
April 26, 2020 3rd Sunday of Easter. Vision Statement: “To offer every per-
son in our community a life-changing encounter with Jesus.” 



Dear brothers and sisters, Hap-
py Easter! 

Today we celebrate the fiftieth 
Earth Day. This is an occasion 
for renewing our commitment 
to love and care for our com-
mon home and for the weaker 
members of our human family. 
As the tragic coronavirus pan-
demic has taught us, we can 

overcome global challenges only by showing solidarity 
with one another and embracing the most vulnerable 
in our midst. The Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ deals 
precisely with this “Care for our Common Home”. To-
day, let us reflect together a little on that responsibility 
which characterises “our earthly sojourn” (Laudato Si’, 
160). We must grow in our awareness of care for our 
common home. 

We are fashioned from the earth, and fruit of the earth 
sustains our life. But, as the book of Genesis reminds 
us, we are not simply “earthly”; we also bear within us 
the breath of life that comes from God (cf. Gen 2:4-7). 
Thus we live in this common home as one human fami-
ly in biodiversity with 
God’s other creatures. 
As imago Dei, image of 
God, we are called to have 
care and respect for all 
creatures, and to offer love 
and compassion to our 
brothers and sisters, espe-
cially the most vulnerable 
among us, in imitation of 
God’s love for us, mani-
fested in his Son Jesus, 
who made Himself man to 
share this situation with us 
and to save us. 

Because of our selfishness 
we have failed in our re-
sponsibility to be guardians 
and stewards of the earth. 
“We need only take a frank 
look at the facts to see that 

our common home is falling into serious disre-
pair” (ibid., 61). We have polluted and we have de-
spoiled it, endangering our very lives. For this reason, 
various international and local movements have 
sprung up in order to appeal to our consciences. I 
deeply appreciate these initiatives; still it will be neces-
sary for our children to take to the streets to teach us 
the obvious: we have no future if we destroy the very 
environment that sustains us. 

We have failed to care for the earth, our garden-home; 
we have failed to care for our brothers and sisters. We 
have sinned against the earth, against our neighbours, 
and ultimately against the Creator, the benevolent Fa-
ther who provides for everyone, and desires us to live 
in communion and flourish together. And how does the 
earth react? There is a Spanish saying that is very clear, 
in this; it says: “God forgives always; we men forgive 
sometimes; the earth never forgives”. The earth never 
forgives: if we have despoiled the earth, the response 
will be very bad. 

How can we restore a harmonious relationship with 
the earth and with the rest of humanity? A harmonious 

relationship… Very often 
we lose our view of harmo-
ny: harmony is the work of 
the Holy Spirit. In the com-
mon home, on earth, too; 
also in our relationship 
with people, with our 
neighbour, with the poor, 
how can we restore this 
harmony? We need a new 
way of looking at our com-
mon home. Let us be clear: 
it is not a storehouse of 
resources for us to exploit. 
For us believers, the natu-
ral world is the “Gospel of 
Creation”: it expresses 
God’s creative power in 
fashioning human life and 
bringing the world and all it 
contains into existence, in 
order to sustain humanity. 

From Pope Francis 

Earth Day: 50th Anniversary 
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Page 4 As the biblical account of creation concludes: “God saw 
all that he had made, and it was very good” (Gen 1:31). 
We we see these natural tragedies that are the earth’s 
response to our mistreatment, I think: “If I ask the Lord 
now what He thinks, I don’t think He will tell me some-
thing very good”. We are the ones who have ruined the 
work of the Lord! 

In today’s celebration of Earth Day, we are called to 
renew our sense of sacred respect for the earth, for it 
is not just our home but also God’s home. This should 
make us all the more aware that we stand on holy 
ground! 

