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Readings for the Week of  April 12, 2020 
 

Monday: Acts 2: 14. 22-33/ Ps 16: 1-2a and 5. 7-8. 9-10. 11/ Mt 28: 
8-15 
Tuesday: Acts 2: 36-41/ Ps 33: 4-5. 18-19. 20 and 22/ Jn 20: 11-18 

Wednesday:  Acts 3: 1-10/ Ps 105: 1-2. 3-4. 6-7. 8-9/ Lk 24: 13-35 

Thursday: Acts 3: 11-26/ Ps 8: 2ab and 5. 6-7. 8-9/ Lk 24: 35-48 
Friday: Acts 4: 1-12/ Ps 118: 1-2 and 4. 22-24. 25-27a/ Jn 21: 1-14 

Saturday: Acts 4: 13-21/ Ps 118: 1 and 14-15ab. 16-18. 19-21/ Mk 
16: 9-15 

Next Sunday:  Acts 2: 42-47/ Ps 118: 2-4. 13-15. 22-24/ 1 Pt 
1: 3-9/ Jn 20: 19-31 

And  

PLEASE BE SURE TO VIEW PAGE 5 FOR “BUILD OR NOT” UPDATES 
Notes (♫) from Steve’s Journal  

Hidden with Christ in God  
These words from the Letter of St. Paul to the 

Colossians (proclaimed on this Easter Sunday) strike me 
as especially pertinent, as we have to remain “socially 
distant” from one another, unable to gather together to 
celebrate and share this most glorious feast.  It helps me to 
think of our being physically separated from friends and 
loved ones — from our parish family — in this positive 
way: we’re not so much isolated and cut off, but simply 
“hidden with Christ.”  Still, it’s so strange to celebrate this 
feast “virtually” and not “really” as we continue our “fast 
from Eucharist.”  Yet we must remember that an act of 
Spiritual Communion is still “real” communion with the 
Risen Lord and with one another.   

St. Paul exhorts us: 
“If then you were raised with Christ,  

seek what is above,  
  where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  
  Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.” 
In these trying times we must remain hopeful by 

thinking of “what is above” — keeping our eyes fixed on 
the Lord, who walks before us, leading us from sorrow 
and death to resurrection, to new and eternal life.  In our 
“spiritual communion” God fills us with an abundance of 
love and grace, that we may graciously share our life with 
one another: our sorrows and joys, tears and laughter, our 
dying and rising.   

Even though it seems so different, today is still “the day 
that the Lord has made.”  Maybe we can consider it as an 
opportunity to connect to what the disciples might have 
felt on that day: “fearful yet overjoyed” — scared and 
confused, yet overcome with inexplicable joy.  Anyway, 
that’s what this current situation feels like to me: it is 
scary, but truly heartening, as we see the beautiful witness 
of all who, in big and small ways, are bringing joy, 
laughter, comfort, healing, and hope to others.  Is this, do 
we not see our Risen Lord?  

Give thanks to the L!"#, for he is good, 
for his mercy endures forever.  

Let us rejoice and be glad — Alleluia! 
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Masses from the St. Jerome weekday chapel are 
being livestreamed: 8:00 am Monday through 
Saturday, 8:30 am Sunday.  Go to youtube.com and 
find the channel: "st jerome church troy il."  The 
mass can also be accessed through the St. Jerome 
Facebook page.  The following are the scheduled 
Mass intentions: 
 
2020 Apr 13 Mon: Easter Monday 
 

 Sanctity of Human Life   
 

2020 Apr 14 Tue: Easter Tuesday 
 
 

               † Deceased members of the Cowie Family  
 

2020 Apr 15 Wed: Easter Wednesday 
 

 † Dorothy Holshouser      
2020 Apr 16 Thurs: Easter Thursday 
 
 

             † Leon Hubert  
       

2020 Apr 17 Fri: Easter Friday 
 

             † Mary Ann Peshek 
  

2020 Apr 18 Sat: Easter Saturday 
 

             † Victor Diepholz Sr. 
 

