
Epiphany Catholic Church  

March 22, 2020 

Epiphany Parish Vision Statement: “To offer every person in our communi-
ty a life-changing encounter with Jesus.” 

See Pope Francis’ column 
inside for an introduction 
to this Crucifix. 



Pope Francis spent 
his afternoon on the 
Third Sunday of 
Lent engaged in two 
intense moments of 
prayer: one before 
an Image of Mary at 
the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major and the 
other at the foot of 
a wooden crucifix 
that protected 
Rome from a great 
plague.  His pilgrim-
age lasted an hour 
and half. 

In 1522 the Crucifix 
(see front cover) was carried in procession throughout 
the neighborhoods of the city so that the “Great Plague” 
might cease in Rome. With his prayer, Pope Francis 
pleaded for an end to the pandemic that has struck Italy 
and the world. He also implored the healing of the many 
sick people, remembered the numerous victims of these 
past days, and asked that their families and friends might 
find consolation and comfort. His prayer intention was 
also extended to healthcare workers, doctors, nurses, 
and all those working in these days to guarantee the 
smooth functioning of society.  

Pope Francis’ special devotion to the Icon Our La-
dy Health/Help of the Roman People is well-known. He 
visits her icon on major Marian feast days and makes a 
point to stop in for prayer both before and after his inter-

national Apostolic Jour-
neys. 

In 593 Pope St. Gregory 
the Great carried the icon 
in procession to stop a 
plague. And in 1837 Pope 
Gregory XVI invoked her 
to put an end to a cholera 
epidemic. 

The Pope’s second stop 
on Sunday was also sig-
nificant, considering the 

critical moment the world is going through.  The church 
of San Marcello houses a venerated wooden crucifix 
from the 15th century, which scholars hold is the most 
realistic in Rome. It even survived a fire and saved the 
city from a plague. Pope St. John Paul II embraced that 
same crucifix to mark the culmination of the Day of For-
giveness during the Jubilee Year of 2000. 

The numerous traditions of miracles attributed to the 
“Most Holy Crucifix” began on May 23, 1519.  On that 
night a large fire com-
pletely destroyed the 
church that bears Pope 
Marcel’s name. The en-
tire building was found 
in ruins the next morn-
ing. But from the ashes 
emerged the crucifix of 
the main altar, un-
touched. A small oil 
lamp still burned at the 
Crucified’s feet. 

The scene greatly 
touched the faithful of 
Rome, and several began 
to meet every Friday 
evening to pray. Pope Leo X ordered the rebuilding of the 
church in 1519.  Three years after the fire, Rome was hit 
by the “Great Plague”.  The faithful carried the crucifix in 
procession – despite the bans understandably put in 
place by the authorities to halt the spread of the conta-
gion. The crucifix was carried through the streets of 
Rome toward St. Peter’s Basilica. The procession lasted 
16 days: from August 4-20, 1522. As it progressed, the 
plague showed signs of retreating, and every neighbor-
hood sought to keep the crucifix as long as possible. 

Finally, as the crucifix reentered the church, the plague 
ceased altogether. 

Since 1600, the procession from the church of San Mar-
cello to St. Peter’s Basilica became a tradition repeated 
during Holy Years. The names of the Popes who called 
each Jubilee are inscribed on the back of the crucifix, 
along with the year. 

From Pope Francis 

The Wooden Cross of the Great Plague of 1522 
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Dear Brothers and 
Sisters,  

My Theme this 
Week is Lent within 
Lent, 2020.  Several 
people have asked 
me, “What does 
this all mean?” or, 
“What is God’s plan 
for me in this pan-
demic?”  Good 
questions.  But, 
let’s begin our Lent 
within Lent journey 
with a look back to 
a great Roman 
saint, Saint Frances-

ca Romana.  Brother and Sisters, our fellow Christians 
who have faced similar challenges, even utterly disas-
trous ones, offer the insights of their lives and deaths. 

“Francesca’s life tells us that the plan of God for our holi-
ness unfolds in ways that often contradict our own pro-
jects and desires. Our endless planning can be no more 
than an attempt to control life, to 
manipulate people and events. 
Francesca challenges us to detach-
ment from life as we would have it 
be, and to the acceptance of things 
as they are. Each of us has unex-
pected elements that, thrown into 
the mix, unsettle our plans, making 
life untidy and somehow bearable 
at the same time. And each of us 
has a guardian angel, a light in life’s 
obscurity, a faithful friend and spir-
itual counselor.” -Catholicsaintsguy 

See more on Saint Francesca on the 
next page. 

Our 2020 Lent has been invaded by 
another Lenten journey—one that 
leads us deeper into the desert of 
solitude and prayer, now with our 
families all together. 

I encourage you to keep a journal of 

your journey to share with succeeding generations.  
Please God, this is a rare phenomenon, and the journey 
will be forgotten (like the 1918 flu pandemic) unless we 
try to remember it and share it with future family and 
friends. And it is a journey of faith.  We are God’s be-
loved sons and daughters.  We are not abandoned.  Nor 
are we exempted from nature’s course.  

“What is God’s plan for me in all of this?” Well, allow me 
to get to the point: God wills now, and always, that you 
grow in the awareness of your dignity as a child of God, 
come hell or high water, or life or death.   We thank God 
for each day given to us, but we don’t know how many 
days are give to us, or to our loved ones.  But, “in life and 
in death”, says Saint Paul, “we are the Lord’s.”  If you can 
interiorize that truth, no challenge is utterly defeating. 

