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Vision Statement: “To offer every person in our community a life-changing  
encounter with Jesus.” 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                                      July 18, 2021 
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Dear Friends,  

We are delving into the Letter to the 
Galatians, a little at a time. We have 
seen that these Christians find them-
selves in conflict on how to live the 
faith. The Apostle Paul begins writing 
his Letter by reminding them of their 
past relationship, his unease at being 
far from them, and the unchanging love 
he retains for each one of them. How-
ever, he does not fail to point out his 
concern that the Galatians should fol-

low the correct path: it is the concern of a father, who has gen-
erated the communities in the faith. His intention is very clear: 
it is necessary to reaffirm the novelty of the Gospel, which the 
Galatians received through his preaching, to 
build the true identity on which to base their 
existence.  

We immediately discover that Paul has a pro-
found knowledge of the mystery of Christ. From 
the beginning of his Letter he does not follow 
the shallow arguments used by his detractors. 
The Apostle “flies high” and shows us, too, how 
to behave when conflicts arise within the com-
munity. Only towards the end of the Letter, in 
fact, is it made explicit that at the heart of the 
diatribe is the question of circumcision, hence of 
the main Jewish tradition. Paul chooses the path 
of going deeper, because what is at stake is the 
truth of the Gospel and the freedom of Chris-
tians, which is an integral part of it. He does not 
stop at the surface of problems, of conflicts, as 
we are often tempted to do in order to find an 
immediate solution that gives us false hope that 
everyone can agree with a compromise. Paul 
loves Jesus and knows that Jesus is not a man-
God of compromises. This is not how the Gospel 
works, and the Apostle chooses to take the more challenging 
route. He writes: “Am I now seeking the favor of men, or of 
God’s?”. He does not try to make peace with everyone. And he 
continues: “Or am I trying to please men? If I were still pleas-
ing men, I should not be a servant of Christ” (Gal 1:10). 

Firstly, Paul feels it is his duty to remind the Galatians that he 
is a true apostle not by his own merit, but by God’s call. He 
recounts the story of his vocation and conversion, which coin-
cided with the apparition of the Risen Christ during the jour-
ney to Damascus (cf. Acts 9:1-9). It is interesting to observe 
what he affirms of his life prior to that event: “I persecuted the 

FROM POPE FRANCIS  
 CATECHESIS: GALATIANS 

church of God violently and tried to destroy it. I advanced in 
Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so 
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers” (Gal 
1:13-14). This is the story of Paul. 

On the one hand, he insists in underlining that he had fiercely 
persecuted the Church and that he had been a “blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence” (cf. 1 Tim 1:13). He spares 
no adjectives: he describes his own self in this way. On the 
other hand, he highlights God’s mercy towards him, which led 
him to experience a radical transformation, well known to all. 
He writes: “I was still not known by sight to the churches of 
Christ in Judea; they only heard it said, ‘He who once persecut-
ed us is now preaching the faith’” (Gal 1:22-23). He converted, 
he changed, he changed his heart. Paul thus highlights the 
truth of his vocation through the striking contrast that had 
been created in his life: from being a persecutor of Christians 
for not observing the traditions and the law, he was called to 
become an apostle to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. But 
we see that Paul is free: he is free to proclaim the Gospel and 
he is also free to confess his sins.  

Thinking back on his story, Paul is full of wonder and gratitude. 
It is as if he wanted to tell the Galatians that he 
could have been anything but an apostle. He 
had been brought up as a boy to be a blameless 
observer of Mosaic Law, and circumstances had 
led him to fight the disciples of Christ. However, 
something unexpected had happened: God, by 
His grace, had revealed to him His Son who had 
died and rose again, so that he could become a 
herald among the Gentiles (cf. Gal 1:15-16). 

How inscrutable are the ways of the Lord! We 
experience this every day, but especially if we 
think back to the times when the Lord called us. 
We must never forget the time and the way in 
which God entered our lives: let us keep fixed in 
our hearts and minds that encounter with 
grace, when God changed our existence. How 
often, in the face of the Lord’s great works, 
does the question spontaneously arise: but how 
is it possible that God uses a sinner, a frail and 
weak person, to do his will? And yet, none of 
this happens by chance, because everything has 

been prepared in God’s plan. He weaves our history, the story 
of each one of us: he weaves our history and, if we correspond 
with trust to his plan of salvation, we will become aware of it. 
The calling always implies a mission to which we are destined; 
that is why we are asked to prepare ourselves seriously, know-
ing that it is God himself who sends us, it is God himself who 
supports us with his grace. Brothers and sisters, let us allow 
ourselves to be led by this awareness: the primacy of grace 
transforms existence and makes it worthy of being placed at 
the service of the Gospel. The primacy of grace covers all sins, 
changes hearts, changes lives, and makes us see new paths. 
Let us not forget this. 

