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Saturday:  4:00 pm 
    Sunday: 7:00 am,      

                 9:00 am, 11:00am  

WEEKEND MASSES 

HOLY DAY OBLIGATION 

Eve of Holy Day: 7:00 pm                 
Holy Day Masses:  

9:00 am and 7:00 pm 

Saturdays: 3:00—3:45 pm 
 and by appointment   

Communal Penance  
         celebrated during 

Advent and Lent  

SACRAMENT OF  

RECONCILIATION 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday: 8:00 am 
Tuesday: 8:00 am 

Wednesday: 8:00 am 
Thursday: 8:00 am 

 Friday: 8:00 am 
 

Weekdays before Mass 
Sundays at 6:35 am 

ROSARY 



In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, 
Pope Francis references a thought from Pope Be-
nedict XVI: “Being a Christian is not the result of an 
ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter 
with an event, a person, which gives life a new ho-
rizon and a decisive direction.” Today we celebrate 
an encounter with the Person of Jesus Christ! This 
simple but holy event in time dramatically changes 
human life, pointing it toward a new horizon and 
giving it a decisive direction. This is a message and 
truth that is not meant to be shared with only a 
select few who qualify but with the entire world. 
Pope Francis continues saying, “Thanks solely to 
this encounter or renewed encounter with God’s 
love, which blossoms into an enriching friendship, 
we are liberated from our narrowness and self-
absorption. We become fully human when we 
become more than human, when we let God bring 
us beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest 
truth of our being.” 
 
Look around at people. Where is life heading for 
them? What gives them direction? Even we who 
are people of faith can get distracted and lose our 
focus. God, in all of His fullness, is revealed in Jesus 
Christ and we can encounter Him! God is tangible, 
real, vulnerable, poor, and full of wonders, surpri-
ses, and opportunities. For those who are strugg-
ling and lost, today is a day of great joy. All they 
have to do is reach out and touch the truth of 
Christ. This presence is revealed in the poor, exploi-
ted, and vulnerable ones who cry out for compassi-
on and love. But it is also found in the faithful ones 
who see in the Epiphany of God a liberation from 
structures and systems that hurt us, a narrowness 
of mind and heart that constricts us, and an ab-
sorption in our self-agenda that prevents us from 
seeing anything other than ourselves as important. 
 
We have been given the charge of preaching this 
Good News. If only we could find a way to be more 
effective, it might stand a chance of doing what 
God intended it to do. There is always tomorrow 
and our memory of that bright new l0ight that sho-
ne so brilliantly that Bethlehem night pointing us 
to truth and reminding us that we are loved. 

Gospel meditation 

BAPTISMS:  Parents must be registered parishioners.   
Parishioners call Fr. Jacek Junak, CR at (815) 385-1477,  
EXT. 202 for information, requirements, and scheduling for 
baptism preparation classes. 

 

RCIA:  Adults seeking baptism and/or entry into the       
Catholic Church are invited to participate in the RCIA (Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults) Program.  Please call Fr. 
Jacek Junak, CR for more information. 

 

CEMETERY:  Please call Annie in the parish office at  
(815) 385-1477, EXT. 203 to purchase cemetery plots and 
niches in columbarium. 

 

MARRIAGES:  Please call Fr. Jacek Junak, CR at  
(815) 385-1477, EXT. 202 for appointment, requirements, 
and a desired wedding date of at least 6 months in advance. 

 

PRAYER LIST:  Please call Anna Rose in the parish office at 
(815) 385-1477, or email stjohnbulletin2302@gmail.com  to 
be placed on the bulletin prayer list. 

 

REGISTRATION:  Please call Annie in the parish office  
(815) 385-1477, EXT. 203 to register as a parishioner. 

Monday & Tuesday: 8:30 am—3:00 pm 
Wednesday: 12:00 pm—6:00 pm 
Thursday: 8:30 am—3:00 pm 
Friday: 8:30 am—Noon 

Pastor: Rev. Jacek Junak, CR, EXT. 202 
Deacon: Mr. Jerry Giessinger 
Deacon: Mr. Dave Gillespie 

CLERGY 

Reception:  
  EXT. 200     stjohnsreception2302@gmail.com 
Secretary: Annie Muich 
  EXT. 203     stjohnjohnsburgsecretary@gmail.com 
Business Manager: Kasia Placek 
  EXT. 204     stjohnbusinessmanager@gmail.com 
Religious Ed. Director: Stephanie Eldridge 
  EXT. 201     stjohnreyouth@gmail.com 
Bulletin Editor: Anna Rose Zakrzewski 
  EXT. 223     stjohnbulletin2302@gmail.com 
Music Ministry:  Mary Jo Schwontkowski 
  EXT. 1        mjschwontkowski@sbcglobal.net 

