
May 10, 2020 6th Sunday of Easter  
 

Vision Statement: “To offer every person in our 
community a life-changing encoun-

ter with Jesus.” 



Dear Brothers and Sisters, good 
morning! 

In our continuing catechesis 
on prayer, we now consider its 
essential characteristics. Prayer 
involves our entire being 
yearning for some “other” be-
yond ourselves. Specifically 
Christian prayer is born from 

the realization that the “other” we are seeking has 
been revealed in the tender face of Jesus, who teaches 
us to call God “Father”, and wants personally to enter 
into relationship with us. In his farewell discourse at 
the Last Supper, Jesus no longer calls his disciples serv-
ants but friends. When we commune with God in pray-
er, we need not be fearful, for he is a friend, a trusted 
ally. Whatever our situation, or however poorly we 
may think of ourselves, God is always faithful, and will-
ing to embrace us in mercy. We see this unconditional 
love on Calvary, for the Lord never stops loving, even 
to the end. Let us seek to pray by entering into this 
mystery of God’s unending Covenant with us. This is 
the burning heart of every Christian prayer: entrusting 
ourselves to the loving and merciful arms of our heav-
enly Father.  

— 

Let’s ask God, through 
Mary’s intercession, for 
peace in the world, the end 
of the pandemic, a spirit of 
penance and our conver-
sion… 

On this Liturgical Memorial 
of Our Lady of Fati-
ma, Pope Francis made this 
appeal toward the conclu-
sion of his General Audi-
ence, this Wednesday, May 
13th, 2020, in his papal 
library, in the midst of the 
pandemic of coronavirus 
worldwide, as he focused 
today’s catechesis on es-

sential characteristics of prayer. 

Recalling the Marian apparitions in Fatima, Portugal, 
the Pope said: “We turn in thought to Her apparitions 
and to Her message transmitted to the world, as well 
as to the attack on Saint John Paul II, who in the spar-
ing of his life, saw the maternal intervention of the 
Holy Virgin.” 

Fatima has confirmed that this year there will be no 
faithful present at today’s festivities. 

“In our prayer, let us ask God, through the intercession 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,” Francis said, “for 
peace in the world, the end of the pandemic, a spirit of 
penance and our conversion.” 

“Next Monday,” the Pontiff reminded, “will be the cen-
tenary of Saint John Paul II’s birth,” Pope Francis said, 
reminding I will celebrate Mass at 7:00 am in front of 
the altar  of his tomb, and it will be broadcast world-
wide for all. 

“We thank God for giving us this Bishop of Rome, this 
Holy Bishop, and we ask him to help us: to help this 
Church of Rome to convert and go forward. I bless you 
from my heart.”  

—Francis 

From Pope Francis 

A New Series on Prayer 
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When a group of schoolboys were marooned on an island in 1965, it turned 
out very differently from William Golding’s bestseller, writes Rutger Bregman 

For centuries western culture has been permeated by the idea that humans 
are selfish creatures. That cynical image of humanity in Lord of the Flies has 
been proclaimed in films and novels, history books and scientific research. 
But in the last 20 years, something extraordinary has happened. Scientists 
from all over the world have switched to a more hopeful view of mankind. 
This development is still so young that researchers in different fields often 
don’t even know about each other. 

When I started writing a book about this more hopeful view, I knew there 
was one story I would have to address. It takes place on a deserted island 
somewhere in the Pacific. A plane has just gone down. The only survivors are 
some British schoolboys, who can’t believe their good fortune. Nothing but 
beach, shells and water for miles. And better yet: no grownups. 

On the very first day, the boys institute a democracy of sorts. One boy, Ralph, 
is elected to be the group’s leader. Athletic, charismatic and handsome, his 
game plan is simple: 1) Have fun. 2) Survive. 3) Make smoke signals for pass-
ing ships. Number one is a success. The others? Not so much. The boys are 
more interested in feasting and frolicking than in tending the fire. Before 
long, they have begun painting their faces. Casting off their clothes. And they 
develop overpowering urges – to pinch, to kick, to bite. 

By the time a British naval officer comes ashore, the island is a smoldering 
wasteland. Three of the children are dead. “I should have thought,” the 
officer says, “that a pack of British boys would have been able to put up a 
better show than that.” At this, Ralph bursts into tears. “Ralph wept for the 
end of innocence,” we read, and for “the darkness of man’s heart”. 