How inscrutable are the 
ways of the Lord! We 
experience this every 
day, but especially if we 
think back to the times 
when the Lord called us. 
We must never forget 
the time and the way in 
which God entered our 
lives: let us keep fixed in 
our hearts and minds 
that encounter with 
grace, when God 
changed our existence.  
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WELCOME TO OUR PARISH! 
NEW TO EPIPHANY PARISH 

“Let all who arrive be received like Christ, for He 
is going to say, ‘I came among you, and you re-

ceived Me’.” —Saint Benedict 

Carlos and Erin Aguilar & family 

Norsule Digema 

Kylie Gaither 

Tyler and Megan Kybartas & family 

Scott Siwinski 

Matthew and Jennifer Kamradt & family 

John and Angie Lawrence 

Neal and Maggy Proctor & family  

Mike & Lyn Corrigan 

Will and Audrey Hutson & family 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

On the last page you will find a recent 
letter from our Bishop, regarding the 
dire plight of the people of Lebanon.  
The bishop asks that we take up a col-
lection to assist the people of that 
country, so reduced in these past 
years. 

The World Bank said Lebanon’s finan-
cial crisis could rank among the 
world’s three worst since the mid-
1800s. The currency has lost more 

than 90 percent of its value.  

The double blow of the pandemic and the huge explosion in 
the Beirut port nearly a year ago that killed about 200 people 
and heavily damaged the capital has made what was already a 
bad situation much worse. 

Lebanon hosts over a million refugees from 
neighboring Syria.   Please see the bishop’s 
letter and consider a gift to help the people 
of Lebanon.  —Fr. Eric 

FROM THE PASTOR  
LEBANON NEEDS YOU! 

Mass Schedule 
Incense is used at 9:30am Sunday Mass.  All Ministers have Glu-
ten-free Hosts.  7:30 am Sunday Mass is Broadcast on Facebook 

at Epiphanyparish.com, with drive up Communion till 8:30am 
(Canopy).  Covid-19 protocols remain in force at two Masses. 

 
 

Sunday, July 18,  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time           
 4:00pm  Anthony Valone 
 7:30am *     Matthew and Craig Shevokas 
 9:30am  Taimooraz Taimoorazy 
     11:30am*  People of the Parish 
          *Masks and Social Distancing Required 
 

Monday,  July 19, Weekday 
Lector:  Deacon Cleary and Karen Overby 
EME:  Deb Willenborg 
 7:00am  Verlin Ryan 
Tuesday,  July 20, St. Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr 
Lector:  Kris  Angles 
EME:  Dorothy Meier  
 7:00am        Carolee Pretet 
 8:15am  Lucy Mancias 
Wednesday,  July 21, St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest 
Lector:  Chris Niebur  
EMEs:  Lynda Arnold, Ed and Newze Nnakwe,  
 7:00am  Robert D. Beyers 
 8:15am  Elroy Wingers 

Thursday,  July 22, Saint Mary Magdalene 
Lector:  Jennifer Kamradt and Mike Lootens 
EME:  Darly Menke 
       7:00am  Rev. Fr. Thomas F. Kelly 
 8:15am  Mary Ellen Novak 
Friday,  July 23, Saint Bridget, Religious 
Lector:  Mathew and Katrina Kinate, Aidan McCoy 
EME:  Aggie Hatch 
       7:00am  George and Lorraine Sweeney 
Saturday,  July 24, Saint Sharbel Makhluf, Priest 
Lector:  
EME: Barb Burdett, Mary C. and Keith Walljasper 
       7:30am  All Souls’ Day Memorial Society 
  

Sunday, July 25,  17th Sunday in Ordinary Time           
 4:00pm  Carolee Pretet 
 7:30am *     Kathy Albee 
 9:30am  August Demma 
     11:30am*  People of the Parish 
          *Masks and Social Distancing Required 
 

Confession Times 
7:30am Tuesday-Thursday, 7am/3pm Saturday 



Communion to the Homebound 

Communion to the Homebound is an important ministry to 
meet the needs of those who are unable to attend Mass, and is 
most rewarding. If you are a Minister of Communion to the 
Homebound, or desire to take part in this ministry, please con-
tact Deacon Mark Cleary to take part in a short meeting to go 
over logistics, scheduling, and protocol. Please contact him di-
rectly by email, mcleary08@comcast.net or call 309-531-1062. 
The meeting will be sometime in the second week in July at the 
parish. 

Adult Faith Formation/Evangelization Coordinator! 

