
April 19, 2020 Divine Mercy Sunday. Vision Statement: “To offer every per-
son in our community a life-changing encounter with Jesus.” 



Dear brothers and sisters, Happy 
Easter! 

Today the Church’s proclamation 
echoes throughout the world: 
“Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is 
truly risen!”. 

Like a new flame this Good News 
springs up in the night: the night 
of a world already faced with 
epochal challenges and now op-

pressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human 
family. In this night, the Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, 
my hope, is risen!” (Easter Sequence). 

This is a different “contagion”, a message transmitted 
from heart to heart – for every human heart awaits this 
Good News. It is the contagion of hope: “Christ, my hope, 
is risen!”. This is no magic formula that makes problems 
vanish. No, the resurrection of Christ is not that. Instead, 
it is the victory of love over the root of evil, a victory that 
does not “by-pass” suffering and death, but passes 
through them, opening a path in the abyss, transforming 
evil into good: this is the unique hallmark of the power of 
God. 

The Risen Lord is also the Crucified One, not someone 
else. In his glorious body he bears indelible wounds: 
wounds that have become windows of hope. Let us turn 
our gaze to him that he may heal the wounds of an 
afflicted humanity. 

Today my thoughts turn in the first place to the many 
who have been directly 
affected by the corona-
virus: the sick, those 
who have died and fami-
ly members who mourn 
the loss of their loved 
ones, to whom, in some 
cases, they were unable 
even to bid a final fare-
well. May the Lord of life 
welcome the departed 
into his kingdom and 
grant comfort and hope 
to those still suffering, 
especially the elderly 
and those who are alone. May he never withdraw his 

consolation and help from those who are especially vul-
nerable, such as persons who work in nursing homes, or 
live in barracks and prisons. For many, this is an Easter of 
solitude lived amid the sorrow and hardship that the 
pandemic is causing, from physical suffering to economic 
difficulties. 

This disease has not only deprived us of human close-
ness, but also of the possibility of receiving in person the 
consolation that flows from the sacraments, particularly 
the Eucharist and Reconciliation. In many countries, it 
has not been possible to approach them, but the Lord 
has not left us alone! United in our prayer, we are con-
vinced that he has laid his hand upon us (cf. Ps 138:5), 
firmly reassuring us: Do not be afraid, “I have risen and I 
am with you still!” (cf. Roman Missal, Entrance Antiphon, 
Mass of Easter Sunday). 

May Jesus, our Passover, grant strength and hope to doc-
tors and nurses, who everywhere offer a witness of care 
and love for our neighbors, to the point of exhaustion 
and not infrequently at the expense of their own health. 
Our gratitude and affection go to them, to all who work 
diligently to guarantee the essential services necessary 
for civil society, and to the law enforcement and military 
personnel who in many countries have helped ease peo-
ple’s difficulties and sufferings. 

In these weeks, the lives of millions of people have sud-
denly changed. For many, remaining at home has been 
an opportunity to reflect, to withdraw from the frenetic 
pace of life, stay with loved ones and enjoy their compa-

ny. For many, 
though, this is 
also a time of 
worry about an 
uncertain future, 
about jobs that 
are at risk and 
about other con-
sequences of the 
current crisis. I 
encourage politi-
cal leaders to 
work actively for 
the common 
good, to provide 

the means and resources needed to enable everyone to 
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Page 4 lead a dignified life and, when circumstances allow, to 
assist them in resuming their normal daily activities. 

This is not a time for indifference, because the whole 
world is suffering and needs to be united in facing the 
pandemic. May the risen Jesus grant hope to all the 
poor, to those living on the peripheries, to refugees and 
the homeless. May these, the most vulnerable of our 
brothers and sisters living in the cities and peripheries of 
every part of the world, not be abandoned. Let us ensure 
that they do not lack basic necessities (all the more diffi-
cult to find now that many businesses are closed) such as 
medicine and especially the possibility of adequate 
health care. In light of the present circumstances, may 
international sanctions be relaxed, since these make it 
difficult for countries on which they have been imposed 
to provide adequate support to their citizens, and may all 
nations be put in a position to meet the greatest needs of 
the moment through the reduction, if not the for-
giveness, of the debt burdening the balance sheets of the 
poorest nations. 

