
May 3, 2020 4th Sunday of Easter. Vision Statement: “To offer every person 
in our community a life-changing encounter with Jesus.” 



Dear Brothers and Sisters, good 
morning! 

In today’s Gospel 
(Cf. John 10:27-30), Jesus ap-
pears as the true Shepherd of 
the People of God. He speaks 
about the relationship that 
binds Him to the sheep of the 
flock, namely, to His disciples, 

and He insists on the fact that it’s a relationship of mu-
tual knowledge. “My sheep — He says — hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish” (vv. 27-
28). Reading this phrase attentively, we see that Jesus’ 
work is explained in some actions: Je-
sus speaks, Jesus knows, Jesus gives eternal 
life, Jesus guards. 

 Jesus, the Good Shepherd, is attentive to each one 
of us; He seeks us and loves us, giving us His word, 
knowing our hearts in depth, our desires and our 
hopes, as well as our failures and our disappoint-
ments. He receives and loves us as we are, with our 
good points and our bad points. He gives each one of 
us “eternal life”: that is, He offers us the possibility 
of living a full life, without end. Moreover, He guards 
us and guides us with love, helping us to go on im-
pervious paths and at times risky roads that appear 
in the path of life. 

To the verbs and gestures that describe the way in 
which Jesus, the Good Shepherd, relates to us, are 
compared the verbs that regard the sheep, namely, 
us: “hear my voice,” “follow Me.” They are actions 
that show in what way we must respond to the 
Lord’s tender and considerate attitudes. To listen to 
and to recognize His voice implies, in fact, intimacy 
with Him, which is consolidated in prayer, in the 
heart-to-heart encounter with the divine Teacher 
and Shepherd of our souls. This intimacy with Jesus, 
this being open, speaking with Jesus, reinforces in us 
the desire to follow Him, coming out of the labyrinth 
of mistaken ways, abandoning egoistical behaviors, 
to set out on new ways of fraternity and of the gift of 
ourselves, in imitation of Him. 

Let’s not forget that Jesus is the only Shepherd who 
speaks to us, who knows us, who gives us eternal life 
and guards us. We are His flock and we must only 
make an effort to hear His voice, while He scrutinizes 
with love the sincerity of our hearts. And from this con-
stant intimacy with our Shepherd, from this conversa-
tion with Him, springs the joy of following Him, allow-
ing ourselves to be led to the fullness of eternal life. 

We now turn to Mary, Mother of Christ the Good 
Shepherd. May She, who responded promptly to God’s 
call, help, in particular, all those called to the priest-
hood and to consecrated life, to receive with joy and 
willingness Christ’s invitation to be His more direct col-
laborators in the proclamation of the Gospel and in the 
service of the Kingdom of God in this our time. 

—Francis 

From Pope Francis 

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday 
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Prayers of the Faithful 
 for May 3, 2020 
  
On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, we pray that 
teens and young people will overcome fear of unworthi-
ness and truly consider a vocation to priesthood or reli-
gious life. We pray to the Lord. 
 
That the example of religious sisters and brothers will 
attract many young people to give their lives to Jesus. We 
pray to the Lord. 
 
For all Catholics struggling to discern their vocations, that 
the Holy Spirit give them wisdom and peace. We pray to 
the Lord. 
 
That God will call young men from our own parish to be-
come priests. We pray to the Lord. 
 
For those in our parish called to profess vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience. We pray to the Lord. 
 
That teachers and youth ministers will encourage children 
and teens to respond to God’s call.  We pray to the Lord. 
 
That parents have the grace to guide their children 
through the trials of life, and to help them discern not just 

their careers, but also their vocations. We pray to the 
Lord. 
 
For the deceased clergy and religious who have served 
our parish, that the Good Shepherd will welcome them 
with open arms. We pray to the Lord. 

Please Pray for your Priests, and Future Priests! 
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By Nick Mayrand, for CRUX 

April 30, 2020 

Catholic schools around the United 
States are retooling for an uncer-
tain future after the coronavirus 
pandemic. Many schools have 
earned praise for their rapid transi-
tions to online learning and creative 
outreach to families, but others 
have suffered financial death blows 
and announced that they will not 
reopen in the fall. 

Catholic school closures are not 
unique to 2020 - an annual report 
by the National Catholic Education 
Association (NCEA) found that there 
were 911 fewer Catholic schools in 
the United States this year than 
there were in 2010 - but indications 
are that the health crisis is exacer-
bating funding and enrollment is-
sues that were already endangering 
some schools. 

