
Epiphany Catholic Church 

Our Vision Statement: “To offer every person in our commu-
nity a life-changing encounter with Jesus” 
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PARISH UPDATES 
CATCH UP ON THE LATEST NEWS 

Help Keep Our Masses Going! 

Volunteers are Needed! 

During these times of re-opening our church, we are in 
need of many, many volunteers at each of the Masses to 
make our services safe. If you are not at risk and would 
be interested in helping with directing traffic before and 
after masses or cleaning after the Masses, please call the 
parish office or email music@epiphanyparish.com. 

CCD Registration Begins 

Visit the parish website for Online Registration 

Every day we are witnessing how the Covid-19 pandemic 
has fundamentally changed the way we interact with oth-
er people and in how instruction and formation are deliv-
ered.  The effects of this pandemic are felt through Epiph-
any Catholic School, adult and youth ministries, CCD, and 
Sunday morning children’s programs.  After surveying our 
teaching staff, comparing education plans of local schools 
and parishes, and much prayer, we have decided Epipha-
ny’s CCD will offer some form of e-learning this 
year.  Keeping children healthy and safe is a priority.  Sus-
pending traditional in-person classroom instruction re-
duces the potential of infection and cross-contamination 
in gatherings of children from our many local 
schools.  We are in the midst of designing our learning 
plan and will inform you of the specifics, as it relates to 
your children’s grade levels, as 
soon as possible. In any event, 
tuition will be waived this year 
to our returning families.  If your 
child(ren) will be attending CCD 
this year, please return your 
completed registration form to 
the Parish Office by August 
16th.  Hard copies of the form 
are available in the Parish Office 
during office hours (M-F, 8am-
12 noon.).  Despite the obsta-
cles, we look forward to another 
year of learning and growing 
together.  

Rite of Christian Initia-

tion of Adults (RCIA) 

Register for our New RCIS Class 

We will be starting our RCIA 2021 Class soon and would 
like to invite you to join us.  RCIA provides a deeper look 
into the Catholic faith and focuses on what Catholics be-
lieve (and why) in an open and welcoming environ-
ment.  These sessions are also opportunities for you to 
ask those perplexing and difficult questions you may have 
about the Church.   RCIA is a program for those who are 
searching and inquiring about the Catholic faith and way 
of life.  It is typically offered for those who are not Catho-
lic and wish to join the Church, or those that are Catholic 
but have not received the sacraments of First Communion 
and/or Confirmation, but it’s also an excellent “refresher” 
for those who may have forgotten things or would just 
like a deeper understanding of our faith.  All are welcome 
to attend.  We will kick things off with a virtual introducto-
ry meeting using Zoom on Thursday, August 27 at 
7:00pm.  We will cover administrative details, basic intro-
ductions, our calendar, necessary paperwork, questions & 
answers, etc. during this introductory meeting.   We will 
need your email address in order to send out the invite 
for the Zoom meeting; please contact the Evangelization 
Team for more info or to join us on this jour-
ney:  evangelization@epiphanyparish.com 

2020 A Year For The History Books 

Join us in Creating a Memory Book 

This year has been a year of transformation and change 
for everyone. Everyone has been affected by the changes 
and historical events that have occurred this year. From a 

global pandemic, to racial re-
forms, economic instability and e
-learning: the world is radically 
different than when the year 
started. Working from home, job 
losses, closures and cancelations, 
mask wearing, online mass, zoom 
calls, take out, grocery pick up, 
outdoor confessions, drive-thru 
blessings, and so much more 
have occurred. Each family has 
been affected in their own 
way.  Epiphany Parish would 
LOVE to hear from your family to 
see how you have been affected 
and what positive things have 
come from this for you or what 



And let the perpetual light shine upon them.  And 
may the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

Kay Schultz, wife of Mel Schultz 
and mother of Barbara, David and 
Kathy, seven grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. 

OUR DEARLY DEPARTED 
GRANT ETERNAL REST, O LORD! 

