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Wisdom: Seeking God
who seeks for us

With the readings for this Sunday, I am not so much
taken with the more or less obvious and somewhat
stern-sounding moral lesson of the gospel: “stay
awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour” of
the Lord’s return. Rather, it seems to me that the
overall tone and message of all the readings together is
something a bit unexpected. The word of God rings
with an air of gentleness, beauty, and hope in the
Lord’s goodness, mercy, and salvation from sin and
death. Instead of anxiety and fear about preparing for
the “end times,” and expecting the Lord’s wrath, what
shines through for me is more a sense of longing, of
waiting in joyful expectation for the Lord’s coming.
The Responsorial Psalm expresses our longing for
the Lord, waiting for the Lord who will not bring
wrath, but comfort and healing, peace. The first
reading describes Wisdom (of God) as “resplendent
and unfading,” not only as readily perceived and found
by those who love and seek her, but as One who seeks
us, “seeking those worthy of her,” and graciously
appearing to us, meeting us with care and concern.
Most often when I’m down or in need of God’s
mercy, or when I find myself discouraged or disturbed,
even angry about things in my life, if I manage to stop
and settle down long enough to look and listen for
God, I find God seeking me, waiting for me to turn to
Readings for the Week of November 8, 2020
him. Why don’t I remember this, instead of getting so
Mon: Ez 47: 1-2. 8-9. 12/ Ps 46: 2-3. 5-6. 8-9/ 1 Cor 3: 9c-11. 16-17/
bent out of shape over things that in the end are either
Jn 2: 13-22
not so significant or not in my power to control, and
Tues: Ti 2: 1-8. 11-14/ Ps 37: 3-4. 18 and 23. 27 and 29/ Lk 17: 7-10 which God can — and will — so easily and generously
manage? The best we can do is to try to develop the
Weds: Ti 3: 1-7/ Ps 23: 1b-3a. 3bc-4. 5. 6/ Lk 17: 11-19
habit of seeking God, relying on the wisdom, power,
Thurs: Phlm 7-20/ Ps 146: 7. 8-9a. 9bc-10/ Lk 17: 20-25
and love of God to break into our lives.
Fri: 2 Jn 4-9/ Ps 119: 1. 2. 10. 11. 17. 18/ Lk 17: 26-37
…Maybe it is this habit of seeking God — waiting
in
confident
expectation of his grace and peace — is
Sat: 3 Jn 5-8/ Ps 112: 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/ Lk 18: 1-8
the “oil” which the wise maidens in the gospel parable
Next Sunday: Prv 31: 10-13. 19-20. 30-31/ Ps 128: 1-2. 3. 4-5/
have which they are simply not able to share with the
1 Thes 5: 1-6/ Mt 25: 14-30
foolish ones who don’t have it….

2020 Nov 7 Sat:

Masses from the St. Jerome weekday chapel are being
livestreamed: 8:00 am Monday through Friday and
8:30am Sunday. Go to the St. Jerome Catholic Church
page on Facebook. The recordings are being archived
on the YouTube channel St. Jerome Church Troy,
Illinois. The following are the scheduled Mass
intentions:
2020 Nov 9 Mon: DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN
BASILICA IN ROME F
8:00 a.m. † Leon Hubert
2020 Nov 10 Tue: Leo the Great, pp, dr M
8:00 a.m. † All Souls (St. James)
2020 Nov 11 Wed: Martin of Tours, bp M
8:00 a.m. † Ralph Vesci (St. Jerome)
2020 Nov 12 Thurs: Josaphat, bp, r, mt M
8:00 a.m. †Sanctity of Human Life (St. James)
2020 Nov 13 Fri: Frances Xavier Cabrini, v, r M
8:00 a.m. † Arthur Range (St. Jerome)
2020 Nov 14 Sat: Ordinary Weekday/ BVM
4:00 p.m. † Deceased Members of the Knights of Columbus
(St. Jerome)
5:30 p.m. For the people of St. Jerome and St. James
parishes (St. James)
2020 Nov 15 SUN: 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
8:30 a.m. † Laverne Holshouser (St. Jerome)

1:00-2:00 pm: Confessions at St. James
2:30-3:30 pm: Confessions at St. Jerome
4:00 pm: Mass at St. Jerome
5:30 pm: Mass at St. James

