
Epiphany Catholic Church 
Diocese of Peoria  

June 14, 2020, Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

Epiphany Parish Vision Statement: “To offer every person in our 
community a life-changing encounter with Jesus” 
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Prayers for after Receiving 
my First Holy Communion 

Once the family has exited church and found 
a private spot to gather and rejoice, these 
are a few prayers that can be used (in addi-
tion to spontaneous prayers). 

Prayer of Saint Thomas Aquinas 

Lord, Father all-powerful and ever-living God, I thank 
You, for even though I am a sinner, your unprofitable 
servant, not because of my worth but in the kind-
ness of your mercy, You have fed me with the Pre-
cious Body & Blood of Your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

I pray that this Holy Communion may not bring me 
condemnation and punishment but forgiveness and 
salvation. May it be a helmet of faith and a shield of 
good will. 

May it purify me from evil ways and put an end to 
my evil passions. 

May it bring me charity and patience, humility and 
obedience, and growth in the power to do good. 

May it be my strong defense against all my enemies, 
visible and invisible, and the perfect calming of all 
my evil impulses, bodily and spiritual. 

May it unite me more closely to you, the One true 
God, and lead me safely through death to ever-
lasting happiness with You. 

And I pray that You will lead me, a sinner, to the 
banquet where you, with Your Son and holy Spirit, 
are true and perfect light, total fulfillment, ever-
lasting joy, gladness without end, and perfect 
happiness to your saints. grant this through Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

Prayer to the Most Holy  
Redeemer 

 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me. 
Body of Christ, save me. 
Blood of Christ, embolden me. 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me. 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me. 
O good Jesus, hear me. 
Within your wounds hide me. 
Never permit me to be parted from you. 
From the evil Enemy defend me. 
At the hour of my death call me 
and bid me come to you, 
that with your Saints I may praise you 
for age upon age. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer of Self-Offering 
Receive, Lord, my entire freedom. 
Accept the whole of my memory, 
my intellect and my will. 
Whatever I have or possess, 
it was you who gave it to me; 
I restore it to you in full, 
and I surrender it completely 
to the guidance of your will. 
Give me only love of you 
together with your grace, 
and I am rich enough 
and ask for nothing more. 
Amen. 

 



 
Gift of Treasure 
June 7,  2020…..………$16,999 
E-giving…….……………...$10,299 
Special……………………….$1,313 
Parish Endowment….........$461 
School Endowment………..$156 
Capital Improvement……..$696 
 
Weekly Budget……..….$24,500 
YTD (49 wks)…….…$1,200,500 
YTD Income……......$1,204,299 
YTD Balance………….......$3,799 

Darlene 
Kriwiel, sis-
ter of Mari-
lyn (Jeffrey) 
Kneiss 
 
  

Please 
Pray for 
our  

Faithful Departed…   
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.  And 
let the perpetual light shine upon them.  And 
may the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
Amen. 

Mass Schedule June 2020 
 

Daily Mass is Tue-Fri 9am.  Doors open 
at 8:30am.  We will continue to 
livestream from Father Eric’s FB page 
and offer Holy Communion at the can-
opy till 9:45am.  At daily Mass, please 
be prepared to help wipe down the 
pews. 
 
On Sunday, we will have 7:30am and 
10:30am Masses.  Doors open 1/2 hour 
before Mass.  The 7:30am Mass will be 
televised, with Communion offered at 
the Drop-off Canopy for those who 
prefer to remain apart.  On the 27th, 
we will add a 4pm Vigil Mass. 
 
The reason for the slow unrolling of a 
regular schedule is so that we can offer 
two First Communion Masses on Cor-
pus Christi (June 13/14) and offer two 
Confirmation Masses to 8th graders on 
the 20/21. 

Employment Opportunities at Epiphany Cath-
olic School for the 2020-2021 School Year 

 
The following employment opportunities are available at Epipha-
ny Catholic School for the 2020-2021 school year.  Please con-
tact Mike Lootens if interested.  The deadline to apply is Mon-
day—July 6, 2020. mike.lootens@epiphanyschools.org  
Athletic Director 
Job responsibilities include the coordinating and scheduling of 
contests and the facility, oversight of the entire 5-8 extra-
curricular program, supervision of home events at Epiphany and 
all other aspects that are included in with the  extra-curricular 
program.  Salary is commensurate with experience and qualifica-
tions. 
Daytime Custodian 
Position requires a commitment from 9:00am – 2:15pm each 
day.  The position includes general maintenance and set-up and 
the cleaning of the lunch room each day.  The job also requires 
snow removal in the winter.  Salary is $10.00/hour. 
LUNCH SUPERVISOR 
Position requires a commitment from 11:15am – 1:15pm each 

day.  Position includes  being part of a team that supervises 

lunch recess, both outdoor and indoor,  for Grades K-8.  Salary is 

$10.00/hour. 



Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

This is a Blessed Day in 2020.  It is 
one of the greatest days of your 
child’s life, after Baptism and before 
the other Sacraments. 

It is a day in which your child encoun-
ters the Lord of Lords sacramentally, 
that is, under the sign of Bread.  
Within that bread is the entire Lord.  
The catechism puts it so well. 

“In the most blessed sacrament of 
the Eucharist ‘the body and blood, 

together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and, therefore, the whole Christ is truly, really, and sub-
stantially contained.’ This presence is called 'real' ... be-
cause it is presence in the fullest sense: it is a substantial 
presence by which Christ, God and man, makes himself 
wholly and entirely present." CCC 1374  

Today, you encoun-
tered the stories of 
a few saints at the 
time of their First Holy Com-
munions.  Here in the bulletin 
I would like to dig deep into 
our history and share the life 
and devotion of a boy who 
loved Jesus in the Eucharist 
very much.  May his story 
serve to illuminate and bless 
each of us. 