August 9, 2020                                                                                                                                                             Page 3 

challenges you have overcome. We are compiling a parish
-wide Memory Book to document where the parishioners 
were during this historical time. But it will only work with 
your participation- and that part is simple! Please go to 
our parish website for more details.  https://
www.epiphanyparish.com/events/2020-parish-memory-
book  

Prayer Quilt Ministry  

How to Request a Prayer Quilt 

Requests may be made through email prayer-
quilt@epiphanyparish.com  or you may call Karen at 309-
530-7425 with questions and requests! A Prayer quilt is 
appropriate for someone, anyone, who is experiencing 
physical, emotional, spiritual, or some other life crisis, and 
who feels they could benefit from being ‘covered in pray-
er”, with the quilt being that tangible sign of God’s ever-
present Grace, available to all of us. 

Discerning Priesthood or Consecrated Life? 

Are you Being Called? 

“Get hold of yourselves! It is I. Do not be afraid!” If the 
Lord truly calls you, what you need is trust. Are you called 
to lead the Lord’s people as a priest or in the consecrated 
life? Contact Fr. Timothy Hepner (309) 671-1550 or 
email fr_hepner @cdop.org.   Let us pray that those who 
have been given their vocations as priests and consecrat-
ed men and women will be guided to imitate the Lord’s 
generosity as they live that gift, we pray to the Lord.  

Reopening our Catholic Schools 

Executive Summary Diocesan Plan 

This is an Executive Summary of the protocols and proce-
dures, known as the Office of Catholic Schools (OCS) Dioc-
esan Plan, for reopening buildings for in-school student 
attendance at the Catholic Diocese of Peoria elementary 
and secondary schools. The OCS Diocesan Plan includes 
guidance on health and safety, human resources, finance, 
and communications.  There are three guiding principles 
of the OCS Diocesan Plan for the reopening of our 
schools: 

1. Our school buildings will provide a safe and faith-filled 
environment for our students. 

2. The course of the pandemic in Illinois remains fluid. As 
such, this OCS Diocesan Plan may be updated on a contin-
ual basis as pandemic data and guidelines are regularly 

reviewed. 

3. OCS asks that our school families assist us in serving the 
common good and work in cooperation with not only 
their diocesan school but also with the Office of Catholic 
Schools to the best of their ability. 

The OCS Diocesan Plan was created from discussions and 
advisement of the medical community, Illinois Catholic 
school superintendents, Diocese of Peoria pastors and 
principals, Catholic Mutual Group, the diocesan Offices of 
the Bishop, the Chancery, and the Office of Catholic 
Schools.  Guidance documents from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health, Illinois State Board of Education, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Gov-
ernor of Illinois’ Restore Illinois plan were also studied. 
For more information, please refer to the Acknowledg-
ments and Resources sections of this plan. 

Gimme a Break! 

Something on the Lighter Side 

Early one morning, a husband and wife were playfully ar-
guing over who should get out of the warm bed to make 
the coffee. Finally, the wife folded her arms and said de-
cidedly, “You have to make the coffee. It’s in the Bible! 
The husband was shocked. “Is not! Show me!”  Pulling out 
her Bible, the wife opened it the New Testament and de-
clared, “It says right here — HEBREWS!” 



Page 2                                                                                                                                                   Epiphanyparish.com 

NEWS UPDATE 
FATHER ZILIMU 25TH 

Kewanee pastor will mark 25 years of serving God as a 
priest on Aug. 13, by Jennifer Willems,Catholic Post 

As a young boy growing up in Tanzania, Father John da-
maseni Zilimu enjoyed going to church with his mother 
and 11 siblings. As he watched the priest celebrate Mass, 
he knew that’s what he wanted to do, too. 

Now the pastor of Saint John Paul II Parish and providing 
spiritual care at OSF Saint Luke Medical Center, both in 
Kewanee, Father John will mark 25 years of serving God 
as a priest on Aug. 13.  

His large extended family includes 32 niec-
es and 17 nephews, one of whom is a 
priest and another who is a seminarian for 
the Diocese of Kayanga in Tanzania. 