2020 Nov 8 SUN:

8:30 am: Mass at St. Jerome and Livestreamed on
Facebook
10:00-11:00 am: Holy Communion in parking lot
of both churches
8:00-9:00 pm: Eucharistic Adoration at St. Jerome

2020 Nov 11 Weds:

5:30-6:30 pm: Confessions at St. James
7:00-8:00 pm: Confessions at St. Jerome

2020 Nov 14 Sat:

1:00-2:00 pm: Confessions at St. James CANCELLED
2:30-3:30 pm: Confessions at St. Jerome CANCELLED
4:00 pm: Mass at St. Jerome
5:30 pm: Mass at St. James

2020 Nov 15 SUN:

8:30 am: Mass at St. Jerome and Livestreamed on
Facebook
10:00-11:00 am: Holy Communion in parking lot
of both churches
8:00-9:00 pm: Eucharistic Adoration at St. Jerome

Returning to in person Mass:

There is no longer a need to RSVP to attend Mass. We appear to be holding at a safe capacity and will
evaluate from week to week moving forward. Please continue to be patient with us and one another as we
work through the logistics with everyone’s safety in mind.
We keep in mind the health of all with whom we worship. We continue to take precautions. We recognize
the risk involved in returning to church.

For those who desire to receive Holy Communion outside of Mass:
·
After “attending” mass virtually through FB Live or another live-stream option, drive to church. Communion
Ministers will be available in the parking lot at both churches on Sunday, Nov 8, 2020 from 10 - 11am
·
There will be a brief and familiar prayerful exchange before and after communion. Please allow for one individual/family to receive, pray, and walk away before you begin your approach.
Everyone is reminded to adhere to all recommended safety precautions including social distancing and the
wearing of masks. Collections baskets will be available for those who wish to bring their weekly contributions in person.
2

The following bulletin article originally ran January 13, 2019.
We continue to keep all those who hold a political office in our
prayers and recall the “Beatitudes of the Politician”

Stewardship of Treasure: Oct 17/18
St. James:
World Mission Sunday: $10
Weekly Collection: $260
St. Jerome:
Sister Parish: $25
World Mission Sunday: $536
Outreach: $55
Catholic Children's Home: $50
Weekly Collection: $6,235.50
Please remember to continue your financial support
even while we are unable to gather together.
Members of both parishes can mail your contributions to
the parish office at 511 S Main St, Troy, IL 62294. You
can also place it in the secure drop box on the parish office
porch. Thank you for your continued support during
this difficult time!

Please Pray For All The Sick, Especially:
Ava C., Colton T., Pat Aleman, John &
Sharon Aleman, Mary Ann Becherer, Judy
Touchette, Don Siegel, Kay Grotefendt,
Bula Jones, Gerald Loyet, Mike Luczak,
Dale Grotefendt, Katie Fuller, Otto Baumgartner, Helene Kilpatrick, Barbara Klostermann, Millie
Loyett, Mae Grapperhaus, Nancy Varda Smith, Jessica C.,
JoAnn (Vesci) Graeff, Roy Bouse, Colleen Campe, Dennis
Jablonski, Rosemary Uetrecht, Teresa Dickman, Mary Jane
Egan, Austin Acree
To request a name to be put on the prayer list, contact Jodi at
the office (667-6571 ext. 10 or stjerome@stjeromeparish.org)
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Lt Adam T. Biggs MSC USN,SFC Eugene F.
Blink Jr., TSgt Branden Boyher, 2nd Lt. Eric
Carter, A1C Alexander Cairy, PVT Scott Corey Cairy, SPC John
R. Dempsey, Army, LCpl. Lance Drew USMC, A1C Puanani
Gagne, TSgt Ericson Gentry, Maj Bernard Hellrung, NavyAirman Tanner Hurt, Maj Peter Janyska, Maj Jeremy Kerfoot,
Pvt Thomas Kraundel, TSgt Ben W. LeClerc, Maj Nate Low,
IS2 Ashleigh G. Martz, Christian North (Air Force), GySgt Jason Schlechte, Capt Christin Scott, 2d Lt Michael Scott, Maj
Carl Siegel, Capt Griffin Spencer, Maj Walter Sykes, PO2 Austin Toth, Tim Voruz, Cpl Daniel Warbritton

