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Good Morning,  

Today, let’s shed light 
on how prayer always 
returns into daily life 
from the Liturgy: on 
the streets, in offices, 
on public transporta-
tion... And there it 
continues the dialogue 
with God: one who 
prays is like someone 
in love who always 

carries the beloved person in his or her heart 
wherever they go. 

Essentially, everything becomes a part of this 
dialogue with God: every joy becomes a rea-
son for praise, every trial is an opportunity to 
ask for help. Prayer is always alive in our lives, 
like embers, even when the mouth does not 
speak, but the heart speaks. Every thought, 
even apparently “profane” ones, can be per-
meated by prayer. ... Christian prayer instils 
an invincible hope in the human heart: what-
ever experience may touch us on our journey, 
God’s love can turn it into good. 

In this regard, the Catechism reads: “We learn 
to pray at certain moments by hearing the 
Word of the Lord and sharing in his Paschal 
Mystery, but his Spirit is offered us at all 
times, in the events of each day, to make 
prayer spring up from us... time is in the Fa-
ther’s hands; it is in the present that we en-
counter him, not yesterday nor tomorrow, 
but today” (n. 2659). Today I meet God, today 
is always the day of the encounter. 

There is no day more wonderful day than the 
one we are living. Those who live always 
thinking about the future: “But the future will 
be better...”, but do not take each day as it 
comes are people who live in their fantasy, 
they do not know how to deal with concrete 
reality. And today is real, today is concrete. 
And prayer takes place today. Jesus comes to 
meet us today, the day we are living. And it is 
prayer that transforms this day into grace, or 
better, that transforms us: it quells anger, 
sustains love, multiplies joy, instils the 
strength to forgive. Sometimes it will seem 

that it is no longer we who are living, but that grace lives and works in us 
through prayer. And when an angry, an unhappy thought comes to us, 
that moves us toward bitterness, let us stop ourselves and say to the 
Lord: “Where are you? And where am I going?” And the Lord is there, 
the Lord will give us the right word, the advice to go ahead without that 

bitter taste of negativity. For prayer is always — to use a profane word — positive. 
Always. It will carry you forward. Each day that begins, if welcomed in prayer, is 
accompanied by courage, so that the problems we have to face no longer seem to 
be obstacles to our happiness, but rather appeals from God, opportunities for our 
encounter with him. And when one is accompanied by the Lord, he or she feels 
more courageous, freer, and even happier. 

Thus, let us always pray for everything and for everyone, even for our enemies. 
Jesus counselled us to do this: “Pray for your enemies”. Let us pray for our dear 
ones, but also for those we do not know. Let us pray even for our enemies, as I 
said, as the Scriptures often invite us to do. Prayer inclines us toward a supera-
bundant love. Let us pray above all for unhappy people, for those who weep in 
solitude and give up hope that there might still be someone who loves them. 
Prayer works miracles; and so the poor understand, by God’s grace that, even in 
their precarious situation, the prayer of a Christian makes Christ’s compassion 
present. ... 

Prayer helps us love others, despite their mistakes and their sins. The person is 
always more important than his or her actions, and Jesus did not judge the world, 
but saved it. The life of people who always judge others, who are always con-
demning, judging, is a horrible one... It is a horrible, unhappy life. Jesus came to 
save us. Open your heart, forgive, give others the benefit of the doubt, under-
stand, you, too, be close to others, be compassionate, be tender, like Jesus. We 
have to love each and every one, remembering in prayer that we are all sinners 
and at the same time loved individually by God. Loving the world in this way, lov-
ing it with tenderness, we will discover that each day and everything bears within 
it a fragment of God’s mystery. 

Mankind — the human per-
son, men and women, all of 
us — is like a breath, like a 
blade of grass (cf Ps 144:4; 
103:15). The philosopher 
Pascal once wrote: “There 
is no need for the whole 
universe to take up arms to 
crush him: a vapor, a drop 
of water is enough to kill 
him”.  

We are fragile beings, but 
we know how to pray: this 
is our greatest dignity and it 
is also our strength. Have 
courage. Pray in every mo-
ment, in every situation 
because the Lord is near us. 
And when a prayer is said 
according to Jesus’ heart, it 
obtains miracles.   

