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PARISH UPDATES 
CATCH UP ON THE LATEST NEWS 

Help Keep Our Masses Going! 

Volunteers are Needed! 

During these times of re-opening our church, we are in 
need of many, many volunteers at each of the Masses to 
make our services safe. If you are not at risk and would 
be interested in helping with directing traffic before and 
after masses or cleaning after the Masses, please call the 
parish office or email music@epiphanyparish.com. 

Anniversary Celebrations 

Diocesan 25th & 50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration 

On September 13, 2020 at 3:30 pm Bishop Jenky will cel-
ebrate a Mass at the Cathedral of St. Mary for couples 
who are celebrating either their 25th or 50th wedding 
anniversary in 2020  Please contact the parish office if 
you are celebrating 25 and 50 years of marriage this 
year.  You will receive a personal invitation from the Bish-
op. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Register for our New RCIA Class 

We will be starting our RCIA 2021 Class soon and would 
like to invite you to join us.  RCIA provides a deeper look 
into the Catholic faith and focuses on what Catholics be-
lieve (and why) in an open and welcoming environ-
ment.  These sessions are also 
opportunities for you to ask 
those perplexing and difficult 
questions you may have about 
the Church.   RCIA is a program 
for those who are searching and 
inquiring about the Catholic 
faith and way of life.  It is typi-
cally offered for those who are 
not Catholic and wish to join the 
Church, or those that are Catho-
lic but have not received the 
sacraments of First Communion 
and/or Confirmation, but it’s 
also an excellent “refresher” for 
those who may have forgotten 
things or would just like a deep-

er understanding of our faith.  All are welcome to 
attend.  We will kick things off with a virtual introductory 
meeting using Zoom on Thursday, August 27 at 
7:00pm.  We will cover administrative details, basic intro-
ductions, our calendar, necessary paperwork, questions & 
answers, etc. during this introductory meeting.   We will 
need your email address in order to send out the invite 
for the Zoom meeting; please contact the Evangelization 
Team for more info or to join us on this jour-
ney:  evangelization @epiphanyparish.com 

CCD Registration Begins 

Visit the parish website for Online Registration 

Every day we are witnessing how the Covid-19 pandemic 
has fundamentally changed the way we interact with oth-
er people and in how instruction and formation are deliv-
ered.  The effects of this pandemic are felt through Epiph-
any Catholic School, adult and youth ministries, CCD, and 
Sunday morning children’s programs.  After surveying our 
teaching staff, comparing education plans of local schools 
and parishes, and much prayer, we have decided Epipha-
ny’s CCD will offer some form of e-learning this 
year.  Keeping children healthy and safe is a priority.  Sus-
pending traditional in-person classroom instruction reduc-
es the potential of infection and cross-contamination in 
gatherings of children from our many local schools.  We 
are in the midst of designing our learning plan and will 
inform you of the specifics, as it relates to your children’s 
grade levels, as soon as possible. In any event, tuition will 
be waived this year to our returning families.  If your child
(ren) will be attending CCD this year, please return your 
completed registration form to the Parish Office by Au-

gust 16th.  Hard copies of the 
form are available in the Parish 
Office during office hours (M-F, 
8am-12 noon.).  Despite the ob-
stacles, we look forward to an-
other year of learning and grow-
ing together.  

Discerning Priesthood or 
Consecrated Life? 

Are you Being Called? 

Woman, you have great faith.” It 
takes faith to hear God’s call in 
our lives. And His call takes us on 
unexpected paths of deeper trust 
and love. Is God calling you to life 
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as a priest or consecrated religious? Call Fr. Timothy Hep-
ner at (309) 671-1550 or email fr_hepner@cdop.org.  For 
all those who are troubled in the discernment of their vo-
cation, that they will be blessed by the Holy Spirit with 
encouragement, insight and the grace of perseverance, 
we pray to the Lord.  

