St. Ann Parish Clover Bottom
7851 Hwy YY Washington, MO 63090
Phone: 636-239-3222, Fax: 636-390-2849
Website: stannchurchcloverbottom.org
(Internet services donated by YHTI)

May 12th, 2019 - 4th Sunday of Easter

St. Ann Parish
Mission Statement
Nurturing Disciples through
Prayer, Hospitality
and Service
—————————————————————————————

Mass Times
Monday thru Friday -6:30am
Saturday—7:00pm
Sunday—9:00am
Confessions are heard
6:15pm-6:45pm Saturday
evening or by appointment.
——————————————————————————————

Our Parish Staff
Rev. Mathew Cheruparambil
636-239-3222 Ext: 277
Email: frmathew@archstl.org

Rev. Bernie Wilkins,
Retired in Residence
636-239-4216 Ext. 276

Deacon Dave Ewing
Email: dgewing@msn.com

Emily Mills
Office Manager
Finance/Liturgical/Sacramental
Coordinator
Email: stann.mills@yhti.net
636-239-3222 Ext: 100

Kristina Unerstall
PSR CRE
Bulletin/Communications/
Compliance/Rental Coordinator
Email: stann.unerstall@yhti.net
636-239-3222 Ext: 101

St. Vincent De Paul Hotline
636-239-3919

First Communion Congratulations
Landen Gildehaus, Lila Terschluse & Emma Unerstall received
their First Communion last Sunday, May 5th at the 9am Mass.
May God continue to Bless them as they begin this
next journey in their faith.

4th Sunday of Easter

____________
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I am writing this from my experience with my mom, from my cultural viewpoint;
yours might be different.
Mother is the matrix of life. When I was a kid, if my mom went to visit her family for a few days, I
became very restless and would anxiously wait for her to return. I missed her absence. But,
somehow, I didn’t miss my dad, if he was gone for a few days, not because I didn’t love him or he
didn’t love me, but that is how almost every kid felt back in my culture. May be because we were
all with our moms an extra 9 months, which we didn’t have with our dads! We had an umbilical
tie-up, which started many months before we were born, with our mothers. The bond we have with
our dads came through our mothers. We love you too, dads.
A mother is equal to unconditional love, numerous sacrifices, symbol of compassion, ocean of tenderness, and
what not? Back in my culture, even to this day, a child cries calling out its mother, not father. Natural reaction to an
alarming situation or a shock is expressed inadvertently by uttering the word that denotes mother in my native
language! How many times a day did I call my mom? ‘Mom, where is my lunch box? Mom, where is my school bag?
Mom, did you see my shoes? Mom, where is my umbrella? Mom, could I borrow your pen? Is breakfast ready,
mom? Mom, could I also go to the study tour? Mom, could you look for my specs, please? Mom, can I stay home
today? I can’t find my school uniform, mom …
Don’t you think every day should be mothers’ day?
Mother taught me to make sign of the cross on my forehead; she taught me to pray; she taught me many prayers
too. When I became ill, she sat by my side, all day and all night; when food was not enough for us all, she said, ‘I
am not hungry’ or ‘I just ate’. When grandfather became ill, while we were all set to go on vacation, somebody had
to say back with him; it was mom again. Negotiator, mediator, leader, guide, over achiever, lamp, lantern, light; one
person, many roles; or one person with multiple hands, MOM. If father was truth, mother was the reality; if dad was
an oak tree of protection, security and safety that hovered over our home, mother was the shade under which we
felt refreshed.
Mother tongue, mother country, mother nature, mother earth…
It takes only a moment to be a father, but it takes a lifetime to be a mother.
Happy Mothers’ Day.
With Love,
Fr. Mathew
Here is my latest book on the Eucharist with foreword by Archbishop Carlson. The book unravels the eternal beauty
of the Eucharist, a beauty that sometimes, we lose in the repetitive process. If you can delve into the depth of the
immensity of God’s love – Eucharist – you will find pearls of great value. The book is an invitation to submerge
oneself in the ocean of God’s love, and to emerge as a person
transformed by the power of the Sacrament. Here is an excerpt
from Archbishop Carlson’s foreword to the book: “This book is
not only a reflection on the depth and richness of the Eucharist,
which is the ‘sacrament of the sacraments’ of the Church, but
also a prayerful journey, a prayerful reflection on our own life in
the light of the Eucharist. I wish every one of us took this journey
nourished by the divine food.”
I am planning to have a book signing at St. Ann on May
25th/26th. $14.99 to benefit the victims of the terrorist attack on
Easter Sunday in Sri Lanka. I have some priest-friends there.
Thank you in advance for your support.
With love, Fr. Mathew
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Liturgical
Minister
Roles