—Francis 

FROM POPE FRANCIS  
PRAYER IN DAILY LIFE 
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CELEBRATING OUR FAITH 
SACRAMENTS SCHEDULE 

Mass Times 
Incense is used at 10:30am Sunday Mass.  All Ministers have 
Gluten-free Hosts.  7:30 am Sunday Masses are Broadcast on 
Facebook at Epiphanyparish.com  Drive Up Communion is avail-
able Sundays till 8:30am (Canopy). 
 
Note:  8:15am School Masses are currently closed to the pub-
lic due to the Pandemic. 

 

 

Sunday, February 28, Second Sunday of Lent 
 4:00pm  George and Mary Fetsko 
 7:30am         Kenny and Roni Flener 
     10:30am  George and Lorraine Sweeney 
 

Monday,  March 1,  Lenten Weekday 
 7:00am  Judith Mary Stevens 
 

Tuesday,  March 2, Lenten Weekday 
 7:00am        Nancy Hausler 
 8:15am  Al and Marge Lopinot 
  

Wednesday,  March 3, Lenten Weekday 
 7:00am  Kenny Flener 
 8:15am  George Luber, Jr. 
 

Thursday,  March 4, Lenten Weekday 

 7:00am  Mary Ellen and Martin Leahy 
 8:15am  Dorothy Bushur 
 

Friday,  March 5,  Lenten Weekday 
 7:00am        Margo Schmitt 
 5:30pm  Walljasper Family 
 

Sunday, March 7,  Third Sunday of Lent 
 4:00pm  Steve Fillippone 
 7:30am         Susan Heller Goforth 
     10:30am  Bill Cunningham 
 

Confession Times 
5:00pm Friday and 3:00pm Saturday in the Parish Hall.  
Please enter from the Corridor and depart out the South 
Door onto the Parking Lot. 

Adoration Chapel News 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament has returned to the 
Chapel: Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 6pm.  

‘‘WOMAN, BEHOLD YOUR SON!” 
Mary, the Mother of Believers 

With this meditation we continue our 
contemplation of Mary in the paschal 
mystery. The theme of our reflection is 
the word Jesus addressed from the 
cross to his mother and to the disciple 
whom he loved: 

When Jesus saw his mother, and the 
disciple whom he loved standing near, 
he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, 

your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!’ 
And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. (Jn 
19:26-27)  We contemplate her as the Mother of Christians, as 
our mother. 

We must immediately state that we are not dealing with two 
titles and two truths on the same level. “Mother of God” is a 
solemnly defined title; it is based on a real maternity. It has a 
close and even essential connection with the main truth of our 
faith, that Jesus is both God and man in the same person, and, 
finally, it is a title received by the Church at large. “Mother of 
the faithful,” or “our mother” indicates a spiritual maternity. It 
is not so closely connected to the main truths of the faith. We 
can’t say it has been a truth held by all Christians, everywhere 
and always, but it reflects the doctrine and devotion of some 
Churches, especially the Catholic Church. 

St. Augustine helps us to immediately grasp the similarities and 
differences between the two maternities.  Physically, Mary is 
only the Mother of Jesus, whereas spiritually, in that she does 
God’s will, she is both his sister and mother. She wasn’t a 
Mother in spirit of the Head, who is also the Savior, from 
whom rather she was born, but she certainly is a mother in 
spirit to us, the members, because by her charity she cooperat-
ed within the Church in the birth of the faithful who are mem-
bers of that same Head.[1] 

In this meditation, we should like to aim at bringing to light all 
the richness, and Christ’s gift, enclosed in this title so that we 
may use it not only to honor Mary by attributing to her yet an-
other title but to edify our faith and grow in the imitation of 
Christ. 