JOY IN HELPING OTHERS 
“When I was 13 years old, I felt the call to 
priesthood,” Father John said. “My parents 
were very supportive when I told them 
that I wanted to serve God as a priest. My 
family has been the biggest influence on 
my vocation. All my siblings are very sup-
portive of what I am doing.” 

Father John applied to the high school 
seminary and was accepted when he was 16. He studied 
philosophy for two years at Kibosho Major Seminary, and 
theology for five years at Kipalapala Seminary. He earned 
a bachelor of arts in sacred theology through the Pontifi-
cal Urbanian University in Rome in 1995 and was or-
dained for the Diocese of Kayanga on Aug. 13 of that 
year.  After ordination, he served as parochial vicar at 
Isingiro Parish and was a math teacher and academic 
dean at Katoke High School Seminary in Tanzania. 

He continued his own education after coming to the Dio-
cese of Peoria in August 2000 to do campus ministry 
through St. John’s Catholic Newman Center at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Father John re-
ceived an associate degree in mathematics from Parkland 
Community College in Champaign in 2002, and a bache-
lor’s degree in mathematics in 2004, a master’s degree in 
mathematics in 2006, and a doctorate in mathematics 
education in 2014, all from the University of Illinois. 

What has given him the greatest joy in his priesthood is 

helping people who are most in need. One way he has 
done that is through Children of Hope and Faith, a not-for
-profit organization he cofounded in 2003. 

“Children of Hope and Faith assists orphans and needy 
children through sponsorship at excellent Catholic schools 
in Tanzania, East Africa,” Father John said. “Through COHF 
we support orphanages and schools with specific projects. 
Good education gives hope to a child for a promising fu-
ture.”  The organization also does fundraising to help 
Catholic health centers in the Kayanga Diocese. 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS 
Among the moments that stand out in Father John’s 
memory are when the students and teachers at Visitation 
Catholic School in Kewanee surprised him with a birthday 

celebration when he turned 50. They all 
“dressed like a priest” and then called him 
to the school gym. 

Last November, some of the Saint John 
Paul II parishioners organized a trip to the 
Holy Land as a gift for his 25th anniversary. 
It was the first time he had visited Israel. 

Father Johndamaseni Zilimu waves to pa-
rishioner Kenny Gutschlag, who drove his 
antique fire engine as one of 115 vehicles 
in a surprise “Parade of Parishioners” that 
greeted the pastor on April 19. (Provided 
photo) 

Members of Saint John Paul II also put to-
gether a “Parade of Parishioners” one Sunday evening 
during the coronavirus lockdown.  “I was surprised to see 
cars full of people. They drove by me and I waved with 
some tears of happiness,” Father John said.  “It is always 
nice to know that you are loved,” he explained. “This was 
a great lesson for me in my priestly ministry. Nothing is 
greater than love!” 

In addition to campus ministry, Father John was a teach-
ing assistant at the University of Illinois from 2007 to 
2008, parochial vicar and director of youth ministry at 
Epiphany in Normal in 2009, and parochial vicar at St. 
Matthew in Champaign in 2010, adding St. Boniface in 
Seymour in 2012. He was named administrator at St. 
Mary in Kewanee in 2013, and pastor of Saint John Paul II 
in 2014, the same year he started at OSF Saint Luke. 

For more information on Children of Hope and Faith, vis-
it childrenofhopeandfaith.org. To wish Father John well 
on his anniversary, write to Saint John Paul II Church, 410 
W. Central Blvd., Kewanee, IL 61443. 
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Mass Times 
 

Incense is used at 10:30am Sunday Mass.  All Ministers have 

Gluten-free Hosts.  7:30 am Sunday Masses are Broadcast 

on Epiphanyparish.com  9:00 am Weekday Masses (Tue-Fri) 

are Broadcast on Father Eric’s Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?

id=100050105993199 

 