PEACE MESSAGE FROM
POPE FRANCIS
As I noted on November 18, we received a preview of the thoughts of Pope Francis as they would appear in his message for the celebration of the 52nd World
Day of Peace, January 1, 2019.
The full message has, of course, been issued, and
I want to reflect on it here. His theme: “Good politics is
at the service of peace.” Pope Francis writes: “Politics is
an essential means of building human community and
institutions, but when political life is not seen as a form
of service to society as a whole, it can become a means of
oppression, marginalization and even destruction. …
Political office and political responsibility thus constantly
challenge those called to the service of their country to
make every effort to protect those who live there and to
create the conditions for a worthy and just future. If exercised with basic respect for the life, freedom and dignity
of persons, political life can indeed become an outstanding form of charity. …
“It may be helpful to recall the ‘Beatitudes of the
Politician,’ proposed by Vietnamese Cardinal FrançoisXavier Nguyễn Vãn Thuận, a faithful witness to the
Gospel who died in 2002:
“ ‘Blessed be the politician with a lofty sense and
deep understanding of his role.
“ ‘Blessed be the politician who personally
exemplifies credibility.
“ ‘Blessed be the politician who works for the
common good and not his or her own interest.
“ ‘Blessed be the politician who remains
consistent.
“ ‘Blessed be the politician who works for unity.
“ ‘Blessed be the politician who works to
accomplish radical change.
“ ‘Blessed be the politician who is capable
of listening.
“ ‘Blessed be the politician who is without
fear.’”
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Nurturing Our Faith

Sr. Linda Mary, Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation

From “The Gospel for All Ages”,
Pflaum Gospel Weeklies:
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Matthew 25:1–13
What if you had a pop quiz and had not done your
homework? You would not be prepared.
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus uses the parable of
the bridegroom and ten girls to tell his disciples to
remain vigilant. The parable describes some of the
girls as foolish and some as wise. The wise were
ready for the bridegroom and went into the wedding
feast. The foolish were not prepared and missed
the wedding. Jesus teaches us to always be prepared and to do good things. We never know when
he will return. Recognize in our prayer that when
we make good choices, we are preparing for Jesus’
coming.

Life Questions:
If Jesus came back today, would you
be ready to meet him?
What is something foolish you
have done that forced you to learn
the hard way?
What peer pressure do you experience
to do things you think are foolish?
Gospel Questions:
What do you find is necessary to fuel
your spiritual life as oil is to ancient
lamps or gas to cars?
What keeps your spirit alive?

What is a wise way to keep your lamp
burning in your friendship with God?
How do you fuel the lamp of your
enthusiasm for life in Christ?
Be sure to spend time in quiet prayer as you get
ready to meet Jesus in his Word and in the Eucharist, whether you attend mass virtually or in person.
Let us pray: Jesus, remind us to always be
prepared for you by making good choices
in our daily lives. Amen.
Pax
4

ST. JOHN NEUMANN NEWS…
SCRAMBLED GEARS PATENT
Our Scrambled Gears Robotics
Team researched and worked with
professionals to develop a solution to reduce the
amount of water pollution generated by coal power plants. The team created the WaterSpark to
capture energy everytime it rains. The WaterSpark is a hydroelectric generator that charges
portable batteries when rain flows through the
downspout. The batteries can then be used to
charge cell phones. This results in less water pollution by coal power plants because it reduces the
demand for electricity. With the WaterSpark, pollution free energy is being created from nature.
The Scrambled Gears filed for a patent back in
2018 and it was finally approved! You can find
their patent on our website:
www.sjncrusaders.org.
Congratulations Crusaders!!!!

