
March 29, 2020 Fifth Sunday of Lent  Vision Statement: “To offer every 
person in our community a life-changing encounter with Jesus.” 



Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary 
on the granting of special Indulgenc-
es to the faithful in the current pan-
demic, 20.03.2020 

The gift of special Indulgences is 
granted to  

1. the faithful suffering from 
COVID-19 disease, commonly known 
as Coronavirus,  
2. as well as to health care work-
ers, family members and  

3. all those who in any capacity, including through prayer, 
care for them. 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” (Rom 
12: 12). The words written by Saint Paul to the Church of Rome 
resonate throughout the entire history of the Church and 
guide the judgment of the faithful in the face of all suffering, 
sickness and calamity.  The present moment in which the 
whole of humanity, threatened by an invisible and insidious 
disease, which for some time now has become part of all our 
lives, is marked day after day by anguished fears, new uncer-
tainties and above all widespread physical and moral suffering. 

The Church, following the example of her Divine Master, has 
always had the care of the sick at heart. As Saint John Paul II 
points out, the value of human suffering is twofold: “It is su-
pernatural because it is rooted in the divine mystery of the 
Redemption of the world, and it is likewise deeply human, be-
cause in it the person discovers himself, his own humanity, his 
own dignity, his own mission” (Apostolic Letter Salvifici Doloris, 
31). 

Pope Francis, too, in these recent days, has shown his paternal 
closeness and renewed his invitation to pray incessantly for 
those who are sick with the Coronavirus. 

So that all those who suffer because of COVID-19, precisely in 
the mystery of this suffering, may rediscov-
er “the same redemptive suffering of 
Christ” (ibid., 30), this Apostolic Peniten-
tiary, ex auctoritate Summi Pontificis, 
trusting in the word of Christ the Lord and 
considering with a spirit of faith the epi-
demic currently underway, to be lived in a 
spirit of personal conversion, grants the 
gift of Indulgences in accordance with the 
following disposition. 

1. The Plenary Indulgence is granted to 
the faithful suffering from Coronavirus, 
who are subject to quarantine by order of 
the health authority in hospitals or in their 
own homes if, with a spirit detached from 

any sin, they unite spiritually through the media to the celebra-
tion of Holy Mass, the recitation of the Holy Rosary, to the pi-
ous practice of the Way of the Cross or other forms of devo-
tion, or if at least they will recite the Creed, the Lord's Prayer 
and a pious invocation to the Blessed Virgin Mary, offering this 
trial in a spirit of faith in God and charity towards their broth-
ers and sisters, with the will to fulfil the usual conditions 
(sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer 
according to the Holy Father's intentions), as soon as possible. 

2. Health care workers, family members and all those who, 
following the example of the Good Samaritan, exposing them-
selves to the risk of contagion, care for the sick of Coronavirus 
according to the words of the divine Redeemer: “Greater love 
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends” (Jn 15: 13), will obtain the same gift of the Plenary 
Indulgence under the same conditions. 

3. This Apostolic Penitentiary also willingly grants a Plenary 
Indulgence under the same conditions on the occasion of the 
current world epidemic, also to those faithful who offer a visit 
to the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic adoration, or reading 
the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour, or the recitation of 
the Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross, 
or the recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, to implore 
from Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those 
who are afflicted and eternal salvation for those whom the 
Lord has called to Himself. 

The Church prays for those who find themselves unable to re-
ceive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick and of the 
Viaticum, entrusting each and every one to divine Mercy by 
virtue of the communion of saints and granting the faithful a 
Plenary Indulgence on the point of death, provided that they 
are duly disposed and have recited a few prayers during their 
lifetime (in this case the Church makes up for the three usual 
conditions required). For the attainment of this indulgence the 
use of the crucifix or the cross is recommended (cf. Enchiridion 

indulgentiarum, no.12). 

May the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God 
and of the Church, 
Health of the Sick and 
Help of Christians, our 
Advocate, help suffering 
humanity, saving us 
from the evil of this pan-
demic and obtaining for 
us every good necessary 
for our salvation and 
sanctification.   

Given in Rome, from the 
seat of the Apostolic Penitentiary, on 19 March 2020. 

From Pope Francis 

Plenary Indulgence During the Pandemic 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

My Theme this Week is Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help.   

To whom do we turn for comfort in 
times of trouble or even disaster?  To 
Jesus Christ.  To Jesus Christ intimate-
ly united to his Mother Mary in the 
eternal providence of God.  Friends, 
let us turn to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help and there encounter our Lord 
and Savior, the Sorrowful One, Risen 

now and glorious forever. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help is a Byzantine icon from about the 
year 1400.  The miraculous icon is painted on wood and 
measures about 20" in height and depicts the Virgin Mary, un-
der the title “Mother of God,” holding the Child Jesus.  The 
Archangels Michael and Gabriel, hovering in the upper corners, 
hold the instruments of the Passion. St. Michael (in the left 
corner) holds the spear, the wine-soaked sponge, and the 
crown of thorns. St. Gabriel (in the right corner) holds the cross 
and the nails. 

The intent of the artist was to portray the Child Jesus contem-
plating the vision of His future Passion.  Frightened by the 
vision, he runs to his mother for consolation. The anguish He 
feels is shown by the loss of one of His sandals as he quickly 
flees into the arms of his Mother.  

