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our community a life-changing encounter with Jesus” 
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There is a continued decline in the rate of infection in new COVID-19 cases. Hospitals 
have capacity and can quickly adapt for a surge of new cases in their communities. Ad-
ditional measures can be carefully lifted allowing for schools and child care programs 
to reopen with social distancing policies in place. Restaurants can open with limited 
capacity and following strict public health procedures, including personal protective 
equipment for employees. Gatherings with 50 people or fewer will be permitted. 
Testing is widely available, and tracing is commonplace.  

Gatherings: All gatherings of 50 people or fewer are allowed with this limit subject to 
change based on latest data & guidance.  Churches are permitted 25% of seating cap. 
Travel: Travel should follow IDPH and CDC approved guidance 
Health care: All health care providers are open 
Education and child care: P-12 schools, higher education, all summer programs, and 
child care open with IDPH approved safety guidance 
Outdoor recreation: All outdoor recreation allowed 
Businesses: 
Manufacturing: All manufacturing open with IDPH approved safety guidance 
“Non-essential” businesses: All employees return to work with IDPH approved safety 
guidance; Employers are encouraged to provide accommodations for COVID-19-
vulnerable employees 
Bars and restaurants: Open with capacity limits and IDPH approved safety guidance 
Personal care services and health clubs: All barbershops, salons, spas and health and 
fitness clubs open with capacity limits and IDPH approved safety guidance 
Entertainment: Cinema and theaters open with capacity limits and IDPH approved 
safety guidance. 
Retail: Open with capacity limits and IDPH approved safety guidance. 

Post-pandemic: Vaccine, effective and widely available treatment, or the elimination 
of new cases over a sustained period of time through herd immunity or other factors.  

IDPH will closely monitor data and receive on-the-ground feedback from local health 
departments and regional healthcare councils and will recommend moving back to the 
previous phase based on the following factors: 
* Sustained rise in positivity rate 
* Sustained increase in hospital admissions for COVID-19 like illness 
* Reduction in hospital capacity threatening surge capabilities 
* Significant outbreak in the region that threatens the health of the region. 



E pluribus unum– the ideal of unity amid di-

versity, reflected in the motto of the United 

States, must also inspire the service you offer 

to the common good. How urgently is this 

needed today, in an age marked by conflicts 

and polarization from which the Catholic 

community itself is not immune. We need 

media capable of building bridges, defending 

life and breaking down the walls, visible and 

invisible, that prevent sincere dialogue and truthful communication 

between individuals and communities. We need media that can 

help people, especially the young, to distinguish good from evil, to 

develop sound judgments based on a clear and unbiased presenta-

tion of the facts, and to understand the importance of working for 

justice, social concord and respect for our common home. We need 

men and women of conviction who protect communication from all 

that would distort it or bend it to other purposes. 

I ask you, then, to be united and a sign of unity among yourselves. 

Media can be large or small, but in the Church these are not the 

categories that count. In the Church we have all been baptized in 

the one Spirit and made members of the one body (cf. 1 Cor 12:13). 

As in every body, it is often the members who are smallest who, in 

the end, are those most necessary. So it is with the body of Christ. 

Each of us, wherever we find ourselves, is called to contribute, 

through our profession of truth in love, to the Church’s growth to 

full maturity in Christ (cf. Eph 4:15). 

We cannot truly communicate unless we become personally in-

volved, unless we can 

personally attest to the 

truth of the message 

we convey. All commu-

nication has its ultimate 

source in the life of the 

triune God, who shares 

with us the richness of 

his divine life and calls 

us in turn to communi-

cate that treasure to 

others by our unity in 

the service of his truth. 

—Francis 

From Pope Francis 

To Catholic Media Conference 

Mass Schedule 
Incense is used at 10:30am Sunday Mass.  All Ministers 

have Gluten-free Hosts  7:30 am Sunday Masses are 
Broadcast on parish website, epiphanyparish.com 

 

Sunday, July 12, 14th Sunday  
 3:00pm  Reconciliation at Grotto 

 4:00pm  Juliana Stoewer 

 7:30am  Alfred & Patricia Kernes 

     10:30am Thomas McLaughlin 

 

Monday,  July 13 
 Lectors:  

 9:00am  Clara & Issa Benyamin 

 

Tuesday,  July 14 
 Lectors:  

 9:00am  Ken Oleson 

 

Wednesday,  July 15 
 Lectors:  

 9:00am  James Dee 

 

Thursday, July 16 
 Lectors:  

 9:00am  Elsie Stokes 

 

Friday,  July 17 
 Lectors:  

  9:00am        Vocations (for the Sisters of  

                             the Third Order of St. Francis) 

                                   

