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St. Theresa’s Earlville + St. Joseph’s Marseilles + St. Patrick’s Seneca
St. Mary’s Grand Ridge + St. Patrick’s Ransom

MASS TIMES

Monday - Thursday
8:00a Earlville

Tuesday - Friday
7:15a Marseilles
8:15a Seneca

Saturday
4-:00p Seneca

4:00p Marseilles
5:30p Grand Ridge

Sunday
7:00a Earlville

7:30a Ransom
8:30a Earlville
9:00a Seneca
10:30a Grand Ridge
11:00a Marseilles

COMMUNION
SERVICE

Monday
7:15a Marseilles

8:15a Seneca

Fri day
8:00a Earlville
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» =
FATHER ¢ RIBOVRDE

RILLED - SHPL 18 1084

CONEFESSIONS

Saturday
3:00-3 :4-5p Seneca

3:00-3:45p Marseilles

Sundax
8:00a-8:20a Earlville

CLERGY

Pastor
Fr. Alexander Millar
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Ghislain Inai, SMA
Parish Deacon

Dcn. Ron Wackerlin

COMBINED OFFICE

St. Joseph’s in Marseilles
Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 9:00a-2:30p

Telephone
815-795-2240

For medical emergencies

please call
815-780-9366

Email

NEAR-SENECA-ILL parishgroup3(@gmail.com

MARCH 14, 2021
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Saint Patrick’s St. Mary of the Fields Saint Patrick’s
176 W. Union St 2098 E. 22nd Rd 110 S Wallace St
Seneca, IL 61360 | Grand Ridge, IL 61325 | Ransom, IL 60470

Saint Theresa’s Saint Joseph’s
221 W. Union St 200 Broadway St
Earlville, IL 60518 | Marseilles, IL 61341




ST. MARY’S CHURCH

ST. PATRICR’S CHURCH

[ Mass Intentions for the Week ]

By: James D. Brown

Mass Intentions for the Week |
ST. MARY’S CHURCH
Sat. Mar. 13 5:30 pm  Ben Price
By:
Sun. Mar. 14 10:30 am  John & Katherine Riva
By: Bob & Mary Alice Hughes
Wed. Mar. 17  5:30 pm  Joe & Freeda Mish
By: Bill & Phyllis Durdan
Sat. Mar. 20 5:30 pm  Mary Nanouski
By: June Steder
Sun. Mar. 21  10:30 am  Sheila Rowlins

r N

Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Altar Servers |

Wednesday March 17 5:30 pm
Lector:

Altar Servers:
Saturday March 20 5:30 pm
Lector: Bill Novotney
Altar Servers:

Sunday March 21 10:30 am
Lector: Pat Duffield
Altar Servers:

March 7, 2021 Stays in Parish

Sunday Collection $ 1,340.00 (20 Env.)
Loose Cash $ 68.00
Good Friday $ 10.00
Easter $ 10.00
Total $ 1,428.00

EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERS

Help us decorate our altar for Easter by filling v
out the special Easter Flower envelope or put ﬁ{ ”;“
a note in the collection basket with the names £ 7
printed clearly. Please have envelopes in by “i.
March 28th.

ST. MARY’S MASS INTENTIONS
Mass Intentions are available for the
following dates: April 4 (Easter), 25.
Requests may be made by calling
the office at 795-2240, putting your requests, with
offering, in the Sunday collection basket with your
phone number on it, or emailing
parishgroup3@gmail.com.

Weekly Collection ~ St. Mary ]

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH

Sat. Mar. 13 4:00 pm Missa Pro Populo
Sun. Mar. 14 9:00 am Frieda Ellis
By: Tracy Ellis
Mon. Mar. 15  8:15 am *Communion Service
Tue. Mar. 16 8:15 am John Claggett
By: Jim Claggett
Wed. Mar. 17 8:15 am For the Sick of St. Patrick

By: Tom Raibley
8:15 am Bob Heaton
By: Paula Freepartner

Thurs. Mar. 18

Fri. Mar. 19 8:15 am The Newman Family
By: Joe Newman
Sat. Mar. 20 4:00 pm Richard Rosencrans
By: Lisa Passwater
Sun. Mar. 21 9:00 am Henry Nellett

By: Dr. Gaile Nellett

[ Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Altar Servers ]

Saturday March 20 4:00 pm
Eucharistic Minister: Cathy Erickson
Lector: Robert Mitchell
Altar Servers: Clara Bruno, Ella Sterling
Sunday March 21 9:00 am
Eucharistic Minister: Sandra Kizior
Lector: Michael Bilot
Altar Servers: Levi/Calvin Maierhofer, Brody Thompson

Weekly Collection ~ St. Patrick )

March 7, 2021 Stays in Parish

Sunday Collection $ 2,160.00 ( Env.)