Like physical maternity, spiritual maternity takes place in two 
different acts and moments: conception and birth. Neither on 
its own is sufficient. Mary experienced both of these moments: 
she spiritually conceived us and gave us birth. She conceived 
us, that is, welcomed us, when—perhaps even at the moment 
of her calling at the an-

CARD. CANTALAMESSA  
A LENTEN MARIAN MEDITATION 

Continued on Page 9 
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In 1797, during Napoleon Bonaparte's Italian campaign, 
Raphael’s masterpiece was taken to Paris by French troops 
and installed in the Louvre. On 19 February 1799, Napoleon 
concluded the Treaty of Tolentino with Pope Pius VI, in 
which was formalized the confiscation of 100 artistic treas-
ures from the Vatican. 

Among the most sought after treasures Napoleons agents 
coveted were the works of Raphael. For artists like Jacques-
Louis David, and his pupils Girodet and Ingres, Raphael rep-
resented the embodiment of French artistic ideals. Conse-
quently, Napoleon's committee seized every available Raph-
ael. To Napoleon, Raphael was simply the greatest of Italian 
artists and The Transfiguration his greatest work. The 
painting, along with the Apollo Belvedere, the Laocoön, the 
Capitoline Brutus and many others, received a triumphal 
entry into Paris on 27 July 1798, the fourth anniversary of 
Maximilien de Robespierre's fall. 

It became the centerpiece of a large Raphael exhibition in 
the Grande Galerie. More than 20 Raphaels were on display. 
The painting's presence at the Louvre gave English painters 
like William Turner the opportunity to study it. Turner would 

dedicate the first of his lectures as Professor of Perspective 
at the Royal Academy to the picture. “Were I to decide by 
the effect it had upon me I should not hesitate to say that 
the patient care and solid manner in which The Transfigura-
tion is painted made an impression on my mind that caused 
other pictures esteemed of the first Class, to appear weak, 
and as wanting in strength & vigor.” — Joseph Farington, 
The Diary of Joseph Farington, 1831 

After the fall of Napoleon Bonaparte, in 1815, envoys to 
Pope Pius VII, Antonio Canova and Marino Marini managed 
to secure The Transfiguration (along with 66 other pictures) 
as part of the Treaty of Paris. After several moves within the 
Vatican, the painting now resides in the Pinacoteca Vatica-
na. 

The altarpiece (painted in 1516-1520) illustrates two epi-
sodes narrated in succession in the Gospel according to 
Matthew: the Transfiguration above, with Christ in glory 
between the prophets Moses and Elijah, and below, in the 
foreground, the meeting of the Apostles with the obsessed 
youth who will be miraculously cured by Christ on his return 
from Mount Tabor. 

This is Raphael's last painting and appears as the spiritual 
testament of the artist. The work is considered in his biog-
raphy, written by the famous artist and biographer of the 
16th century, Giorgio Vasari, "the most famous, the most 
beautiful and most divine". 

THE TRANSFIGURATION 
RAFFAELLO SANZIO 
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Epiphany Youth Ministry 

High School Youth Group meets every Sunday from 6:30-8 pm 
in the Parish Hall.  We grow in our faith together, have fun, 
deepen our relationship with God, serve others, and grow in 
community and friendship. All are welcome!  Junior High Youth 
Group (grades 6-8) meets once a month to play games, share 
faith, and grow together in our journey towards Christ. The next 
Junior High Youth Group is Friday, March 12th from 7-8:30 pm 
in the Parish Hall. To receive Youth Ministry updates, join our 
Flocknote group or email kara.esker@epiphany parish.com to 
be added to the email list! 

Normal Knights of Columbus Scholarship 

The Knights are offering a scholarship that is open to any Epiph-
any Parish 8th grader planning to attend Central Catholic in the 
Fall of 2021.  Details along with the application can be found 
at http://kofc6498.org/vfm/forms/. Applications due 3/31.     

Homebound Outreach    

We are trying to stay connected with our parishioners who are 
home-bound due to the pandemic or age-related issues.  You 
have a family member, close neighbor or friend who is an 
Epiphany Parish member who would may benefit from a friend-
ly phone call or assistance with Flocknotes, our online commu-
nication tool. With their permission, please call the parish office 
at:  309-452-2585 x 2 or email: office@epiphanyparish.com so 
we can reach out. 

Discerning Priesthood or Consecrated Life? 