This is not a time for self-centeredness, because the 
challenge we are facing is shared by all, without distin-
guishing between persons. Among the many areas of the 
world affected by the coronavirus, I think in a special way 
of Europe. After the Second World War, this beloved con-
tinent was able to rise again, thanks to a concrete spirit 
of solidarity that enabled it to overcome the rivalries of 
the past. It is more urgent than ever, especially in the 
present circumstances, that these rivalries do not regain 
force, but that all recognize themselves as part of a single 
family and support one another. The European Union is 
presently facing an epochal challenge, on which will de-
pend not only its future but 
that of the whole world. Let 
us not lose the opportunity 
to give further proof of soli-
darity, also by turning to in-
novative solutions. The only 
alternative is the selfishness 
of particular interests and 
the temptation of a return to 
the past, at the risk of se-
verely damaging the peace-
ful coexistence and develop-
ment of future generations. 

This is not a time for divi-
sion. May Christ our peace 
enlighten all who have re-
sponsibility in conflicts, that they may have the courage 
to support the appeal for an immediate global ceasefire 
in all corners of the world. This is not a time for continu-

ing to manufacture and deal in arms, spend-
ing vast amounts of money that ought to be 
used to care for others and save lives. Rather, may this 
be a time for finally ending the long war that has caused 
such great bloodshed in Syria, the conflict in Yemen and 
the hostilities in Iraq and in Lebanon. May this be the 
time when Israelis and Palestinians resume dialogue in 
order to find a stable and lasting solution that will allow 
both to live in peace. May the sufferings of the people 
who live in the eastern regions of Ukraine come to an 
end. May the terrorist attacks carried out against so 
many innocent people in different African countries 
come to an end. 

This is not a time for forgetfulness. The crisis we are 
facing should not make us forget the many other crises 
that bring suffering to so many people. May the Lord of 
life be close to all those in Asia and Africa who are expe-
riencing grave humanitarian crises, as in the Province of 
Cabo Delgado in the north of Mozambique. May he 
warm the hearts of the many refugees displaced because 
of wars, drought and famine. May he grant protection to 
migrants and refugees, many of them children, who are 
living in unbearable conditions, especially in Libya and on 
the border between Greece and Turkey. In Venezuela, 
may he enable concrete and immediate solutions to be 
reached that can permit international assistance to a 
population suffering from the grave political, socio-
economic and health situation. 

Dear brothers and sisters,  Indifference, self-
centeredness, division and forgetfulness are not words 
we want to hear at this time. We want to ban these 
words for ever! They seem to prevail when fear and 

death overwhelm us, 
that is, when we do 
not let the Lord Jesus 
triumph in our hearts 
and lives. May Christ, 
who has already de-
feated death and 
opened for us the 
way to eternal salva-
tion, dispel the dark-
ness of our suffering 
humanity and lead us 
into the light of his 
glorious day, a day 
that knows no end. 

Dear Brothers and 
Sisters,  Jesus lives.  We are alive in him, no matter the 
circumstances of our lives; no matter our own story of 
suffering and ultimate death. 
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Chaplet of the Divine Mercy (a series of prayers orga-
nized similarly to a rosary), the Hour of Great Mercy 
(a time of prayer traditionally celebrated at 3 p.m.), 
and the plenary indulgence granted to those who re-
ceive the Eucharist and celebrate reconciliation on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, or as soon as possible. 

The celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday is an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the theme of how God’s mercy 
can overcome sin and, as the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments states, 
“a perennial invitation to the Christian world to face, 
with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties 
and trials that humankind will experience in the years 
to come.”  

Page 4 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

The world was in the midst of 
the Great Depression in 1931 
and the memories of World 
War I (not to mention the sub-
sequent Spanish Flu which dec-
imated whole populations) 
were still very much alive in 
the minds of Europeans when 
in Poland a sister of the Con-

gregation of Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, Faustina 
Kowalska (1905-1938), was personally visited by Jesus. 

According to her diary, an image was revealed to her 
of the risen Lord, from whose heart shone two rays, 
one red (representing blood) and the other 
“pale” (symbolizing water), with the words “Jesus, I 
trust in you” at the bottom. Faustina wrote in her dia-
ry that Jesus told her, “I promise that the soul that 
will venerate this image will not per-
ish.” 