This story never happened. An English schoolmaster, William Golding, made 
up this story in 1951 – his novel Lord of the Flies would sell tens of millions of 
copies, be translated into more than 30 languages and hailed as one of the 
classics of the 20th century. In hindsight, the secret to the book’s success is 
clear. Golding had a masterful ability to portray the darkest depths of man-
kind. Of course, he had the zeitgeist of the 1960s on his side, when a new 
generation was questioning its parents about the atrocities of the Second 
World War. Had Auschwitz been an anomaly, they wanted to know, or is 
there a Nazi hiding in each of us? 

I first read Lord of the Flies as a teenager. I remember feeling disillusioned 
afterwards, but not for a second did I think to doubt Golding’s view of human 
nature. That didn’t happen until years later when I began delving into the au-
thor’s life. I learned what an unhappy individual he had been: an alcoholic, 
prone to depression. “I have always understood the Nazis,” Golding con-
fessed, “because I am of that sort by nature.” And it was “partly out of that 

sad self-knowledge” that he 
wrote Lord of the Flies. 

I began to wonder: had anyone 
ever studied what real children 
would do if they found them-
selves alone on a deserted is-
land? I wrote an article on the 
subject, in which I compared 

Lord of the Flies to modern scientific 
insights and concluded that, in all 
probability, kids would act very 
differently. Readers responded 
skeptically. All my examples con-
cerned kids at home, at school, or at 
summer camp. Thus began my 
quest for a real-life Lord of the Flies. 
After trawling the web for a while, I 
came across an obscure blog that 
told an arresting story: “One day, in 
1977, six boys set out from Tonga 
on a fishing trip ... Caught in a huge 
storm, the boys were shipwrecked 
on a deserted island. What do they 
do, this little tribe? They made a 
pact never to quarrel.” 

The article did not provide any 
sources. But sometimes all it takes is 
a stroke of luck. Sifting through a 
newspaper archive one day, I typed 
a year incorrectly and there it was. 
The reference to 1977 turned out to 
have been a typo. In the 6 October 
1966 edition of Australian newspa-
per The Age, a headline jumped out 
at me: “Sunday showing for Tongan 
castaways”. The story concerned six 
boys who had been found three 
weeks earlier on a rocky islet south 
of Tonga, an island group in the Pa-
cific Ocean. The boys had been res-
cued by an Australian sea captain 
after being marooned on the island 
of ‘Ata for more than a year.  

My wife Maartje and I rented a car 
in Brisbane and some three hours 
later arrived at our destination, a 
spot in the middle of nowhere that 
stumped Google Maps. Yet there he 
was, sitting out in front of a low-
slung house off the dirt road: the 
man who rescued six lost boys 50 



years ago, Captain Peter Warner. 

Peter had gone to work for his fa-
ther’s company, yet the sea still 
beckoned, and whenever he could 
he went to Tasmania, where he 
kept his own fishing fleet. It was this 
that brought him to Tonga in the 
winter of 1966. On the way home 
he took a little detour and that’s 
when he saw it: a minuscule island 
in the azure sea, ‘Ata. The island 
had been inhabited once, until one 
dark day in 1863, when a slave ship 
appeared on the horizon and sailed 
off with the natives. Since then, ‘Ata 
had been deserted – cursed and 
forgotten. 

But Peter noticed something odd. 
Peering through his binoculars, he 
saw burned patches on the green 
cliffs. “In the tropics it’s unusual for 
fires to start spontaneously,” he 
told us, a half century later. Then he 
saw a boy. Naked. Hair down to his 
shoulders. This wild creature leaped 
from the cliffside and plunged into 
the water. Suddenly more boys fol-
lowed, screaming at the top of their 
lungs. It didn’t take long for the first 
boy to reach the boat. “My name is 
Stephen,” he cried in perfect Eng-
lish. “There are six of us and we 
reckon we’ve been here 15 
months.” 

The boys, once aboard, claimed 
they were students at a boarding 
school in Nuku‘alofa, the Tongan 
capital. Sick of school meals, they 
had decided to take a fishing boat 
out one day, only to get caught in a 
storm. Likely story, Peter thought. 
Using his two-way radio, he called in 
to Nuku‘alofa. “I’ve got six kids 
here,” he told the operator. “Stand 
by,” came the response. Twenty 
minutes ticked by. (As Peter tells 
this part of the story, he gets a little 
misty-eyed.) Finally, a very tearful 
operator came on the radio, and 
said: “You found them! These boys 
have been given up for dead. Funer-

any of them to bring a map, 
let alone a compass. 

