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E P I P H A N Y 

He cured many who were sick 
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“I came that they 
may have life and 
have it abundant-
ly” (Jn 10:10).  These 
words of the Gospel 
of John summarize 
the mission of Jesus: 
to offer the fullness 
of life to all men and 
women of every age, 
according to the 

plan of the Father.  The Son of God be-
came man to show all human beings the 
path to realizing their humanity, in con-
formity with each person’s uniqueness 
and unrepeatability. 

Tragically, our world today is marked by 
situations that hinder the fulfilment of 
this mission.  As pointed out by the Pas-
toral Orientations on 
Human Trafficking, “our 
times have witnessed a 
growth of individualism 
and egocentricity, atti-
tudes that tend to re-
gard others through a 
lens of cool utility, valu-
ing them according to 
criteria of convenience 
and personal bene-
fit” (§17). 

It is essentially this ten-
dency to commodify the 
other, which I have re-
peatedly denounced[1].  
Trafficking in persons is 
one of the most dra-
matic manifestations of 
this commodification.  
In its many forms, it 
constitutes “an open 
wound on the body of 
contemporary socie-
ty”[2], a profound injury 
to the humanity of 

those who suffer it and to its perpetrators.  Trafficking profoundly 
disfigures the humanity of the victim, offending his or her free-
dom and dignity.  Yet at the same time, it dehumanizes those who 
carry it out, denying them access to “life in abundance”.  Finally, 
trafficking seriously damages humanity as a whole, tearing apart 

the human family as well as the Body of Christ. 

Trafficking, as I said, represents an unjustifiable violation of the freedom 
and dignity of its victims, of those constitutive dimensions of the human 
being as willed and created by God.  For this reason, it is to be considered 
a crime against humanity[3].  Of this, there can be no doubt.  The same 
gravity, by analogy, must be attributed to all forms of contempt for the 
freedom and dignity of every human being, whether a compatriot or a for-
eigner. 

Those guilty of this crime cause harm not only to others but also to them-
selves.  For each of us is created to love and care for others, and this cul-
minates in the gift of self: “No one has greater love than this: to give one’s 
life for one’s friends” (Jn 15:13).  In our relationships with others, we play 
out our humanity, approaching or moving away from the model of human 
being desired by God the Father and revealed in his incarnate Son.  There-
fore, every choice contrary to the realization of God’s project for us is a 
betrayal of our humanity and renounces that “life in abundance” offered 
by Jesus Christ.  It is to take the down staircase, to debase ourselves, to 
become animals. 

All actions that aim to restore and promote 
our humanity and that of others are in line 
with the Church’s mission, as a continua-
tion of the saving mission of Christ.  This 
missionary value is evident in the struggle 
against all forms of trafficking and in every 
commitment to the redemption of the sur-
vivors; a struggle and a commitment that 
also have beneficial effects on our own hu-
manity, opening the way to the fullness of 
life, the ultimate purpose of our existence 

Your presence, dear brothers and sisters, is 
a tangible sign of the generous commit-
ment of many local Churches in this pasto-
ral area.  The numerous initiatives which 
put you at the forefront of efforts to pre-
vent trafficking, protect survivors and pros-
ecute offenders, are worthy of admiration.  
I feel I should express special thanks to the 
many religious congregations that have 
worked and continue to work, also through 
networking, as the “front line” of the 
Church’s missionary action against all 
forms of trafficking. 

FROM POPE FRANCIS  
ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Continued on Page 6 
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CELEBRATING OUR FAITH 
SACRAMENTS SCHEDULE 

Mass Times 
Incense is used at 10:30am Sunday Mass.  All Ministers have 
Gluten-free Hosts.  7:30 am Sunday Masses are Broadcast on 
Facebook at Epiphanyparish.com  Drive Up Communion is avail-
able Sundays till 8:30am (Canopy). 
 
Note:  8:15am School Masses are currently closed to the pub-
lic due to the Pandemic. 