Sunday, August 9,  19h Sunday  
  

 4:00pm  Nelly Surya 

 7:30am  John & Marjorie Dickerson 

     10:30am  Tom Krause 
 

Monday,  August  10, Saint Lawrence, Deacon 
   

 9:00am  Vocations for the Sisters of the  

                                     Third Order of St. Francis 

 

Tuesday,  August 11,  Saint Clare, Virgin 
  

 9:00am  Clara & Issa Benyamin 

 

Wednesday,  August 12, Weekday 
  

 9:00am  Ken Oleson 

 

Thursday, August 13, Weekday 
   

 9:00am  Bob Bradtke 

 

Friday,  August 14,  Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest 

    

 9:00am        Diane Bussan 
                                   

Sunday, August 16,  20th Sunday                          
 

 4:00pm  Bill & Ruth Harrington 

 7:30am       Kathy Albee 

     10:30am       Juliann Stoewer 

 

Confession Time 
 

 3:00pm  Reconciliation at Grotto 

 

CELEBRATING OUR FAITH 
SACRAMENTS SCHEDULE 

Question:  
Why does Mary have so many feast days and names? 

Answer: 

Christians first began celebrating feast days in honor of 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in the fifth century. That cele-
bration (originally called the Feast of the Dormition and 
now known by Roman Catholics as the Solemnity of the 
Assumption) was celebrated on August 15. Very soon, 
however, other special days dedicated to Mary began to 
appear in Jerusalem, Rome, and other major cities of the 
Christian world. These days of feasting became important 
parts of the life of the community. But, more importantly, 
each of these unique celebrations became an opportunity 
to focus on a different facet of the Christian faith, as be-
lievers focused their attention on specific events or mys-
teries of the lives of Mary and her Son. 

Over the centuries, some of these celebrations became 
universal (such as the Assumption on August 15, the Im-
maculate Conception on December 8, and the Solemnity 
of Mary, Mother of God on January 1). Other celebrations 
were more closely tied to certain religious orders (such as 
the Carmelites celebration of “Our Lady of Mount Carmel” 
on July 16 or the Servite Friars feast of the “Seven Sorrows 
of Mary,” which is now celebrated as the Memorial of Our 
Lady of Sorrows on September 15). 

In more recent times, Marian apparitions (like Guadalupe, 
Lourdes, and Fatima) have inspired special liturgical cele-
brations. Pope Francis has added two new celebrations of 
Mary to the Church’s calendar: The Memorial of Mary, 
Mother of the Church (on the Monday after Pentecost) 
and the Commemoration of Our Lady of Loreto (on De-
cember 10). The various titles of Mary (like those we find 
in the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary) help us to reflect 
on different aspects of Mary’s faith and the ways that the 
Holy Spirit is at work in her and through her. 

In the end, whatever the event or mystery being celebrat-
ed in a particular liturgy or the title of Mary being used, 
we are invited to always see Mary in connection with the 
saving work of her Son. She is, of course, a patroness and 
protector for every Christian, but she is also a model of 
discipleship and contemplation: “she prompts the faithful 
to come to her Son, to his sacrifice and to the love of the 
Father” (Lumen Gentium, 65). 

REFLECTIONS 
MARIAN FEASTS 
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TIME TALENT TREASURE 
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

Being Human is to Doubt 

Before any of us say anything about Peter’s doubting the 
words of Jesus that told him he could get out of his boat 
and walk on water, we need to get real with ourselves: 
How would I respond in the same situation? I remember 
when I was child taking swimming lessons. One day I 
simply tightened up my muscles and sank. The lifeguard 
pulled me up and asked what happened. I said I did not 
know. The truth is that I was sinking under the weight of 
my own doubt. I did not believe I could do what clearly, I 
was told I could. That was only in five feet of water in a 
pool! Now that I’m older, I can look back and laugh. But 
an adult, the swimming pool is life, and I would be lying if 
I said that there are no longer times I find myself sinking 
due to new doubts. 