Our Giving Tree will look a
little different this year, but
we are still going to help
others have a wonderful
Christmas. We will continue our collection of gift
cards for Ministries Unlimited, we will continue to
help those families in our
parish who ask, and we will once again be asking
for donations to help Equipping the Called Foster
closet here in Troy.
If you would like to donate a gift card to Ministries
Unlimited, please go to our website and click on
the donation page. You will be asked to click on
the item/items you would like to donate. Once you
have clicked on the item, a message will pop up
thanking you for your donation and reminding you
that all donations will need to be turned in by
December 6.
If you do not have computer access, and would
like to donate, we are in need of gift cards for WalMart & Aldi's, and donations of new socks for infants and children all sizes, boys & girls and underwear for all ages of children & teens, girls &
boys (boxers for older boys)
Please drop off your items in the drop box at the
parish office or bring them to church during mass.
Please put gift cards in an envelope marked Giving
Tree and the children’s items may just be placed in
a bag.
Thank you all once again for your generous donations to help those in our community. If you have
any questions please contact Brenda Neumann by
email bneumann@stjeromeparish.org or phone
618-975-5907.

AmazonSmile Donations. If
you’ve wondered whether your Amazon purchases made through
www.AmazonSmile.com make any
difference to us: yes they do and
thank you so much!! Your choice in
using AmazonSmile and identifying St. Jerome as
your AmazonSmile charity makes a difference.
Thank you again and please tell others about using
this method to support our parish community.
Please remember St. Jerome as the holiday
shopping season approaches! Thank you!

A Prayer for Veterans
Heavenly Father, King and Lord,
You instill in all of Your creation
An order and value.

You call Your children "very good."
We surrender to You
the conflicts that tear your
family apart.
We pray for an end to blindness
that places pride, greed,
power, and selfishness
above human dignity
and brotherly love.
We pray in gratitude
for all of those who have
Defended peace, virtue,
and justice with honor.
We pray especially for those
who have suffered
in mind and body
from the ravages of war.
Let Your Kingdom come!
May Your peace that
surpasses all understanding
reign in our hearts
and in our world.
Amen.
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Upcoming Events
Our annual
celebration
of All Souls is
an opportunity
to remember our
loved ones who
have been called
home, especially
those who have
died within the past twelve months.
This year we will remember our deceased parishioners and the loved ones of parishioners
during all masses celebrated on Saturday
and Sunday, November 7-8.
You are also invited to include all deceased
loved one’s names in the Book of Remembrance.

As the 40 days for life prayer campaign comes to a
close the outreach for women and families in crisis
remains. The call from our local parishes during this
“Season of Stewardship” is an opportunity for many
of you to give of your time, talents and treasurers. We, at Sidewalks of Hope, hope that you will
prayerfully consider giving to the mission of
life. Saint Paul tells us “There are different gifts, but
the same spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:4). In Matthew
9:35-38, we learn of Jesus’s compassion. He’s calling us to be laborers of his harvest.
Are you feeling a call to participate in the right to
life, if so this new ministry may be the answer to
your calling. Whether you feel a call to be on the
frontlines as a sidewalk counselor, have a talent for
media communications and design or want to offer
special prayer intentions for the ministry, we welcome all who are called.
To learn more about this peaceful, prayerful method
of sidewalk advocacy, contact Program Director Jerry, at 618-304-4325 or info@sidewalksofhope.com.
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S+. T#'#%$ C-@'Z-, M$'(Q$"# DRIVE THRU
CHICKEN DINNER
Sunday, November 8, 2020
Serving 11am-4pm
$11 per meal
Meal includes ½ fried chicken, dressing, mashed potatoes
& gravy, green beans & slaw
Located 6 miles north of Carlyle on Route 127
AA M##+<=>%, M*=Q$(% $+ 7 &.K. in the Basement of
the Wayland Avenue Office (the brick building by the corner of St. Jerome parking lot). For more information call
Central Service Office at 618-251-4000 or at www.aa.org.
CURRENTLY VIRTUAL
P'*+#Z+<=> G*Q’% C-<"Q'#= T'$<=<=>: New trainings
are continually being added. Please visit www.dio.org to
view the full schedule.

Bulletin articles are due by
NOON Nov 12th for the
Nov. 15th bulletin
Please send to Jodi at
stjerome@stjeromeparish.org

Outreach assistance may be available for
parishioners who find themselves in need during these challenging times. Brenda Neumann
is coordinating efforts and can be reached via
email at bneumann@stjeromeparish.org or on
her cell at 618-975-5907. All inquiries will be
held in confidence.