Loose Cash $ 281.00
Online $ 1,025.00
Total $ 3,466.00

Capital Improvement $595.00

ST. PATRICK ALTAR & ROSARY

St. Patrick Altar & Rosary Society has returned to
holding in-person meetings while observing the use
of mask and social distancing guidelines. We
encourage any and all parishioners to please
consider joining us as we move forward into 2021.
We are hoping to once again participate in some of
our activities, such as funeral dinners and church
picnics. Altar & Rosary meet at the parish Hall on the
3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:00pm. If you
would like more information please help yourself to
the pamphlet located on the back tables or feel free
to contact any member.




ST. THERESA CHURCH

Mass Intentions for the Week
Sun. Mar. 14 7:00 am Robert & Charlotte Corcoran

By: The Family

8:30 am Deceased Members of the
Edward & Marie Madden Family
By: Tim & Cindy Cook

MASS SCHEDULE UPDATE FOR THE
FOLLOWING DATES

4 )

March 17, St. Patrick’s Day
7:15am St. Joseph - Mass Cancelled
Please join us to celebrate the Solemnity at
St. Patrick Ransom, or St. Patrick Seneca
8:00am St. Theresa
8:15am St. Patrick Seneca

Mon. Mar. 15 8:00 am Joan Norton 5:30pm St. Mary
By: Joan Norton Family 5:30pm St. Patrick, Ransom
Tues. Mar. 16 8:00 am Albert Vasquez March 19, St. Joseph’s Day
By: Isela Vasquez Please join us for the Solemnity at:
5:00 pm Peter Dunklau & Deceased 7:15am St. Joseph
Members of the Dunklau Family 8:00am St. Theresa Communion Service
By: Janis & Mark Dunklau 8:15am St. Patrick Seneca
Wed. Mar. 17 8:00 am Arch Bishop Myers 5:30pm St. Joseph
By: The Class of ‘59 March 25, The Annunciation of the Lord
Thur. Mar. 18 8:00 am Deceased Members of the 7:15am St. Joseph
Lewis & Majorie Cook Family 8:00am St. Theresa, Earlville
By: Tim & Cindy Cook 8:15am St. Patrick Seneca
Fri. Mar. 19 8:00 am *Communion Service 5:30pm St. Joseph
Sun. Mar. 21 7:00 am Elsie Donato
By: Dan & Joanna McConville
8:30 am Missa Pro Populo
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
4 A
Eucharistic Minister, Lector J St. Theresa, Earlville Tuesday, 5:00pm Mass & Stations
Tuesday March 16 5:00 pm St. Mary Wednesday, 5:30pm | Mass & Stations
Minister:
Lector:
Sunday March 21 7:00 am St. Joseph Fridays, 5:30pm Stations
Minister: Don MclLachlan
SU":;:’; Mi?_:ﬁl mchzc;cl,q:m St. Patrick, Ransom Thursday, 5:00pm Stations

Minister: Jack Cantlin
Lector: Wally Cwikla

Weekly Collection ~ St. Theresa

March 7, 2021 Stays in Parish

Votive Candle $ 42.00
Sunday Collection $ 1,977.00
Loose Cash $ 212.00
Total $ 2,231.00
Easter Flowers $240.00
Cemetery $83.00
EASTER FLOWERS

~\ Donations for Easter flowers need to be turned in

+™ by Palm Sunday, March 28 in order to ensure that
any memorials will be on the insert for Easter
Sunday.

American Red Cross Blood Drive on April
15th from 1:00 - 6:00pm at the Lutheran Church, Q
415 East St., Earlville

FAITH FORMATION
Understanding the Sacred Liturgy
6:30pm - St. Patrick, Seneca
March 15 - The Eucharistic prayers
March 22 - The Communion Rite
March 29 - Catholic Life as Liturgy
Please join us!

March 24th is a Rogation Day that
highlights the beginning of the growing
season, associated with the Solemnity
of the Annunciation. Rogation days are
observed by prayer and fasting.

Qi

EASTER EGG HUNT f
Marseilles Knights of Columbus Easter T
Egg Hunt will take place at St. Joseph , }
on Sunday March 28th immediately | ' & 4
after the 11:.00am mass. Over 500 .
eggs and special prizes! The hunt will
be outside, weather permitting. In the event of
inclement weather, meet in the parish hall. All linked
parishes welcome.