Despite a vision of suffering, the icon also conveys the triumph 
of Christ over sin and death, symbolized by the golden back-
ground as a sign of the glory of the resurrection. The royal 
crowns on the heads of Jesus and Mary also symbolize their 
triumph as the King of Kings with his Queen Mother.  In a very 
beautiful way, the Child Jesus grasps the hand of the Blessed 
Mother.  He seeks comfort from His mother as He sees the 

instruments of His passion.  The position of Mary’s hands – 
both holding the Child Jesus (who seems like a small adult) and 
at the same time presenting Him to us – convey the reality of 
our Lord’s incarnation, that He is true God who became also 
true man.   

Just as the Child Jesus fled into the arms of his Mother when 
he was frightened, so too do we flee into the arms of our 
Blessed Mother with child-like confidence whenever fear en-
velopes our hearts. Just as the Virgin Mother consoled and 
comforted her Divine Child, so too does she console and 
comfort us, her spiritual children, in our afflictions. We can 
always come to her in our time of need and receive her help. 

In this iconography, Mary is represented as the one who 
guides us to the Redeemer. The Virgin Mother is also our Help 
who inter-
cedes with 
her Son on 
our be-
half.  The star 
painted on 
Mary’s veil, 
centered on 
her forehead, 
highlights her 
role in the 
plan of salva-
tion as both 
the Mother of 
God and our 
Mother. 

—Father Eric 

From the Pastor 

Notes from the Underground: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
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Mother of Perpetual Help, your very name inspires confidence. We come before your holy picture in praise and 

thanksgiving to God, seeking your intercession with Jesus, your son, for all the needs of our lives today. We celebrate 

your holy motherhood as we proclaim Jesus Christ our Lord and Redeemer.  You answered when called to be mother 

of our Lord. Obtain for us the grace to be alive to our baptismal call and especially to embrace the Gospel of life and 

to respect all life on earth.  You wondered as your Son grew in wisdom, knowledge, and grace.  Intercede for us so 

that we may welcome the Word of God in our lives and be bearers of the good news to everyone.  You delighted as 

your Son healed the sick.  Intercede for our sick that they may receive good health and that they in their turn may be 

healers to others.  You enjoyed peace as your Son comforted the afflicted.  Intercede for all who suffer so that they 

may know that we carry their burdens with them and in this way we keep the law of Christ.  You rejoiced as your Son 

forgave sins.  Obtain for us the forgiveness of our sins and lead us to unbind others and set them free.  You suffered 

at the wounds your Son endured for our salvation.  Help us to bind up the broken-hearted and to give hope to the 

downtrodden.  You exulted in your Son’s resurrection.  Obtain for us the grace to persevere in His way all the days of 

our life and be granted a place in heaven.  You are the first of all the disciples and saints. We trust in your motherly 

love and care.  Obtain for us all the graces we need to fulfill God’s plan each day in our lives. Amen. 
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Gift of Treasure 
March 22, 2020…….…......$4,221 
E-giving…………..………..…...$6,405 
Special……………………………..$335 
Parish Endowment…..………….$45 
School Endowment………........$30 
Capital Improvement……......$260 
 

Weekly Budget………….…..$24,500 
YTD Budget (38 weeks).$931,000 
YTD Income…………….…..$933,561 
YTD Balance…………….........$2,561 

Please  
Remember 

your 
Neighbors 
in Prayer 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

Uptown Dance
Jennifer Pirtz, Director, Parishioner 

uptowndancenormalillinois.org 
uptowndancenormalillinois@gmail.com

114 North St., Ste. A • Normal, IL 
309-585-2174

Ballet Lessons Ages 2 and Up

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L 

309.808.3768

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

309-663-8041
Andrew Herman, CFP®, RICP® Roger Herman 
andrew.herman@ roger.herman@ 
COUNTRYfinancial.com COUNTRYfinancial.com

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

Contact Iris Mitchell • imitchell@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2495

www.osfhealthcare.org

REMODELING CONTRACTORS 
(309) 828-4880 | Bloomington, Il 

www.parkerbuildersinc.net

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

(309) 205-7500 
4113 Oakland Ave • Bloomington, IL 61704

WE’RE A TRUE DESTINATION FOR FUN AND FITNESS
1507 N. Main St.

Bloomington, IL

(309) 828-8000

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

Frustrated With Low Interest Rates?
Uneasy With Market Volatility?

Our goal is to help people seek the retirement they would like to have. 
A Conservative Approach Can be a Good Thing Anytime!

• Building and Preserving Your Wealth •

Come in to find out how we can help you 
with your retirement planning.

321 Susan Drive, Suite A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Call (309) 454-9171

Insurance services offered through 
 Dennis Kagel Financial Services.
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

The Castle Theatre - “Live Music Venue”
209 E. Washington St. • Bloomington, IL

309-820-0352 | www.thecastletheatre.com

Fitness for Every Body  Fitness for Every Body  
Open to the Community Open to the Community 

Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness 
(309) 433-9355 (309) 433-9355 

advocatehealthfitness.comadvocatehealthfitness.com

• • FREE 7 DAY PASS •FREE 7 DAY PASS •

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Kenneth R. Schoenig, M.D. 
Specializing in 

Digestive Disorders

Digestive Disease 
Consultants

Parishioner of St Patrick of Merna
1302 Franklin Ave., Suite 4800 

Normal, IL 61761 
digestiveconsultant.com

309-454-5900

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