2020 A Year For The History Books 

Join us in Creating a Memory Book 

This year has been a year of transformation and change 
for everyone. Everyone has been affected by the changes 
and historical events that have occurred this year. From a 
global pandemic, to racial reforms, economic instability 
and e-learning: the world is radically different than when 
the year started. Working from home, job losses, closures 
and cancelations, mask wearing, online mass, zoom calls, 
take out, grocery pick up, outdoor confessions, drive-thru 
blessings, and so much more have occurred. Each family 
has been affected in their own way.  Epiphany Parish 
would LOVE to hear from your family to see how you have 
been affected and what positive things have come from 
this for you or what challenges you have overcome. We 
are compiling a parish-wide Memory Book to document 
where the parishioners were during this historical time. 
But it will only work with your participation- and that part 
is simple! Please go to our parish website for more de-
tails.  https://www.epiphanyparish.com/events/2020-
parish-memory-book  

Reopening our Catholic Schools 

Executive Summary Diocesan Plan 

This is an Executive Summary of the protocols and proce-
dures, known as the Office of Catholic Schools (OCS) Dioc-
esan Plan, for reopening buildings for in-school student 
attendance at the Catholic Diocese of Peoria elementary 
and secondary schools. The OCS Diocesan Plan includes 
guidance on health and safety, human resources, finance, 
and communications.  There are three guiding principles 
of the OCS Diocesan Plan for the reopening of our 
schools: 

1. Our school buildings will provide a safe and faith-filled 
environment for our students. 

2. The course of the pandemic in Illinois remains fluid. As 
such, this OCS Diocesan Plan may be updated on a contin-
ual basis as pandemic data and guidelines are regularly 
reviewed. 

3. OCS asks that our school families assist us in serving the 

common good and work in cooperation with not only 
their diocesan school but also with the Office of Catholic 
Schools to the best of their ability. 

The OCS Diocesan Plan was created from discussions and 
advisement of the medical community, Illinois Catholic 
school superintendents, Diocese of Peoria pastors and 
principals, Catholic Mutual Group, the diocesan Offices of 
the Bishop, the Chancery, and the Office of Catholic 
Schools.  Guidance documents from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health, Illinois State Board of Education, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Gov-
ernor of Illinois’ Restore Illinois plan were also studied. 
For more information, please refer to the Acknowledg-
ments and Resources sections of this plan. 

Be Persistent in Faith 

Inspiration for the Week 

As much as some folks may not want to admit it, we all 
want to be healed. Human beings suffer physically, men-
tally, socially, and spiritually. There are many wounds. Of 
all of the maladies that can afflict us, the ones that re-
quire the greatest attention are of a spiritual nature. 
What can happen if we are healed inwardly, brought back 
to center, and restored in our relationships, especially in 
our relationship with God? We will find the courage, 
strength, conviction, and hope needed to deal with the 
more tangible struggles that may not find an easy reme-
dy. Inner strength, gained by persistent faith, is what al-
lows strong, determined, and courageous people to over-
come incredible challenges and hurdles. Be persistent in 
your faith, and seek the inner spiritual healing that you so 
desperately desire and need. 

Let all who arrive be received like Christ, for He is 
going to say, “I came among you, and 
you received Me.” .  —Saint Benedict 

Laura Wright & family, Patricia Omahana, Tony and Lau-
rie Lewandowski & family, Rick and Catherine Wellman, 
Carlee Arellanes & family, Kyle and Mandy Myers & 
family, John & Sarah Gustafson & family, Maria Sego-
biano & family, Yvette Lee 

WE WELCOME YOU! 
NEW TO THE PARISH 
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VATICAN II CONTINUED 
SEE PAGE 8 

enth century, the campaign of popes and others to re-
store older canonical traditions. The reformers under-
stood the changes they fought to implement as a restora-
tion of the more authentic practice of an earlier era, 
which implied a mandate to reinstate it. 

Development and ressourcement are both about corpo-
rate memory, the memory that is constitutive of identity. 

Ressourcement was in its Latin form the motto of the 
great humanists of the Renaissance—Ad fontes! Return 
to the sources was, moreover, what motivated the 
Protestant reformers as they sought to restore the au-
thentic Gospel that in their opinion the papal church had 
discarded and perverted. It lay behind Pope Leo XIII’s en-
cyclical Aeterni patris (1879) initiating the revival of the 
study of Thomas Aquinas. In fact, it lay behind virtually 
every reform movement in the church and society in 
Western cul-
ture at least 
up to the 
Enlighten-
ment. 

In the mid-
twentieth 
century, re-
turn to the 
sources, now 
explicitly 
under the 
neologism 
ressource-
ment, drove 
much of the 
theological 
ferment in 
France that 
played such a major role in Vatican II. At the council virtu-
ally all the participants accepted the validity of the return
-to-the-sources principle. Disputes over it arose only 
when it seemed to be applied too radically. Those who 
balked at such application had a point because ressource-
ment had more potent implications than development. 
While development implies further movement along a 
given path, ressourcement says that we are no longer 
going to move along Path X. We are going back to a fork 

in the road and will now move along a better and differ-
ent path. 