PARISH STAFF 

2304 W. Church Street  
Johnsburg, IL 60051 
(815) 385-3959   www.stjohnschool.com 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST SCHOOL 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

BUSINESS HOURS 

mailto:stjohnbulletin2302@gmail.com


Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13  
  [cf.11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12    
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-
  17, 23-25  
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44  
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-52  
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/
  Lk 4:14-22a  
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 
  5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 
  9b/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/
  Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
  or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 
  27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk  
  3:15-16, 21-22  

 Weekly Readings 
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Prayer Requests Mass Intentions 

 

Alexandria Arber 
Jakey Baldassano 

Kinsley Bentz 
Diane Berlin 
Don Berlin 

Larry Blaney 
Susan Boeck 
Dick Bowe 

Joe & Betty Burke 
Stanley Butski 

Carmelita Caifano 
Leonard Caifano 

Serenity Carf 
Toddi Conway 

Mike & Sharon Coyle 
Mary Decman 

Lawrence DiPrima 
Timothy Duffek 

Suzy Ely 
Paulette Elsey 

Peter Feyen 
Shirley Fix 

John Ferraro 
Mark Fischer 
Tina Fosnacht 
Glenda Fussell 

Carol Gall 
Debbie Glen 

Flo Gofron 
Agnes Grams 

Amy Hershenbach 
Joanne Hoy 

Richard Jastre 
Jim Johnston 

Judy Jonas 
Michael Jonas 

Jameson Justen 
Jerome Kehl 

Alfred Kohler 
Kristen Kory 

Connie Kucharski 
Janet Lacerda 

Richard Laskowski 
Joanne Laskowski 

Eloise Leight 
Dean & Sandra  

Lenard 
Carol Madigan 
Robert Madsen 

Ron Marulewski, Jr.  
Jill McLean 

Sr. Carol Mecko 
Aaliyah Meyer 

Bill Nowak 
Dan Oleksa 
Bob Osborn 

Robert Phillips  
Kathy Posey 
Jason Pratt 

Ross Randazzo 
Lester Reick 
John Robbins 

Nancy Roberts 
Roz Ruiz 

Sheila Salemme 
Jerry Schillaci 

Gretchen Short 
Judy Spears 

Robert Spears 
Bill Spellman 

Peter Spitz 
Kayla Stefka 

Benny Taylor 
Ralph Torres 

Christine Turner 
Karen Walker 

Gina Wierz 
Alice Zabawski 

Joanne Zaremba 
Brian Zinkel 

Diane Zyskowski 
 

We will keep names on the list for eight weeks, and then remove.  
If you would like the name of your loved one to be on the list for  

longer than eight weeks, please call to renew.  
Thank you for your understanding. 

 
  
 

 

Friday, Dec. 31: St. Sylvester I 
7:00 PM     † Phillip Santucci 
(Vigil Mass) (Brian Keller) 
 

Saturday, Jan. 1: Mary, Mother of God  
9:00 AM      † Deceased Members of the  
   Neumann Family 
4:00 PM      † Benedict Balser, Jr. 
   (Katie Schumacher) 
 

Sunday, Jan. 2: Epiphany of the Lord 
7:00 AM      † John Hiller  
   (Family)  
9:00 AM      †    Leszek Czyz 
   (Halina Korzeniewski) 
11:00 AM    †  Alina Zegarska 
   (Fr. Jacek) 
 

Monday, Jan. 3: Holy Name of Jesus 
8:00 AM      † Irena & Jozef Nowak 
   (Family) 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 4: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
8:00 AM    S.I. Pat Bast 
   (The Choir)   
  
Wednesday, Jan. 5: St. John Neumann 
8:00 AM      † Nancy Inman 
   (Betty Sompel)  
 

Thursday, Jan. 6: St. André Bessette 
8:00 AM      †  Jacob Thiel, Anniversary 
   (The Thiel Family) 
 

Friday, Jan. 7: St. Raymond of Peñafort 
8:00 AM    S.I. Dan & Rosemary Kondritz,  
   Anniversary 
   (Nusser Govekar Family)  
9:00 AM  † Cyril Frank Popp, Jr. 
   (Kathleen Popp) 
 

Saturday, Jan. 8 
4:00 PM      † Jim Blaney 
   (Ray & Felicia Kuna) 
 

Sunday, Jan. 9: The Baptism of the Lord 
7:00 AM   †  Clarence & Estelle Regner 
   (Family) 
9:00 AM       Parishioners, Friends, &  
   Benefactors of St. John the  
   Baptist (Fr. Jacek, CR) 
11:00 AM    † Joseph Drezek 
   Czeslawa (Jessi) Drezek 
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Oh, Holy Night! 