St. Tarcisius (246-258 AD) 

St. Tarcisius was an altar boy during 
the ferocious anti-Christian persecu-
tion of the Roman emperor Valerian. 
The Christians would meet each 
morning in a hidden part of the cata-
combs to celebrate Mass and then 
normally a deacon would take the 
Eucharist to those Christians con-
demned to die in prison.  

After the death of Pope St. Sixtus and 
several of the deacons with him, there 

From the Pastor 

First Holy Communion 
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The Catacomb Cemetery of the Popes 

Mass in the Catacombs 

Saint Tarcisius 

My gratitude to Julie Lohr, 
Jami Monge, and our many 
aides for their service in 
preparation of our 2nd Grad-
ers this past year.  Despite 
restricted contact with the 
students, and definitely no 
show and tell in the church/
confessionals, the students 
were well prepared for their 
First Confessions and First 
Communions. 



were no deacons left to transport the Eucharist as 
viaticum to the Christians on death 
row, so they entrusted the task to 
the young altar boy who knew the 
routine and had long shown a both 
fidelity and courage. 

As he was heading up the Appian 
Way with the blessed Sacrament 
concealed under his shirt, a group of 
pagan boys met him. They asked 
them to join their games but he po-
litely declined. They noticed he was 
carrying something. They had some 
sense that he was a forbidden Chris-
tian and they surmised that he 
might be carrying the Christian 
"mysteries." So the small mob of 
boys started to gang up on him to 
get him to show them what he was 
transporting. Tarcisius knew the 
boys and had no doubt that they 
would treat the Eucharist sacrile-
giously, so he refused to allow them 
to get their hands on the Eucharist, 
even as they beat, clubbed, kicked 
and stoned him until death. 

The Roman Martyrology wrote, "At 
Rome, on the Appian Way, 
[occurred] the passion of St. Tarcisi-
us the acolyte, 
whom pagans 
met carrying 
the sacrament 
of the Body of 
Christ and 
asked him what 
it was he was 
carrying. He 
deemed it a 
shameful thing 
to cast pearls 
before the 
swine, and so 
was assaulted 
by them for a 
long time with 
clubs and 
stones until he 
gave up the 
ghost. When 
they turned 
over his body, 

The Appian Way 

the sacrilegious assailants could find no trace of 
Christ's Sacrament either in his hands 
or in his clothing. The Christians took 
up the body of the martyr and buried 
it with honor in the cemetery of Cal-
listus." 

A little over a century later, Pope St. 
Damasus wrote a poem about this 
"boy martyr of the Eucharist," saying 
that, like St. Stephen, he was willing 
to suffer a violent death at the hands 
of a mob rather than give up the sa-
cred Body of the Lord to "raging 
dogs." 

His life points to the reality that all 
those who receive and give holy 
Communion are called to remember: 
the Eucharist is not something but 
Someone, and St. Tarcisius indicates 
the true value of Jesus in the Eucha-
rist. Most times, thanks be to God, 
we will not be killed in order to re-
ceive or protect Jesus in the Eucha-
rist, but St. Tarcisius shows all of us 
how we're called to live and even die 
for the one who died out of love for 
us. 

—Father Eric 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

Uptown Dance
Jennifer Pirtz, Director, Parishioner 

uptowndancenormalillinois.org 
uptowndancenormalillinois@gmail.com

114 North St., Ste. A • Normal, IL 
309-585-2174

Ballet Lessons Ages 2 and Up

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L 

309.808.3768

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

www.osfhealthcare.org

REMODELING CONTRACTORS 
(309) 828-4880 | Bloomington, Il 

www.parkerbuildersinc.net

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

(309) 205-7500 
4113 Oakland Ave • Bloomington, IL 61704

WE’RE A TRUE DESTINATION FOR FUN AND FITNESS
1507 N. Main St.

Bloomington, IL

(309) 828-8000

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

Frustrated With Low Interest Rates?
Uneasy With Market Volatility?

Our goal is to help people seek the retirement they would like to have. 
A Conservative Approach Can be a Good Thing Anytime!

• Building and Preserving Your Wealth •

Come in to find out how we can help you 
with your retirement planning.

321 Susan Drive, Suite A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Call (309) 454-9171

Insurance services offered through 
 Dennis Kagel Financial Services.

Contact Trey Hill • thill@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2613



Liliana Timoorazi 
Broker, CRS,  GRI 

  Award Winner for Impecable Customer Service , Loyalty & Integrity 
(309) 826-5559 • www.lilianacoldwellhomes.com

A Relationship that will last forever
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

The Castle Theatre - “Live Music Venue”
209 E. Washington St. • Bloomington, IL

309-820-0352 | www.thecastletheatre.com

Fitness for Every Body  Fitness for Every Body  
Open to the Community Open to the Community 

Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness 
(309) 433-9355 (309) 433-9355 

advocatehealthfitness.comadvocatehealthfitness.com

• • FREE 7 DAY PASS •FREE 7 DAY PASS •

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Kenneth R. Schoenig, M.D. 
Specializing in 

Digestive Disorders

Digestive Disease 
Consultants

Parishioner of St Patrick of Merna
1302 Franklin Ave., Suite 4800 

Normal, IL 61761 
digestiveconsultant.com

309-454-5900

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613