 

 

Sunday, February 7, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
       4:00pm  Susan Lamb 
   7:30am Kathy Albee 
     10:30am  People of The Parish 
 

Monday,  February 8,  St. Josephine Bakhita 
 7:00am  Diane Bussan 
 

Tuesday,  February 9, Weekday 
 7:00am        Steven Schultz 
 8:15am  Mary Fetsko 
 

Wednesday,  February 10, St. Scholastica 

 7:00am  Gene and Patricia Kernes 
 8:15am  George& Marcia Gibbons 
 

Thursday,  February 11, Our Lady of Lourdes 

 7:00am  Rev. Thomas Kelly 
 8:15am  Ann Dennison 
 

Friday,  February 12, Weekday 
 7:00am        George and Lorraine Sweeney 
                          

Sunday, February 14, 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 4:00pm  Bill and Ruth Harrington 
 7:30am        Carolee Pretet 
     10:30am  John, Dave, and Steve Perl 
 

Confession Time (Saturday) 
3:00pm  Reconciliation  in Parish Hall.  Please enter 
from the Corridor and depart out the South Door onto the 
Parking Lot. 

Adoration Chapel News 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament has returned to the 
Chapel: Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 6pm.  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In the past week I have been trying 
to understand better the idea and 
reality of “polarization.”  It seems to 
be a political constant, and affect 
the Church as well.  Why bother?  
Because sorting out one’s context is 
important when communicating a 
message (the Faith, for example).   

So, I picked up and read the book, 
Polarization in the US Catholic Church.  It is a collection 
of essays resulting from a Notre Dame Conference in 
2015.  I will share a takeaway or two.  In general the book 
has helped me as a cautionary tale to appreciate the 
complexity of our setting today, for me as a priest, 
preacher and Facebook “friend.” 

Bishop Flores of Brownsville Texas noted that familial 
images were adopted early in the Christian community. 
Identifying one another as brothers, sisters, fathers, and 
mothers is tightly woven into the New Testament record.  
Indeed, we are a household of faith. We are the Body of 
Christ, made so by baptism. That has consequences with 
how we engage each other.  Family forms our context. 

For believers, he says, the first question is “who are you 
to me?” And for the Christian, the answer is always the 
same: you are my brother, and you are my sister, etc.  
“The relation is prior to the conversation and to the disa-
greement.  But if the relation is not apprehended at the 
start of the discussion, what happens then? We might as 
well ask what happens when salt goes flat.” He asserts 
that without a renewal in the primacy of relations in our 
dealings with one another, the Church will diminish.  That 
goes directly to mission effectiveness.  And the mission is 
the Great Commission. 

Charlie Camosy, in the conclusion, proposes a starting 
point. “We must see ourselves as Pope Francis sees him-
self first: as a sinner.” We are each prone to mistakes and 
self-deception, and we need the space and freedom to 
change our minds as a result of listening to the insights of 
someone who thinks differently. 

I readily acknowledge that I am a sinner.  I suppose that is 
the inner ring of all contexts.  Best wishes.  —Fr. Eric 

FROM THE PASTOR 
ON POLARIZATION 
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Do you know a holy person? I’m not talking about piety 
— that’s important, too, in its own way. But right now, 
I’m speaking of holiness.  

St. Therese of Lisieux called holiness “a disposition of the 
heart that makes us humble and little in the arms of God, 
aware of our weakness, and confident — in the most au-
dacious way — in His Fatherly goodness.” 

The holy person sees a storm on the horizon of life, and 
rather than give themselves over to fear and despair 
(natural and understandable reactions), regards the gath-
ering winds as an opportunity to rely more fully on God. 
The holy person takes a bad situation and sanctifies it 
with charity and understanding that defies our fallen hu-
man nature.  