On Friday, December 24th at the 4:00 pm Christmas Mass, the youth of St. John’s brought to life Luke’s beautiful 
narrative of Christ’s birth. A very big thank you to Mrs. Rosemary Kondritz, Mrs. Mariann Johnston, Ms. Cara 
Johnston, Mrs. Lisa Cote  and all the volunteers whose time and dedication made the Nativity story such a special 
experience for all to enjoy. Thank you to all of the children who participated and to all parents for your support. 
It couldn’t happen without you! Rosemary, thank you for 25 years of this wonderful Christmas tradition!  
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton | January 4 
 

The patron saint of Catholic schools, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (August 28, 1774 – January 
4, 1821) was born in New York City to a prominent family of the Episcopal faith. When 
she turned 19, she married a wealthy businessman with whom she had five children. He 
later died of tuberculosis in 1803, leaving her a young widow. After discovering the Cath-
olic faith in Italy, where her husband had died, she returned to New York and converted 
to Catholicism in 1805. 
 

After several years struggling as a single mother, Elizabeth moved in 1809 to Emmitsburg, 
Maryland, where she founded the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, the first community for 
religious women established in the United States. She also began St. Joseph’s Academy 
and Free School, which started a chain reaction of Catholic-based education in the United 
States that continues today.  
 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was canonized September 14, 1975 in St. Peter’s Square by Pope 

Paul VI and was the first citizen born in the United States to be given the title of “saint.”  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, pray for us! 

 
The Light of the Moon 
 

If you own a television that has been turned on at any point in the last 
month or so, chances are you’ve caught at least a scene or two of the 1946 
classic film “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  
 

If you’re not familiar with the movie, it follows the life of George Bailey 
from childhood through adulthood. A dreamer by nature, George has big 
plans for himself that involve world exploration and adventure — but family 
and community obligations keep him tethered to the same spot on the 
map, leading an altogether ordinary life. 
 

One of the most memorable scenes from that movie is of George dancing 
with his sweetheart Mary while they sing “Buffalo Gals — Won’t you come 
out tonight/And dance by the light of the moon?” 
 

That lyric always catches my ear. Of course, the moon doesn’t have any light 
of its own. All the moon has is the ability to reflect the light that shines up-
on it.  
 

The same holds for us, doesn’t it? Our stewardship is purely a reflection of 
the grace granted to us by another. “Upon you the LORD shines,” writes 
Isaiah, “and over you appears his glory.” Every good action we will ever take 
begins in the mind of God. The fact that we have the honor of carrying it out 
on His behalf is a beautiful gift. It is God that makes our ordinary lives ex-
traordinary. 
 

In the end of the movie, George Bailey realizes that he had a far greater life 
because, instead of being the hero of his own story, he allowed himself to 
reflect goodness onto others.  
 

Remember — the magi didn’t chart their own course. They merely followed 

the star. 

      — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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SJS Students win essay contest on what it means to be a good American 

Congratulations to Ms. Nusser’s 7th & 
8th grade students for winning the 
McHenry VFW’s essay contest “What it 
means to be a good American.”  
 

Luke Kapple won 1st place and was 
awarded $300. Luke will move on to 
the district competition! Aiden 
Majercik took second place and was 
awarded $200. Johnathan Trader 
placed 3rd and won $100. Galina Virt, 
Nico Baldassano, Jenna Remke, and 
Danny Derouen won honorable men-
tion and each received $50.  
 

We are so proud of our students and 
their patriotism! Thank you to the VFW 
for their generosity! 
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Dear Families,  
 

The St. John the Baptist Catholic School Booster Club’s goal is to encour-
age and guide students in competitive circumstances instilling Teamwork, 
Sportsmanship, and most importantly Christian Values. These principles will 
have a lasting impression on the students here at St. John’s as they become 
adults. 
 
 We count on your Booster Club Memberships of $80 per year to fulfill this 
goal. Your membership dues finance the purchase and maintenance of our play-
ground and physical education equipment. In the last two years your member-
ships contributed to the purchase of the following equipment: dodge balls, teth-
er ball, yoga mats, large parachute, trapeze ladder for the playground and a 
teeter totter for our preschool playground. 
 

With your Booster Club Membership you will be eligible to WIN $200, 
$100, and/or $50 from our monthly drawings. Please return the below form to 
the parish office to become a part of this wonderful program! 
 