Saturday,
May 18th
7:00pm

Sunday,
May 19th
9:00am

Servers

Tyson Schrader

Maggie Unerstall

Parker Schrader

Madison Diener

Alexa Terschluse

Morgan Swaller

Eucharistic

Shany Unerstall

Kristina Unerstall

Minister

Jane Jacquin

Krista Jacquin

Volunteer

Ray Roettger

Florence Tenholder

Carolyn Roettger

Lectors

Mary Beth Rettke

May 12: Fourth Sunday of Easter – Relationship
Dynamic Catholic, Alive! – Relationship
In the Gospel Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice; I know them,
and they follow me.” It is apparent from Jesus’ words throughout
His public ministry that He wants us to follow Him. However, it is
difficult to follow someone that we don’t really know. God made
each of us because He wants us to love Him and be in relationship with Him. How can we grow in relationship and how can our
love for God grow? We know from experience that the best way to
get to know someone and grow in relationship with them is for us
to communicate with them. With Jesus the best way to do that is
through prayer and study. We have to be committed about taking
time every day for mental prayer (conversation with Jesus) and
we have to be committed about finding time to work on our spiritual growth through study. Scripture is essential and Lectio Divina is
a great way to get started praying with Scripture. If you don’t know
anything about Lectio Divina, you can find all kinds of books and
resources online. We all know that the things we really want to do
we make time to do. We struggle with finding time to do those
things that take a little work. This week let
us ask Jesus to help us to get to know Him
better and ask Him to help us to open our
heart and mind so that we can listen as
well as talk
during our prayer time.
www.archstl.org/live-the-faith

Lester Holdmeyer

Leonard Hanneken

Volunteer

Albert Unerstall

Greeters

Jane Jacquin

Don & Kristina
Unerstall Family

Offertory

Joe & Shany
Unerstall

Jared & Anne
Lause Family

NO MORNING MASS

Albert Unerstall

There will be NO MORNING MASS
Monday, May 13th, Wednesday,
May 15th and Friday, May 17th.

Ushers

Bell Ringer

Lester Holdmeyer

Counters

Wanda Czeschin, Laura Diener &
Cindy Longsdon

Children’s
Liturgy

Laura Diener & Janice Sitzes

Office Closed
The parish office will be closed on
Monday, May 27th in
observance
of Memorial Day.

The Ascension of the Lord
The Ascension of the Lord is NOT
a Holy Day of
Obligation this year. The
Ascension of the Lord will be
celebrated on the Seventh Sunday of
Easter, June 2nd.

4th Sunday of Easter
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Farewell Dinner for Fr. Mathew
A farewell dinner is being planned for Fr. Mathew for
June 22. St. Ann will have their Saturday evening Mass
at 4:30 on this weekend and everyone is invited to come
over to the St. Ann Parish Center for a dinner and social
after Mass. We will provide the meat and we ask that
everyone bring a side dish or your favorite
desert.

Welcome to Fr. Carl
- PSR registration for the 2019-20
is due by June 1st.. Please return it to
Kristina Unerstall in the
collection basket or by mail.

Everyone have a blessed and
safe summer!!

Please keep Ryan King & Shawna Mohrlock
in your prayers as they will be making their
Confirmation next Sunday, May 19th at
2:30pm at the Cathedral Basilica.

A welcome social is being planned for Fr. Carl for June
30 after 10:30 mass. This celebration will be at St. Gertrude Parish Center. We will have Donuts
and pastries to welcome Fr. Carl to
St. Gertrude and St. Ann.

Expectant Parents Blessing
We would like to congratulate
Jason & Liz Kleinhieder
on receiving the expectant parent
blessing today. We ask that St. Ann watch
over them during the remainder of
their pregnancy.

Baptismal Congratulations
We would like to welcome

May the Holy Spirit dwell in their
hearts forever and keep them
strong in Faith.

Cooper John Byrne
who was baptized here last Sunday, May 5th into our
parish Community. Cooper the Son of
Blake & Amanda Byrne
Please help us in welcoming the Cooper
into our parish family.

Children’s Liturgy/Ice
Cream Social
The next children’s ice cream social will be
held on May 25th after the 7pm Mass in the
church basement. There will also be Children's liturgy held at the 7pm Mass that
evening.

May 12th, 2019
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Fourth Sunday of Easter- May 11/12, 2019
An invitation to Believe

* Spending Time with God in Prayer.
Spend some quite time with the Lord each day.

* Using Talent to Participate Building His Kingdom.
Sign up for one of our many Mass Miniseries.

*Being Generous with Treasure.
Offertory Collection, 115 Families use
envelopes & 48 Families use Online Giving
Envelopes

On Line

$1,863

$2,035

Building Maintenance

$154

$50

Easter Offering

$30

0

Loose Collection

$89

0

SVDP

$62

$240

Vacation Bible School

$15

0

$2,213

$2,325

May 4th & 5th
General Collection

Total:

Blessing of Mothers
During the season of Easter, what a great time to remember
our mothers and ask for God's blessing on them. It is God
who ultimately gave us life. It is through God's unselfish
love--mirrored in our mothers' willingness to associate their
love with God's and take the risk to love us into life--that we
have the opportunity for life. We remember our mothers this
Mother's Day with much love. Let us pray for each of them:
God our heavenly Father,
you give to each the ability to share your generative love.
Bless those women in our lives who mirror your love
and bring forth life through their willingness to risk bringing
new life into this world. Help us to show them our gratitude
for the gift of life and the gift of a mother's love. May our
life-giving God continue to bless them and show them his
unfailing love. We ask this
through Jesus, God's Son
and our brother.
Amen.