For example, the Diocese of Cam-
den recently announced the perma-
nent closure of five 
schools, citing both declines in reg-
istrations over the past five years 
and the anticipated financial impact 
of the pandemic as a final com-
pounding factor in their “sobering 
and painful” decision. Similar clo-
sures have happened in Harrisburg, 
Galveston-Houston, and Fall River. 

“I don’t want to be a doomsday per-
son at all, but things are very fragile 
right now,” Kathy Mears, interim 
president of the NCEA, told Crux. 
“Parents do not have the money to 
pay tuition right now, period. It’s 
not that they don’t want to… many 
are asking for extended time to pay 
in hopes that they’ll get back to 

work.” 

The inability of parents to make 
their tuition payments presents a 
major problem for schools, ex-
plained Mears, because so many 
Catholic schools have become in-
creasingly dependent on tuition as 
parish subsidies have declined over 
recent years. 

“The future is always uncertain, 
even when we’re not in a pandemic, 
so we’ll trust God and go forward,” 
said Mears. “If we’re going to have 
fewer Catholic schools, we’ll have 
fewer, but the ones we have will be 
great, and the Church will miss the 
ones that close, because schools are 
still the best evangelization tool the 
Church has.” 

Courtney Ryan, who teaches second 
grade at Lakewood Catholic Acade-
my on the outskirts of Cleveland, 
Ohio, characterized the past month 
as an unfolding traumatic event that 
has hit her young students especial-
ly hard. She told Crux that her main 
priority has been her second grad-
ers’ spiritual and emotional well-
ness. 

“It has been a very humbling experi-
ence, but it has also really affirmed 
why I went into education, and 
Catholic education more specifical-
ly,” she said. “During this period of 
trauma, I’m able to pray with my 
students, recognize what we’re 
grateful for and offer that up to 
God, and ask God for help.” 

Ministry in this setting now ranges 
from weekly Zoom meetings with 
student leaders - “They just need a 
safe space to check in and be goofy, 
be themselves” - to an Instagram 

account that Mari runs to keep the 
school’s students and broader com-
munity engaged with their Marian-
ist traditions, such as their Three 
O’clock Prayer. 

Teachers like Ryan and Mari should 
be thought of as spiritual first re-
sponders, Clare Kilbane, professor 
and Catholic education liaison for 
the McGrath Institute for Church 
Life at the University of Notre 
Dame, told Crux. 

“These teachers were already first 
responders in many ways, but now 
they’re responding to the needs of 
their students that have been exac-
erbated by the pandemic,” she said. 
“Not only are the impacts of job and 
food insecurity being experienced in 
much larger numbers in Catholic 
schools, but many more kids are 
also needing spiritual first response 
as they wrestle with tough ques-
tions, such as where is God in the 
midst of this suffering.” 

Kilbane sees this moment as a real 
opportunity for reflection on what 
makes Catholic schools unique. 
“Many of the key pieces that are 
integral to the operations of an em-
bodied, face-to-face Catholic school 
community become invisible; now, 
we have a chance to make those 
apparent again and intentionally 
recreate them,” she explained. 

“If they don’t do that,” she warned, 
“they run the risk of it not being 
clear what the Catholic school expe-
rience is, which could become a big 
problem for them in the near fu-
ture.” 



Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23 

The most well-known psalm describes peace in the 
midst of danger because of reliance on the Shepherd. 

The vocation angle: When a young person feels called 
to the priesthood or religious life, he or she can experi-
ence a lot of confusion and anxiety. But the saints tell 
us never to make a decision about one’s vocation in a 
state of fear. Rather, like the psalmist, we must learn to 
discover a place of inner peace, where we hear Jesus 
best, and then respond with full trust. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:20-25 

Jesus offers an example of suffering patiently for the 
sake of the good. 

The vocation angle: When faced with the choice of 
marriage and family or priesthood and religious life, 
people are drawn to the former by their very natures. 
Sometimes, though, sacrifices should be made for the 
sake of a great good. Like Jesus, some are called to celi-
bacy for the Kingdom of God. 

Gospel: John 10:1-10 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 
Those who hear his voice 
follow him. 

