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Epiphany Parish Vision Statement: “To offer every person in 
our community a life-changing encounter with Jesus”. 
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Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us 
that our common home is like a 
sister with whom we share our 
life and a beautiful mother who 
opens her arms to embrace us. 
“Praise be to you, my Lord, 
through our Sister, Mother Earth, 
who sustains and governs us, and 
who produces various fruit with 
colored flowers and herbs”. 

This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we 
have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and abuse 
of the goods with which God has endowed her. We have 
come to see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled 
to plunder her at will. The violence present in our hearts, 
wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sick-
ness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all 
forms of life. This is why the earth herself, burdened and 
laid waste, is among the most abandoned and maltreat-
ed of our poor; she “groans in travail” (Rom 8:22). We 
have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the earth 
(cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are made up of her ele-
ments, we breathe her air and we receive life and re-
freshment from her waters. 

The urgent challenge to protect our common home in-
cludes a concern to bring the whole human family to-
gether to seek a sustainable and integral development, 

for we know that things can change. The Creator does 
not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or re-
pents of having created us. Humanity still has the ability 
to work together in building our common home. Here I 
want to recognize, encourage and thank all those striving 
in countless ways to guarantee the protection of the 
home which we share. Particular appreciation is owed to 
those who tirelessly seek to resolve the tragic effects of 
environmental degradation on the lives of the world’s 
poorest.  

We need a conversation which includes everyone, since 
the environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its 
human roots, concern and affect us all. The worldwide 
ecological movement has already made considerable 
progress and led to the establishment of numerous or-
ganizations committed to raising awareness of these 
challenges. Regrettably, many efforts to seek concrete 
solutions to the environmental crisis have proved ineffec-
tive, not only because of powerful opposition but also 
because of a more general lack of interest. Obstructionist 
attitudes, even on the part of believers, can range from 
denial of the problem to indifference, nonchalant resig-
nation or blind confidence in technical solutions. We re-
quire a new and universal solidarity. As the bishops of 
Southern Africa have stated: “Everyone’s talents and in-
volvement are needed to redress the damage caused by 
human abuse of God’s creation”.  —Francis 

From Pope Francis 

Care for Creation (Revisited) 
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Bishop Barron on 
Evangelizing those 
with no faith 

“We do have a fight on our 
hands, but the great saints 
of our church have always 
loved a good fight, and we 
should too.”   

 Scientism 

The culture’s embrace of “scientism”, or the philo-
sophical belief that the only valuable knowledge is 
scientific knowledge, is one of the great challenges 
that evangelists face today, Bishop Barron said.  “Let 
me be clear: the Catholic Church has nothing against 
the sciences, the church stands with the sciences at 
their best,” he said. “What the Church opposes is sci-
entism, or the reduction of all knowledge to the scien-
tific form of knowledge.”  Actually, scientism as a phi-
losophy is self-refuting, he noted.  “Scientism is not 
discoverable through the scientific method. Where did 
you empirically verify and test through experimenta-
tion that only scientific knowledge is valuable? Scien-
tism is a philosophical position and therefore self-

refuting,” he said.  But it can be challenge for evange-
lizers, who are speaking to the world about God.  
“When we (as a culture) isolate ourselves from all ref-
erences to the transcendent, we do damage to the 
human heart, we do damage to the human spirit,” he 
said. 

The culture of self-determination 

What was once a fringe philosophical idea known as 
voluntarism, from philosophers like Nietzsche and oth-
ers, is now mainstream thought among the millennial 
generation in the United States.  The core belief of this 
philosophy, embraced widely by young people, is that 
freedom defines identity.  “My freedom comes first, 
and then I determine essence, who I am, the meaning 
of my life. It’s all based on my freedom - my sexuality, 
my gender, purpose of my life is all up to me,” he ex-
plained.  But to evangelize is to say that “your life is 
not about you, your life is not up to you,” Bishop Bar-
ron said. “Remember the ecstatic expression of St. 
Paul: it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
mean. When you’ve been seized by the power of Jesus 
Christ, your little ego-drama becomes pretty unim-
portant.”.    Barron then presented three opportuni-
ties for evangelization based on the three transcen-
dentals: truth, goodness and beauty. 
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The Saint Who Laughed His Way To 
Heaven, May 26 Feast Day 