2020 Apr 19 SUN: SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 For the People of St. Jerome and St. James parishes 

St. Jerome/St. James Liturgical Ministers for April 

Please reference the Friday email or 
the parish website for an update on 
parish activities in the upcoming 
weeks.  For now, all public masses, 
parish social activities and gather-
ings are cancelled. 

Currently No Masses until further notice 

P%&'(& )"'* +!" -/!(& 0/! /'1& #2&#: 
 

Naiade Heinemann 
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Annual Catholic Services Appeal (ACSA) 
Totals as of February 28, 2020 

 

St. Jerome Parish Assessment: $72,706 
Total Pledged: $31,503 
Total Paid: $22,600 

Please Pray For All The Sick, Especially: 
 

Mike Luczak, Dale Grotefendt,  Katie 
Fuller, Kay & Chuck Ashburn, Otto Baum-
gartner, Paul Gagne, Helene Kilpatrick, Bill 
McNamee, Barbara Klostermann, Millie 
Loyett, Naiade Heinemann, Mae Grapper-
haus, Nancy Varda Smith,  Jessica C., Jo-

Ann (Vesci) Graeff, Roy Bouse,  Colleen Campe, Dennis 
Jablonski, Rosemary Uetrecht, Teresa Dickman, Mary Jane 
Egan, Austin Acree 
 

To request a name to be put on the prayer list, contact Jodi at 
the office (667-6571 ext. 10 or stjerome@stjeromeparish.org) 

 
 
 
 

Stewardship of Treasure: Mar 21/22 
 

St. James: 
Weekly collection: $25.00 
 

St. Jerome: 
Catholic Relief Services: $770 
Easter Flowers: $65 
Sister Parish: $500 
Holy Land: $5 
Rice Bowl: $50 
Votive Candles: $21 
Catholic Times: $15 
Outreach: $40 
Catholic Charities: $80 
 

Weekly collection: $9,721.50 
Weekly budget: $12,870.97 
Weekly deficit: $3,149.47 
 

YTD collection: $395,033.38 
YTD budget: $424,301.61 
YTD deficit: $29,268.23 
 
Please remember to continue your financial sup-
port even while we are unable to gather together.   
Members of both parishes can mail your contributions to 
the parish office at 511 S Main St, Troy, IL 62294.  You 
can also place it in the secure drop box on the parish office 
porch.  Thank you for your continued support during this 
difficult time! 

RESURRECTION 
 
 “The hopes and fears of all the years are met 
in thee tonight.”  The Christmas carol “O Little Town 
of Bethlehem” can help us imagine interested souls, 
with their hopes and fears, gathering around that 
manger. 
 

 For the birth of Jesus was to be 
“consummated” in his death and resurrection, which 
we have celebrated, as far as we have been able, on 
this weekend.  We might find something to relate to 
if we turn to an “ancient homily” on the strange 
beauty of Holy Saturday: 
 

 “Something strange is happening — there is a 
great silence on earth today, a great silence and still-
ness.  … The earth trembled and is still because God 
has fallen asleep in the flesh and he has raised up all 
who have slept ever since the world began.  God has 
died in the flesh and hell trembles with fear. 
 

 “He has gone to search for our first parent, as 
for a lost sheep.  Greatly desiring to visit those who 
live in darkness and in the shadow of death, he has 
gone to free from sorrow the captives Adam and Eve, 
he who is both God and the son of Eve.  The Lord 
approached them bearing the cross, the weapon that 
had won him the victory.  At the sight of him Adam, 
the first man he had created, struck his breast in ter-
ror and cried out to everyone: ‘My Lord be with you 
all.’  Christ answered him: ‘And with your spirit.’  
He took him by the hand and raised him up, saying: 
‘Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead, and 
Christ will give you light.’ 
 