 

God Bless You! 
Thank You for Your Support! 

 
 

Kasia Placek 
St. John’s Booster Club 
815.385.1477 ext 204 

————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
(Please enclose form with your membership) 
 
 
Name:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City/Zip: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

   St. John the Baptist Catholic School 
   2304 Church Street Johnsburg, IL 60051 

Please consider supporting St. John’s School booster club 



HOLY LEAGUE FOR MEN 

 

Thursday, Jan. 6th  

at 7:00pm in church 

 

Join us for Adoration,  

Reconciliation, &  

fraternal time.  
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Please Consider Donating to the 
 Society of St. Vincent de Paul  

 
 

This winter season has been difficult for many 
local families. Illness, including Covid, has    
necessitated unpaid time off for many hourly 
workers, which has led to financial stresses. 
Some of these families made the difficult 
choice of paying rent or paying for utilities. 
After receiving a water shut-off notice, one 
mixed generational family reached out to St. 
Vincent de Paul for assistance. SVdP paid the 
amount due directly to the utility and also   
delivered bags of food to help this struggling 
family. Your donations to the Poor Box and 
SVdP make this assistance possible.  
 

This month, donations of toilet tissue is also 
appreciated.  
 

 "Let each of you look not only 

to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others."  

 

Phillipians 2:4 

Ministry news and announcements 

 
Join us for First Friday Devotions 

on Friday, January 7th.  
 

The Holy Rosary is recited  
before Mass. After Mass, Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament is 
available until 3:00 pm. At 3:00 
pm there will be recitation of 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 

Closing Benediction. 
 

All are welcome to come spend 
some time with Our Lord!  
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Ministry news and announcements 

 

December Blessings 
 

Welcome New Parishioners 
 

Chris & Amy Schmidt 
 

Married In Our Church 
 

Michael DeVoll Loew &  
Grace Ann McLaughlin 

 

Newly Baptized 
 

Eleanore G. Jankovich 
 

Brooklyn Tournear 
 

Finley L. Hallam 

The Parish Office will be closed  
Monday, January 3rd. 

 

Happy New Year ! 
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The Sanctuary lamp is burning 
 

December 26th—January 8th  
 

For the Special Intentions of  
 

Dan & Rosemary Kondritz 
  

May this light which reminds us of     
  Jesus’ True Presence in the Sanctuary  

inspire them in their daily life. 

January 3rd—January 9th 
 
 
 
 

MON. 1/3 Parish Office Closed 
   RE Classes 
   7:35 am  Rosary 
   8:00 am Mass 
   5:00 pm Bereavement Meeting, PO 
     

TUES. 1/4 7:35 am  Rosary 
   8:00 am Mass 
    

WED. 1/5 RE Classes 
   7:35 am  Rosary 
   8:00 am Mass 
    

THR. 1/6 7:35 am  Rosary 
   8:00 am Mass 
   7:00 pm Holy League for Men 
 
FRI. 1/7 First Friday 
   7:35 am  Rosary 
   8:00 am  Mass 
   9:00 am Mass followed by Adoration 
   3:00 pm Closing Benediction &  
     Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 

SAT. 1/8 The Baptism of the Lord 
   3:00 pm Confession 
   4:00 pm  Mass 
 

SUN. 1/9 The Baptism of the Lord 
   7:00 am Mass 
   8:00 am Children’s Choir, FS 
   9:00 am Mass 
   10:00 am  RCIA, PO 
   11:00 am    Mass  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PH– Parish Hall (School Gym)   PO– Parish Office 

 

FS– Father Schroeder Building    

Week at a glance 

Stewardship OF TREASURE  
Online Contributions……….…..………..……..$   2,095.00    

 
 
 
 

Diocesan stewardship 2021 

2021 Diocesan Stewardship Goal    _  $ 66,550.00  
Pledged to Date …..…….………………..…..…..$ 58,053.00 
Paid to Date .…………...………………..………...$ 54.587.37 
Difference between goal and payments  $11,962.63 

 
 

For pledging & payment:  
www.rockforddiocese.org/donate 

 
 

See if your employer participates in a  
“Matching Gift Program” to double your gift. 

 
 
 

Please remember St. John’s in your will.  
Thank you for your generous giving! 