Development and ressourcement are both about corpo-
rate memory, the memory that is constitutive of identity. 
What institutions wittingly or unwittingly chose to re-
member and chose to forget from their past makes them 
what they are. The great battles at Vatican II were battles 
over the identity of the church: not over its fundamental 
dogmas, but over the place, relevance, and respective 
weight of certain fundamental values in the tradition. 

Vatican II did not solve the theoretical problem of how an 
institution by definition conservative handles the problem 
of change, nor was it the council’s intention to do so. 
Councils are meetings that make decisions binding on the 
church. They are not meetings that solve theoretical prob-
lems, even though they must deal with the practical impli-

cations of 
such prob-
lems. 

What is spe-
cial about 
Vatican II in 
relationship 
to the two 
previous 
councils is, 
therefore, 
that it made 
its decisions 
with full 
awareness of 
the reality of 
change and 
full aware-
ness that that 

reality affected the church in all its aspects. For a council 
to act with such an awareness of change is itself a signifi-
cant change. Underlying the boldness with which the 
council accepted the reality of change was the assump-
tion that appropriate change did not mean losing one’s 
identity but, rather, enhancing it or salvaging it from ossi-
fication. If such change achieved its goal, it entailed a pro-
cess of redefinition that was both continuous and discon-
tinuous with the past. 
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Mass Times 
 

Incense is used at 10:30am Sunday Mass.  All Ministers have 

Gluten-free Hosts.  7:30 am Sunday Masses are Broadcast 

on Epiphanyparish.com  9:00 am Weekday Masses (Tue-Fri) 

are Broadcast on Father Eric’s Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?

id=100050105993199 

 

Sunday, August 16, THE ASSUMPTION OF THE  

                                  BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
  

 4:00pm  Bill & Ruth Harrington 

 7:30am  Kathy Albee 

     10:30am  Juliann Stoewer 
 

Monday,  August  17, Weekday 
   

 9:00am  Steve Penn 

 

Tuesday,  August 18,  Weekday 
  

 9:00am  Jane Marcinak 

 

Wednesday,  August 19, Weekday 
  

 9:00am  Judith Mary Stevens 

 

Thursday, August 20, Saint Bernard, Abbot          
                                   

 9:00am  Frank & Jean Penn 

 

Friday,  August 21,  Saint Pius X, Pope 

    

 9:00am        Richard Dunn 
                                   

Sunday, August 23,  21st Sunday                          
 

 4:00pm  Mary Jo Cleary 

 7:30am       John Heller 

     10:30am       Harry, Bernice & Mary Lucille  

                     Wood 

Confession Time 
 

 3:00pm  Reconciliation at Grotto 

 

CELEBRATING OUR FAITH 
SACRAMENTS SCHEDULE 

Question:  
Why are Catholics required to give money to the Church? 

Answer: 

Offering money and other goods to God and the Church is, 
before all else, a statement of gratitude. We see this when 
we look at how our spiritual ancestors showed their grati-
tude to God for the gifts they had received (e.g. Genesis 
14:18-20 and Genesis 28:16-22). One of the ways they 
offered thanks to God was through a practice called 
“tithing,” in which 10 percent of a person’s goods (crops, 
livestock, money, etc.) were given back to God. 

Today, the practice of tithing — giving 10 percent — is still 
common in many Protestant communities, but it is not 
required for Catholics. Instead, the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church teaches us that, “The faithful also have the 
duty of providing for the material needs of the Church, 
each according to [their] own abilities” (no. 2043). This 
means that, although we are not bound to practice 
“tithing” in the traditional sense, we do share a responsi-
bility to share our money or other resources with our par-
ish communities. Like our spiritual ancestors, we give as a 
sign of our gratitude for the many gifts that God has given 
to us. Beyond this, we also share our resources with other 

Catholic organ-
izations to help 
them finance 
their minis-
tries, to con-
tinue and grow 
their outreach 
to the poor 
and the needy, 

and to provide just wages for their employees. 

How much we give depends on our individual circum-
stances, but since we share a responsibility for the pro-
grams, outreach, and health of our parish communities 
and Catholic organizations, this question gives us a won-
derful opportunity to ask some important questions about 
the quality of our giving and what our priorities are. Re-
member, we are only stewards of our time, talents, and 
treasures and as the First Letter of Peter reminds us, “As 
each one of you has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards of God’s varied graces” (4:10). 