When she was canonized in 2000 by 
Pope John Paul II, he proclaimed that 
the Second Sunday of Easter would 
henceforth be known as Divine Mercy 
Sunday, thereby widely promoting 
the devotional practices associated 
with Faustina’s visions, already popu-
lar in many countries. 

St. Faustina, a poorly educated daugh-
ter of a humble Polish family, kept a 
600-page diary of the apparitions she 
claimed continued for years. Her en-
tries focus on God’s mercy, the call to 
accept God’s mercy and to be merci-
ful, the need for conversion, and the 
call to trust in Jesus. It had been Je-
sus’ own wish, she wrote, to establish 
a feast day: “I [Jesus] desire that the 
Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shel-
ter for all souls. . . . I am giving them 
the last hope of salvation; that is, the 
Feast of My Mercy.” 

Among the practices associated with 
the devotion are its novena, the 
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How to pray the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy 

  
The chaplet is said using a ro-
sary.  Begin by making the sign of 
the cross while holding the cruci-
fix.  Then pray one Our Father, one 
Hail Mary and one Apostle’s Creed.  
 

On the single (Our Father) beads, 
recite the following: 
V.  Eternal Father, I offer You the 
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of 
Your dearly beloved Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
R.  In atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole world. 
 

On the decade (Hail Mary) beads, 
recite the following: 
V.  For the sake of His sorrowful 
Passion, 
R.  Have mercy on us and on the 
whole world. 
In conclusion say the following 
prayer three times: 
V.  Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy 
Immortal One 
R.  Have mercy on us and on the 
whole world. 
End the prayer by making the sign 
of the cross.  



Gift of Treasure 
April 12,  2020………....…...$21,121 
E-giving…………..…………..….$13,362 
Special…………………………….....$650 
Parish Endowment…..……….....$335 
School Endowment……….........$125 
Capital Improvement…….........$190 
 
Weekly Budget……………..….$24,500 
YTD Budget (41 weeks).$1,004,500 
YTD Income…………….....$1,004,360 
YTD Balance…………...…..........$(140) 

Please  
Remember 

your 
Neighbors 
in Prayer 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

Uptown Dance
Jennifer Pirtz, Director, Parishioner 

uptowndancenormalillinois.org 
uptowndancenormalillinois@gmail.com

114 North St., Ste. A • Normal, IL 
309-585-2174

Ballet Lessons Ages 2 and Up

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L 

309.808.3768

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

309-663-8041
Andrew Herman, CFP®, RICP® Roger Herman 
andrew.herman@ roger.herman@ 
COUNTRYfinancial.com COUNTRYfinancial.com

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

Contact Iris Mitchell • imitchell@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2495

www.osfhealthcare.org

REMODELING CONTRACTORS 
(309) 828-4880 | Bloomington, Il 

www.parkerbuildersinc.net

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

(309) 205-7500 
4113 Oakland Ave • Bloomington, IL 61704

WE’RE A TRUE DESTINATION FOR FUN AND FITNESS
1507 N. Main St.

Bloomington, IL

(309) 828-8000

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

Frustrated With Low Interest Rates?
Uneasy With Market Volatility?

Our goal is to help people seek the retirement they would like to have. 
A Conservative Approach Can be a Good Thing Anytime!

• Building and Preserving Your Wealth •

Come in to find out how we can help you 
with your retirement planning.

321 Susan Drive, Suite A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Call (309) 454-9171

Insurance services offered through 
 Dennis Kagel Financial Services.
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

The Castle Theatre - “Live Music Venue”
209 E. Washington St. • Bloomington, IL

309-820-0352 | www.thecastletheatre.com

Fitness for Every Body  Fitness for Every Body  
Open to the Community Open to the Community 

Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness 
(309) 433-9355 (309) 433-9355 

advocatehealthfitness.comadvocatehealthfitness.com

• • FREE 7 DAY PASS •FREE 7 DAY PASS •

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Kenneth R. Schoenig, M.D. 
Specializing in 

Digestive Disorders

Digestive Disease 
Consultants

Parishioner of St Patrick of Merna
1302 Franklin Ave., Suite 4800 

Normal, IL 61761 
digestiveconsultant.com

309-454-5900

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