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” Is the Lord strength-
ening you to consider the grace of a vocation to the priesthood 
or consecrated life? Call Fr. Chase Hilgenbrinck at (309) 671-
1550, or e-mail: fr_hilgenbrinck@cdop.org. That those consid-
ering a call to the priesthood or consecrated life will answer the 
call of the Lord unhesitatingly like Abraham, we pray to the 
Lord. 

ECS School Principal Sought 

Normal Epiphany Catholic School, a Pre-K – 8 school of approxi-
mately 380 students, is seeking applicants for the position of 
principal for the 2021-2022 school year.  The school, a 2011 
recipient of the United States Department of Education’s Blue 
Ribbon Award, provides a student-focused, standards-driven 
and secure educational environment.  Instruction  is based up-
on the Gospel values that promote the spiritual, emotional, 
moral, intellectual and physical development of all students.   
Previous administrative experience is desired.  A principal appli-
cation packet outlining qualifications and procedures is availa-
ble at htpp://cdop.org/careers or by calling the Office of Catho-

PARISH UPDATES 
CATCH UP HERE 

Dear Friends,  

Much has been written and debated, 
both positive and negative, about the 
Common Core State Standards.  It is not 
my purpose to present the case for ei-
ther view; needless to say many other 
far smarter than I have constructed 
compelling arguments to this end.  
Schools in the diocese are adapting to 
these standards; they will not drive the 
direction of our curriculum.  

The standards in the area of English Language have required 
some shifts in our English Language instruction.  I will summa-
rize these shifts as they pertain to Reading below: 

1.  Building Knowledge Through Content-Rich Informational 
Text.  It is generally recognized that reading an informational 
text is harder than reading one that is narrative in nature.  By 
the 4th grade, the standards would like to see a 50-50 
(Informational to Narrative) ratio in schools when comparing 
what students are reading.  Informational text needs to intro-
duce as early as possible through read-alouds, page 33 of the 
ELA Standards says, “…preparing for reading complex informa-
tional text should begin at the earliest age.  Read alouds lay the 
foundation for the reading and understanding of complex in-
formational text.” 

2. Developing Academic Vocabulary. The academic language of 
informational text is far different from narrative.  The exposure 
to informational text enhances the breadth of a student’s 
knowledge, lack of exposure narrows it. 

3.  Understanding the Staircase of Text Complexity. Reading 
Between the Lines, ACT, 2006 said, “…performance on complex 
text is the greatest differentiator between students who are 
likely to be ready for higher education.”  As students go on in 
their schooling, the text gets more complex. This exposure to 
complex text is the greatest predictor to academic success in 
college. 

4. Encouraging Text Based Answers. College and the workplace 
require a person to be able to cite from text.  This skill, re-
quired by the standards in Grade 3, expects a student to be 
able to discuss evidence from text rather than from their own 
experience.   

These touch the surface of the ways the Common Core helps to 
shape our Reading curriculum.   As I mentioned at the outset, 
these standards are infused into our teachings but do not drive 
them.  First and foremost, the Gospel teaching of Jesus Christ is 
at the center of the students’ learning at Epiphany Catholic 
School.  May the Lord bless your week,   —Mike Lootens 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
COMMON CORE REVISITED 
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SHARING IN THE WORK OF GOD 
Thank you for your generosity in support of our mission.  

Gifts from Our Parish Family 
 

February 21 2021…………....…………………..…….$8,677 
E-giving…………..…………………….…….…….………$11,858 
Special………………………………….…..….………………..$715 
Parish Endowment…..………...………………….….....$140 
School Endowment…………….…………….....……....$160 
Capital Improvement………….……………..…….…...$415 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Budget…………….……………….…..........$24,500 
YTD Budget (34 weeks) …………….….…….…..$833,000 
YTD Income……………………………..…...…........$827,259 
YTD Balance………………………….....…………….…($5,741) 

March 5th and March 12th, and if we have a good to great turn-
out, we will continue having the Fish Fry Fridays during Lent. 
But we need to have real good support as we don't want to 
waste food. And the support we get by having people come and 
enjoy a great Fish dinner while trying to social distance, and 
wear your mask when not eating or drinking, but have a good 
time socializing with friends. If the first Fish Fry's don't 
have great amounts of support we will not be able to continue 
with them this year. So, please come, serving will be from 5:30 
till 7 PM. 

lic Schools at (309) 671-1550. A review of applicants will start in 
late march with interviews in mid-April. 

