December 24 & 25, 2018

ST. JOHN VIANNEY Church
4097 18th Street
Bettendorf, IA 52722
(563) 332-7910
www.sjvbett.org

Special Daily Mass schedule
this week only:
Dec. 26th—No Mass
Dec. 27th & 28th—9:00am

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE
“A picture is worth a thousand words.” This is a popular rule of thumb that drives
much of the advertising industry. More often than not, “a complex idea can be conveyed
with just a single picture; this picture conveys its meaning more effectively than a
description does.” (So says Wikipedia!)
This is not surprising. For centuries, the Church has used symbol, art and even time
itself to convey the great mysteries of our faith. Here are some interesting examples of
such, as it relates to Christmas:
THE DATE OF CHRISTMAS We don’t know the exact date that Jesus was born. Scripture is silent on the
issue. In fact, for the first century of the Church, the only major celebrations of Jesus were Epiphany, Easter,
and Pentecost. (Remember, Christianity was illegal in the Roman Empire for the first 300 years of the
Church’s existence.) It wasn’t until the year 312, when the Emperor Constantine was baptized, that
Christians looked for a date to celebrate Jesus’ birth. So, the early Church decided to create one
symbolically, based on the civil celebrations of the Empire, and a principle used by Saint Paul.
When Paul visited Athens, (cf Acts 16:16-34), he was shown the “Areopagus,” the temple dedicated to an
“unknown god.” Paul recognized this as an opportunity to teach about Jesus, the true Son of God. In a
sense he “Christianized” a pagan tradition.
The early Church did the same to establish a date for the birth of Jesus.
Since Jesus is the “Son” of God, Christians looked to the “sun” to fix an appropriate date. December 21st
was a pagan Roman holiday marking the winter solstice—the day of the year with the least amount of
daylight. December 17th was a day to honor the Greco-Roman sun god, the invincible Helios, and to mark a
pagan feast called Saturnalia. In 274, the Roman emperor, Aurelian, moved this civil feast to December
25th. Once Constantine became the first Christian Roman Emperor, the civil feast was “Christianized” to
become the religious feast celebrating the birth of the Son of God.
THE CHRISTMAS TREE As part of Saturnalia, Romans used fir trees to decorate their temples. Christians
adapted the tradition as a sign of everlasting life with God. There are many stories about the Christmas
tree. The one I like the best is that of the “Paradise Tree.” These were used in medieval German mystery or
miracle plays that were acted out in front of churches on Christmas Eve. In early church calendars of saints,
December 24th was “Adam and Eve's Day.” The Paradise Tree represented the Garden of Eden. It was
often paraded around the town before the play started, as a way of advertising the play. The plays told Bible
stories to people who could not read.
Later, symbolic decorations were hung on the trees. Fruit (maybe apples?), chains symbolizing the serpent
that tempted Eve, and globes, made from unconsecrated hosts, symbolized the world redeemed by Jesus.

The symbolism of light was also important. Lit candles were a sign of the Eternal Light: Jesus. A star
symbolizing the one that led the three wise men to Bethlehem was placed at the top of the tree.
So, as you enjoy the many symbols and decorations that surround Christmas, spend a little time to reflect
on their deeper meanings. After all, “a picture IS worth a thousand words!”

Christmas Prelude Music
Monday, December 24
4:00 pm

Brass Ensemble
Becky Seward
Bailey Connors
Carols—Brass Ensemble
Piano Solos—Becky Seward
Vocal Solos—Bailey Connors
Birthday of a King
Dream a Dream
O Holy Night

LITURGY FOR THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
Assisted listening devices, large print readings, and
low-gluten hosts are available in the Gathering Space.
To maintain reverence, please turn off electronic devices.

INTRODUCTORY RITE
Gathering Song

O Come, All Ye Faithful

ADESTE FIDELES

6:30 pm

Celebration Ringers
Melanie Hansen
Andy Burman
O Holy Night
Jimmy Guest, soloist
Dream a Dream
Megan Guest, soloist
O Little Town of Bethlehem
arranged by C. Mokelbust
Mary, Did You Know?
Andy Burman, soloist
Stille, Stille, Stille
arranged by W. Moats

10:00 pm

Exultate Choir and
Woodwind Quartet
Ed Waligora
Becky Seward
Steph Bray
This Peaceful Night
by Price/Besig
Amen! Tell it on the Mountain
by McDonald
How Quietly
by Raney
Glory Hallelujah
by Kellner
Christmas Proclamation
Dick Hanzelka, soloist
Tuesday, December 25

10:00 am

Brass Ensemble
Ethan Good
Abby Kurth
Ellie Kurth
Carols—Brass Ensemble
Minuet Noel
Abby Kurth, Ellie Kurth
Christmas Lullaby
Abby Kurth, soloist

Greeting
Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Priest: The Lord be with you.
(this or a similar greeting will be used)
People: And with your spirit.
Penitential Act

Gloria

Mass of Joy and Peace

Alonso

CHRISTMAS—MASS DURING THE NIGHT
Reading I

Isaiah 9:1-6

Reading II

Titus 2:11-14

Gospel

Luke 2:1-14

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that
the whole world should be enrolled. This was the first
enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all
went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too
went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to
the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the
time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her
firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the
inn.
Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields
and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of
the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were struck with great fear. The angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For
today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who
is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will
find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude of the
heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.”

