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Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice;
I know them, and they follow me. I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish.”
~ John 10:27-28
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FROM THE PASTOR
Each of us tries to realize his or her deepest
desires; we engage in activities that we hope
will prove enriching, and we put out on a
“sea” of possibilities in the hope of steering
the right course, one that will satisfy our thirst
for happiness. Sometimes we enjoy a good
catch, while at others, we need courage to keep our boat from
being tossed by the waves, or we are frustrated at seeing our
nets come up empty.
As with every call, the Gospel speaks of an encounter. Jesus
walks by, sees those fishermen, and walks up to them….
The same thing happened when we met the person we wanted
to marry, or when we first felt the attraction of a life of consecration: we were surprised by an encounter, and at that
moment we glimpsed the promise of a joy capable of bringing
fulfilment to our lives.
~Pope Francis’ Homily for the World Day for Vocations

These words of Pope Francis remind us of the ways we
live out our God-given vocation in the world today,
whether single or married, whether ordained or
consecrated. Today is Good Shepherd Sunday on what
happens to be World Day of Prayer for Vocations. In
the Gospel, we meet Jesus who is the Good Shepherd.
He knows His sheep and promises them eternal life.
We are all called to imitate Christ, but priests and
religious are expected to more closely imitate Jesus,
not being “hired help,” so to speak, but rather, giving
their lives to the Church. Those who are called to be
shepherds must themselves learn to hear the voice of
the Good Shepherd.
This weekend, many will be ordained as deacons at
Holy Name Cathedral. They will soon begin their
assignments serving at their home parishes, preaching
the Gospel, assisting at the celebration of the Eucharist,
and helping others in need through their pastoral
ministry. Let us pray for these new deacons as well as
our four deacons here at St. Luke who soon will be
celebrating their anniversaries of ordination.
Next Saturday, on the anniversary of the birth of
St. Pope John Paul II (May 18, 1920), seven young men
will be ordained as priests for the Archdiocese of
Chicago. Let us also pray for them … that as they have
courage at this point in history to follow the Lord, they
may be a source of hope for us, and be given the grace
and strength they need to be good and holy priests.
Please also pray for our young people and encourage
more to follow and pursue the call, the whisperings of
the Holy Spirit that says: Come, follow me. Come, follow
the Good Shepherd!
~ Fr. Szmyd
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The Lamb … will shepherd them
and lead them to springs of life-giving water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
~Revelation 7:17
Two hundred fifty three Christians
killed on Easter Sunday, 2019
born into eternal life
on the festival of resurrection
in prayer we remember
they were received by the Good Shepherd
given safe passage to the Father
but what of those who pray
in other forms and languages
murdered in mosques and synagogues
around the world
are they not all our brothers and sisters
members of another flock, perhaps
but beloved of the Father
and given into our care
as are all our neighbors
let us pray for them as well
surely the grace so dearly earned
by the Crucified One is not stored away
for Christians only
there is a terrible equity in terrorism
a thousand hatreds are lying in our paths
like shards of broken glass
tempting those who make the bombs
use the guns, incite the angry
mislead the unwary, exploit the oppressed
they need prayer as well
as we work to clear the path of danger
let us remind the Good Shepherd
that the flock is in desperate need
of the promised springs of life-giving water
E.M. Jeep

Painting of Good Shepherd by Bernhard Plockhorst/wikimediacommons.com

We welcome these
children to the
Table of The Lord!
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Prime Timers

From the initial wonder to the morning sickness,
From the sleepless nights to the giggles of delight,
From the first steps to the temper tantrums,
From school day pride to detention day disappointment,
From the big game to the big "uh-oh,"
For secret shared moments and home-cooked meals,
Thank you, Mom!
Through tears and laughter,
Through sorrow and joy,
For all the ups and downs,
and for the journey yet to come,
Thank you, Mom!

The Prime Timers will be playing their last Bridge games
of the season tomorrow (Monday) at Noon in the
Hospitality House. The Bridge group is taking the summer
off but will return in the fall.
On Tuesday, May 4, the Prime Timers will be going for
lunch at Kendall College. The Culinary Arts School will
be moving from Goose Island to downtown, and we
want to make sure we can enjoy one more lunch at their
beautiful present location. The price is $26.00 for a
Zagat-rated gourmet luncheon, including tax and tip.
We will leave from the Hospitality House at 11:15 am.
We’ve always really enjoyed our lunches at Kendall,
so be sure to call Joy Donahue for a reservation at
708-386-1929 by Friday, May 31.