The vocation angle: To hear 
the Shepherd’s voice re-
quires quiet and pray-
er.  Pope Saint John Paul II 
said, “Young people, if they 
can be taught how to pray, 
can be trusted to know 
what to do with God’s 
call.”  Preach about prayer, 
methods of prayer, and the 
importance of listening for 
God’s voice, especially 
when making big decisions 
in life. 

—Father Eric 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

Thank you for your best wishes 
this Sunday.  It’s not easy being a 
priest, just as it isn’t easy being a 
faithful mom and day, husband 
and wife, day in and day out!  
You know what I mean.   

Vocation though is a calling, and 
there is grace enough for fidelity 
if we are willing to position our-
selves for it.  One way of course 
is to strive to remain in a state of 

grace, so that there are no obstacles to God’s love in 
our lives.  In this way the grace of the Sacraments 
doesn’t run into a bottle neck (of our making).  Another 
way of course is to ask for it, and open ourselves up to 
it.  We need to pray, pure and simple.  If we don’t posi-
tion ourselves, in prayer, for God’s goodness, for his 
word, for his encouragement, should we be surprised 
that we eventually feel blank, or seem to run out of 
steam? 

Vocation to the priesthood is a major theme this week-
end.  I encourage you to take the readings to prayer 
with these themes? 

First Reading:  Acts 2:14, 36-41 

Peter preaches to the 
crowd on Pentecost, ex-
horting them to be bap-
tized and receive the Holy 
Spirit. 

The vocation angle: When 
Peter addressed the crowd, 
“they were cut to the 
heart.” Sometimes the Holy 
Spirit speaks in a moment 
of clarity deep in one’s spir-
it. Many men who have 
been called to the priest-
hood have had this experi-
ence—during Mass, on a 
retreat, or at a youth 
event. Preach on how to 
respond to this grace: “Will 
you be like those in the 
crowd that day, who re-
sponded wholeheartedly to the call?” 

From the Pastor 

Notes from the Underground: Good Shepherd Sunday 
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Gift of Treasure 
April 19  2020………....…....$10,898 
E-giving…………..…………..….$12,369 
Special……………………………..$1,290 
Parish Endowment…..………......$249 
School Endowment……….........$114 
Capital Improvement……...........$927 
 
Weekly Budget……………..….$24,500 
YTD Budget (43 weeks).$1,053,500 
YTD Income…………….....$1,053,318 
YTD Balance…………...….............$182 

Please  
Remember your Neighbors 

in Prayer 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

Uptown Dance
Jennifer Pirtz, Director, Parishioner 

uptowndancenormalillinois.org 
uptowndancenormalillinois@gmail.com

114 North St., Ste. A • Normal, IL 
309-585-2174

Ballet Lessons Ages 2 and Up

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L 

309.808.3768

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

309-663-8041
Andrew Herman, CFP®, RICP® Roger Herman 
andrew.herman@ roger.herman@ 
COUNTRYfinancial.com COUNTRYfinancial.com

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

Contact Iris Mitchell • imitchell@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2495

www.osfhealthcare.org

REMODELING CONTRACTORS 
(309) 828-4880 | Bloomington, Il 

www.parkerbuildersinc.net

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

(309) 205-7500 
4113 Oakland Ave • Bloomington, IL 61704

WE’RE A TRUE DESTINATION FOR FUN AND FITNESS
1507 N. Main St.

Bloomington, IL

(309) 828-8000

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

Frustrated With Low Interest Rates?
Uneasy With Market Volatility?

Our goal is to help people seek the retirement they would like to have. 
A Conservative Approach Can be a Good Thing Anytime!

• Building and Preserving Your Wealth •

Come in to find out how we can help you 
with your retirement planning.

321 Susan Drive, Suite A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Call (309) 454-9171

Insurance services offered through 
 Dennis Kagel Financial Services.
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

The Castle Theatre - “Live Music Venue”
209 E. Washington St. • Bloomington, IL

309-820-0352 | www.thecastletheatre.com

Fitness for Every Body  Fitness for Every Body  
Open to the Community Open to the Community 

Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness 
(309) 433-9355 (309) 433-9355 

advocatehealthfitness.comadvocatehealthfitness.com

• • FREE 7 DAY PASS •FREE 7 DAY PASS •

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Kenneth R. Schoenig, M.D. 
Specializing in 

Digestive Disorders

Digestive Disease 
Consultants

Parishioner of St Patrick of Merna
1302 Franklin Ave., Suite 4800 

Normal, IL 61761 
digestiveconsultant.com

309-454-5900

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