Celebrating St. Philip Neri, the patron saint of humor 

Bishop Sheen once said, “A divine sense of humor belongs 
to poets and saints because they have been richly en-
dowed with a sense of the invisible, and can look out up-
on the same phenomena that other mortals take seriously 
and see in them something of the divine.” And so, sanctity 
is related to humor. That is why the saints laughed at 
themselves, knowing that this universe is only a stepping-
off place to their eternal goal, and to take this world seri-
ously is utter foolishness. 

St. Philip Neri definitely had this type of humor. A snow-
white beard, sparkling blue eyes, and a rich sense of hu-
mor made the “good Pippo” one of the brightest lights 
during the hectic days of the Renaissance. The City of 
Rome was his Apostolate, and there he made acquaint-
ance with fifteen popes, was a lifelong friend of such 
saints as Ignatius, Francis Xavier, Charles Borromeo, and 
Camillus of Lellis. 

Neri first realized his vocation through contact with the 

sick and diseased of the Roman alleys and gutters. He vis-
ited the hospitals and brought food and gifts to the desti-
tute patients, always joking and laughing with them to 
build up their morale. Neri often visited the Catacombs to 
pray and meditate, and it was there in the month of May 
or June, 1544, that he was mysteriously thrown to the 
floor and a ball of fire “entered his mouth and lodged in 
his chest.” Soon recovering from the shock, he put his 
hand to his left side and found a swelling as large as his 
fist. St. Philip Neri was definitely a mystic even before 
this, but at this time in his life his mystical experiences 
reached a climax, and left the visible mark he carried to 
his grave.  

Neri was now a marked man, and it was partially on ac-
count of this that for the rest of his life he engaged in ludi-
crous pranks, read joke books, and played the “clown” in 
general. His sanctity was so noticed that he had to spend 
most of his time trying to tear down his own reputation in 
people’s eyes. His joviality prevented people from discov-
ering how holy he was, and even toned down his own 
sense of God so that he could get through his external 
religious duties. He never knew when he would be rapt 
into an ecstasy, and feared that it would take hold of him 
while in the presence of others. 

Philip went to incredible lengths to prevent these good 
opinions of himself. He walked around in large white 
shoes; dressed in bizarre “get-ups” whenever he thought 
he would meet any of the Cardinals; wore all his clothes 
turned inside out; often wore a fur cloak through the 
streets of Rome to make people think he was vain; carried 
a pack of brooms and stopped every once in a while and 
smelled them, as though they were scented flowers; 
shaved his beard on one side only; wore his biretta 
cocked sideways. He wanted to be the fool for Christ. 

Later on, when Philip founded the Congregation of the 
Oratory, he made his confreres do the same. A certain 
Father was a pet victim; Philip often sent him out with 
purple taffeta and gold lace around his hat. One of the lay
-brothers was sent into the dining hall one night during a 
meal carrying on his shoulders a monkey holding a gun 
and wearing a biretta, with a visiting Cardinal present! 
One of Neri’s followers asked permission to wear a hair-
shirt. “Sure,” was Neri’s reply, “only inside out, and over 
your cassock,”-a type of mortification the subject hadn’t 
bargained for. People never lost their respect for this 
saintly jester, though he tried everything imaginable to 
destroy their esteem. No harm was ever done by his fan-
tasticality: it only made them venerate him all the more. 
He knew just how far to go. 



Dear Epiphany Parishioners and Friends,  

We bless all our graduates on their way, espe-
cially today in the midst of the Coronavirus 
disaster!  Grade School, High School, and Col-
lege.  Transitions are always hard, especially 
today, but the pressure, education, new 
friends and viewpoints all contribute to the 
betterment of the world.   