Peter’s mother-in-law was still in the throes of a fever 
when Jesus grasped her hand. It wasn’t until she took his 
hand and allowed him to help her up that “the fever left 
her and she waited on them.” Before the fever could 
leave her, she had to commit to holiness — to put her 

 PARISH CONTACTS  
Parish Office 
(309) 452-2585 
Epiphanyparish.com 
 
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Eric Powell (Pastor) 
pastor@epiphanyparish.com   
 

Deacon Mark Cleary (Baptisms) 
mcleary08@comcast.net  
 

Cindy Myers, Kara Esker (Pastoral Team) 
Pastoral.assitant@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Kara Esker (Youth, CCD)  
kara.esker@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Domine King, Joyce Tellman (Office Staff) 
office@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Angie O’Connor (Parish/School Books) 
business.manager@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Sean and Jennifer Stevens (Music) 
music@epiphanyparish.com 
 

 

Parish Outreach 
Orlando Lopez  (St. Vincent de Paul) 
outreach@epiphanyparish.com 
 

NOTICE: If you find yourself in serious economic need due to the pan-
demic, St. Vincent de Paul and Epiphany Parish want to help.  Email Orlan-
do Lopez at Parish Outreach. 

SHARING IN THE WORK OF GOD 
Thank you for your generosity in support of our mission.  

Gifts from Our Parish Family 
 

January 31, 2021…………....…………………..…..$14,417 
E-giving…………..…………………….…….…….……….$6,609 
Special………………………………….…..….……………$2,039 
Parish Endowment…..………...………………….…....$578 
School Endowment…………….…………….....…...$1,321 
Capital Improvement………….……………..…….…..$140 
 
 

Weekly Budget…………….……………….….........$24,500 
YTD Budget (31 weeks) …………….….…….….$759,500 
YTD Income……………………………..…...….......$751,443 
YTD Balance………………………….....………………($8,057) 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
THE AUDACITY OF HOLINESS 

trust in him in a most audacious way. She had to find it 
within herself to lift her weakened hand to grasp his — 
and as soon as she did, she was rewarded. Her bodily 
health restored, she gave thanks, and attended to his 
needs. 

God’s hand is always outstretched to us. Will we take it, 
even if the fever of sin and pride and worldly concerns 
rages in our souls? Will we muster the strength? Will we 
be audacious enough to have confidence in His Fatherly 
goodness? 

School Office 
(309) 452-3268 
Epiphanyschools.org 
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My dearest young 
sisters and broth-
ers in Christ, 

Social and public 
norms continue to 
evolve in just 
about every area 
of our lives. On the 
first day of each 
new year, there 
are numerous 

different laws introduced in most com-
munities. They supplant old regulations 
and most of us have to check our behav-
ior and activities that may have become 
unlawful with the mere changing of the 
clock. The once socially acceptable ways 
of doing things in next to no time can be-
come obsolete and even useless, just 
consider the quick develop-
ments in technology. ... Lan-
guage, fashions, technology, 
scientific knowledge, and med-
icine are just some of the fac-
ets in life where change hap-
pens with breathtaking swift-
ness. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are they who 
mourn, ... Blessed are you 
when they insult you and per-
secute you and utter every 
kind of evil against you 
[falsely] because of me”  

My goodness, that might 
sound to you like just another 
change in standards. Hardly, it 
is categorically the greatest 
and most enduring transformation in 
standards that any of us will ever be 
asked to accept. We are now called to a 
new standard, a higher standard, a divine 
standard – and one that will not pass 

away as ever being outmoded or obsolete. 

The Beatitudes are the new standards that dare to suggest that 
we are to view life itself and our opinions about other people in a 
different way. These new standards are so revolutionary as to pro-

pose that no life, no person, and no class of people are beyond our love 
and our respect. They are standards that say there is no such thing as an 
inopportune life or a reason, no matter how grave, no matter how serious, 
no matter how convincing that renders any life useless and deserving of 
hatred or destruction. The Word of the God exhorts us that it is no longer 
fashionable to hate – and it never was. Yet, just like every other measure 
of living, it is difficult to undergo a fashion change in our attitudes toward 
life. That is the challenge that faces our nation and far too many other na-
tions as well regarding the inalienable value of human life at every mo-
ment of its existence.  ... 