No one noticed the small craft leav-
ing the harbour that evening. Skies 
were fair; only a mild breeze ruffled 
the calm sea. But that night the boys 
made a grave error. They fell asleep. 
A few hours later they awoke to wa-
ter crashing down over their heads. 
It was dark. They hoisted the sail, 
which the wind promptly tore to 
shreds. Next to break was the rud-
der. “We drifted for eight days,” 
Mano told me. “Without food. With-
out water.” The boys tried catching 
fish. They managed to collect some 
rainwater in hollowed-out coconut 
shells and shared it equally between 
them, each taking a sip in the morn-
ing and another in the evening. 

Then, on the eighth day, they spied 
a miracle on the horizon. A small 
island, to be precise. Not a tropical 
paradise with waving palm trees and 
sandy beaches, but a hulking mass 
of rock, jutting up more than a thou-
sand feet out of the ocean. These 
days, ‘Ata is considered uninhabita-
ble. But “by the time we arrived,” 
Captain Warner wrote in his mem-
oirs, “the boys had set up a small 
commune with food garden, hol-
lowed-out tree trunks to store rain-

Page 4 als have been held. If it’s them, this 
is a miracle!” 

In the months that followed I tried 
to reconstruct as precisely as possi-
ble what had happened on ‘Ata. 
Peter’s memory turned out to be 
excellent. Even at the age of 90, 
everything he recounted was con-
sistent with my foremost other 
source, Mano, 15 years old at the 
time and now pushing 70, who lived 
just a few hours’ drive from him. 
The real Lord of the Flies, Mano told 
us, began in June 1965. The protag-
onists were six boys – Sione, Ste-
phen, Kolo, David, Luke and Mano – 
all pupils at a strict Catholic board-
ing school in Nuku‘alofa. The oldest 
was 16, the youngest 13, and they 
had one main thing in common: 
they were bored witless. So they 
came up with a plan to escape: to 
Fiji, some 500 miles away, or even 
all the way to New Zealand. 

There was only one obstacle. None 
of them owned a boat, so they de-
cided to “borrow” one from Mr 
Taniela Uhila, a fisherman they all 
disliked. The boys took little time to 
prepare for the voyage. Two sacks 
of bananas, a few coconuts and a 
small gas burner were all the sup-
plies they packed. It didn’t occur to 
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YTD Balance…………...…............$479 

Please  
Remember your Neighbors 

in Prayer 

A Big Thank You for 
keeping the parish’s 
financial needs before 
you, when you have so 
much on your minds!  
Bless you for your ded-
ication to the parish 
and to Outreach Minis-
try (among fellow pa-
rishioners, and to our 
neighbors). 



Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

Some good news: 

We received permission from the diocese to 
offer Holy Communion to the faithful, and not 
just in extreme cases. 

At Epiphany, we will link the distribution of 
Holy Communion with our on-line Sunday 
Masses. You are encouraged to either follow 
the online Mass at home or in our parking lot. 
At the conclusion, Holy Communion will be 
distributed at the parish for as long as need-
ed. To accommodate the numbers we think/

hope will be interested, we are spacing out the Mass times. 

Our online Masses will now be at 7:30 AM and 10:30 AM. Confes-
sions with either priest will continue to be by appointment. A collec-
tion basket will be available for donations in support of the parish. 

Holy Communion will be offered in two ways: 

1. Anyone who wishes to remain in their vehicle should drive be-
hind the church from the east and pull under the drop-off canopy 
such that their vehicle is facing College Avenue. Deacon Mark Cleary 
will distribute Holy Communion to everyone in the car at the drop-
off canopy. 

2. All others are invited to park in the front lot of the church and 
walk to the area in front of the main entry.  Please be sure everyone 
is wearing a face mask. Volunteers will be on hand to direct 
traffic.  Fathers Eric and Joe will distribute Holy Communion. 

Unfortunately, families will have to return to their vehicles immedi-
ately for their Act of Thanksgiving. Parents, please ensure a time of 
reflection for your families in the lot or as you drive home. 

We will evaluate the process after the weekend and modify as 
needed. 

Family groups must stay together. Family groups and individuals 
should maintain a 6 foot separation. 

We will only be able to give Holy Communion to those present, so 
please do not ask to take the Blessed Sacrament home with you for 
someone else. 

Thank you for 
your patience 
these past few 
months. May 
God bless you 
and your loved 
ones, and our 
diocese, parish 
and town! 