Showcase Central Is Virtually Live All The Time 

Showcase Central is the best way to get to see Central Catholic 
High School. We couldn't bring everyone to our school this 
year, so we found a way to bring our school to everyone. Our 
teachers and administrators put together a video tour of the 
school that you can access through our web-
site: www.blmcchs.org. 

8th Grade Students, Aspire To Be Saints 

We love showing families of 7th and 8th grade students around 
our school! 8th grade students also have the opportunity for a 
Shadow Day - spend the day with a freshman, go to their clas-
ses, enjoy our lunch and meet your future classmates. Call Scott 
Vogel, Director of Enrollment at 533-2200 to schedule a day.  
Central Catholic's online application is live now. Vis-
it www.blmcchs.org and click on the "Apply Today" button. This 
begins your registration process and keeps you informed about 
all of the important dates and opportunities to find out more 
about our school. If you're thinking about Central Catholic, ap-
ply today! 

St. Patrick’s Day Lunch     

Wednesday, March 17, 2021.  Wear your green and join us for 
lunch at 11:30am at Times Past Inn,  1216 Towanda Ave., 
Bloomington, IL.  Corned beef and cabbage will be available or 
you can order off the menu.    Young at Heart wel-
comes everyone 50 years young and older.   It is a wonderful 
way to meet people from all the parishes.  Reservations:  please 
call Mary-Margaret  at 452-7976.    

Bloomington Knights Fish Fries   

The Bloomington K of C hopes to have a successful Fish Fry 

 
Charlotte Ann Poorman Miller, moth-
er of the late Robert, her son, and  
sister of Carolyn Penn.  She is survived 
also by her nieces Kelly (Charles) Burns 
and Julie (Tim) Byrne; and daughter-in
-law Melissa Miller . 
 

 
 
 

OUR DEARLY DEPARTED 
GRANT ETERNAL REST, O LORD! 
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In late fall, I had a number of people in my home for an 
afternoon wine and cheese party. As is often common, the 
men gathered in one location and the ladies in another. The 
ladies sat in the living room, which has large windows with 
a southern exposure--lots of light. The men were huddled 
around a pub table in the kitchen, whose windows have a 
northern exposure. I don’t think the men minded since the 
pub table had all the wine bottles. But I digress. At some 
point, maybe around 4:30 p.m., I noticed that the men were 
standing in shadows! So I turned on the overhead light for 
them. 

Recently I checked all my ceiling lights to see if bulbs need-
ed to be replaced. I noticed one bulb seemed to be out in 
the hallway. When I removed the lens, I found that two of 
three bulbs were not working.  Things were darker than I 
had realized. Two new bulbs changed everything. 

Darkness is different. It is sneaky. You don’t notice that it is 
slowly moving in. The men in my kitchen were not suddenly 
in the dark; the darkness came so gradually that they did 
not notice. I have to assume that they would have flipped 
the light switch if they had realized what was happening. 
Haven’t you ever been driving down a highway in semi-
darkness before you realized you should turn on your head-
lights? Darkness does not announce itself.   

Light, on the other hand, is a proclamation. I immediately 
recognized the brightness when I had three bulbs instead of 
one lighting the hallway. The men noticed when I turned on 
the light in the kitchen. I always notice when day breaks. In 
fact, my personal favorite prayer time is just before dawn. I 
face large windows; and as I pray, light comes. It is some-
thing, a positive; darkness is no-thing, just the lack of some-
thing, existing by default. It has no essence of its own. Simi-
larly, spiritual darkness, like literal darkness, and with no 
substance, is stealthy, creeping slowly and almost imper-
ceptibly as light fades. We may tell ourselves that one day 
not praying the rosary won’t matter. Or we may realize we 
have not been to confession for a while but with shadowy 

thinking tell ourselves we 
have not committed a mor-
tal sin so not to worry be-
cause we can go later--
thereby not choosing the 
light of grace that Reconcili-
ation offers. 

