
Vision Statement: “To offer every person in our community a life-changing  
encounter with Jesus.” 
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Brothers and sisters, good morning! 

When it comes to the Gospel and the 
mission to evangelize, Paul is enthusias-
tic, he comes out of himself. He seems 
to see nothing other than this mission 
that the Lord has entrusted to him. 
Everything in him is dedicated to this 
proclamation, and he has no interest 
other than the Gospel. It is Paul’s love, 
Paul’s interest, Paul’s profession: to 
proclaim. He even goes so far as to say: 

'Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the Gospel' (1 
Cor 1:17). Paul interprets his whole existence as a call to evan-
gelize, to make Christ’s message known, to make the Gospel 
known: “Woe to me”, he says, "if I do not preach the Gos-
pel" (1 Cor 9:16). And writing to the Christians of Rome, he 
presents himself simply as follows: "Paul, a servant of Christ 
Jesus, an apostle by calling, chosen to proclaim the Gospel of 
God" (Rom 1:1). This is his vocation. In short, he is aware that 
he has been "set apart" to 
bring the Gospel to all, and he 
cannot but devote himself 
with all his strength to this 
mission. 

One can therefore under-
stand the sadness, the disap-
pointment and even the 
bitter irony of the Apostle 
towards the Galatians, who in 
his eyes are taking the wrong 
path, which will lead to them 
to a point of no return: they 
have taken the wrong path. 
The pivot around which eve-
rything revolves is the Gospel. 
Paul does not think of the “four Gospels”, as is natural for us, 
Indeed, while he is sending this Letter, none of the four Gos-
pels had yet been written. For him the Gospel is what he 
preaches, what is called the kerygma, that is, the proclama-
tion. And what proclamation? That of the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus as the source of salvation. A Gospel that is ex-
pressed in four verbs: “Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the scriptures, he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the scriptures, and he appeared 
the Cephas, then to the twelve” (I Cor 15: 3-5). This is Paul’s 
proclamation, the proclamation that gives life to all. This Gos-
pel is the fulfilment of the promises and the salvation offered 
to all men. Whoever accepts it is reconciled to God, is wel-

FROM POPE FRANCIS  
ST PAUL AND THE GOSPEL 

comed as a true son, and receives the inheritance of eternal 
life. 

Faced with such a great gift to the Galatians, the Apostle can-
not explain why they might think of accepting another 
“gospel”, perhaps more sophisticated, more intellectual, I 
don’t know … but another “gospel”. It should be noted, how-
ever, that these Christians have not yet abandoned the Gospel 
announced by Paul. The Apostle knows that they are still in 
time not to take a false step, but he warns them strongly, very 
strongly. His first argument points directly to the fact that the 
preaching carried out by the new missionaries - those who 
bring novelty, who preach - cannot be the Gospel. On the con-
trary, it is a proclamation that distorts the true Gospel because 
it prevents them from attaining the freedom acquired by arriv-
ing at faith - this is the key word, isn’t it? - it prevents them 
from reaching the freedom acquired by coming to faith. The 
Galatians are still "beginners" and their disorientation is un-
derstandable. They do not yet know the complexities of the 
Mosaic Law and their enthusiasm in embracing faith in Christ 
leads them to listen to these new preachers, deluding them-
selves that their message is complementary to Paul’s. And it is 
not. 

However, the Apostle, cannot risk compromises on such deci-
sive ground. The Gospel is only one and that is what he pro-
claimed; there can be no other. Beware! Paul does not say that 
the true Gospel is his because it was he who announced it, no! 
He does not say this. This would be presumptuous, it would be 
boastful. Rather, he affirms that "his" Gospel, the same one 
that the other Apostles were proclaiming elsewhere, is the 
only authentic one, because it is that of Jesus Christ. He thus 
writes: “I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel 
which was preached by me is not man’s gospel, but it came 
through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal 1:11). We can under-
stand why Paul uses very harsh terms. Twice he uses the ex-
pression “anathema”, which indicates the need to keep far 
from the community that which threatens its foundations. And 
this new “gospel” threatens the foundations of the communi-
ty. In short, on this point the Apostle leaves no room for nego-
tiation: one cannot negotiate. With the truth of the Gospel, 
one cannot negotiate. Either you receive the Gospel as it is, as 
it was announced, or you receive any other thing. But you can-
not negotiate with the Gospel. One cannot compromise. Faith 
in Jesus is not a bargaining chip: it is salvation, it is encounter, 
it is redemption. It cannot be sold off cheaply. 