HARK! THE HERALD
ANGELS SING
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all you nations, rise;
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise each child of earth, Born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Please be seated.
Readings of the day are in the Gather hymnal.
Christmas—Mass during the Night ABC—Gather #1004
Psalm 96

Today is Born Our Savior

Gospel Acclamation

Mass of Joy and Peace

Inwood

Alonso

PROFESSION OF FAITH
Please stand
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(bow)
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

Priest: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to...
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
Homily
Profession of Faith

See column on right

Prayer of the Faithful

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Presentation of the Gifts
4:00 pm and 10:00 am Masses
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
See column on left
6:30 pm Mass—Celebration Ringers
Come Let Us Adore Him arr. Edwards
10:00 pm Mass—Exultate Choir and Woodwind Quartet
Glad Tidings of Joy by Hayes

For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the
Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the
prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic
and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Invitation to Prayer
Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and
yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty
Father.
Please stand
People: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your
hands for the praise and glory of his name, for
our good, and the good of all his holy Church.
Preface Dialogue
Priest: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.

Priest: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right and just.
Eucharistic Acclamations

Mass of Joy and Peace

Alonso

SAINT JOHN VIANNEY
is blessed to have your
presence at our
Christmas celebrations!
Please know that you are
always welcome to join us
for Eucharist. We are your
parish and your home.

Weekend Masses/Church
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, & 11:00am
Daily Masses/Mary Chapel*
Tuesday—Thursday: 7:45am
Mon—Wed; Friday: 9:00am
*Thu @ The Fountains: 9:30am

To acknowledge the action of God that takes place during the
Eucharistic Prayer, we KNEEL after the Holy through the Great Amen.
Those who need to sit for health reasons should do so.

Memorial Acclamation

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Priest:
Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the
sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the
Lamb.
Doxology and Amen
Priest: Through him and with him, and in him, O God,
almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, forever and ever.

Lord’s Prayer

Please stand

People:
Lord, I am not worthy that
you should enter under my
roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
COMMUNION PROCESSION
As a sign of our unity as the
Body of Christ, please STAND
for the communion procession.
When the last person has received,
all KNEEL for private prayer.
Those who need to sit for health
reasons should do so.

FIRST COMMUNION HYMN
Angels We Have Heard on High
GLORIA

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains.
Refrain:

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Sign of Peace
Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And with your spirit.
Lamb of God

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song.
Refrain

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Refrain

See him in a manger laid
Whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
While our hearts in love we raise.
Refrain

SECOND COMMUNION HYMN
Away in a Manger
McFarland

Third Communion Hymn

Child of Mercy

Haas

Away in a manger
no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid
down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky
looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus,
asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing;
the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus,
no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus,
look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle
till morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus;
I ask you to stay
Close by me forever,
and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children
in your tender care,
And fit us for heaven
to live with you there.

Music is reprinted with permission
under copyright license
OneLicense.net #A-703462