Sunday, July 19, 15th Sunday 

 3:00pm  Reconciliation at Grotto 

 4:00pm        Laurie Swartz 

 7:30am  Kathy Albee 

     10:30am Kenny, Roni & David Flener 

Gift of Treasure 

July 5 , 2020…….……………..….......$10,330 

E-giving…………..………………...…..…$12,430 

Special………………………….……………$1,226 

Parish Endowment…..……………….……$551 

School Endowment………………...….....$380 

Capital Improvement…………………..…$295 
 

Weekly Budget…………………...…...$24,500 

YTD Budget (1 week) ……………….$24,500 

YTD Income…………………...…........$22,760 

YTD Balance……………..………….….($1,740) 

Visits to the Aged and Infirm 

If you would like a home or hospital visit 
from Fr. Eric or Deacon Mark, please con-
tact the parish office.  Until further notice, 
we are unable to visit Nursing Homes.  We 
can be reached through the parish office 
(309-452-2585). 

Please Pray for our  Faithful 
Departed…   
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.  And let the 
perpetual light shine 
upon them.  And may 
the souls of all the faith-
ful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest 
in peace.  Amen. 

 

Bob Pioli, husband 
of Jan and father of 
Sandra, Beth, Janet 
and Rosemary. 



“It is an important expression of our pro-life 
commitment that Catholics would commit to offering 
practical and emotional support to women who ex-
perience difficulty because of pregnancy. We encour-
age all our parishioners to be sensitive to this need in 
their own network of relationships and to support 
the various pro-life organizations which offer that 
kind of outreach,” the Council for Life statement said. 

“While there may be no public grief over the deaths 
of these 6,666 unborn babies, we know from our 
own experience that there will be much unexpressed 
personal grief.  We take this opportunity to invite all 
those affected by abortion – women and men – to 
avail of spiritual, sacramental and pastoral support, 
and we assure them that they will be welcomed with-
out judgement and helped to find healing and 
peace,” the statement concluded. 

Maeve O’Hanlon of the Irish advocacy group Pro Life 
Campaign said the numbers show the “terrifying re-
sults” of what advocates for changing the Irish consti-
tution were pushing.  “Those adopting an attitude to 
the latest figures of ‘nothing to see here, everything 
is fine and going to plan’ are downplaying the loss of 
life caused by the recent introduction of abortion 
here,” she said. 

“It’s the first time in 18 years that there has been an 
increase in the number of abortions and the first time 
in our history that thousands of innocent unborn ba-
bies have had their lives ended with the full backing 
of Irish law,” she said. 

“Sure, we can avert our eyes from the truth of what 
is now legally sanctioned by continuing to dress it up 
with words like ‘choice’, but that won’t change in any 
way the profound injustice of what the new law per-
mits,” O’Hanlon added. 
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By Charles Collins, of CRUX 

Ireland’s bishops have lamented the “staggering” number of 
abortions in the country in 2019, the first year it was legal in 
the country.  On June 30, Ireland’s Department of Health an-
nounced 6,666 abortions were performed, with only 24 per-
formed for medical grounds and 100 due to possibly fatal fe-
tal abnormalities. 

The protection of human life from the point of conception 
was once enshrined in the Irish constitution, but the pro-life 
provisions (8th Amendment) were removed in a 2018 refer-
endum. 

“The vast majority of babies who were aborted in Ireland last 
year, 6,542 of them, are euphemistically described as having 
been ‘terminated’ in ‘early pregnancy.’ While we never got to 
know them personally, each one was a unique and precious 
human being.  It was not their fault that their conception was 
inconvenient or untimely, or the result of sexual assault or 
that their parents lacked the support that would have helped 
them to embrace life,” said a statement from the Irish bish-
ops’ Council for Life. 

The council noted that in recent months Ireland has experi-
enced the “traumatic effects” of the COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic, had killed 1,735 people as of June 30, “each one 
was a unique human being, created in the image of God, and 
each one’s death is being grieved by a family, a friend, a com-
munity.” 

It noted the “enormous contrast” between the 
collective grief of Ireland for those who have 
died during the pandemic to the “bland five-
page report from the Department of Health, 
published on the same day.” 

The council called the government report “a 
timely reminder for Irish society of the concrete 
consequences of the decision made in May 
2018,” adding it was “a fresh call to conversion 
for individuals, for the political establishment 
and for society.” 

Irish bishops lament 
‘staggering’ number of 

abortions in 2019 



By Charles Camosy 

What lessons can pro-life movements learn from the 
stinging defeat that the loss of the 8th Amendment repre-
sents? 

Jonathon Van Maren: He spoke to Charles Camosy 
about Patriots: The Untold Story of Ireland s Pro-Life Move-
ment. 

To cite just one: That the media, the abortion industry, and 
the politicians will exploit any crisis—and any corpse, to 
put it crudely—to get abortion on demand. The tragic 
death of Savita Halappanavar was used as a blood libel 
against the pro-life movement despite the fact that every 
inquest and investigation proved that she died of septice-
mia, and that she did not need an abortion to save her life. 
That fact was buried. The false narrative that the 8th 
Amendment killed a woman—and would kill more—was 
relentlessly pounded into the consciousness of Middle Ire-
land. During the final week leading up to the referendum, 
abortion activists were simply hanging up photos of her 
face.  That story—the story of how the 
8th was actually lost—also needed to be told. 