For 48 years, regrettably the people of our nation have been given all 
types of deceptive excuses to continue our dreadful practice of killing in-
fant children within the womb. Various people have called it merely a 
choice, others claim it as a human right, some have defended it as a per-
sonal decision, a few even suggest it as just a womanly act of self-
determination—anything to keep from accepting God’s standard of re-
spect and love for every life—even that which is waiting to be born. 

Today, we find ourselves hopelessly mired in defective excuses that now 
extend to other acts of brutality against the terminally ill and aged, the 

immigrant seeking a better life, against prisoners 
who may have committed heinous crimes, but are 
still human beings. Still some societies have au-
thorized laws that allow a person to take their 
own life – with the assistance of medical person-
nel whose primary job from time immemorial was 
to save and embellish life. We tell ourselves that 
capital punishment prevents crime and that some 
horrible criminals deserve to die – even as we con-
tinue to learn that too many convicted persons 
have been sentenced to death and later exonerat-
ed by DNA tests or whose very trials have been 
judged to have been unfair or biased.  

We continue to pursue unspeakable human bru-
tality against other people with whom we might 
disagree – politically, ideologically, and – sad to 
say – even religiously. We look for any grounds to 
avoid the divine standard of respect for every liv-
ing person. Yet we are called to a standard that 
dares to demand that we become perfect, just as 
our heavenly Father is perfect – “be holy, for I, the 

Lord, your God am holy.” Standards have changed and too many of us re-
main hopelessly outdated in our attitudes toward life itself. At Eucharist 
this morning, let us pray for a widely accepted way of viewing and valuing 
all human life – God’s way – an old fashioned, yet perfectly contemporary 
way, of seeing every life as sacred, holy, and inalienable. 

CARDINAL GREGORY 
MASS FOR LIFE 2021 

“For 48 years, regrettably the 
people of our nation have 
been given all types of decep-
tive excuses to continue our 
dreadful practice of killing in-
fant children within the womb. 
Various people have called it 
merely a choice, others claim 
it as a human right, some have 
defended it as a personal deci-
sion, a few even suggest it as 
just a womanly act of self-
determination – anything to 
keep from accepting God’s 
standard of respect and love 
for every human life – even 
that which is waiting to be 
born.” 
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Much has been done and is being 
done; yet much remains to be done.  
Faced with human trafficking, a phe-
nomenon as complex as it is dark, it 
is essential to ensure the coordina-
tion of various pastoral initiatives, 
both locally and internationally.  The 
offices established by local Church-
es, religious congregations and Cath-
olic organizations, are called to 
share their experience and 
knowledge, join forces and coordi-
nate their activity regarding the 
countries of origin, transit and desti-
nation of those who are trafficked. 

To make its action more adequate 
and effective, the Church should 
welcome the help of other political 
and social actors. Engagement in 
structured collaborations with public 
institutions and civil society organi-
zations will guarantee more effec-
tive and longer-lasting results. 

I offer heartfelt thanks for all that 
you are already doing on behalf of 
our many brothers and sisters who 
are the innocent victims of the com-

Born in southern Sudan, Josephine was kidnapped at the age of 7, sold into slavery and given the name Bakhita, which 
means “fortunate.” She was resold several times, finally to the Italian consul in Khartoum, Sudan.  He took Josephine 
to Italy and gave her to a friend. Bakhita became babysitter to the wife, whom she accompanied to Venice’s Institute of 
the Catechumens, run by the Canossian Sisters. While Mimmina was being instructed, Josephine felt drawn to the 
Catholic Church. She was baptized and confirmed in 1890, taking the name Josephine.  The future saint refused to re-
turn to Africa. During the ensuing court case, the Canossian Sisters and the patriarch of Venice intervened on Jose-
phine’s behalf. The judge concluded that since slavery was illegal in Italy, she had actually been free since 1885.  Jose-
phine entered the Institute of St. Magdalene of Canossa in 1893 and made her profession three years later. She once 
said, “Be good, love the Lord, pray for those who do not know Him. What a great grace it is to know God!” 