CONCLUDING RITE
Greeting, Blessing and Dismissal
Sending Forth

Joy to the World

Handel

VICAR’S VIEW
Every Christmas functions like a kind of time machine for us. For some, it’s a reminder
of the way life used to be—the smell of pines and cold weather, the taste of cinnamon
rolls and hot cocoa, mom and dad sitting around in their robes, sipping coffee, and
watching the kids chase their new toys through a sea of wrapping paper. For others,
Christmas is a reminder of the way life should have been but never really was—those
who look into the windows of their neighbors’ homes and think about all the bliss and
love that lives in there, never finding themselves the insider.
Everyone is supposed to go home for Christmas, right? Except, where is home, exactly? Some of us know
and some of us are still trying to figure that out. But today? The answer is right here. This place, this
church, this community is our home today. This is our Bethlehem, where we are most loved, most
welcomed, most appreciated for simply being “me.” This is the place where we haul the hopes and fears of
all our years and lay them in front of a manger.
This place is full of all our Christmas dreams and memories, all our best wishes for ourselves and others,
all our ideas of what our lives should really look like. If you’re not sure what those ideas are, you can
generally find some clues by looking at the Christmas cards you received and sent out. Unless you or your
friends have really strange taste, chances are that “peace,” “joy,” and “love” are on a lot of those cards,
along with pictures that embody those words. We choose our best pictures, our favorite moments of the
year, to create them. Except, even the best pictures of Jesus and his family, the ones where the artist really
focuses on the sweetness of the small baby and the warm bodies of the animals standing around him,
even those pictures do not tell the whole story.
Almost all of us know it by heart—how the whole of Bethlehem was clogged by travel, which led to Mary and
Joseph getting a stall instead of a room. Not an ideal situation, but they seem to have found at least a feed
trough, because that is where they laid their new treasure, and that is when the picture we all know so well
was taken. Right then, while the star was still overhead and the angels were still singing in the rafters.
But twenty minutes later, what? The artists had left, the heavens had closed up for the evening, and the
only music that played came from the bar over at the inn. The night grew cold and the reality of the world
began to set in for Mary and Joseph—fear, anxiety, darkness, uncertainty, a place to belong instead of
competing with sheep for a place to sleep. But you know what? God was still there, right in the middle of it
all. Peace was there, and joy, and love—not only in the best of times, but also, and especially, in the worst
of times.
The baby in that manger was not just God, but God With Us, the God who comes to us in the midst of our
lives—however far from home we are, however less than ideal our circumstances, however much or little
our lives reflect the Christmas cards we send.
Any one of us who has prayed to be transported into God’s presence this Christmas, any one of us who has
hoped for and prayed for peace and love and joy will get our wish—only not necessarily in the way we had
thought. Because today, the heavens are opening. Except none of heaven’s escalators are going up.
Instead, everyone up there is coming down here. Right here. Right into our own Bethlehem. For today is
born a savior, and we call him Emmanuel, God With Us—the God who has decided that the best place for
him to be, the greatest of all places to build his home, is right here in our arms.

As you leave Mass
today, you will
receive the book
OUR PARISH MISSION
The Biggest Lie in
the History of
FROM GANGLAND TO PROMISED LAND
Christianity. This is
by Jan Touney
a Christmas gift
Parishioners at Saint John Vianney are in from our parish to you! We hope it
for a special time of prayer and empowers you to live life to the
inspiration as John Pridmore, a former fullest.
British gangster whose dramatic The central thought in all of Matthew
conversion led him back to God and life Kelly’s books is to become “a-betteras a Catholic evangelist, preaches a mission to the parish on the
version-of-yourself.” Kelly’s new
evenings of January 27-29.
book emphasizes that our culture is
John Pridmore himself promises an experience you will not forget. “I constantly feeding us false promises
have had the privilege to give over 300 parish missions around the and un-truths. He offers practical
world, and I have seen many miracles,” he wrote in an email earlier tools to cut through the confusion
around us, and reveals the one truth
this month from Spain.
that is the key to experiencing more
One of them concerned a girl of about 11 years old who “came up to happiness than you ever thought
me on the last night of a mission and gave me a note, with tears possible.
welling up in her eyes. The note said how God had shown her how
Read through a few pages each day
much he loved her during the mission.”
and see how his thoughts infuse
John’s personal story, recounted in his book, From Gangland to your life with meaning and purpose.
Promised Land, is one of an amazing conversion as he turned his In February we will have some
life around from the criminal underworld of drugs and violence that
opportunities to gather for
began in his teens to follow a calling from God after he had inflicted
discussion and fellowship as we
a particularly brutal beating on someone.
deepen our faith as a parish
Asked what happened in 1992 that caused his great conversion, he community.
responded, “My mum was praying for me. And I was aware that God
was real, and I was far away from him.”
Session 1: Chapters 1-8

COMING IN JANUARY …

John Pridmore’s visit to Saint John Vianney comes as the parish has
concluded study groups on Pope Francis’ The Joy of the Gospel
and its call to evangelization. Asked what evangelization means to
him, John responded: “Every person’s story is unique, and touches
others’ lives. When we tell what God has done for us, we relive it for
ourselves and help others have hope.”
John will speak briefly at the weekend Masses of January 26-27.
Evening mission sessions will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday and last about an hour. There also will be a session
after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Monday, and he will address a schoolwide assembly at Assumption High School on Tuesday at 9:55 a.m.
He encourages families to take the time out of their busy schedules
to attend the mission together.
“Our everyday lives are very busy, but God is never outdone in his
generosity. Give God one hour each night, and many miracles will
take place, some big and some small, but all life-changing.”
More details about the mission, including information on each
evening’s session, will be included in future bulletins.

Session 2: Chapters 9-15
Mondays, Feb. 11 & 18
9:30-11:00 am
Mondays, Feb. 11 & 18
6:30-8:00 pm
Wednesdays Feb. 13 & 20
“Wine & the Spirit”
4:15-5:30pm
OR
6:15-7:30 pm
Specially timed for
RE/YM parents!
Thursdays, Feb. 14 & 21
6:30-8:00 pm
Fridays, Feb. 15 & 22
9:30-11:-00 am
Sundays, Feb. 17 & 24
12:15-1:45 pm
(Registration will begin in January.)