One often hears folks say that the fall of the 8th can be 
directly connected to the fall of the Catholic Church more 

Legalization of abortion in 
2018 produced ‘identity 
crisis’ for pro-life Irish 

Catholics 

generally in Irish society. What’s your take on this? 

It was definitely a significant factor, but can be 
somewhat overstated. Without Savita’s death, it is 
unlikely that the abortion activists would have been 
able to achieve repeal of the 8th, at least this time 
around. That said, the hatred and hostility of many 
young people towards the Catholic Church is very 
real and very vitriolic. I examine the impact of secu-
larization and how scandals in the Catholic Church 
deeply damaged her moral standing in Ireland in 
the book. For example, many clergy did not speak 
up during the referendum for fear that their en-
dorsement of the pro-life cause might accomplish 
the opposite of the intended effect. 

As a person with 50 percent Irish heritage myself, I 
took great pride in being Irish and couldn’t wait to 
go back to visit. Now, however, I must admit feel-
ing ashamed that a people with which I so closely 
identified could have done something like this. Any 
advice for folks like me? Do we have any reason 
for short- or medium-term hope that Ireland can 
work toward protecting and supporting both pre-
natal children and their mothers under Irish law? 

You are not alone in this. In fact, the loss of the 
8th Amendment triggered an identity crisis for 
many Irish pro-lifers, something I detail in the final 
chapters. That was a question that came up often:  If 
Ireland is no longer pro-life, what does it mean to 
be Irish? It was that question that partially inspired 
the title to the book, Patriots. It has often been a 
minority fighting for a righteous cause, and the Irish 
have a tradition of this. For inspiration, the Irish 
need only to look to her own past—including the 
pro-life heroism I detail in my book. 

In terms of what comes next, the Irish are now 
fighting a battle that resembles the fight in other 
nations. That said, keep in mind that 33 percent of 
voters cast their ballots to keep abortion illegal 
in all circumstances. That is a solid base to work 
from. I forget precisely where I read this quote, but 
after one referendum loss in another country, the 
spokesman for the losing side noted that there had 
been much support for their position, and that the 
battle would begin anew immediately. To para-
phrase his words: “Let us start from 33 percent.” I 
have every confidence in the ingenuity and tenacity 
of the Irish movement. 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

Uptown Dance
Jennifer Pirtz, Director, Parishioner 

uptowndancenormalillinois.org 
uptowndancenormalillinois@gmail.com

114 North St., Ste. A • Normal, IL 
309-585-2174

Ballet Lessons Ages 2 and Up

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L 

309.808.3768

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

309-663-8041
Andrew Herman, CFP®, RICP® Roger Herman 
andrew.herman@ roger.herman@ 
COUNTRYfinancial.com COUNTRYfinancial.com

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

Contact Iris Mitchell • imitchell@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2495

www.osfhealthcare.org

REMODELING CONTRACTORS 
(309) 828-4880 | Bloomington, Il 

www.parkerbuildersinc.net

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

(309) 205-7500 
4113 Oakland Ave • Bloomington, IL 61704

WE’RE A TRUE DESTINATION FOR FUN AND FITNESS
1507 N. Main St.

Bloomington, IL

(309) 828-8000

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

Frustrated With Low Interest Rates?
Uneasy With Market Volatility?

Our goal is to help people seek the retirement they would like to have. 
A Conservative Approach Can be a Good Thing Anytime!

• Building and Preserving Your Wealth •

Come in to find out how we can help you 
with your retirement planning.

321 Susan Drive, Suite A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Call (309) 454-9171

Insurance services offered through 
 Dennis Kagel Financial Services.



Liliana Timoorazi 
Broker, CRS,  GRI 

  Award Winner for Impecable Customer Service , Loyalty & Integrity 
(309) 826-5559 • www.lilianacoldwellhomes.com

A Relationship that will last forever
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

The Castle Theatre - “Live Music Venue”
209 E. Washington St. • Bloomington, IL

309-820-0352 | www.thecastletheatre.com

Fitness for Every Body  Fitness for Every Body  
Open to the Community Open to the Community 

Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness Two Pools • Track • Group Fitness 
(309) 433-9355 (309) 433-9355 

advocatehealthfitness.comadvocatehealthfitness.com

• • FREE 7 DAY PASS •FREE 7 DAY PASS •

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Kenneth R. Schoenig, M.D. 
Specializing in 

Digestive Disorders

Digestive Disease 
Consultants

Parishioner of St Patrick of Merna
1302 Franklin Ave., Suite 4800 

Normal, IL 61761 
digestiveconsultant.com

309-454-5900

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