 “I am your God, who for your sake have be-
come your son.  Out of love for you and for your de-
scendants I now command all who are held in bond-
age to come forth, all who are in darkness to be en-
lightened, all who are sleeping to arise.  I order you, 
O sleeper, to awake.  I did not create you to be held a 
prisoner in hell.  Rise from the dead, for I am the life 
of the dead.  Rise up, work of my hands, you who 
were created in my image.  Rise, let us leave this 
place, for you are in me and I am in you; together we 
form only one person and we cannot be separated.  
… The enemy led you out of the earthly paradise.  I 
will not restore you to that paradise, but I will en-
throne you in heaven.  … The bridal chamber is 
adorned, the banquet is ready, the eternal dwelling 
places are prepared, the treasure houses of all good 
things lie open.  The kingdom of heaven has been 
prepared for you from all eternity.” 



4 

  Nurturing Our Faith 
Sr. Linda Mary, Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation 

 

       From “The Gospel for All Ages”,  
Pflaum Gospel Weeklies:  John 20:1–9 ,  Easter Sunday 

  

  To access the Children’s Lectionary used on Sundays when the  
  children dismiss to go downstairs, go to: pflaum.com/readings 
 

About the Gospel: 
 Jesus’ friends discover that his tomb is empty on the third day after his death. They do not 
know where he has gone. Jesus appears to his friends and shares that he has been raised from the 
dead. His friends rejoice that he has returned. 
  

Virtual Church activity: 
 We celebrate new life at Easter. Many people were to celebrate their Sacraments of Initiation 
at the Easter Vigil. Say a prayer for those unable to be baptized, then sealed with the gifts of the  
Holy Spirit and receive their first Communion at Easter.   
 

Gospel Reflection  
 Many women and men followed Jesus from the beginning of his ministry, heard his teaching, 
and witnessed his healing actions. Jesus’ crucifixion and death destroyed their hope that he was the 
messiah. Mary Magdalene brings the beloved disciple and Peter to see that Jesus’ tomb is empty. 
The beloved disciple sees the empty tomb and immediately believes Jesus is risen. Mary Magdalene 
can’t stand to leave Jesus’ tomb with his body missing; she hears the Risen Jesus speak her name 
and believes. Mary Magdalene becomes the witness to Jesus’ other friends. She announces to the 
whole community: “I have seen the Lord.”  

 
Exploring the Sunday Readings:  
 

LIFE AND GOSPEL QUESTIONS BY AGE LEVEL  
Adults 
 Gospel Question: What disciple in the Easter Gospel are you most like in your faith: 
             the beloved disciple, Peter, Mary Magdalene? 
 

Visions (Grades 7–9)  
 Life Question:       What family traditions are important to how you celebrate Easter?  
 Gospel Question: How does Mary Magdalene recognize Jesus?  
 

Venture (Grades 4–6)  
 Gospel Question: Who spreads the Good News Jesus is risen? 
 

Good News (Grades 2–3)  
 Life Question: What do you like about candle light?  
 Gospel Question: Why do we light an Easter candle as a sign of Jesus? 
 

Promise (Grades K–1)  
 Gospel Question: What happens on Easter morning? 
 

Seeds (Preschool)  
 Gospel Question: What happens on Easter? 
 
 

Alleluia! We are filled with joy that Jesus has been raised from 
the dead. Help us, God, to share our joy with others. 
                Amen.                                       Pax 
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Build or Not Update 
Miscellaneous Issues  

 

-Choir/Music Space — Currently, weekly choir practice is held in the church; however, warm-up before 
each Sunday Mass must be held downstairs in the Daily Mass Chapel.  Music files, books, folders, 
instruments, music stands, etc. are all currently stored in the small, cramped space behind the Altar 
(Sacristy), or in the music area of the church.  The choir space in the church is itself problematic: it is 
awkwardly designed and divided, which presents difficulties for the musicians to function in; it is the 
locus of “traffic jams”; and it partially blocks the view of the altar for people in the pews nearest the 
choir.  Also, space for the handbell choir or other instrumentalists is lacking.  The organ is an outdated, 
pre-digital (analogue) instrument, which, although it has served us adequately, is inordinately large and 
awkwardly positioned, and produces sound of very poor quality.  If expanding or improving the worship 
space is undertaken, ideally, we would like to consider redesigning/constructing the music area, 
replacing the organ, and adding a “choir room” big enough (and sufficiently soundproofed) to hold weekly 
practices and warm-ups before Mass, and having more efficient and accessible storage space.   
 