And what a graduation it was?!  Ceremonies 
online, in parked cars, in drive by visits from 

administrators, and so on!   

It’s fair to say that no graduate from 8th grade on up will ever for-
get 2020.  But the betterment of the world still awaits you, dear 
graduates!  I hope and pray many of you will devote yourselves to 
the sciences, medicine, health care.  And the many other fields 
where the immediate goal is service to neighbor.  Humanity, and 
our common home—the earth—are in need of servant-hearted 
people who will lead us into a new generation. 

On this Solemnity  of Pentecost and end of the Easter Season, let us 
implore the Holy Spirit of God to correct, reprove, discipline us for 
… and then mercifully inspire creative strategies to find cures for 
disease and help our world at every level prosper.   

—Father Eric 

From the Pastor 

An Odd Graduation Season 

 

Gift of Treasure 
May  24,  2020…..…...$18,408 
E-giving…….…………...…..$9,822 
Special………………………….$390 
Parish Endowment…...........$40 
School Endowment………….$25 
Capital Improvement……..$325 
 
Weekly Budget……..…..$24,500 
YTD (47 wks)…….…$1,151,500 
YTD Income……......$1,154,983 
YTD Balance………….......$3,483 

Please  
Remember your Neighbors 

in Prayer 

Thank You for keep-
ing the parish’s fi-
nancial needs be-

fore you, when you 
have so much on 

your minds!  Bless 
you for your dedica-

tion to the parish 
and to Outreach 
Ministry (among 

fellow parishioners, 
and to our neigh-

bors). 

Class of 2020, we Bless You 
and Salute You! 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

Uptown Dance
Jennifer Pirtz, Director, Parishioner 

uptowndancenormalillinois.org 
uptowndancenormalillinois@gmail.com

114 North St., Ste. A • Normal, IL 
309-585-2174

Ballet Lessons Ages 2 and Up

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L 

309.808.3768

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

309-663-8041
Andrew Herman, CFP®, RICP® Roger Herman 
andrew.herman@ roger.herman@ 
COUNTRYfinancial.com COUNTRYfinancial.com

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

Contact Iris Mitchell • imitchell@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2495

www.osfhealthcare.org

REMODELING CONTRACTORS 
(309) 828-4880 | Bloomington, Il 

www.parkerbuildersinc.net

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

(309) 205-7500 
4113 Oakland Ave • Bloomington, IL 61704

WE’RE A TRUE DESTINATION FOR FUN AND FITNESS
1507 N. Main St.

Bloomington, IL

(309) 828-8000

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

Frustrated With Low Interest Rates?
Uneasy With Market Volatility?

Our goal is to help people seek the retirement they would like to have. 
A Conservative Approach Can be a Good Thing Anytime!

• Building and Preserving Your Wealth •

Come in to find out how we can help you 
with your retirement planning.

321 Susan Drive, Suite A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Call (309) 454-9171

Insurance services offered through 
 Dennis Kagel Financial Services.



Liliana Timoorazi 
Broker, CRS,  GRI 

  Award Winner for Impecable Customer Service , Loyalty & Integrity 
(309) 826-5559 • www.lilianacoldwellhomes.com

A Relationship that will last forever
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

The Castle Theatre - “Live Music Venue”
209 E. Washington St. • Bloomington, IL

309-820-0352 | www.thecastletheatre.com

Fitness for Every Body  Fitness for Every Body  
Open to the Community Open to the Community 

Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness 
(309) 433-9355 (309) 433-9355 

advocatehealthfitness.comadvocatehealthfitness.com

• • FREE 7 DAY PASS •FREE 7 DAY PASS •

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Kenneth R. Schoenig, M.D. 
Specializing in 

Digestive Disorders

Digestive Disease 
Consultants

Parishioner of St Patrick of Merna
1302 Franklin Ave., Suite 4800 

Normal, IL 61761 
digestiveconsultant.com

309-454-5900

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