This situation described at the beginning of the Letter seems 
paradoxical, because all those involved seem to be animated 
by good feelings. The Galatians who listen to the new mission-
aries think that by circumcision they will be even more devot-
ed to the will of God and thus be even more pleasing to Paul. 
Paul's enemies seem to be inspired by fidelity to the tradition 
received from the fathers and believe that genuine faith con-
sists in observing the Law. In the face of this supreme fidelity, 
they even justify their insinuations and suspicions about Paul, 

Paul does not think of the 
“four Gospels”, as is natural 
for us, Indeed, while he is 
sending this Letter, none of 
the four Gospels had yet been 
written. For him the Gospel is 
what he preaches, what is 
called the kerygma, that is, 
the proclamation. And what 
proclamation? That of the 
death and resurrection of 
Jesus as the source of salva-
tion.  
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Dear Epiphany parishioners and 
friends,  

Since our major parish-focused capital 
campaign in 2008, our Parish and 
School have been working diligently 
behind the scenes to renovate the 
Elementary School building summer by 
summer, classroom by classroom, with 
the help of a local contractor.  These 
summer projects were funded from 
our parish/school capital improvement 
budgets.   

We are at the final step in this overall renovation process—the 
Junior High building.  After considering possible scenarios for 
accomplishing this task, the Finance Council and I believe that 
this effort is better tackled as one major project using a major 
contractor that will guarantee the shortest possible disruption 
of students and staff of the Junior High.  In addition, we hope 
this approach will save both time and money by completing the 
balance of our projects all at once. 

 Renovation will permit us to continue to offer our school 
and CCD families a safe (a 
paramount concern), 
clean and exceptional 
learning environment for 
education and Catholic 
formation.   

 Completing the renova-
tion of our school facilities 
is a form of stewardship 
owed to generations of 
parishioners and school 
families who first laid our cornerstones and then built up 
our facilities over successive generations.   

 Part of the project is to attend to parish maintenance and 
other needs that have surfaced in the twelve years since 
our Church renovation.  This too is a form of stewardship 
to you and other donors over generations. 

In the coming months, we will make a more detailed case and 
appeal to our parish and school communities for the funds 
needed to realize this Junior High Renovation  Project and asso-
ciated  parish-side projects.   

My personal goal is to add the finishing touches to our campus 
renewal plan such that no other major expenses/campaigns 
will be needed for decades to come. 

Please stay tuned.  Best wishes always, Father Eric 

FROM FATHER ERIC  
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Mass Schedule 
Incense is used at 9:30am Sunday Mass.  Ministers have Gluten-
free Hosts.  7:30 am Sunday Mass is Broadcast on Facebook at 

Epiphanyparish.com, with drive up Communion till 8:30am 
(Canopy).  Covid-19 protocols remain in force at two Masses. 

 
 

Sunday, August 29,  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time           
 7:30am *     Kathy Albee 
 9:30am  George Girardi 
     11:30am*  People of the Parish 
 

Monday,  August 30, Weekday 
 7:00am  George and Lorraine Sweeney 
Lector:  Deacon Cleary and Karen Overby 
EME:  Deb Willenborg 
 

Tuesday,  August 31, Weekday 
 7:00am        Laverne Bustle (LIV) 
 8:15am  Luigi Carriero 
Lector:  Kris  Angles 
EME:  Dorothy Meier  
 

Wednesday,  September 1, Weekday 
 7:00am  David and Jane Hume 
 8:15am  Bob Bradtke 
Lector:  Chris Niebur  
EMEs:  Lynda Arnold, Ed and Newze Nnakwe 
  

Thursday,  September 2, Weekday 
       7:00am  Taimooraz Taimoorazi 
  8:15am  Ewa and Kevin Martin 
Lector:  Jennifer Kamradt and Mike Lootens 
EME:  Darly Menke 
  