-CLOW — The space for Children’s Liturgy of the Word is an area of concern.  Children and ministers 
move up and down the stairs to and from the Daily Chapel, which detracts from their liturgy, and 
presents some accessibility and safety concerns.  Adding a space for CLOW more proximate to the main 
worship space (as for the choir) would be quite helpful for this ministry.  
 
-Preparation Room / Sacristy — The original “Sacristy” of the church is the space behind the Altar, 
where the priest and altar servers would vest and process in and out of for Mass. It is where the sacred 
vessels, altar linens, and various liturgical supplies are kept and where the Sacrarium (basin and drain 
that goes directly into the ground) is located.  Since it is more fitting that the entrance procession come 
down the center aisle, the utility room at the back of church was converted to the “Preparation Room.” It 
is an adequate space for the priest and servers to vest and prepare for the liturgy.  However, it is also the 
place where all the liturgical ministers check in and gather to pray before Mass, so the room is very 
crowded.  Considering this and all the things we use this tiny room for, it would be very helpful to have a 
larger room.  One possible remedy is to use the former Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  Other solutions could 
be considered with plans for expansion or redesign of the Narthex.   
 
-Quilters — The walk-in basement of the Wayland office had been renovated to be a relatively large 
meeting space with an improved kitchen and restroom.  The quilters use about half of the space, where 
there is room to set up and protect the quilt from week to week, and which contains an adequate closet 
for their supplies.  If conflicts arise because the room is needed more often by other groups, or if for any 
other reason the room should no longer be available for them, then a new dedicated space would have to 
be provided. 
 
-Storage Space — Short everywhere on the campus!  We have things tucked and crammed into a lot of 
small areas, many of which, like the furnace/HVAC and electrical/utility rooms in the church basement, 
should be kept clear of clutter.  Also, the area where the portable walls are stored has become overpacked 
storage space. Racks of chairs and tables, etc., often need to be moved out of the way before the portable 
walls can be set up or put away.  The recently built storage shed on the northwest side of the church is 
full, although it could be used more efficiently if shelving and cabinets were built/installed, as originally 
planned….  Generally, things are scattered about the campus in any free space found in the two office 
buildings (a source of difficulty for the parish staff, and confusion for parishioners, visitors, and even the 
USPS) and the various garages and sheds. 
 

St. Jerome Build or Not Committee  



AA M!!#%&'*, M+&;<=* <# 7 >.?.  in the Basement of 
the Wayland Avenue Office (the brick building by the cor-
ner of St. Jerome parking lot). For more information call 
Central Service Office at 618-251-4000 or at www.aa.org. 
 
P@+#!K#%&' G+;’* CQ%X;@!& T@<%&%&':  New trainings 
are continually being added.  Please visit www.dio.org to 
view the full schedule. 

Upcoming Events  
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NEWS FROM ST. ANN’S 
Upcoming Events:  
April 16 St. Ann's Meeting at 7pm. Please bring any 
baby supplies to donate. CANCELLED 
 

May 4 Ladies Banquet—CANCELLED 

Bulletin articles are due by  
NOON April 16th  for the  

April 26th bulletin 
Please send to Jodi at  

 stjerome@stjeromeparish.org 
 

 

ST JEROME/ST JAMES  
YOUTH GROUP & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
 
 

All youth and Young Adult Ministry  activities are 
cancelled until further notice 
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PARISH ORGANIZATIONS/COMMITTEES 

Pastoral Council:   
St. Jerome ~ John Hopkins (Chairperson), Dee Geldbach, 
Georgine Hays, Kathy Harley, Tom Mines, Makayla Jenkins 
 

St. James ~ Tina Kunz, Judy Touchette, Dennis Daiber, 
John Nonn 
 

Finance Council:   
St. Jerome ~ Austin Garber, John Lazor, Alice Lehnhoff, 
Wayne Munie, Stacy Ratulowski, Mike Spotanski,  
Tim Poletti, Keith Detmer, Dan Hellrung  
 