Much of our doubt comes about because of a lack of 
trust in God. We place our trust in material things, 
wealth, or imperfect people instead of the One who is 
worthy of our trust 100 percent of the time. Our steward-
ship is often hampered by our doubt that God will pro-
vide all that we need. If I give more, I may not have 
enough to survive! When we place all our trust in God, 
not only do we find that we have been given all we need 
– our doubt that cause us to sink in the pool of life fades 
away. We don’t suddenly become perfect in our trust, 
and there will be times when we find ourselves with con-
cerns again. However, it is in those moments we find that 
He is still there, speaking the words we need to hear: 
“Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

– Tracy Earl Welliver 

SHARING IN THE WORK OF GOD 
Thank you for your generosity in support of our mission. 
Our  parish is dependent upon your weekly financial gifts 
to continue its ministries, and we can’t thank you enough! 

 

 

 

 

 

NO-FEE DONATION OPTION 
Many of our parishioners have been taking advantage of 
the free Bill-Pay at their banks where they send the 
checks directly to us. This option charges no fees to Epiph-
any, and is an easy way to make your donation. If you 
have any questions about this option, please reach out to 
your bank or Angie O’Connor, Business Manager at 309-
452-2585, ext. 206. 

Gifts from Our Parish Family 

August 2 , 2020…….…………..………...…$16,094 
E-giving…………..………………….…...……….$9,621 
Special……………………………..….……………..$956 
Parish Endowment…..…………………….…..$471 
School Endowment………………….....….....$310 
Capital Improvement………………..……..…$175 
 

Weekly Budget…………………….…...…...$24,500 
YTD Budget (5 weeks) ……….………….$122,500 
YTD Income…………………….…...….......$115,171 
YTD Balance…………………....…………...…($7,329) 
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READINGS 
18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

First Reading: 

“Go outside and stand on the mountain before the LORD; 
the LORD will be passing by.” (1 Kgs 11a) 

The Lord taught the prophet Elijah not to look for him in 
the usual places. When have you found God’s voice in an 
unexpected circumstance? 

Psalm: 

Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salva-
tion. (Ps 85). 

Second Reading: 

For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred 
according to the flesh. (Rom 9:3) 

Paul was puzzled and deeply saddened over fellow Jews 
(God’s covenantal people) who did not believe that Jesus 
was the long-awaited Messiah. What convinces you of 
Jesus’ identity as our Lord and Savior? 

Gospel: 

Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water 
toward Jesus.  But when he saw how strong the wind was 
he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried 
out, “Lord, save me!” (Mt 14:29-30) 

Peter shows himself to be a man of “little faith” when 
faced with the grave danger of drowning.  Who are the 
people in your life who show a depth of faith in times of 
extreme duress? 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
GOING DEEPER INTO SCRIPTURE 

Be still and know that I am God. 

Be still and know that I am God. Silence is sacred. Silence 
speaks the language of the soul and is the foundation of 
all life and eternity itself. Silence takes us beyond the lim-
its of our minds and allows us to seek and to love the es-
sence of all love, perfect love, and being. In silence, we 
can be non-verbally present to things and to God in ways 
that words cannot accomplish. We can discover, encoun-
ter, and be present to truths that our minds struggle to 
conceive and then set aside the boxes we put around 
things when comprehending them is challenging. We can 
know the unknowable and touch eternity when we en-
counter the core silence in our souls. 

We can do this even on a noisy street and in the midst of 
the greatest distraction. Once we have made friends with 
silence, the rambling noise of the world no longer seems 
to matter, and we can carry a deep forgiving peace within 
us, even when physical silence cannot be found. We 
know that we are loved, cared for, sustained, nourished, 
embraced, and carried. There is nothing to fear in silence, 
and I can be present to myself in the same way that God 
is present to me. I can see myself as God sees me. All of 
my faults, weaknesses, imperfections, failings, and sinful-
ness melt away in the abundance of God’s mercy. All of 
the worldly things we see as being important no longer 
are. 