REFLECTIONS 
THE GIVING OF TREASURE 
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TIME TALENT TREASURE 
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

We are called to respond 

Every day we are called by Christ to respond in some 
way. The more practice we have at giving of ourselves 
freely and living in His presence, the easier it is to discern 
that call. Once we hear the call, the choice is ours: will we 
respond with yes or no? We could say that we are not 
required to say yes because God has given us free will. 
However, our response speaks much to where we are in 
our maturity of faith. When we were children, the word 
“no” used to be one of our favorites. If we continue to 
say that as we get older, well, that says something about 
where we are in our walk with the Lord. If we truly are 
disciples of Jesus Christ and are serious about growing in 
our faith, we will say “yes.” We are not required to say 
yes, but we say yes because that is who we have become. 

This is the challenge of a stewardship way of life. Have 
we matured enough to say yes when God calls, regardless 
of how much our answer may cost us? What matters 
more to us: what it will cost us or our relationship with 
Jesus?  Some days we will easily be able to say yes. The 
grace and love he gives us will be plenty to see us 
through whatever situation in which we find ourselves. 
However, we are imperfect beings and there will be days 
when we are more into ourselves than him. It is on those 
days that we find ourselves at a true crossroads of a chal-
lenge. The choice is always ours. Hopefully, our faith will 
be strong enough. His call is never for his own sake. He 
calls us because the world he created and the Church he 
instituted need us. They wait just as he does for our re-
sponse.  – Tracy Earl Welliver 

SHARING IN THE WORK OF GOD 
Thank you for your generosity in support of our mission. 
Our  parish is dependent upon your weekly financial gifts 
to continue its ministries, and we can’t thank you enough! 

 

 

 

 

 

NO-FEE DONATION OPTION 
Many of our parishioners have been taking advantage of 
the free Bill-Pay at their banks where they send the 
checks directly to us. This option charges no fees to Epiph-
any, and is an easy way to make your donation. If you 
have any questions about this option, please reach out to 
your bank or Angie O’Connor, Business Manager at 309-
452-2585, ext. 206. 

Gifts from Our Parish Family 

August 9, 2020…….…………..………...…$15,283 
E-giving…………..………………….…...…….$14,330 
Special……………………………..….……………..$585 
Parish Endowment…..…………………….…..$205 
School Endowment………………….....….....$130 
Capital Improvement………………..……..…$250 
 

Weekly Budget…………………….…...…...$24,500 
YTD Budget (6 weeks) ……….………….$147,000 
YTD Income…………………….…...….......$144,804 
YTD Balance…………………....…………...…($2,196) 
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READINGS 
18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

First Reading: 

Thus says the LORD: Observe what is right, do what is 
just; for my salvation is about to come, my justice, about 
to be revealed. (Is 56:1) 

After Israel’s return from their captivity in Babylon, Isaiah 
prophesied the Lord’s salvation to all people of faith and 
good will, not just Israel. Why do you think some people 
resist the idea of God’s impartiality? 

Psalm: 

O God, let all the nations praise you! (Ps 67). 

Second Reading: 

Just as you once disobeyed God but have now received 
mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now 
disobeyed in order that, by virtue of the mercy shown to 
you, they too may now receive mercy. (Rom 11:30-31) 

Paul sees the rejection of Jesus by the Jews as the vehicle 
for God’s mercy to all, both Jew and Gentile alike. When 
has God turned a negative into a positive in your life? 

Gospel: 

Jesus said to her in reply, “O woman, great is your faith! 
Let it be done for you as you wish.”  And the woman’s 
daughter was healed from that hour. (Mt 15:28) 

Jesus initially reacts negatively to the Canaanite (Gentile) 
woman in a manner familiar to most Jews of that day. 
But Jesus showed the disciples that faith in him trans-
cends the historic divide between Jew and Gentile. When 
have you allowed your faith in Christ heal a division? 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
GOING DEEPER INTO SCRIPTURE 

Be still and know that I am God. 

We are hardwired for wholeness and crave it. When 
something is broken, we want it fixed. If a part of our 
body is not working properly, we want it healed. How 
often do we find ourselves saying, “I’m tired of struggling 
with this cold, I can’t wait for my surgery to heal, or I 
want my treatments to make me better.” Wholeness and 
healing restore our relationships and make us free to love 
as we desire. We know very well how our limitations, im-
perfections, and brokenness really limit us. They can easi-
ly prevent us from being and doing what we want to do. 