Pilgrimage Ideas for Our Lent within Lent: 

 Reach out by phone, social media or email to those you know 
are homebound or in special need of your service (shopping, 
for example), and relieve them of the need to go out.  Or, just 
call to say hello.  Charity and closeness to those in need is the 
surest invocation of God and prayer for blessing.  Contact Fa-
ther Eric if you need help with shopping, 309-660-7860. 

 Don’t stop praying alone and with your family.  The House 
Church, where the faith is first nourished, 
is being brought to the fore these days.  
Are we up for it?  This is an opportunity to 
bring God into your home like never be-
fore. 

 Let the Parish know of those who are 
ill and desirous of Holy Communion.  Dea-
con Mark is handling care for those in 
these special needs.  

 Remember that Reconciliation is 
offered daily by Fathers Joe and Eric at 
7:30am. 

 See this journey as a sacrifice imposed 
on you and loved ones, and embrace it.  
Sometimes are crosses are imposed and 
not chosen.  We follow the Lord in this. 

 Visit the Church at some point in the 
day alone or with your family.  A Visit to 
the Blessed Sacrament is a visit to the Lord 
in our midst, who suffers with his people. 

 Visit our Grotto and implore the help 
and protection of Our Blessed Mother. 

 Visit our Cemeteries and their pray 
for our beloved dead, ponder, and/or re-
cite the Rosary. 

—Father Eric 

From the Pastor 

Notes from the Underground: Lent Within Lent, 2020 
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 Saint Francesca Romana, 1384-1440 

The Romans are extraordinarily proud of their Francesca, even to the point of 
considering her their special patron. Although they lay claim to Saints Peter 
and Paul, and to the spiritual richness of innumerable martyrs and saints, 
they remain attached to Francesca, a married woman, a servant of the poor, 
a mother to the sick, a spiritual daughter of Holy Father Benedict, and a mys-
tic. 

Saint Francesca did nothing by half-measures. Being Roman, she lived life 
with a kind of reckless enthusiasm — not for the usual things Romans get 
excited over — but for holiness! Her life was extraordinary in some ways. She 
went in for fasting, austerities, and almsgiving in a huge way.   

With poor and suffering people all around her, Francesca became a kind of 
Mother Teresa, compassionate and wonderfully effective. She fed and 
housed the poor sick picked up on the streets. She arranged for priests to 
minister to the dying. She reconciled enemies and calmed the rage of those 
plotting revenge.  

Francesca founded a group of Oblates served the poor and sick. Their life was 
shaped to a great extent by the first part of Chapter Four of the Holy Rule, 
the Instruments of Good Works: 

To relieve the poor, to clothe the naked, to visit the 
sick, to bury the dead, to give help in trouble, to console 
the sorrowful, to avoid worldly behavior, and to set 
nothing before the love of Christ (RB 4:14-21). 

Cruciform Prayer against Disease and Pandemics 
Courtesy of Father Alek Schrenk 

When a severe plague broke out in 1546, groups of 
people (like a family) organized themselves in the 
form of this cross and recited the prayer found at left.  
Each person recited his/her “Letter.” 
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Gift of Treasure 
March 15, 2020…….…......$2,199 
E-giving…………..………..…...$4,978 
Special……………………………..$337 
Parish Endowment…..………….$75 
School Endowment………......$202 
Capital Improvement……....… $60 
 

Weekly Budget………….….$24,500 
YTD Budget (37 weeks).$906,500 
YTD Income…………….….$922,935 
YTD Balance……………......$16,435 

Please  
Remember 

your 
Neighbors 
in Prayer 

 

They are children of 
God!  We welcome 
our newly Baptized! 

 

Luna Joann Moore - infant daughter of Daniel & Emily 
Moore  
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

Uptown Dance
Jennifer Pirtz, Director, Parishioner 

uptowndancenormalillinois.org 
uptowndancenormalillinois@gmail.com

114 North St., Ste. A • Normal, IL 
309-585-2174

Ballet Lessons Ages 2 and Up

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L 

309.808.3768

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

309-663-8041
Andrew Herman, CFP®, RICP® Roger Herman 
andrew.herman@ roger.herman@ 
COUNTRYfinancial.com COUNTRYfinancial.com

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

Contact Iris Mitchell • imitchell@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2495

www.osfhealthcare.org

REMODELING CONTRACTORS 
(309) 828-4880 | Bloomington, Il 

www.parkerbuildersinc.net

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

(309) 205-7500 
4113 Oakland Ave • Bloomington, IL 61704

WE’RE A TRUE DESTINATION FOR FUN AND FITNESS
1507 N. Main St.

Bloomington, IL

(309) 828-8000

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

Frustrated With Low Interest Rates?
Uneasy With Market Volatility?

Our goal is to help people seek the retirement they would like to have. 
A Conservative Approach Can be a Good Thing Anytime!

• Building and Preserving Your Wealth •

Come in to find out how we can help you 
with your retirement planning.

321 Susan Drive, Suite A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Call (309) 454-9171

Insurance services offered through 
 Dennis Kagel Financial Services.
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

The Castle Theatre - “Live Music Venue”
209 E. Washington St. • Bloomington, IL

309-820-0352 | www.thecastletheatre.com

Fitness for Every Body  Fitness for Every Body  
Open to the Community Open to the Community 

Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness 
(309) 433-9355 (309) 433-9355 

advocatehealthfitness.comadvocatehealthfitness.com

• • FREE 7 DAY PASS •FREE 7 DAY PASS •

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Kenneth R. Schoenig, M.D. 
Specializing in 

Digestive Disorders

Digestive Disease 
Consultants

Parishioner of St Patrick of Merna
1302 Franklin Ave., Suite 4800 

Normal, IL 61761 
digestiveconsultant.com

309-454-5900

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