Stephanie and her husband David 
have been members of Epiphany Par-
ish for the last three years. They have 
three children: Matthias, Sam, and 
Rose. In the past 15 years, Stephanie 
has lived in Montana, Kansas, Colora-
do, and Pennsylvania. She also spent 
an 8-week stint in Spain to work to-
wards a Spanish degree. She studied 
Elementary Education and Spanish at 
Benedictine University, and worked 
with FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic 

University Students) for three years at Colorado University in 
Boulder.  Stephanie grew up on a ranch in the mountains of 
California, and loves to go hiking and be outside. While her 
childhood wasn’t the beach-life image most of us have of Cali-
fornia, it still left her with hippie roots that often lead to her 
walking around barefoot!  Stephanie’s current favorite topics 
are Discernment of Spirits and Human Emotions. She loves 
speaking at events, diving into the Gospel of Luke, and enjoys 
studying her daughterhood in Christ and the Dignity of Women.  
We are so excited to have her here at Epiphany, and look for-
ward to her journeying with us! 

Rite Of Christian Initiation Of Adults (RCIA) 

We will be starting our RCIA 2022 Class soon and would like to 
invite you to join us.  RCIA provides a deeper look into the Cath-
olic faith and focuses on what Catholics believe (and why) in an 
open and welcoming environment.  These sessions are also 
opportunities for you to ask those perplexing and difficult 
questions you may have about the Church.  

RCIA is a program for those who are searching and inquiring 
about the Catholic faith and way of life.  It is typically offered 
for those who are not Catholic and wish to join the Church, or 
those that are Catholic but have not received the sacraments 

PARISH UPDATES 
CATCH UP HERE 

of First Communion and/or Confirmation, but it’s also an excel-
lent “refresher” for those who may have forgotten things or 
would just like a deeper understanding of our faith.  All are wel-
come to attend.  

We meet weekly starting in September through the end of April 
or early May.  RCIA Sessions will be held on Thursday evenings 
starting at 7:00 pm in the new meeting room in the Rectory.  At 
this time, we are not certain whether our meetings can be in 
person or virtual, but we’ll know more toward the end of Au-
gust.  We’re hoping for in person as the new meeting room in 
the Rectory is spacious and there is plenty of room for “social 
distance”.  

We will kick things off with a virtual introductory meeting using 
Zoom on Thursday, August 26 at 7:00 pm.  We will cover admin-
istrative details, basic introductions, our calendar, necessary 
paperwork, questions & answers, etc. during this introductory 
meeting.   We will need your email address in order to send out 
the invite for the Zoom meeting; please contact the Evangeliza-
tion Team for more information or to let us know that you are 
planning to join us on this journey.   

Contact email:  evangelization@epiphanyparish.com.  

Epiphany Youth Ministry 

High School Youth Group meets on Sunday evenings to grow in 
our faith and have fun together. Join us this weekend in the 
Parish Hall from 6:30-8 to check it out! 

CCD - Religious Education Registration for the 2021-2022 
school year will begin July 26th. Forms will be sent out to fami-
lies who were enrolled the previous year, and available to all on 
the parish website and in the parish office.   

To receive Youth Ministry updates, join our Flocknote group or 
email kara.esker@epiphanyparish.com to be added to the 
email list! 
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Cover Art:  The Crucifix-
ion, 1599, Diego Ve-
lazquez, Prado Museum, 
Madrid.  A copy hangs in 
the Peoria diocese Cathe-
dral. 
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PARISH CONTACTS  
 

Parish Office 
(309)452-2585 
Epiphanyparish.com 
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Eric Powell (Pastor) 
pastor@epiphanyparish.com 
(309)660-7860   
 

Fr. Peter O. Okola, AJ (Parochial Vicar) 
Fr.Peter@epiphanyparish.com 
(703)626-8819 
 

Deacon Mark Cleary (Baptisms) 
mcleary08@comcast.net  
(309)531-1062 
 

Cindy Myers (Pastoral Team) 
Pastoral.assistant@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Kara Esker (Youth, CCD, Pastoral Team))  
kara.esker@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Domine King, Joyce Tellman (Office Staff) 
office@epiphanyparish.com; Angie O’Connor (Parish/School 
Books) business.manager@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Sean and Jennifer Stevens (Music) 
music@epiphanyparish.com 

Parish Outreach 

(St. Vincent de Paul) Orlando Lopez email is out-
reach@epiphanyparish.com  If you find yourself in serious eco-
nomic need due St. Vincent de Paul and Epiphany Parish want 
to help.  Email Orlando Lopez at Parish Outreach. 