Applications being Accepted
for Liturgy Coordinator
We are looking for a new coordinator to oversee and
manage all of our volunteers and the many details for
our liturgies, weddings, funerals, and services. Please see
our parish website if you  or someone you know 
may be interested in this position. A link to the job
description can be found on the home page. Call the
Parish Office at 708-435-8912, or submit a resume and
cover letter to apply today.

Stitching Group Meets Friday
Remembering The Special
Women in Our Lives
Though we undoubtedly remember the special
women in our lives every day, Mother’s Day
reminds us vividly how our mothers, grandmothers,
aunts, and special friends have helped us become
who we are.
The St. Luke Parish Commemorative Gifts
Program offers an especially appropriate
opportunity to pay tribute to these remarkable
women. Naming opportunities are available for
stained glass windows, pews, and specially
remodeled spaces throughout the church, and we
will begin placing plaques this summer as we
complete each phase.
Go to our parish website or www.stlukeparish.org/
en-us/stewardship/commemorativegifts to learn how
you can create a lasting memorial at St. Luke that
will honor your loved one.
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The Amen Stitching Group will have its next meeting
this Friday, May 17, from 9:30 to 11:30 am in the
Hospitality House. The group is inviting the whole parish
to participate in its new prayer shawl ministry by
donating left-over yarn — or partially made afghans or
sweaters — that can be knitted into garments to let those
who are seriously ill know our parish is praying for them.
Please check your closets and attic and place your
donations in the bag at the back of church.

Organizations Needed
for Summer Hospitality
There’s just 21 days until the Coffee on the
Plaza season starts, and we’re scheduling
groups to host the popular event this
summer. If you’re the head of a parish
organization, survey your members to see
if you can host one of the Sunday mornings. It’s a
service to the parish and a great way to increase your
group’s visibility in our community. Once you have some
dates in mind, call the Parish Office to sign up!

St. Luke School News

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, May 13 - Our Lady of Fatima
6:30 am † The Williams, Karasis and Kurr Families
8:00 am † James Butler

Tuesday, May 14 - St. Matthias
6:30 am
Special Intentions for Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke
8:00 am † Norman and Ralph Carroll and Bob Charlton

Wednesday, May 15 - St. Isidore
6:30 am † Don Williams
8:15 am † Bill Sherlock

Thursday, May 16

Blue Ribbon Day in History
On May 2, three St. Luke School 8th graders traveled
to Springfield to compete against thousands of students
from across the state in the Illinois History Day contest.
Will won a blue ribbon for his documentary on
Operation Greylord, and Mikaela and Katelyn won
blue ribbons for their exhibit board on the 1918 flu
pandemic. Two other students could not attend Thursday
but were recognized for their work. Max won a blue
ribbon for his website on the Cook County Juvenile Court
System and Maeve for her paper on the Chicago
Democratic Machine.
Congratulations, Bearcats! We are very proud of you!

THE THREE T’s
TIME ● TALENT ● TREASURE

Have You Thought about
Making Online Gifts?
We know that most financial transactions are done
electronically today, and we are happy to offer that
same convenience for your parish support.
Right now almost 30% of our parishioners give their
gift of treasure through GiveCentral, our online
giving service. Of course, everyone needs to give in
the way that they feel most comfortable. But if you
haven’t considered about giving online lately, here
are a few reasons you might think about:
• Schedule regular offerings or make
one-time special donations
• Earmark your gifts
• All credit card/bank sources accepted
• Keep track of your donations
• Know your contributions are confidential
and secure
Visit GiveCentral.org to see all that you can do
online, or contact Sheila Price at 708-435-8927
if you have any questions.

6:30 am † Michael O’Rourke
8:00 am
Special Intention

Friday, May 17
6:30 am † Gregory Smith
8:00 am † Bob Coleman

Saturday, May 18 - St. John I
8:00 am † Jack Yerkes
5:00 pm † Helen Coleman

Sunday, May 19
7:30 am † Marie Gavin
9:00 am † William Haney
11:00 am The People of St. Luke Parish

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Monday-Friday, May 13-17
8:00 am Servers

L Dugan, D Wheeler

Saturday, May 18
5:00 pm Servers C Glinke, F Glinke, A Vazquez
Lectors F Auteri, L Hogan
Euch Min J Bobak, Y Bobak, P Chase, C Madden,
J Megall, M O’Donoghue, L Ortiz-Lazos
Ushers C Cox, J Fisher, R Nixon, 1 Needed