Friday,  September 3, St. Gregory the Great 
       7:00am  Margo Schmitt 
Lector:  Mathew and Katrina Kinate, Aidan McCoy 
EME:  Aggie Hatch 
 

Saturday,  September 4, Blessed Virgin Mary 
       7:30am  All Souls’ Day Memorial Society 
       4:00pm        Anthony Valone 
Lector:  Steve Gruenwald 
EME: Barb Burdett, Mary C. and Keith Walljasper 
 

Sunday, September 5, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time           
       7:30am *     Kathy Albee  
 9:30am  David & Jane Hume 
     11:30am*  People of the Parish 
 

 
Confession Times 

7:30am M-F        7am,3pm SAT      7am,9am,11am SUN 

*Masks and Social 
Distancing Required 

*Masks and Social 
Distancing Required 

It is the view of the Finance 
Council that the scope of the 
JH project and the costs asso-
ciated do not lend themselves 
easily or economically to a 
series of summer projects. 



Epiphany Youth Ministry 

High School Youth Group Join us this Sunday after the 11:30 am Mass 
for a pizza picnic  and a service project - we're picking up trash out in 
the local community! High School Youth Group typically meets Sunday 
evenings from 6:30-8 outside behind the Parish Hall. 

Junior High Youth Group is for 6-8th graders and meets once a month. 
Our next Junior High Youth Group is Friday, September 17th from 7-
8:30pm. 

CCD-Religious Education  

Register now for the 2021-2022 school year! Forms are available 
online and in the parish office - register by August 30th to avoid a late 
fee! 

Mum’s the Word 

Faith in Action is an organization of volunteers who are putting their 
faith into action by assisting our senior neighbors with rides to medical 
appointments, grocery shopping and essential errands.  Other volun-
teers are friendly visitors or assist the office with a variety of pro-
jects.  If you are 60 or older and need help or if you would like to help 
your senior neighbors need, call the office at (309) 827-7780 or contact 
them at office@bnfia.org.  Please consider supporting their mum 
sale.  These mums have traditionally been large beautiful plants.  Color 
choices are purple, red, yellow, white or orange/bronze ($9.50 by 
cash/check or $10 by charge).  Pick up is September 23, 10-3 at St 
John's Lutheran Church.  Order by phone or online at bnfia.org/
flowers. 

Date Night! 

On Friday, September 10 from 6:30-8:00, come hear Kelly Sealy talk 
about Living by Divine Providence Includes: Talk on Marriage/
Parenting, drinks, dessert, social-time. Signup: https://
www.epiphanyparish.com/events/date-night-sept-2021 to sign up as 
this event is limited to 20 couples only!  Note: the previous bulletin 
announcement offered childcare.  We are very sorry but at this time 
we cannot offer childcare because of increased COVID restrictions. 

PARISH UPDATES 
CATCH UP HERE 

We look forward to future Date Nights where we can hang out with 
you and your kids. 

Women’s ACTS Retreat 

SAVE THE DATE!  The Epiphany Women’s ACTS Retreat will be held 
Sept. 30 – Oct 3, 2021.  We invite all women who have not attended an 
ACTS retreat to join us.  If you have previously attended, please consid-
er inviting a special woman in your life. The registration form and in-
formation about the retreat, as well as contact information, can be 
found on the Parish website under Featured Events.  We hope to see 
you there! 

Join us at Midwest Food Bank 

Epiphany Parish is sponsoring a volunteer service project at Midwest 
Food Bank on Thursday, September 23 from 6:00-8:00 PM.  The Food 
Bank is located at 2031 Warehouse Road in Normal.  We are looking 
for 25 adult volunteers from our parish to help sort and/or pack bulk 
food items, most of these volunteer roles do not involve heavy lift-
ing.  This is a fun opportunity to help feed the hungry, learn more 
about Midwest Food Bank, and meet your fellow parishioners.  To sign 
up for this project, please go to our website and follow the instruc-
tions. Or go to:  https://x.gldn.io/OxKcDZ7y3hb  If you have any ques-
tions regarding the event contact: Orlando Lopez 
at outreach@epiphanyparish.com. If you have questions about signing 
up please contact Shelby Moore  at the Midwest Food Bank: 309-663-
5350. 