School Office 
(309)452-3268 
Epiphanyschools.org 

Gifts from Our Parish Family 
 

July 11, 2021…………....……….…………….…….$17,558 
E-giving…………..…………………….…….…….…….$8,799 
Special………………………………….…..…...……..…$1,983 
Parish Endowment…..………...…………………….. $155 
School Endowment…………….…………….....…….$217 
Capital Improvement………….……………..…….$1,611 
 
Weekly Budget…………….……………….…......$24,500 
YTD Budget (2 weeks) …………….….……….…$49,000 
YTD Income……………………………..…...…......$51,876 
YTD Balance………………………….....…….….……$2,876  

SHARING IN THE MISSION 
THANK YOU! 
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Decorating Committee 

Epiphany parish is seeking new parishioners who are interested 
in joining the Decorating Committee for our church. We are 
also looking for a member who would like to lead the com-
mittee.  The committee would be responsible for decorating the 
church for Easter and Christmas, in addition to taking care of 
the plants on the altar. Please contact the Parish office.  

Young at Heart 

On Wednesday, August 11th, we will meet at the C.H. Moore 
Homestead, 219 E. Woodlawn St., Clinton, IL at 10:30am for a 
tour of the Homestead and DeWitt County Museum. After-
wards, we will go to the LaTeaDa Tearoom for lunch. Admission 
to the Homestead is $5.00 per person. Lunch is on your own, 
order from the menu. Young at Heart is open to everyone 50 
years young and older. Everyone is invited to participate in our 
monthly activities. See you in Clinton!  Reservations and pay-
ment, check payable to Young at Heart, are due by August 7, 
2021.  Mail to: Mary-Margaret McHugh, 406 Northridge CC Est., 
Normal, IL 61761  SAVE THE DATE: Fall Kick-Off Dinner, Septem-
ber 23, 2021. 

Summer Blood Drive 

Thursday, July 29th, 2021, 12:30 PM to 5:30 PM, at Epipha-
ny Parish Hall. For appointments, please visit redcross 
blood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS.  If you are healthy, please 
do consider making a donation there is always an urgent need 
this time of year.  The Red Cross is following FDA blood dona-
tion eligibility guidance for those who receive a COVID-19 vac-
cination. If you receive a vaccine, knowing the name of the 
manufacturer is important in determining your eligibility. In 
most cases, there’s no deferral time if you receive a vaccine and 
you're symptom-free and feeling well when you come to give.  
Presenting donors at all drives July 7-31 will receive a $10 Ama-
zon gift card.  PLUS, all will be automatically entered to win 
FREE GAS for a year, a $5,000 value.  Learn more & schedule 
now at rcblood.org/3bEG7tT. 

Annual CCHS golf Outing 

Put your foursome together, visit www.blmcchs.org, and get 
registered of our Annual Golf Outing - The Time Flynn Memorial 
on Friday, July 30. Registration and lunch stars at 11:00 a.m. 
with a shotgun start at 12:30 p.m. See you at The Den At Fox 
Creek!  
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If you would like to support this special collection, please drop off your gift (made out to Epiphany Parish 
with Memo: Lebanon) in the collection basket or to the parish office before the end of July.  Your gift will 
be bundled with gifts raised from throughout the Diocese and forwarded to the Catholic leader of Leba-

non, Cardinal Bechara Boutros al-Rahi 

Special Collection for 
Lebanon, July 2021 
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

www.osfhealthcare.org

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

309-268-1501
www.villageatmercycreek.org

A VIBRANT CATHOLIC SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 

Independent & Assisted Living

M
FRANCIS OMMUNITIES
Franciscan Ministries sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

ERCY CREEK
THE VILLAGE AT

CAN C

Janel Harrison 
 Proud Parent of an Epiphany Student 

(309) 825-1668 | JanelHarrisonHomes@kw.com 
www.facebook.com/RealtorJanelHarrison/

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

Let’s talk about your real estate needs.

Contact Trey Hill to place 
 an ad today! thill@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2613



Dr Brett Keller

Orthopedic Care and Physical Therapy 
for the whole family. Specializing in Mako 

Robotic-Assisted Joint Replacement 
(309) 662-2278

Proud parent of Epiphany and CCHS students

Liliana Timoorazi 
Broker, CRS,  GRI 

  Award Winner for Impecable Customer Service , Loyalty & Integrity 
(309) 826-5559 • www.lilianacoldwellhomes.com

A Relationship that will last forever
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Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

www.carmody�ynn.com

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnewsells.com

HomeSmart Realty Group

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS
John Weber
827-7337

200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

WEDDING BLOCKS 
HOT BREAKFAST BUFFET 

MTGS & BANQUETS 100
 

1715 Parkway Plaza Drive & Veteran Pkway 

309-862-1600 | Deacorp@aol.com
Tony & Karen De Angelis, Owners

Conference Center

Contact Trey Hill to place 
 an ad today! thill@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2613

William Streenz 
Parishioner

License#192-000135

Mobile Service
Keys Duplicated - Locks Repaired

24 Hour Emergency Service
1509 N. Clinton Blvd. • 309-454-1713