Homebound
Please call the parish office to make arrangements.
Sacrament of Baptism
Please contact the parish office to schedule. Parents
should be registered members or have permission of
proper pastor.
Sacrament of the Sick
In an emergency, please call (815)780-9366.
Otherwise please contact the parish office.
Sacrament of Marriage
Couples should contact the parish office 8-12 months
prior to their desired date. Please contact the parish
before making other wedding arrangements.
Parish Registration
To join the parish or update your information, please
contact parish office or complete form in the back of
each Church. Forms can be returned to office or
placed in the collection basket

FORMED registration www.formed.org.

Choose St. Joseph Marseilles

Did you Know?
Your child can attend a Catholic School
Financial Assistance Available

Tuition assistance scholarship grants from the endowment
fund established as a result of the Diocese of Peoria
ROOTED IN FAITH Campaign and named in honor of
Archbishop Spalding, the first Bishop of Peoria, will be
available for the 2021-2022 school year for students
enrolled in or intending to enroll in grades Kindergarten
through 12 in any Catholic school located in the Diocese
of Peoria whose families are active members of a Catholic
parish in the diocese. All grants will be based on financial
need objectively assessed.

Information about the grants and application materials
may be obtained from any Catholic elementary or
secondary school in the Diocese of Peoria or on the
Diocesan website www.cdop.org under Catholic
Education and then under Financial Assistance. Consult
the detailed protocols and procedures and checklist for all
requirements necessary to be eligible for an award.

Parents must apply online at: online.factsmgt.com/aid.
Families of students currently receiving grants are
reminded that all grants are for one year only, and anyone
seeking to renew a grant for the 2021-2022 school year
must reapply.

Deadline date for the completed application is April 30,
2021. Notification of grant awards will be made by the
end of June 2021.

Another funding opportunity is also available due to the
Invest in Kids Act legislation in lllinois. Students may be
eligible for up to 100% of tuition and fees under a new
program for tax credit scholarships (TCS). Details on how
to apply and who qualifies are available on the Empower
Illinois website at www.empowerillinois.org. Students who
receive a TCS are ineligible to receive a Spalding award.




BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING

The fourth Sunday of Lent is sometimes
called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that
means “rejoice.” Traditionally, Sundays are named after
the first word of the liturgy’s opening antiphon. On this
Sunday, the antiphon is taken from the book of the
prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 66:10-11). Even as we observe
our Lenten sacrifices, we rejoice in anticipation of the
joy that will be ours at Easter.

Today’s Gospel reading is taken from John’s Gospel. It
consists of two parts. The first part is the final sentence
of Jesus’ reply to Nicodemus, the Pharisee who
approached Jesus at night. Nicodemus acknowledged
Jesus as someone who had come from God and
seemed to want to be a follower of Jesus. Jesus
greeted Nicodemus with the observation that one must
be born from above to see the Kingdom of God. The
dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus that followed
was about the meaning of this phrase. Nicodemus
misunderstood Jesus at every point, but there was no
animosity in the questions he posed to Jesus.

In the part of the conversation with Nicodemus in
today’s Gospel, Jesus referred to an incident reported
in the Old Testament. When the Israelites grumbled
against the Lord during their sojourn in the desert, God
sent venomous serpents to punish them for their
complaints. The Israelites repented and asked Moses to
pray for them. The Lord heard Moses’ prayer and
instructed him to make a bronze serpent and mount it
on a pole. All who had been bitten by a serpent and
then looked upon the bronze serpent were cured. By
recalling this story, Jesus alludes to the salvation that
would be accomplished through his death and
Resurrection.

The second part of today’s Gospel is a theological
reflection on Jesus’ words to Nicodemus. The Gospel of
John is known for this kind of reflection offered within
the narrative. The words of the Evangelist are in
continuity with the words of the prologue to John’s
Gospel. In these reflections, John elaborates on a
number of themes that are found in his Gospel: light
and darkness, belief and unbelief, good and euvil,
salvation and condemnation.

In John’s reflection, we find an observation about
human sinfulness. Jesus is the light that has come into
the world, but people preferred the darkness. We wish
to keep our sins hidden, even from God. Jesus has
come into the
world to reveal
our sins so that
they may be
forgiven. This is
the Good News;
it is the reason
for our rejoicing
in this season of
Lent and
throughout our
lives.