modification of the human person.  
Let us say this loud and clear: the 
commodification of the human per-
son.  We must say this and empha-
size it because it is the truth.  I en-
courage you to persevere in this 
mission, which is often risky and 
anonymous.  Risky indeed for lay 
persons, but also for religious.  It is 
risky because even within the con-
gregation there are those who look 
at you askance!  (I see the Sisters 
are nodding yes).  It is risky, but we 
have to persevere.  It is anonymous, 
but precisely because of this, an ir-
refutable proof of your selfless gen-
erosity. 

Through the intercession of Saint 
Josephine Bakhita, who was en-
slaved as a child, sold and bought, 
but was eventually liberated and 
then “flourished” in fullness as a 
daughter of God, I pray for you.  Up-
on all of you and on those who are 
committed to the struggle against 
human trafficking, I invoke abundant 
blessings.  I will keep thinking of you 
and I pray for you.  And you, please, 
do not forget to pray for me.  Thank 
you! —Francis 

 

Trafficking: Key Statistics 

The Walk Free Foundation's "Global 
Estimate of Modern Slavery" (2016) 
provides alarming statistics on the 
prevalence of human trafficking 
worldwide: 

 25% of all victims are children 
age 17 or younger, representing 10 
million girls and boys worldwide 

 Nearly 30% of all victims are 
men and boys; jumping to 46% for 
victims of forced labor 

 Of the 24.9 million victims of 
forced labor and commercial sexual 
exploitation, nearly 1 of 4 were ex-
ploited outside their home country 

 

Why is Human Trafficking So 
Prevalent? 

Owing to the hidden nature of the 
crime, lax enforcement of anti-
trafficking laws, the ease with which 
victims can be re-exploited, and 
large demand, human trafficking is 
considered a low risk and highly lu-
crative illegal enterprise. Calculated 
as a 150-billion-dollar industry, mod-
ern day slavery has become the fast-
est growing source of illicit profit for 
criminals worldwide. 
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When St. John Paul II canonized St. Jose-
phine, he proclaimed her the “Universal 
Sister.”  

Considering that Pontiff´s lifelong strug-
gle against tyranny and oppression of all 
sorts, the logic behind that proclamation 
is clearly seen. Slavery, an ancient evil 
that shackles bodies and souls, is cruelly 
alive and well today, destroying the lives 
of people around the world, It is a 
“universal injustice.” St. Josephine´s life 
reminds us that within the heart of every 
enslaved person is the divine image 
yearning to be free, for “the glory of God 
is a human being fully alive,” as St. Ire-
naeus so forcefully declared. 

As human trafficking in-
creases its devastating on-
slaught worldwide, God 
shows us an intrepid exam-
ple of empowerment and 
dignity in this audacious 
saint. Born to a virtuous 
animist family in late 
19th century Sudan, at the 
age of nine Josephine 
Bakhita was kidnapped by 
Arab slavers. She endured a 
succession of brutal 
“owners” who degraded, 
tortured, and, in a manner 
alike many traffickers to-
day, “branded” her with 
tattoos denoting owner-
ship.  Eventually she be-
came servant a noble Vene-
tian family, who took her to 
Italy, where she served as the children´s 
much beloved nanny. Because the family 
needed to tend to their business interests 
in Africa, however, St. Josephine was left 
at the Institute of the Catechumens for a 
year, in the care of the Canossian Sisters. 

