Abuse

Hlins

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month

SEE WHAT YOU CAN DO
TO END CHILD ABUSE

The wheels are spinning again on the front
lawn of the church to remind us that April is
National Child Abuse Prevention Month.

This Is the fourth year that St. Luke’s Domestic
Violence Outreach Ministry Committee has
planted the dozens of blue pinwheels, which
are the national symbols for this awareness
campaign.

Learn more about how you can detect and prevent
child abuse or neglect at www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
preventing/preventionmonth/.