It is in silence that all of the barriers that divide us disap-
pear. There is no more “yours” and “mine” but only the 
oneness of “ours.” There is no longer a need to “figure 
things out,” and we tap into our desire to simply let 
things be. Silence is creative and powerful and gives us 
hope. Silence is God’s greatest blessing. God became one 
with humanity in silence. It allows us to be one with all of 
creation, with the moon and the stars and all of the crea-
tures God has made. The smallest particle of creation 
radiates with beauty. Silence allows us to soar beyond 
ourselves and connect in ways that the mind can only 
imagine. When all is quiet, we begin to see that it is only 
our fear that keeps us from the Lord. It is our fear that 
causes us to sink and to fail. We can hear the gentle whis-
per that tells us to reach for God’s hand. We discover 
that we yearn for the salvation and wholeness that only 
God can give to us. Be still my soul and be at peace . 
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CHURCH DOCTRINE 
DOES CHURCH TEACHING CHANGE? 

Catholic Church Historian John O’Malley in Commonweal 

The assumption that the church and especially its teach-
ings did not change had by the nineteenth century be-
come axiomatic in most Catholic circles. 

In Italy by the middle of the fifteenth century, new critical 
methods for dealing with historical texts had developed. 
The Italian humanist Lorenzo Valla led the way. He 
showed how the Latin Vulgate [the Latin translation used 
in the Church] failed in many instances to convey the 
sense of the original Greek text. With his works Valla 
founded the discipline of philology and in so doing gave 
impetus to a newly keen sense of anachronism. He thus 
sowed the seeds of what developed into modern histori-
cal consciousness. 

The critical approach to historical texts and to the past 
that Valla and later humanists such as Erasmus pioneered 
caught on, gained momentum, and reached a culmi-
nating turning point in the nineteenth century. It was a 
century in which awareness of historical change began 
conditioning scholars’ approach to virtually every text in 
every discipline, including 
sacred texts. It was, more-
over, the century of Dar-
win’s On the Origin of 
Species. Evolution, devel-
opment, progress, 
change—these words 
marked the culture of the 
age. 

The Enlightenment of the 
eighteenth century had 
largely rejected any role 
for the past in prescribing 
norms for the present, 
and it had thrown histo-
ry’s goal into the future. 
The liberal philosophies of 
the nineteenth century 
assumed that progress 
was inevitable in virtually 
every aspect of human 
life and endeavor. The world moved forward in a process 
of change for the better, as Darwin showed. To the de-

light of some and to the horror of others, Darwin seemed 
to reduce the story of Adam and Eve to a naïve fable. 

The Bible as well as the history of the church now came 
under newly skeptical criticism in the universities, which 
revived in the nineteenth century after a long period of 
stagnation. Germany was the revival’s epicenter, most 
especially the University of Berlin. Sharpening the meth-
ods pioneered by Renaissance humanists, Leopold von 
Ranke trained generations of talented students in rigor-
ous methods of historical analysis and textual criticism. 

This development, long in the making, moved the disci-
pline of history from its former base in rhetoric and moral 
philosophy to more controlled methods of research, 
which at a certain point began to be described as scien-
tific. The methods professed objectivity in evaluating evi-
dence and freedom from contamination by apologetic 
concerns. They likewise professed freedom from what 
the maintenance of received opinions might require. For 
professional historians, these methods spelled the end of 
substantialism. Every historical reality had a history. 
Simply by being historical, each and every historical reali-
ty changed—at least to some degree. As did other schol-
ars of the era, Catholic exegetes and historians felt the 
impact of such methods and had to reckon with them. At 
Vatican I in that regard, Catholic bishops had to deal with 
historical objections to the doctrine of papal infallibility—

that is, the pope’s pre-
rogative to declare with 
absolute finality that a 
truth is divinely revealed 
and must be believed by 
all faithful Catholics. 