For the family who wanted to hold on to 

their slave, this was a big mistake. For, with the Sisters St. Jose-
phine first heard the most radically liberating message in human 
history: Christ had died for her, and she was beloved from all eter-
nity by Him, who she recognized as “that God who from childhood 
I had felt in my heart without knowing who he was.” When Lady 

Turina, her former “owner,” came back for her, St. Josephine had already 
made her choice: “No, I will not leave the house of the Lord.” The next few 
days were intense, with Turina threatening and harassing Josephine Bakhi-
ta and the Sisters. Finally, the Cardinal Patriarch of Venice himself came 
and defended St. Josephine´s freedom, armed with a favorable verdict 
from the kingdom´s attorney general.  Like many traffickers today, Lady 
Turina tried to use “love” as a mechanism of control, the love that the 
saint had for the household´s children. To no avail: “It was the Lord who 
filled me with such firmness, because he wanted to make me all His.” 

In the words of the Archbishop of Khartoum, a pastor in an enslaved land, 
we entrust the vulnerable to her intercession: “All of you who are refu-
gees, oppressed, exhausted, and without a roof—you are `Bakhita.’ All of 
you who are victims of injustice and exploitation, victims of discrimination 
and of persecution—you are `Bakhita.` And God´s love and tenderness 
embrace you.” Prayer is spiritual action, as St. Josephine reminded us be-
fore departing: “If the Lord allows it, I will send so many graces from para-

dise for the salvation of souls.” Let´s take her up on 
that promise.   

“This holy daughter of Africa showed herself truly to 
be a child of God:  the love and forgiveness of God 
were tangible realities that transformed her life in an 
extraordinary way. She even came to feel gratitude 
to the slave-traders who captured her and to those 
who mistreated her:  for, as she herself would later 
say, if these things had not happened, she would not 
have become a Christian or a professed sister in the 
Canossian community. 

“Through the inter-
cession of St Bakhita 
let us pray that all 
men and women 
will come to know 
the saving presence 
of the Lord Jesus 
and thus be freed 
from slavery to sin 

and death. And in particular, let us be 
mindful of her homeland, Sudan, where 
war and violence continue to sow de-
struction and despair:  may the Lord's 
healing hand touch the hearts of those 
responsible for this suffering and open 
the way to reconciliation, forgiveness and 
peace.” St. John Paul II, October 2, 2000 

UNIVERSAL SISTER 
ST. JOSEPHINE BAKHITA 

“All of you who are refu-
gees, oppressed, exhaust-
ed, and roofless—you are 
`Bakhita.’ All of you who 
are victims of injustice and 
exploitation, victims of 
discrimination and of per-
secution—you are 
`Bakhita.` And God´s love 
and tenderness embrace 
you.”  
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Dear Friends,  

Registration opens for grades K-8 on 
Monday—February 1st for existing 
families for the 2021-2022 school 
year.  After analyzing the current 
budget and enrollment projections 
for the few years it has been decid-
ed to increase tuition by $65/
student.  The tuition structure for 
2021-2022 is as follows: 

  K-8 Single Child   $5,250  +1.25% 

  K-8 Two Children  $9,260  +1.47% 

  K-8 Three + Children  $11,900 +1.71% 

  Non-Parishioner (Each) $6,500  +1.17% 

With a cost per student cost calculated at $6,500, the 
parish is subsidizing over $1,000 for each child’s educa-
tion.  Our single child tuition rate is at levels similar to 
other parochial schools in town.  The rate for multiple 
children is significantly lower than other schools.  The 
entire tuition structure was electronically forwarded to 
our families last week. 

We say, repeatedly, that a Catholic school education is 
well worth the economic sacrifice our families make to 
have their children here.  Everything we do, every activity 
or game should have Jesus Christ at the center.  Our faith 
is the focus of our existence. 