Our physical and emotional wounds and maladies are 
easier to identify. If my back hurts, I feel it and know 
what part of my body needs attention. If I am feeling in-
tense anger, I can identify the emotion and take neces-
sary steps to uncover its cause. Being persistent often 
brings greater and quicker results. But will pursuing and 
even achieving our physical and emotional healings really 
be enough? We forget that there is a deeper healing that 
we seek and desperately need. As we look around at hu-
manity, there are some physical and emotional wounds 
and scars that cannot be made whole. They are limita-
tions that must remain and, for one reason or another, 
cannot be rectified. Does this mean that the wholeness 
and healing that my being longs for is not possible for 
me? Must I settle with less than what God promises? 

The answer is no. Ultimately, there is a desire that goes 
deeper than the physical and emotional. It is a desire that 
resides in our soul. What we really seek and thirst for is 
healing and wholeness for our soul. Inner strength, con-
viction, focus, grounding, love, hope, faith, courage, de-
termination, peace, and connectedness are all words that 
center us on eternity. They direct us to a presence we 
discover in our core, which is none other than the pres-
ence of God. In God, we are healed. When we are persis-
tent in reaching out to and establishing our relationship 
with God, real healing and wholeness begin to happen. 

There are some limitations and some of our brokenness 
with which we may simply have to live. This does not 
mean that we have to abandon our journey to wholeness 
and healing. If we have done our inner soul work, we 
have worked toward and acquired what and who we ulti-
mately need and desire. 
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CHURCH DOCTRINE 
DOES CHURCH TEACHING CHANGE? 

Catholic Church Historian John O’Malley in Commonweal 

Despite the severe measures taken by the Holy See 
against exegetes and church historians accused of being 
Modernists, a relatively small but well-trained number of 
Catholic scholars in the early decades of the twentieth 
century continued to apply historical modes of research 
and analysis to ecclesiastical texts and to problems in 
church practice. As surveillance over such scholars dimin-
ished, their numbers grew, and their methods began to 
receive a positive or at least tolerant reception. When in 
1943 Pope Pius XII published his encyclical Divino afflante 
spiritu, he validated historical and archeological methods 
for the study of the Bible, which was an implicit valida-
tion of similar approaches for other areas of sacred stud-
ies. Bit by bit, scholars began to show that every aspect 
of church life and teaching had been affected by change. 

For winning acceptance of the idea that change affected 
even doctrine, no book was more important than John 
Henry Newman’s Essay on the Development of Christian 
Doctrine, published in 1845. The book appeared, there-
fore, fourteen years before Darwin’s On the Origin of 
Species. Like Darwin’s 
work, it reflected the pre-
occupation of the age 
with evolution, develop-
ment, progress, and the 
implications of the histori-
cal process. 

By using different analo-
gies, Newman showed 
how teachings evolved 
while remaining true to 
their origins. Teachings 
were both continuous and 
discontinuous with their 
earlier articulation. The 
book, still the classic in 
the field, put the problem 
of change in doctrine on 
the stage of theological 
discourse to a degree un-
known before. Although published well before Vatican 
Council I, it had no significant impact on the council’s de-
bates, but in the decades leading up to Vatican II most 

Catholic bishops and theologians accepted its basic prem-
ise in some form or other. 

In France in the middle of the nineteenth century Prosper 
Guéranger, abbot of the monastery of Solesmes, set in 
motion a movement in which critical methods were ap-
plied to liturgical texts. By the middle of the next century 
liturgical scholars were calling for changes in how the 
liturgy was celebrated to bring it more into conformity 
with what they saw as its true character, which had been 
obscured by accretions through the centuries. Pope Pius 
XII responded to them in part through two decrees, in 
1951 and 1955, in which he completely reorganized the 
liturgies for the last three days of Holy Week to bring 
them in line with liturgists’ recommendations. 

The stage had thus been set for Vatican II to take a stance 
on the problem of change radically different from that of 
the two previous councils. The bishops and theologians at 
the council accepted the reality of change as a matter of 
course. Their only questions were about how to explain 
it, about how far it could legitimately go, and what the 
criteria were for making changes. 