Sanctity of Life Meeting 

If you have ever wondered what you can do to promote respect for 
human life in all stages and justice for all, following the example and 
teaching of Pope Francis and our local bishops, then please plan to 
attend the annual Sanctity of Life Committee meeting on Tuesday, 
September 7, at 7:15 pm in the Cenacle Room.  We will discuss plans 
for Respect Life Month in October and beyond.  We would also love 
new ideas 
for edu-
cating our 
parish family 
and the wid-
er communi-
ty. Please 
call Kathy at 
309-242-
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Cover Art:  The Saviour, Paolo da San Leocadio, 1482, Prado Museum, Ma-
drid,  Spain. 
 
A votive image of Christ the Savior crowned with a cross-shaped halo. He 
wears a green tunic and red robes and has an expression of profound sorrow. 
All of these are symbols evoking his Passion. The golden inner frame around 
the bust contrasts with the greater volume and expressionism of Christ´s face, 
and these latter aspects of the work exemplify this painter´s move towards 
more modern forms. This work is attributed to Paolo de San Leocadio and 
seems to confirm that artist´s evolution, which is not well known due to the 
scarcity of dated and documented works. 
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PARISH CONTACTS  
 

Parish Office 
(309)452-2585 
Epiphanyparish.com 
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Eric Powell (Pastor) 
pastor@epiphanyparish.com 
309-660-7860   
 

Fr. Peter O. Okola, AJ (Parochial Vicar) 
Fr.Peter@epiphanyparish.com 
703-626-8819 
 

Deacon Mark Cleary (Baptisms) 
mcleary08@comcast.net  
309-531-1062 
 

Cindy Myers (Pastoral Team) 
Pastoral.assistant@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Kara Esker (Youth, CCD, Pastoral Team))  
kara.esker@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Domine King, Joyce Tellman (Office Staff) 
office@epiphanyparish.com; Angie O’Connor (Parish/School 
Books) business.manager@epiphanyparish.com 
 

Sean and Jennifer Stevens (Music) 
music@epiphanyparish.com 

Parish Outreach 

If you find yourself in serious economic need, Epiphany Parish 
and St. Vincent de Paul want to help.  Email Orlando Lopez our 
Outreach coordinator: outreach@epiphanyparish.com. 

School Office 
(309)452-3268 
Epiphanyschools.org 

Gifts from Our Parish Family 
 

August 22, 2021…………....……….…………….$12,770 
E-giving…………..…………………….…….…….….$10,397 
Special………………………………….…..…...……….$1,651 
Parish Endowment…..………...……………………..$360 
School Endowment…………….……………........$1,096 
Capital Improvement………….……………..…..….$195 
 
Weekly Budget…………….……………….…......$24,500 
YTD Budget (8 weeks) …………….……...…..$196,000 
YTD Income……………………………..…...….…$194,018 
YTD Balance………………………….....…….….….($1,982) 

SHARING IN THE MISSION 
THANK YOU! 
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8893 with your questions and ideas or if you cannot attend the 
meeting and want to help. 

Ray Guarendi Supports Catholic Spirit Radio 

Catholic Spirit Radio is excited to be hosting a special benefit event 
with Dr. Ray Guarendi as their keynote speaker. There will also be a 
silent auction and dinner buffet. Please join us for this fun-filled even-
ing from 5 pm to 9 pm on Thursday, October 7, at Eastland Suites 
Hotel and Conference Center in Bloomington, IL.  Sign up for this 
event by visiting catholicspiritradio.com before September 27th. For 
questions, call Carolyn at 309-830-4164  

Retrouvaille for your Marriage 

Retrouvaille is a program designed for married couples who are strug-
gling.  Retrouvaille helps couples learn to communicate  on a deeper 
level, and has helped thousands of couples return to a healthy, God-
centered marriage.  Our next weekend will be held September 10-12, 
2021.  For information contact  Retrouvaille of Joliet Diocese at 815-
246-2080. 