We need to be on guard 
against slipping into a spir-
itual shadowland. We are 
people of Light. Praised be 
Jesus Christ.   

—Charlotte, March  2020 

CHARLOTTE MILLER 
REST IN PEACE 

Charlotte Miller, a woman of great 
learning, faith and action on behalf of 
the Kingdom of God, went home to the 
Lord this week after a long struggle 
with illness.  One year ago, she penned 
the following article for our bulletin—
one of many that this trained Catechist 
offered to the people of the parish over 
time.  May she rest in peace and know 
the blessings of God’s heralds.   

Charlotte Ann Poorman Miller: May 15, 1945  to February 
22, 2021.  Charlotte taught Creative and Critical Writing, 
Honors English, and Journalism at Mount St. Mary Academy 
in Little Rock, AR, where she was chairperson of the English 
Department for 31 years before retiring in 2010. She was a 
catechist for the Diocese of Little Rock as well as an instruc-
tor for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Her writing 
was published by Catholic News Service, the Christian Digest, 
the English Journal, Homiletic and Pastoral Review, the Ligu-
orian, Liturgical Press, the Religious Sisters of Mercy, Today’s 
Catholic Teacher, and the Arkansas Catholic, newspaper of 
the Diocese of Little Rock, for which she wrote a regular col-
umn.  

 

Dear Friends,  

It is getting lighter outside, longer days. Have you noticed? I 
have noticed because I watch for light. Moving toward 
Christmas, light lessens. Then we hit the winter solstice, in-
terestingly near the birth of the Light of the World, and light 
increases. 

I count the minutes. Really. 
Right after the winter sol-
stice, when the sun “stands 
still,” the days lengthen. In 
our latitude of the northern 
hemisphere, the days 
lengthen at roughly one 
minute per day. Then as we 
approach the vernal/spring 
equinox (equal nights and 
days), the addition of light 
revs up to roughly two 
minutes per day. I recount 
all this because light and 
dark interest me--
astronomically and meta-
phorically.   
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disciple was not simply representing John but the disciple of 
Jesus as such, that is, all his disciples. The dying Jesus gave them 
to Mary as her sons just as Mary was given to them as their 
mother. 

The words of Jesus often describe something already present, 
they reveal what exists; at other times, instead, they create and 
bring into existence what they express. The words of the dying 
Jesus to Mary and John are of the second type. This is similar to 
when he said, “This is my body,” and Jesus made the bread his 
body; when he said, “Behold, your mother” and “Behold, your 
son,” Jesus made Mary John’s mother and John Mary’s son. He 
didn’t just proclaim Mary’s new maternity, he instituted it. It 
doesn’t, therefore, come from Mary but from God’s Word; it is 
not founded on merit but on grace. 

Beneath the cross, Mary therefore appears as the daughter of 
Zion, who after the death and loss of her sons received a new 
and more numerous family from God, but by the Spirit and not 
the flesh. ... It shall be said of Mary, the new Zion, this one and 

that one were born in her. Of me, of 
you, and each person, even of those 
who do not know it yet, it is written 
in God’s register, “This one was born 
there.” 

But haven’t we been “born anew . . . 
through the living and abiding word 
of God” (1 Pet 1:23)? ... This is all 
very true, but it doesn’t take away 
from the fact that in another sense, 
subordinate and instrumental, we 
are also born of Mary’s faith and 
suffering. If St. Paul, as Christ’s serv-
ant and apostle, could say to his fol-
lowers, “I became your father in 
Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (1 
Cor 4:15), how much more can Mary 
say, I became your mother in Christ? 
Who has more right to use the 
apostle’s words, “My little children, 
with whom I am again in travail” (Gal 
4:19)? She gave us birth anew be-
neath the cross, because she had 
already given us birth a first time, in 

joy and not in suffering, when she gave the world the “living 
and abiding word,” Christ, in whom we are born again. 