St. James ~ Janet Highlander, Dan Dickman, Laura Reilson 
 

St. Jerome "Build or Not" Committee: 
Along with Fr. Kevin: Dan Jackson, Alice Lehnhoff, T.J. 
Norrenberns, Paul Baumgartner, Katy Love, Steve Stack 
 

St. John Neumann School Board:  Eric Mooshegian, Tim 
Poletti, Michelle Schwierjohn, Nathan Stark 
 

St. Ann’s Council of Catholic Women:  Taryn Gaskill, 
President 
 

Knights of Columbus:  John Kafer, Grand Knight 
                                Dennis Petry, Faithful Navigator  

Parish Office Information 
Address: 511 S Main St, Troy, IL 62294-1812 
Phone: (618) 667-6571  Fax: (618) 667-2697 
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS 
Website: www.stjeromeparish.org 

PARISH STAFF 
PARISH OFFICE PHONE NUMBER: 618-667-6571 

 Pastor:  Rev. Kevin Laughery; ext. 22 
 Cell ........................................................................... (217) 494-2555 
       Email ............................................................... kl@kevinlaughery.com 
 

Deacon:  Dcn. Bob Crosby, OFS 
 Cell ..................................................................................... 980-1827 
 Email .........................................................bcrosby@stjeromeparish.org 
 

Pastoral Associate for  
Faith Formation:  Sister Linda Mary De Lonais; ext. 13 
 Cell……………………………………………(217)299-6443 
 Email ................................................... slindamary@stjeromeparish.org 
 

Pastoral Associate for  
Liturgy & Music:  Stephen Stack, M.Div.;  ext. 23 
 Cell ..................................................................................... 401-1512 
 Email .......................................................... sstack@stjeromeparish.org 
 

Pastoral Associate for Youth Ministry:  Brenda Neumann 
 Cell ............................................................................. 618-975-5907 
 Email ....................................................bneumann@stjeromeparish.org 
 

St. James & St. Jerome  Office Manager:   Betsy  Weinel; ext. 11 
 Email ........................................................ bweinel@stjeromeparish.org 
 

St. James & St. Jerome Adm. Asst.:  Jodi Roedl; ext. 10 
 Email ....................................................... stjerome@stjeromeparish.org 
 

Bookkeeping:  Amanda Dotzert; ext. 15  
 Email .................................................. bookkeeper@stjeromeparish.org 
 

St. John Neumann School 
 Office ................................................................................. 345-7230 
 Website ............................................................... www.sjncrusaders.org 
Father McGivney High School 
 Office ................................................................................. 855-9010 
 Website ........................................................ www.mcgivneygriffins.com  

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation 
 Phone ......................................................................... 217-321-1155 

 

For ministries to the Divorced, Separated, Annulments,  
& Bereavement, please contact the parish office. 

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION  
New parishioners are always welcome! You may register in per-
son or by calling the Parish Office.  
 

SACRAMENTS  
Baptisms ~ Please contact the Parish Office for registration infor-
mation. Prior to baptism, parents are required to attend a baptism
-preparation session. Parents may attend this before their child is 
born.  
 

Penance ~ Saturdays at 1:00 p.m. at St. James and 2:30 p.m. at 
St. Jerome or by appointment. Communal services are celebrated 
during Advent and Lent. 
 

Marriage ~ If you are considering marriage, a minimum of six 
months is required for preparation. A wedding date cannot be set 
until after the first meeting with the pastor. At that time, the dioc-
esan and parish guidelines will be explained.  
 

Anointing of the Sick ~ Parishioners who are seriously or criti-
cally ill, or having surgery, should contact the pastor for the cele-
bration of the sacrament.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults ~ The R.C.I.A. is an on-
going formation process for adults who are interested in becom-
ing a Catholic and would like to receive the sacraments of Bap-
tism, Confirmation, and First Eucharist. Call the Parish Office for 
additional information.  
 

ST. JEROME CEMETERY INFORMATION  
St. Jerome owns and operates two cemeteries – St. Jerome Ceme-
tery, located on Troy-O’Fallon Road, and St. John the Baptist 
Cemetery – located on Lebanon Road. Contact the Parish Office 
for more information. 