Sunday, May 19
M Scelfo, M Scelfo, E Wolinski
J Lynch, K Bevan
V Atkins, P Muldoon, S Scelfo
B Hickman, J Langton, C Maroon, M Oller
C Gancer, B Hardy, 1 Needed
2 Needed
L Amison, G Hardy, D Hopkinson, C Saunders,
H Slowik, J Winikates, L Winikates
Ushers B Aquilino, L Driscoll, P Driscoll, J Nowicki
11:00 am Servers C Broaddus, L Phelan, M Stumbris
Lectors M Brown, A O’Connell
Euch Min M Frank, J Keefe, D Piper, W Piper,
B Stumbris, J Stumbris, L Zarate
Ushers K Frank, J McInerney, 2 Needed
7:30 am Servers
Lectors
Euch Min
Ushers
9:00 am Servers
Lectors
Euch Min

500 Club
The St. Luke Athletic Committee congratulates the
following winners of this week’s 500 Club drawing:
Mr. and Mrs. James Caldbeck
Thank you to all who have purchased memberships in
the Club, the proceeds of which go directly to fund St.
Luke Parish School’s athletic programs. Join the fun at
https://www.school-stlukeparish.org/domain/99.
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Staff Directory

SCRIPTURE READINGS
For Masses the week of May 13-19
Mon: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3, 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 10:1-10
Tue: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8]/Jn 15:9-17
Wed: Acts 12:24--13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50
Thu: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20
Fri: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6
Sat: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14
Next Sunday: Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 1]/
Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35
©Liturgical Publications Inc.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Gene Baltes, David Carlson, Matthew Creedon,
Patricia Donoghue, Lauren Ellsworth, Richard Farrell,
Robert Gorman, Fred Heiss, Frank Kurr, Eli Luchini, Irene McDunn,
Martin McGowan, Kevin Nolan, Paul Novak, Jeanne O’Connor,
Richard Prince, Tony Reyes, Patti Sheehan, Charles Tasharski,
Tom Trankina, and Janice Yeurig

AND FOR ALL OUR DECEASED

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
The disciples were filled with joy and
~Acts 13:52
the Holy Spirit.
The disciples heard Our Lord’s call and were able to
spread the Gospel message with strength and vitality.
We, too, can experience that same joy if we make room
for the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts. When we use our
gifts in the way that God intends, He fills us with
supernatural joy. A joy that others notice and are
attracted to join us in sharing with others.

Our Weekly Offerings
Week-to-Date Month-to-Date Year-to-Date
Envelopes
Electronic
Total Giving

$

5,647
10,788
$ 16,435

$

5,647
10,788
$ 16,435

$ 370,553
200,585
$ 571,137

Budgeted
Variance +/(-)

13,530
$ 2,905

13,530
$ 2,905

595,320
$ ( 24,183)

(For Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)

Easter Collection Received to Date ............. $61,763
Amount Budgeted .......................................... $80,000
Variance to Date .............................................($18,237)

We greatly appreciate all the sacrifices you make
to support the mission and ministry of St. Luke Church.
Thank you for your generosity throughout the year!
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Rev. John Szmyd, Pastor
jszmyd@ stlukeparish.org................................... 435-8925
Rev. Steven Bauer, Associate Pastor
sbauer@ stlukeparish.org................................... 435-8922
Rev. Leroy Wickowski (Retired)
lwickowski@ stlukeparish.org ............................ 435-8917
Rev. Mr. John Baier
johnbaier@ isp.com .................................... 630-655-0088
Rev. Mr. Terry Norton
reneeterrynorton@ gmail.com ........................... 771-6635
Rev. Mr. Bob Slobig
bobslobig@ comcast.net..................................... 771-6430
Rev. Mr. Paul Faherty (retired)

◘ Rectory / Parish Office
528 Lathrop Avenue, River Forest 60305-1835
stlukeparish@ stlukeparish.org .......................... 771-8250
Carol Karlowski, Office Assistant
ckarlowski@ stlukeparish.org ............................ 435-8912
Daniel Szymanski, Director of Operations
dszymanski@ stlukeparish.org ........................... 435-8921
Sheila Price, Director of Stewardship & Development
sprice@ stlukeparish.org .................................... 435-8927
Arlene Michna, Music Director
amichna@ stlukeparish.org ................................ 435-8926
Bradley Collins, Communications Coordinator
bcollins@ stlukeparish.org .................................. 435-8910
◘ Parish School
519 Ashland Avenue, River Forest 60305 ..............366-8587
Kris Gritzmacher, Interim Principal
kgritzmacher@ stlukeparish.org
Joanie Schwarzbeck, Administrative Assistant
jschwarzbeck@ stlukeparish.org
◘ Religious Education
519 Ashland Avenue, River Forest 60305-1824
Michelle Dal Pino, Religious Education Coordinator
mdalpino@ stlukeparish.org .............................. 435-8960
◘ Hospitality House
533 Ashland Avenue, River Forest
Sr. Pat Farrell, OP
pfarrell@ stlukeparish.org ................................. 771-5280