—Father Eric 

From the Pastor 

Holy Communion Returns 

water, a gymnasium with curious weights, a 
badminton court, chicken pens and a perma-
nent fire, all from handiwork, an old knife blade 
and much determination.” While the boys in 
Lord of the Flies come to blows over the fire, 
those in this real-life version tended their flame 
so it never went out, for more than a year. 

The kids agreed to work in teams of two, draw-
ing up a strict roster for garden, kitchen and 
guard duty. Sometimes they quarreled, but 
whenever that happened they solved it by im-
posing a time-out. Their days began and ended 
with song and prayer. Kolo fashioned a make-
shift guitar from a piece of driftwood, half a 
coconut shell and six steel wires salvaged from 
their wrecked boat – an instrument Peter has 
kept all these years – and played it to help lift 
their spirits. And their spirits needed lifting. All 
summer long it hardly rained, driving the boys 
frantic with thirst. They tried constructing a raft 
in order to leave the island, but it fell apart in 
the crashing surf. 

They survived initially on fish, coconuts, tame 
birds (they drank the blood as well as eating 
the meat); seabird eggs were sucked dry. Later, 
when they got to the top of the island, they 
found an ancient volcanic crater, where people 
had lived a century before. There the boys dis-
covered wild taro, bananas and chickens (which 
had been reproducing for the 100 years since 
the last Tongans had left). 

They were finally rescued on Sunday 11 Sep-
tember 1966. The local physician later ex-
pressed astonishment at their muscled phy-
siques and Stephen’s perfectly healed leg.  

While the boys of ‘Ata have been consigned to 
obscurity, Golding’s book is still widely read. 
Media historians even credit him as being the 
unwitting originator of one of the most popular 
entertainment genres on television today: reali-
ty TV. “I read and reread Lord of the Flies,” di-
vulged the creator of hit series Survivor in an 
interview. 

It’s time we told a different kind of story. The 
real Lord of the Flies is a tale of friendship and 
loyalty; one that illustrates how much strong-
er we are if we can lean on each other. “Life 
has taught me a great deal,” Peter said, 
“including the lesson that you should always 
look for what is good and positive in people.” 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

Uptown Dance
Jennifer Pirtz, Director, Parishioner 

uptowndancenormalillinois.org 
uptowndancenormalillinois@gmail.com

114 North St., Ste. A • Normal, IL 
309-585-2174

Ballet Lessons Ages 2 and Up

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L 

309.808.3768

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

309-663-8041
Andrew Herman, CFP®, RICP® Roger Herman 
andrew.herman@ roger.herman@ 
COUNTRYfinancial.com COUNTRYfinancial.com

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

Contact Iris Mitchell • imitchell@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2495

www.osfhealthcare.org

REMODELING CONTRACTORS 
(309) 828-4880 | Bloomington, Il 

www.parkerbuildersinc.net

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

(309) 205-7500 
4113 Oakland Ave • Bloomington, IL 61704

WE’RE A TRUE DESTINATION FOR FUN AND FITNESS
1507 N. Main St.

Bloomington, IL

(309) 828-8000

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

Frustrated With Low Interest Rates?
Uneasy With Market Volatility?

Our goal is to help people seek the retirement they would like to have. 
A Conservative Approach Can be a Good Thing Anytime!

• Building and Preserving Your Wealth •

Come in to find out how we can help you 
with your retirement planning.

321 Susan Drive, Suite A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Call (309) 454-9171

Insurance services offered through 
 Dennis Kagel Financial Services.



Liliana Timoorazi 
Broker, CRS,  GRI 

  Award Winner for Impecable Customer Service , Loyalty & Integrity 
(309) 826-5559 • www.lilianacoldwellhomes.com

A Relationship that will last forever
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

The Castle Theatre - “Live Music Venue”
209 E. Washington St. • Bloomington, IL

309-820-0352 | www.thecastletheatre.com

Fitness for Every Body  Fitness for Every Body  
Open to the Community Open to the Community 

Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness 
(309) 433-9355 (309) 433-9355 

advocatehealthfitness.comadvocatehealthfitness.com

• • FREE 7 DAY PASS •FREE 7 DAY PASS •

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Kenneth R. Schoenig, M.D. 
Specializing in 

Digestive Disorders

Digestive Disease 
Consultants

Parishioner of St Patrick of Merna
1302 Franklin Ave., Suite 4800 

Normal, IL 61761 
digestiveconsultant.com

309-454-5900

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