Therefore, just as we applied to Mary beneath the cross the 
lamentation of the ruined Zion, which had drunk the chalice of 
divine wrath, now, trusting in the power and endless richness of 
God’s word, which goes well beyond exegetical schemes, we 
apply to her the hymn of Zion rebuilt after exile, as, full of won-
der, it gazes upon its new children and exclaims, “Who has 
borne me these? I was bereaved and barren, . . . but who has 
brought up these?” (Isa 49:21).  —Raniero 

nunciation and certainly 
afterward as Jesus grad-

ually advanced in his mission—she learned that her son wasn’t 
like other sons, a private person. He was the Messiah around 
whom a community was being formed. 

All of this was, therefore, the time of conception, of a heartfelt 
yes. Now, beneath the cross, it was the time of travail. Jesus, at 
this moment, addressed his mother as “Woman.” Even if we 
can’t be certain, but knowing that John the evangelist, besides 
being direct in speech also made use of allusions, symbols, and 
references, these words make us think of what Jesus said: 
“When a woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has 
come” (Jn 16:21), and of what Revelation says: “a woman . . . 
was with child and she cried out in her pangs of birth” (Rev 12:1
-2). 

Even if this woman was first of all the Church, the community of 
the new covenant giving birth to the new man and a new world, 
Mary was nevertheless personally involved as the beginning 
and the representative of this com-
munity of believers. At any rate, the 
comparison between Mary and the 
Woman was accepted by the Church 
very early on—already by St. Irenae-
us, a disciple of St. Polycarp, one of 
John’s disciples, when he saw Mary 
as the new Eve, the new “mother of 
all the living.”[2] 

Let us now turn to John’s text to see 
if there is any reference to what we 
have been saying. The words of Jesus 
to Mary, “Woman, behold your son,” 
and of those to John, “Behold, your 
mother,” hold a direct and real 
meaning. Jesus entrusted Mary to 
John and John to Mary. 

Yet this is not the full significance of 
the scene. Modern exegesis, which 
has made enormous progress in un-
derstanding the language and ex-
pressions of the Fourth Gospel, is 
even more convinced of this than the 
Fathers were. If you simply read the 
passage straight through, only as his last testamentary disposi-
tion, it would appear, it has been said, as a fish out of water or, 
rather, as clashing with the rest of the context. For John, the 
moment of death was the moment of the glorification of Jesus, 
the final fulfillment of Scripture and of all things. 

Therefore, given the context, it would be straining the text if we 
were to see only a private and personal significance and not, in 
accordance with traditional exegesis, a more universal and ec-
clesial significance linked in some way to the woman in Genesis 
3:15 and in Revelation 12. The ecclesial significance is that the 

Continued from Cantalamessa 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

www.osfhealthcare.org

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

Come visit us in our NEW home!
915 E Washington St. • Bloomington, IL 61701

(309) 827-8811
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.gingerbreadhousetoys.com

309-268-1501
www.villageatmercycreek.org

A VIBRANT CATHOLIC SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 

Independent & Assisted Living

M
FRANCIS OMMUNITIES
Franciscan Ministries sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

ERCY CREEK
THE VILLAGE AT

CAN C

Janel Harrison 
 Proud Parent of an Epiphany Student 

(309) 825-1668 | JanelHarrisonHomes@kw.com 
www.facebook.com/RealtorJanelHarrison/

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

Let’s talk about your real estate needs.



Liliana Timoorazi 
Broker, CRS,  GRI 

  Award Winner for Impecable Customer Service , Loyalty & Integrity 
(309) 826-5559 • www.lilianacoldwellhomes.com

A Relationship that will last forever
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

www.carmody�ynn.com

  

Facial Cosmetic Surgery  
Breast & Body Contouring Surgery  
Skin & Breast Cancer Reconstruction

www.chadtattinimd.com
(309) 664-1007          2502-C E. Empire St., Bloomington

Chad Tattini, M.D. 
Parishioner

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnew.com

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

CARING HANDS

309-589-0888 • Hourly & Live-In 
Serving the greater Bloomington/Peoria areas 

www.HBHCaringHands.com

Home Care • Caregivers

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

WEDDING BLOCKS 
HOT BREAKFAST BUFFET 

MTGS & BANQUETS 100
 

1715 Parkway Plaza Drive & Veteran Pkway 

309-862-1600 | Deacorp@aol.com
Tony & Karen De Angelis, Owners

Conference Center