How many chances do we get? Who gets the chance?
When?
In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles today, we see
those who were given the opportunity to believe St. Paul’s
witness to Jesus. But many rejected Paul’s preaching of the
Word, thereby condemning themselves as “unworthy of
eternal life” (cf. Acts 13:14’ 43-52).
Many of the Gentiles, on the other hand, Paul writes, who
were “destined for eternal life came to believe.” Faith is a
gift, freely given by God and lovingly accepted by believers.
God gives us many opportunities, sometimes every day, to
respond. Often we do, other times we do not.
The Annual Catholic Appeal is an invitation to Believe. It is
an opportunity to acknowledge the many blessings of God
in our lives, and an opportunity to share these blessings. It
all starts with faith. It begins when we say I Believe. Each
person has the chance to say yes, to make a conscious
decision to believe.
We don’t often think of “giving” as a way to choose eternal
life. Certainly we cannot buy
salvation with money. Giving,
however, is a reflection of who we
are, followers of Jesus. Giving
demonstrates how we love, and
how convincingly we care.

St. Ann/St. Gertrude Churches Invite Children
to Roar VBS: Life is wild, God is good.
A summer kids’ event called Roar VBS will be hosted at St.
Ann Parish Center from July 15th to July 19th. At Roar,
kids discover that God is good even when life gets wild!
Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing
catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, devour
yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Wild Bible
Adventures, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take
home and play with all summer long. Plus, kids will learn to
look for evidence of God all around them through
something called God Sightings. Each day concludes with
the Safari Celebration that gets everyone involved in living
what they’ve learned. Roar is for kids from ages 4 & potty
trained to entering 6th grade and
will run from 8:00am to 12:00pm
each day. For more information,
call the parish office at
636-239-3222 or 636-239-4216.

4th Sunday of Easter
Seasons of Hope – Grief Support
Jesus assured us, “Blessed are those who mourn, for
they will be comforted.” Seasons of Hope is a
Christ-centered bereavement program consisting of
twenty-four scripture-based sessions for those who are
grieving. The sessions are organized into four six-week
segments that are self-contained and non-sequential.
Each session includes commentary, scripture, prayer,
simple group exercises, faith-sharing
and Catholic tradition.
No one can lose a loved one and remain the same.
Each of us must face our grief individually, but we don’t
have to do it alone. If you would be interested in
participating in Seasons of Hope, please contact Sandi
Jett at 636-432-3583 or ssjett@charter.net for
more information

Morning of Reflection
There will be a “Morning of Reflection” on Thursday,
May 23, 2019 at the Florence Tenholder Retreat House,
located at 4680 St. Ann’s Rd, Washington MO 63090 in
Clover Bottom. Please plan to arrive before 8:30am
where there will be coffee served and time to get
acquainted, greet friends and the presenter
Fr. Mathew of St. Ann and St. Gertrude Parishes.
Fr. Mathew will present on being sealed with the Holy
Spirit, how God transforms us into his Holy Temple.
There will be two presentations with time in between to
enjoy the grounds and pray or talk with friends. The
morning will close with Holy Mass and a shared pot luck
lunch. There will also be an opportunity to
purchase Fr. Mathew’s newest book “Return to the
Altar.” Please invite anyone interested in growing in their
faith to join us. Reservations can be made by
calling Florence at 636-328-1601.
A stipend of $20 to Fr. Mathew and Florence is
requested by those who are able. This helps with the
time and effort it takes to prepare for these retreats.
Thank you and hope to see you there.
POPE FRANCIS TWEETS...

Every morning, God comes to find us where
we are. He summons us to rise at his word, to look
up and to realize that we were made for heaven.
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Meetings & Events in
Our Parish
DATE

MEETING/
EVENT

LOCATION

Monday,
May 13th
6:30pm

Dinner Auction
Meeting

Church Basement
Hospitality Room

Saturday,
July 27th

Feast of St. Ann

Church/Parish
Center

Saturday,
September 14th

Dinner Auction

Parish Center

Appreciation
St. Ann Parish would like to thank Kathy Mueller for her 19
years of dedicated service to our Parish. Kathy served
many roles while she was part of the staff. She ran the PSR
program for many years before she became the office
manager. Kathy will definitely not be disappearing from our
parish, she plans to stay an active volunteer with many of
our committees. Everyone is invited to join together on
Sunday, May 19 at the 9:00 AM Mass where Kathy will be
recognized for her many years of service. Immediately
following Mass there will be a
hospitality in the upper level of the
parish center for everyone to join
Kathy for donuts,
coffee cake and fellowship.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
PROGRESS REPORT
2018 Published Goal
New Donor Goal
Total to Date
Total Parishioners
Returned to Date

$23,210
9 Parishioners
$2,725
168
4

# New Donors
# Increased Contributions
Net Increase
# Maintained Contributions
# Decreased Contributions
Net Decrease
Pledges Percent
Prior Year Pledges Percent

0
3
$350
1
0
$0
2%
61%