When on June 26, 1867, 
Pius IX made known to 
bishops and pilgrims 
present in Rome his in-
tention to convoke a 
council, he described its 
purpose in the most 
general terms: to review 
the problems facing the 
church and to find ap-
propriate remedies for 
them. He established 
commissions to prepare 
the agenda, which re-

sulted in a wide range of topics for the council to deal 
with. Among those topics, however, was none dealing 
with the popes’ infallibility. But because the Catholic 

Vatican Council I 
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press, especially in France, had carried on such a vigorous 
campaign for it before the council opened, the early 
emergence of infallibility at the council as the issue that 
would dominate it was almost inevitable. 

A sizeable minority of bishops com-
ing especially from Germany, Aus-
tria, and Hungary opposed defining 
the doctrine and based their objec-
tions in large part on historical 
grounds. According to those bish-
ops, the doctrine lacked historical 
foundation in the church’s doctrine 
and in the church’s practice. Accord-
ing to them also, there were in-
stances where a pope had taught a 
heterodox opinion. Among those 
most adamantly opposed to infalli-
bility on such grounds was Karl Josef 
von Hefele, bishop of Rottenburg, 
who had already published several 
volumes of his highly respected his-
tory of the councils. 

Leaders of the majority at the coun-
cil tried to show, however, that the 
supposed instances of papal fallibil-
ity could be explained or were irrel-
evant. The assumption that the 
church and especially its teachings did not change had by 
the nineteenth century become axiomatic in most Catho-
lic circles, which to some extent was the legacy of the 
Council of Trent. According to this assumption, the pre-
sent church related to the past through a bond of virtual-
ly unqualified continuity. 

In this mode of thinking, historical arguments were irrele-
vant in the face of seemingly irrefutable texts from Scrip-
ture or later documents of the church. The abstract and 
ahistorical method of the Scholastic system of theology 
further helped shield doctrine from historical contingen-
cy. A historical naiveté that took the present situation as 
the norm for interpreting the past and that projected 
present practice and understanding onto it also contrib-
uted to this substantialistic mode of thinking. 

The clearest statement of the majority’s stance on the 
matter occurred in the Relatio (explanatory notes) that 
accompanied the first draft of the infallibility decree: 

As has without exception been shown above from the 
most important texts, the infallibility of the Roman Pon-

tiff is a truth divinely revealed. Therefore, it is impossible 
that it can ever be proved false by any historical facts. If, 
however, such facts are brought forward to oppose it, 
they must themselves be deemed false insofar as they 

seem opposed. 

In their wording, neither of the 
council’s two decrees—Dei filius and 
Pastor aeternus—directly engaged 
with the historical issues that were 
germane to them, but the statement 
in the Relatio reveals the mindset 
that underlay them. Although Vati-
can Council I shut its eyes to the 
problem of change, the problem did 
not go away. It exploded onto the 
scene with the Modernist crisis 
some decades later. 

In the late nineteenth century, advo-
cacy among Catholics of a some-
times-undiscriminating adoption of 
the new historical approach to sa-
cred texts and sacred doctrines be-
came part of the amorphous phe-
nomenon known as Modernism. The 
inclusiveness of the seemingly all-
encompassing label “Modernism” 
suggests why it is difficult to find a 

common thread linking so-called Modernists to one an-
other beyond their desire to help the church reconcile 
itself with what they thought was best in intellectual cul-
ture as it had evolved into the present. However, a gen-
eral though not universally accepted premise of the 
movement (if it can be called that) was the pervasiveness 
of change and the need to come to terms with it. 

The storm broke on July 3, 1907. On that day, the Holy 
Office issued the decree Lamentabili condemning sixty-
five propositions supposedly held by the Modernists. Two 
months later, Pope Pius X (r. 1903–1914) followed up 
with his encyclical Pascendi dominici gregis. For the 
sweep of its accusations, the accusatory style of its lan-
guage, and the severity of its provisions, Pascendi had 
few, if any, precedents in the annals of the modern papa-
cy. A veritable purge followed, which, besides the dam-
age it did to Catholic intellectual life, confirmed among 
many Catholics an already pervasive readiness to ignore 
change. The Catholic Church, it was often proudly said, 
does not change. 

Vatican II will be presented in a subsequent Bulletin. 
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