PX!<*! >@<= [+@ #Q! [+XX+\%&'  
*!@]%&' %& +^@ <@?!; [+@K!*: 

Lt Adam T. Biggs MSC USN,SFC Eugene F. 
Blink Jr., TSgt Branden Boyher, 2nd Lt. Eric 

Carter, A1C Alexander Cairy, PVT Scott Corey Cairy, SPC 
John R. Dempsey, Army, LCpl. Lance Drew USMC,  A1C 
Puanani Gagne, TSgt Ericson Gentry, Maj Bernard Hellrung, 
Navy-Airman Tanner Hurt, Maj Peter Janyska, Maj Jeremy 
Kerfoot, Pvt Thomas Kraundel, TSgt Ben W. LeClerc, Maj 
Nate Low, IS2 Ashleigh G. Martz, Christian North (Air 
Force),  Capt Anthony Rowe, GySgt Jason Schlechte, Capt 
Christin Scott, 2d Lt Michael Scott, Maj Carl Siegel, Capt 
Griffin Spencer, Maj Walter Sykes, PO2 Austin Toth, Tim 
Voruz, Cpl Daniel Warbritton, USMC PO1 Alec Weeks 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

TOM  
CHOUINARD
Agent, Parishioner

2906 Maryville Rd.

Bus: 343-1200  

Rozanne Hunter 
Direct: (618) 781-4031

Bill Hunter 
Direct: (618) 830-9798 

Parishioners

Alliance Kelly’s Butcher shop 
and deli

Located In The 4-0 Quick Shop
Open Sundays

667-6268

667-9606
QUALITY IS OUR SPECIALTY

LIFE INSURANCE 
 DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE 

LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES 

Tim Mahnesmith
Financial Advisor 
parishioner
Six 157 Center Ste B
Edwardsville, IL 62025

618-656-3601

www.edwardjones.com

(618) 632-6382 • (314) 351-2424

  

504 Edwardsville Rd., Troy • 667-9090

Wolfersberger Funeral Home
Kim & Jim Sabella, Owners

Downtown O’Fallon

618.632.3681  
 www.wfh-ofallon.com

(618) 654-7847
Mon.-Fri. 9-5 pm • Sat. 9-2

201 Poplar Street • Highland, IL 62249

Tom Weir, Parishioner 
(618) 632-6382

 

        Pub & Eatery

101 W. Main St., St. Jacob    (618) 644-CROW (2769)

Visit: HartRent.com

618-344-7900

To view all available listed property 

Visit: HartReal.com

618-624-1173
• Sewer & Drain Cleaning • Plumbing Repair 

• New Construction • Emergency Service 
• Back-flow Preventer Service

Counselorsassociatesltd.com

618.972.1568

Thomas & Melissa Barnett 
IL Lic. 058-172891

NEAL’S PLUMBING, LLC.
Over 25 Years Experience

Disc.: Sr. Citizens • Military (Act.•Retired)

1607 Glen Rae Dr., Troy, IL 62294   (618) 667-8026

Richeson 
Funeral Homes

 
Guideon Richeson 

Owner - Parishioner

205 Edwardsville Rd., Troy, Il 

211 N. Douglas, St. Jacob, IL

(618) 667-9123
www.richesonfh.com

Grimm & Gorly  
Too Florist

(618) 667-3071

steliz.org

Knights of 
Columbus
Troy Council 

 #9266
P.O. Box 133 

Troy, Illinois  62294

“Honoring Life”
 Glen Carbon        Granite City

• Cataract Care •
idealeyesurgery.com  |  618-391-1660

I D E A L  E Y E
S U R G E R Y

Auto Repair - 24 Hr. Towing
Lions Dr. @ Hwy. 40, Troy

667-7776

(618) 505-7373 
631 Edwardsville Rd 

Troy, IL 62294 
www.imospizza.com

DVE LLC is an independent franchisee of Imo’s Franchising, Inc.

• Thank You Parishioners •

Contact Brian Davidson to place an ad today! 
bdavidson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2602