Brisket and Brock 

Epiphany Knights of Columbus and ISU football coach Brock Spack will 
again team up for “Brisket and Brock” on Tuesday, September 7, with 
dinner promptly at 6:30! Mike Kiley’s gourmet smoked brisket will be 
followed by the inside scoop on the football program from Epiphany’s 
own Brock Spack. You don’t have to be a member to attend. All are 
welcomed. Email Joe Blaney (joe@dmci.com) if you are interested in 
coming. There is no charge but a free will offering is accepted. 

Carmelite Spirituality Group 

Do you feel drawn to Carmelite spirituality and want to learn more 
about the Carmelite way?  Do you have a special devotion to Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel and other Carmelite saints?  Is God calling you to 
become a Third Order Lay Carmelite? Lay Carmelites are called to live 
a life in full allegiance to Jesus Christ with our role models Mary our 
Mother, sister and Patroness, and Elijah the prophet of zeal. If you 
are 18 years or older, and a Catholic in good standing, you are invited 
to attend the meetings held every 1st Saturday of the month. These 
meetings are the beginning stages, as we move toward forming a 
Third Order Lay Carmelite Community. On Saturday, September 4th 
at 10AM-12PM the "Carmelite Spirituality Group" will meet at Histor-
ic St. Patrick's Catholic Church in the parish hall, located at 1209 Lo-
cust St. in Bloomington, Illinois. We will be discerning the Lay Carmel-
ite vocation that may lead you to profession as a full member in the 
greater Carmelite family.  For details, please contact / RSVP - Lorrie 
Schmidt T.O.C. (Third Order Carmelite) LittlewayofCarmel@gmail.com 

Young at Heart Kick-Off Dinner 

Our Kick-Off Dinner will be held September 23, 2021, at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 1706 RT Dunn Drive, Bloomington. Covid restrictions 
will be followed. Doors open at 5:00 pm, serving begins at 5:30 pm. 
The catered plated dinner includes: chicken breast, pork filet, tossed 
salad, mashed potato/gravy, green beans, rolls, dessert, iced tea, 
lemonade, and coffee. Door prizes and games after dinner.  Cost: 
$16.00 per person. Questions: Call Mary-Margaret McHugh, 452-
7976.  Reservations and payment due by September 16, 2021.  Make 
checks payable to YOUNG AT HEART and mail to Mary-Margaret 
McHugh, 406 Northridge C.C. Estate, Normal, IL. 61761.   
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Chris Bischoff, Licensed Insurance Agent 
309-824-4747 | HEALTH & MEDICARE 

chris.bischoff@healthmarkets.com 
www.facebook.com/ChrisBischoffHM

More Than Just Technology
Providing innovative solutions, services & 

support for over 45 years
Managed Network Services/IT Support

Public Safety • Print Solutions
888-318-1816888-318-1816

BLOOMINGTON NORMAL 
ACUPUNCTURE

Michelle Pawley, LAc 
Owner, Parishioner

309-445-1502 
1617 E Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

owner@bnacupuncture.com 
www.bnacupuncture.com

“Together We Grow... 
One Jewel at a Time”

-Ourdoor play area and underground sprinkler pad
-Music, Gymnastics and Sign Language
-Field Trips on our own fleet of buses
-Parent’s Nights Out once 
a month 
-Locally ownd and operated 
by Bob and Julie Dobski

Three Convenient Locations: 
4117 E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington 

1730 Evergreen Blvd., Normal 
210 N. Williamsburg Dr., Bloomington

www.littlejewelslearningcenter.com

irthright®

PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
Free Pregnancy Tests 

All Services Free & Confidential 
www.birthright.org

505 N. Center • Bloomington • 309-829-5430 
24 Hr. Hotline • 1-800-550-4900

   www.avantisbloomington.com

ORDER ONLINEORDER ONLINE

Catholic Funeral Directors: Dan Brady ~ Tim Ruestman 
1104 N. Main St. • Bloomington 

309.828.2422 ~ www.KiblerBradyRuestman.com

Bloomington MeatsBloomington Meats 
BEST MEATBEST MEAT on on BUNN STREET BUNN STREET  

 Custom Processing & Retail Market
Mon & Tues 8am-5pm, Wed-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun 11am-3pm

2401 S Bunn   828-9731
ASSORTED BUNDLES • OVER 50 FLAVORS OF BRATS • WEEKLY SPECIALS

Town & Country 
Animal Hospital, Ltd.