Church Finances 

Jan. 10:   RE Classes 
Jan. 11:   BVM Meeting, PO—1 pm 
Jan. 12:   RE Classes 
Jan. 12:   Choir Practice, Church — 7 pm 
Jan. 13:   Half Day SJS 
Jan. 14:   No School SJS 
Jan. 16:   Pack A Sack Sunday 
Jan. 16:   RCIA Class, PO—10 am  
Jan. 17:   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—No School SJS 
Jan. 19:   Choir Practice, Church—7 pm 
Jan. 20:   K of C Meeting, Fr. Schroder Building—7 pm 
Jan. 23:   RCIA Class, PO—10 am 
Jan. 24:   RE Classes 
Jan. 25:   First Communion Parent Mtg, PH—6:30 pm 
Jan. 26:   RE Classes 
Jan. 26:   Choir Practice, Church—7 pm 
Jan. 30:   Catholic Schools Week Begins 

Save the Date 
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Retek Auto Sales, Inc.
       Front Row Joe’s 

Home of the Affordable Auto

JOE & DEBI RETEK

1801 Rt. 120 
McHenry, IL 60051

www.retekautosales.com
(815) 363-7090 Fax (815) 363-7093

 
Johnsburg    1370 Horizon Dr.

1/2 Mi. N. of Ringwood Rd. 
 Off of Johnsburg/Wilmot Rd.

847-497-9900 • 815-385-2900

 

Cris Bimbi 

815-344-6444

Mowimy po polsku 

ASTRO CRAFT, INC 
Precision CNC Machining Services

7509 Spring Grove Road 
Spring Grove, IL 60081

website: www.astrocraft.com

In Memory of

Jim & Betty
Hettermann

Home of Salt Sale Saturday

Sales – Service 
Salt Delivery

(815) 385-3093

Theresa Hauck, D.D.S.
“We Cater To Cowards”

Full Family Dental Care

4310 Crystal Lake Rd., #B

815-344-5430

Parish Member

Roland J. Barnes, D.D.S.

3700 Route 173 
Richmond, IL 60071-9614

815-678-7751 
Fax 815-678-6062

JOSEPH H. HUEMANN  
& SONS, INC.

Well Drilling 
Since 1902

815- 385-0414

Pitel Septic, Inc.
#1 in the #2 business

Septic Pumping 
Repairs & Installation 
Portable Toilet Rental

815-385-1819
P.O. Box 193, Ringwood, IL 60072

www.pitelseptic.com

 

1811 W. ROUTE 120 
McHENRY, IL 60051

815-385-4640 phone 
815-385-0488 fax

www.adamsautobody.com

AUTO BODY AND 
SERVICE CENTER

Contact Jeff Hansen 
to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or
 (800) 950-9952 x2683
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Gypsy Glen 
K-9 Kastle

 

Pet Boarding, Training & Daycare 
K-9 Swim Club Open to Public 

Acupressure

(815) 385-8585
www.gypsyglenk9kastle.com

McHenry, IL

RAYMOND’S 
BOWL

Children & Adult  
Birthday Parties

815-385-1475
 R.A.

 

ENTERPRISES, INC.
TRAILERS • HITCHES 
 TRUCK EQUIPMENT

815-385-2600
www.raadams.com

2600 W. Route 120 • McHenry, IL  60050

(847) 587-0200
400 E. GRAND AVE. 

FOX LAKE, IL 60020

www.foxlakeharbor.com
The Moulis Family

3018 N. RichmoNd Rd. 
mcheNRy, iL 60050

815-385-5954

EExcavating

 

Joe Remke 
815-923-4182

Auto & Truck Repair • Tires 
Fleet Maintenance • Diesel Engines 
Driveshafts • Hydraulic Cylinders

  
Caring for your most precious Caring for your most precious 

resource... Childrenresource... Children
4400 Beck Lane, Ringwood IL 60072   
815-653-0240815-653-0240   Fax: 815-653-0390

Caring for children 6 wks - 12 years  
www.NaturesScholars.comwww.NaturesScholars.com

  

Funeral Home,Inc. 
& Crematory 

591 Ridgeview 
McHenry, IL 

60050

(815) 385-0063

“Family Owned and Operated”

Robert G. Mrachek 
President

LUCE ORTHODONTICS
Natalie A. Luce, D.D.S. 

Board Certified Orthodontist

4318 W Crystal Lake Rd 
Suite H 

McHenry, IL 60050 

(815) 385-1570 
www.luceorthodontics.com

www.kennysfloors.com 

Complete automotive 
and light-truck repair 
facility, including fleet 

services. From our 
start in 1959 we still 

sell install and 
repair tires.

www.gofasttires.com
2420 Hiller Ridge 

Johnsburg, IL 60051

(815) 344-2573

“Over 50 Years of Reliability”

Contact Jeff Hansen 
to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2683

2104 Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL

Coming 

Soon

THANK YOU ST JUDE
For helping me with

my personal intentions