There are associated practical advantages that our school 
provides for the area.  First, the existence of private 
schools (Catholic schools make up 53% of all private 
schools nation-wide) infuses competition into an educa-
tional system that, by its nature, offers little opportunity 
for choice.  Secondly, our school saves area taxpayers 
almost $3.4 million (2018 – Illinois state median of per 
elementary pupil cost - $12,000) by educating the 280 
students in our K-8 programs.   

If you have any questions on whether or not you child
(ren) would benefit from a school centered on the Gospel
-mission of Jesus Christ please do not hesitate to in con-
tacting me.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

May the Lord bless your week,   

—Mike Lootens 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
TUITION COSTS 

Epiphany Youth Ministry 

High School Youth Group will NOT meet this weekend 
(Feb 7th). Next weekend (Feb 14th) join us in the parish 
hall from 6:30-8 for a talk on The Four Loves, a service 
project for the Village at Mercy Creek, and fun and 
games! February 21st, Youth Group will join the TEC 
event (details below!) in lieu of our regularly scheduled 
events.  Junior High Youth Group meets once a month to 
play games, share faith, and grow together in our journey 
towards Christ. The next Junior High Youth Group is Fri-
day, February 19th from 7-8:30 pm in the Parish Hall.   
Teens Encounter Christ Celebration - Sunday February 
21, 2021 from 4:00 - 6:00 pm at St. Patrick Church of Mer-
na. Come join us for a Sunday afternoon of music, reflec-
tion, and mass. All are welcome, including the TEC com-
munity, and any teens and their families that are interest-
ed in learning more about TEC. Go to bn-tec.org for more 
information.  To receive Youth Ministry updates, join our 
Flocknote group or email kara.esker@epiphany par-
ish.com to be added to the email list! 

Discerning Priesthood or Consecrated Life? 

“Everyone is searching for You.” Is your search for the 
Lord leading you to a vocation to the priesthood or conse-
crated life? Call Fr. Chase Hilgenbrinck at (309) 671-1550, 
or e-mail: fr_hilgenbrinck@cdop.org.  For those conse-
crated to God by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedi-
ence, that they may seek to live their baptismal promises 
more intensely and have the grace to persevere in their 
commitment to the Lord and serve with open hearts and 
willing spirits, we pray to the Lord.  

YOUNG AT HEART 

 Celebrate Valentine’s Day!    Join us for lunch at the Olive 
Garden, Veteran’s Parkway and Empire, on February 12, 
2021.     Seating will begin at 11:30am.    You will order off 
the menu.  Come enjoy a delicious meal, conversation, 
and visit with friends.  Young At Heart is open to anyone 
50 years young and older.    Reservations:  Call Mary-
Margaret  at 309-452-7976.   Covid restrictions apply and 
continue to watch the local news for updates.  

2021-2022  KINDERGARTEN AT ESC 

Epiphany Catholic School 

PARISH UPDATES 
CATCH UP HERE 

Continued on Next Page 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 
GOING DEEPER INTO SCRIPTURE 

If I knew then what I know now 

If I only knew then what I know now, how different life 
would be. This sentiment, expressed in myriad ways, is 
found on every human being’s lips at one point or anoth-
er. Life may have brought us to a vulnerable place where 
we see some of the poor choices we made and the 
effects they are having. Perhaps we fell into some de-
structive and dysfunctional relationships or behaviors and 
are finding how they held us captive. Our zeal and pas-
sion for life may have drifted away and we are waking up 
to the reasons apathy has taken hold. Life can be hard. In 
fact, some would describe their lives as a drudgery. They 
walk through each day with an anxious unsettledness, 
wondering when their restlessness will cease. There is a 
temptation to believe that what I see is all I will get. Mor-
tality and hopelessness await the dawn. If I could only 
have known what would come in the future, I could have 
made better choices and avoided all of this misery! 

Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin, 
impulsiveness, and idiosyncrasies that cause us to stum-
ble over ourselves, life is really a journey. If we don’t 
make the mistake of wallowing in the mire of self-pity 
and realize the new life God is calling us to, then there 
are thrills, adventures, surprises, and soul-searching grac-
es we can surely miss. We are not tethered to our past 
nor are we bound to the ills life can bring upon us. We 
are never hopeless or helpless. The problem is that our 
myopic vision only allows us to see the misery and mis-
fortune that is before us, not the potential that can come 
from choosing healthier and more life-giving options. Je-
sus came that we might have fullness of life. We need to 
learn how to reach for Jesus’ hand and let him help us up. 

We need to allow God into our pain and heal our past. 
We have to wrestle with our histories, agonize and 
search and cry out for the Divine healing we need to re-
store our faith, hope, and love. Job could not see how his 
story would end or trust the guidance of the God who 
called him. We live in that same blindness and suffer 
from the same lack of confidence. Once we allow our-
selves to be touched by God’s healing power, we begin to 
see that all of the pieces of our lives are necessary parts 
of a greater whole. Along the way of our lives, God uses 
our omissions and failures to create new things and pos-
sibilities. 

READINGS 
THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURES 

First Reading: 
“I am filled with restlessness until the dawn.” (Jb 7:4)  
When We hear how Job struggled to find meaning and 
hope in his life. How does your faith help you get through 
difficult times in your life? 

Second Reading: 
“I have become all things to all, to save at least some.  All 
this I do for the sake of the gospel,   so that I too may 
have a share in it.” (1 Cor 9:22-23)  Paul speaks of his sin-
gular desire to preach the “gospel” (the Good News of 
Jesus Christ).  When do you share the gospel message 
with others? 

Gospel: 
“He cured many who were sick with various diseases,     
and he drove out many demons,  not permitting them to 
speak because they knew him.” (Mk 1:34) We learn that 
from the beginning of his public ministry Jesus was very 
purpose-driven: healing the sick and preaching the good 
news. How intentional is the practice of faith in your daily 
life? 

will be hosting a Virtual Kindergarten Information Evening 
on Monday—February 8, 2021 at 6:00pm.    Learn about 
the curriculum, schedule and meet the staff.   Please con-
tact Mike Lootens at mike.lootens@epiphanyschools.org 
to receive a Zoom invite.  Individual tours/meetings will 
be scheduled beginning on Tuesday—February 9, 2021.  
Please call Mike Lootens at 309.452.3268 with questions. 

ECS School Principal Sought 

Normal Epiphany Catholic School, a Pre-K – 8 school of 
approximately 380 students, is seeking applicants for the 
position of principal for the 2021-2022 school year.  The 
school, a 2011 recipient of the United States Department 
of Education’s Blue Ribbon Award, provides a student-
focused, standards-driven and secure educational envi-
ronment.  Instruction  is based upon the Gospel values 
that promote the spiritual, emotional, moral, intellectual 
and physical development of all students.   Previous ad-
ministrative experience is desired.  A principal application 
packet outlining qualifications and procedures is available 
at htpp://cdop.org/careers or by calling the Office of 
Catholic Schools at (309) 671-1550. A review of applicants 
will start in late march with interviews in mid-April. 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

www.osfhealthcare.org

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

309-268-1501
www.villageatmercycreek.org

A VIBRANT CATHOLIC SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 

Independent & Assisted Living

M
FRANCIS OMMUNITIES
Franciscan Ministries sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

ERCY CREEK
THE VILLAGE AT

CAN C

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613



Liliana Timoorazi 
Broker, CRS,  GRI 

  Award Winner for Impecable Customer Service , Loyalty & Integrity 
(309) 826-5559 • www.lilianacoldwellhomes.com

A Relationship that will last forever
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

WEDDING BLOCKS 
HOT BREAKFAST BUFFET 

MTGS & BANQUETS 100
 

1715 Parkway Plaza Drive & Veteran Pkway 

309-862-1600 | Deacorp@aol.com
Tony & Karen De Angelis, Owners

Conference Center