901 N. Linden Street 
452-1717

Dave Bussan, DVM • Ron Goeckner, DVM 
Matthew Bussan, DVM Parishioners

Proudly Serving the Area since 1903!
 Chatworth  Normal 
 815-635-3134  309-452-3360

www.CBChatsworth.com 
Member FDIC        Equal Housing Lender

  Disposal Service, Inc.
Waste Collection Services 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Waste Equipment Rental • Recycling 

Municipal Solid Waste Disposal

309-821-9743    email: info@pdcarea.com

1522 E. College Ave.
Normal, Illinois 61761
Ph. (309) 452-2222
Wholesale/Retail

Open 7 Days

Tim Leary - Owner/Operator

Daniel G. Deneen 
Attorney & Counselor at Law

CONCENTRATION ON WILLS, PROBATE & 
COMMERCIAL LAW 

207 W. JEFFERSON, SUITE 603, BLOOMINGTON 
663-0555

•Lawncare • Landscaping •Mowing •Snow removal 
•Irrigation •Outdoor living • Commercial projects

2405 E. Empire, Bloomington, IL
309-664-2666

309-268-1501
www.villageatmercycreek.org

A VIBRANT CATHOLIC SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 

Independent & Assisted Living

M
FRANCIS OMMUNITIES
Franciscan Ministries sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

ERCY CREEK
THE VILLAGE AT

CAN C

Janel Harrison 
 Proud Parent of Two Epiphany Students 

(309) 825-1668 | JanelHarrisonHomes@kw.com 
www.facebook.com/RealtorJanelHarrison/

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

Let’s talk about your real estate needs.

Contact Trey Hill to place 
 an ad today! thill@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2613



Dr Brett Keller

Orthopedic Care and Physical Therapy 
for the whole family. Specializing in Mako 

Robotic-Assisted Joint Replacement 
(309) 662-2278

Proud parent of Epiphany and CCHS students

Liliana Timoorazi 
Broker, CRS,  GRI 

  Award Winner for Impecable Customer Service , Loyalty & Integrity 
(309) 826-5559 • www.lilianacoldwellhomes.com

A Relationship that will last forever

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Epiphany, Normal, IL A 4C 01-0382

Axel Jimenez, Agent & Parishioner 

309-451-3276 • axelismyagent.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

www.carmody�ynn.com

GENE AGNEW, Broker, Parishioner
Buying or Selling Your Home? 

309-530-0473 or geneagnewsells@gmail.com       
www.geneagnewsells.com

HomeSmart Realty Group

Parishioner Luke Hermes 
and Family

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL - DATA - COMM

SERVICE CALLS

827-7337
200 E LAFAYETTEFor All Your Electrical Needs

Phillips & Associates, CPAs, PC
TAX AND ACCOUNTING  SERVICES

Richard W Phillips, CPA - Parishioner

1600 Hunt Dr, Normal 452-2417

Auto • Home • Business 
Farm • Life • Work Comp

Dustin A. Peterson, Parish Member
(217) 935-6605 • www.peterson.insurance

WEDDING BLOCKS 
HOT BREAKFAST BUFFET 

MTGS & BANQUETS 100
 

1715 Parkway Plaza Drive & Veteran Pkway 

309-862-1600 | Deacorp@aol.com
Tony & Karen De Angelis, Owners

Conference Center

Contact Trey Hill to place 
 an ad today! thill@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2613

William Streenz 
Parishioner

License#192-000135

Mobile Service
Keys Duplicated - Locks Repaired

24 Hour Emergency Service
1509 N. Clinton Blvd. • 309-454-1713

Gregory M. Dietz, DMD 
Pediatric Dentist 

309-827-KIDS(5437) 
www.bloomingtonpediatricdentist.com 

Parishioner

Specialized Care for Kids