Change—the word appeared in the first sentence of the 
first paragraph of the first document the council pub-
lished, Sacrosanctum concilium, “On the Sacred Liturgy.” 
The sentence stated that the council intended to adapt to 

contemporary condi-
tions those aspects of 
the liturgy that were 
subject to change 
(mutatio). Sacrosanctum 
concilium thus sounded 
the first note in what 
was to be an underlying 
and pervasive issue at 
the council. 

This keener sense of 
historical change took 
three forms in the coun-
cil, captured in three 
words current at the 
time—aggiornamento 
(Italian for updating or 
modernizing), develop-
ment (an unfolding or 
evolution, sometimes 

the equivalent of progress), and ressourcement (French 
for a return to the sources). A basic assumption under-
girded the council’s employment of these three modes in 

Vatican Council II 
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which change might take place: the Catholic tradition was 
richer, broader, and more malleable than often perceived 
in the past. The bishops who appropriated that assump-
tion did so not as an abstract truth but as a license to un-
dertake a thorough examination of 
the status quo. They reacted against 
interpretations of Catholic doctrine 
and practice that reduced it to sim-
plistic and ahistorical formulae. They 
reacted against substantialism. 

Of the three terms, interpreters of 
the council and especially the popu-
lar media most often invoked ag-
giornamento to explain what Vati-
can II was all about. The term, gen-
erally attributed to Pope John XXIII, 
equivalently occurred in his charge 
to the council in his opening ad-
dress, in which he told the fathers of 
the council to make “appropriate 
changes” (opportunis emendationi-
bus) that would help the church in 
its pastoral mission. 

In principle, aggiornamento was 
nothing new. The church had per-
force always adapted to new situa-
tions. In recent times, the Vatican 
adopted microphones and amplifiers before the House of 
Commons and typewriters before the British Foreign 
Office. But in at least four regards the aggiornamento of 
Vatican II was new. First, some of the changes made in its 
name touched upon things ordinary Catholics assumed 
were normative, such as Latin liturgy, and hence they had 
a startling impact. Second, no previous council had taken 
aggiornamento as a broad principle rather than as a rare 
exception. 

Third, the aggiornamento of Vatican II related not to 
modern inventions or polite conventions of society but to 
certain cultural assumptions and values of “the modern 
world,” the most basic of which—such as liberty, equali-
ty, and fraternity—stemmed most directly from the En-
lightenment. These were assumptions and values that 
Vatican Council I implicitly rejected and, hence, the ag-
giornamento of Vatican II marked a turn in the road. 
Fourth, the broad adoption of deliberate reconciliation of 
the church with certain changes taking place outside it 
provided an entry point for a more dynamic understand-
ing of how the church functioned. 

Dynamism was even more relevant to the concept of de-
velopment, which was by definition a movement—a 
movement to a further point along a given path. It was a 
cumulative though sometimes also a pruning process by 

which the tradition of the church 
became richer or perhaps clearer 
than before. Development suggest-
ed progress, which was itself a word 
the council did not hesitate to use. 
Dei verbum, “On Divine Revelation,” 
stated that the tradition of the 
church stemming from the apostles 
“makes progress in the church and 
grows” (proficit et crescit, n. 8). Tra-
dition is not inert but dynamic. 

Although the idea that tradition 
evolved won broad acceptance at 
the council, it was not without its 
problems, the most acute of which 
occurred in the debate on Dignitatis 
humanae, “On Religious Liberty.” 
Since the French Revolution, the 
popes had repeatedly condemned 
religious liberty and separation of 
church and state. But proponents of 
them at the council argued that they 
were legitimate developments of 

church teaching, an argument that to their opponents 
seemed like legerdemain. Development was supposedly 
movement to a further point along a given path, but Dig-
nitatis humanae seemed to jump off the given path to 
forge a new one. 

Proponents of the change defended their position by 
making use of ressourcement. They maintained that 
popes in condemning separation of church and state 
were reacting against a specific historical situation that 
no longer prevailed. To discover how the church could 
now legitimately adapt to the new situation, it had to 
“return to the sources.” In past tradition, it would find the 
fundamental truths that could guide it in the present situ-
ation. In this case, those truths were the church’s con-
sistent teaching that the act of faith had to be free and 
that for all individuals following their conscience was the 
ultimate moral norm. 

Unlike development, a theory first straightforwardly pro-
posed in the nineteenth century, ressourcement had en-
joyed avant la lettre a truly venerable history in the West-
ern church, beginning in the earliest centuries but emerg-
ing most notably with the Gregorian Reform of the elev-
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