Dear brothers and sisters, “let us awaken our God-
given aesthetic and contemplative sense” (Post-
Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Querida Amazonia, 56). 
The prophetic gift of contemplation is something that 
we can learn especially from indigenous peoples. They 
teach us that we cannot heal the earth unless we love 
and respect it. They have that wisdom of “living well”, 
not in the sense of having a good time, no, but of living 
in harmony with the earth. They call this harmony 
“good living”. 

At the same time, we need an ecological conversion 
that can find expression in concrete actions. As a single 
and interdependent family, we require a common plan 
in order to avert the threats to our common home. 
“Interdependence obliges us to think of one world with 

a common plan” (Laudato Si’, 164). We are 
aware of the importance of cooperation as 
an international community for the protection of our 
common home. I urge those in positions of leadership 
to guide the preparations for two important interna-
tional Conferences: COP15 on Biodiversity in Kunming, 
China, and COP26 on Climate Change in Glasgow, Unit-
ed Kingdom. These two meetings are very important. 

I would like to support concerted action also on the 
national and local levels. It will help if people at all lev-
els of society come together to create a popular move-
ment “from below”. The Earth Day we are celebrating 
today was itself born in precisely this way. We can 
each contribute in our own small way. “We need not 
think that these efforts are going to change the world. 
They benefit society, often unbeknown to us, for they 
call forth a goodness which, albeit unseen, inevitably 
tends to spread” (Laudato Si’, 212). 

In this Easter season of renewal, let us pledge to love 
and esteem the beautiful gift of the earth, our com-
mon home, and to care for all members of our human 
family. Like the brothers and sisters that we are, let us 
together implore our heavenly Father: “Send forth 
your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 
earth” (cf. Ps 104:30). 
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"That's here. 
That's home. 
That's us." 
One of the most 
famous images 
ever snapped by 
Voyager 1, taken 
on June 6, 1990, 
was dubbed the 
"pale blue dot," 
depicting Earth on 
a scale never be-
fore seen. 
 
Of the "pale blue 
dot," astronomer Carl Sagan said: "That's here. That's 
home. That's us. On it everyone you love, everyone you 
know, everyone you ever heard of, every human being 
who ever was, lived out their lives. The aggregate of our 

joy and suffering, 
thousands of con-
fident religions, 
ideologies, and 
economic doc-
trines, every 
hunter and forag-
er, every hero and 
coward, every cre-
ator and destroyer 
of civilization, eve-
ry king and peas-
ant, every young 
couple in love, 
every mother and 

father, hopeful child, inventor and explorer, every teacher 
of morals, every corrupt politician, every 'superstar,' eve-
ry 'supreme leader,' every saint and sinner in the history 
of our species lived there--on a mote of dust suspended 
in a sunbeam." 



Flocknote 
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Catholics, we want that. We want that deep commun-
ion with our God. But again, it's not always possible.”  

When making a spiritual communion, the person “asks 
God in prayer in those moments when He knows that 
this thing is not possible for us at this time, to still come 

into our hearts at least spiritually, to 
come into our lives, to continue to fill 
us with the grace that we need to be 
sustained, even though we can’t re-
ceive the Eucharist at this time.” 

Now, it’s clear, and some of our el-
ders will remember this, but for most 
of the Church’s history--until the ear-
ly 20th century--Catholics did not ha-
bitually receive the Eucharist every 
Sunday. Brothers and sisters, maybe 
this uncertain time of suspended 
Masses and decreased physical ac-
cess to the sacraments will help Cath-
olics “enter into a deeper solidarity 
with those around the world” who 
still lack access to regular Masses, 
either because of the remoteness of 
where they live, a shortage of priests, 
or the threat of violence.   Think here 
of the Synod on the Amazon, recently 
concluded, that dealt with Amazonian 
communities which often did not see 
a priest (and therefore celebrate Eu-
charist) for years at a time. 

—Father Eric 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

For this Sunday, Father Joe and I 
are going to take the tech plunge 
and learn how to transmit the 
Mass to you by means of Face-
book and our cell phones.  Imag-
ine that, and by that I mean the 
technology involved and the ca-
pabilities inherent today in ever 
more powerful technology 

platforms. 

We will learn as we go, so please provide constructive 
feedback.  There will be two Masses, at 7:30am an 
9:00am.  He and I will switch between the two  in the 
weeks (months?!) ahead.   

I think there is a benefit in being together simultane-
ously, even though separated.  There’s a symbolism 
there that is very real and human and taps into our de-
sire for community, no matter how 
challenged. 

Both Father Joe and I assumed hope-
fully, but unrealistically (now), that 
we would be together again after a 
month, or so.  Now it could be far 
longer and whatever “lifeline” we 
can throw to reinforce and foster 
community is warranted. 

In a similar vein, if you have coasted 
a bit hoping for a quick exit from the 
limitations imposed by the pandem-
ic, maybe it’s time for you too to re-
think your strategy and see where 
and how you can reestablish contact 
with parish groups and others who 
need you, as you need them. 

This is how a Chicago priest (Father 
Dan Folwaczny) describes some of 
what we are experiencing.  “What 
happens at communion? We enter 
into this deep relationship, this pres-
ence of the grace of Jesus Christ and 
in the Eucharist in particular, His 
body and soul and divinity. And so as 

From the Pastor 

Notes from the Underground: Livestream Masses 
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Gift of Treasure 
April 19  2020………....…....$13,962 
E-giving…………..…………..….$11,785 
Special…………………………….....$317 
Parish Endowment…..……….......$45 
School Endowment……….........$202 
Capital Improvement……...........$70 
 
Weekly Budget……………..….$24,500 
YTD Budget (42 weeks).$1,029,000 
YTD Income…………….....$1,030,107 
YTD Balance…………...….........$1,107 

Please  
Remember your Neighbors 

in Prayer 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

Uptown Dance
Jennifer Pirtz, Director, Parishioner 

uptowndancenormalillinois.org 
uptowndancenormalillinois@gmail.com

114 North St., Ste. A • Normal, IL 
309-585-2174

Ballet Lessons Ages 2 and Up

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L 

309.808.3768

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

309-663-8041
Andrew Herman, CFP®, RICP® Roger Herman 
andrew.herman@ roger.herman@ 
COUNTRYfinancial.com COUNTRYfinancial.com

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

Contact Iris Mitchell • imitchell@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2495

www.osfhealthcare.org

REMODELING CONTRACTORS 
(309) 828-4880 | Bloomington, Il 

www.parkerbuildersinc.net

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

(309) 205-7500 
4113 Oakland Ave • Bloomington, IL 61704

WE’RE A TRUE DESTINATION FOR FUN AND FITNESS
1507 N. Main St.

Bloomington, IL

(309) 828-8000

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

Frustrated With Low Interest Rates?
Uneasy With Market Volatility?

Our goal is to help people seek the retirement they would like to have. 
A Conservative Approach Can be a Good Thing Anytime!

• Building and Preserving Your Wealth •

Come in to find out how we can help you 
with your retirement planning.

321 Susan Drive, Suite A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Call (309) 454-9171

Insurance services offered through 
 Dennis Kagel Financial Services.



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Epiphany, Normal, IL A 4C 01-0382

Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

The Castle Theatre - “Live Music Venue”
209 E. Washington St. • Bloomington, IL

309-820-0352 | www.thecastletheatre.com

Fitness for Every Body  Fitness for Every Body  
Open to the Community Open to the Community 

Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness 
(309) 433-9355 (309) 433-9355 

advocatehealthfitness.comadvocatehealthfitness.com

• • FREE 7 DAY PASS •FREE 7 DAY PASS •

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Kenneth R. Schoenig, M.D. 
Specializing in 

Digestive Disorders

Digestive Disease 
Consultants

Parishioner of St Patrick of Merna
1302 Franklin Ave., Suite 4800 

Normal, IL 61761 
digestiveconsultant.com

309-454-5900

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