PARISH STAFF
PARISH OFFICE PHONE NUMBER: 618-667-6571

Pastor: Rev. Kevin Laughery; ext. 22

Cell ........................................................................... (217) 494-2555
Email ............................................................... kl@kevinlaughery.com

Pastoral Associate for
Faith Formation: Sister Linda Mary De Lonais; ext. 13

Cell……………………………………………(217)299-6443
Email...................................................slindamary@stjeromeparish.org

Pastoral Associate for
Liturgy & Music: Stephen Stack, M.Div.; ext. 23

Cell ..................................................................................... 401-1512
Email.......................................................... sstack@stjeromeparish.org

Pastoral Associate for Youth Ministry: Brenda Neumann

Cell ............................................................................. 618-975-5907
Email....................................................bneumann@stjeromeparish.org

St. James & St. Jerome Office Manager: Betsy Weinel; ext. 11
Email........................................................ bweinel@stjeromeparish.org

St. James & St. Jerome Adm. Asst.: Jodi Roedl; ext. 10

Email....................................................... stjerome@stjeromeparish.org

Bookkeeping: Amanda Dotzert; ext. 15

Email.................................................. bookkeeper@stjeromeparish.org

St. John Neumann School

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS/COMMITTEES

Pastoral Council:
St. Jerome ~ John Hopkins (Chairperson), Maggie Brorby,
Amanda Detmer, Dee Geldbach, Georgine Hays,
Tom Mines, Andrew Schwierjohn, Nathan Krisch
St. James ~ Tina Kunz, Judy Touchette, Dennis Daiber,
John Nonn
Finance Council:
St. Jerome ~ Austin Garber, John Lazor, Alice Lehnhoff,
Wayne Munie, Stacy Ratulowski, Mike Spotanski,
Tim Poletti, Keith Detmer, Dan Hellrung
St. James ~ Janet Highlander, Dan Dickman, Laura Reilson
St. Jerome "Build or Not" Committee:
Along with Fr. Kevin: Dan Jackson, Alice Lehnhoff, T.J.
Norrenberns, Paul Baumgartner, Katy Love, Steve Stack
St. John Neumann School Board: Shannon Brown, Tim
Poletti, Michelle Schwierjohn, Melissa Tedesco
Father McGivney school board: Tom Chouinard
St. Ann’s Council of Catholic Women: Taryn Gaskill,
President
Knights of Columbus: James Sagovac, Grand Knight
Paul Baumgartner, Faithful Navigator

Office ................................................................................. 345-7230
Website ............................................................... www.sjncrusaders.org

Father McGivney High School

Office ................................................................................. 855-9010
Website ........................................................ www.mcgivneygriffins.com

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation

Phone ......................................................................... 217-321-1155
For ministries to the Divorced, Separated, Annulments,
& Bereavement, please contact the parish office.

Parish Office Information

Address: 511 S Main St, Troy, IL 62294-1812
Phone: (618) 667-6571 Fax: (618) 667-2697
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS
Website: www.stjeromeparish.org

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

New parishioners are always welcome! You may register in person or by calling the Parish Office.
SACRAMENTS
Baptisms ~ Please contact the Parish Office for registration information. Prior to baptism, parents are required to attend a baptism
-preparation session. Parents may attend this before their child is
born.
Penance ~ Saturdays at 1:00 p.m. at St. James and 2:30 p.m. at
St. Jerome or by appointment. Communal services are celebrated
during Advent and Lent.
Marriage ~ If you are considering marriage, a minimum of six
months is required for preparation. A wedding date cannot be set
until after the first meeting with the pastor. At that time, the diocesan and parish guidelines will be explained.
Anointing of the Sick ~ Parishioners who are seriously or critically ill, or having surgery, should contact the pastor for the celebration of the sacrament.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults ~ The R.C.I.A. is an ongoing formation process for adults who are interested in becoming a Catholic and would like to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and First Eucharist. Call the Parish Office for
additional information.
ST. JEROME CEMETERY INFORMATION
St. Jerome owns and operates two cemeteries – St. Jerome Cemetery, located on Troy-O’Fallon Road, and St. John the Baptist
Cemetery – located on Lebanon Road. Contact the Parish Office
for more information.
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TOM
CHOUINARD
Agent, Parishioner
2906 Maryville Rd.
Bus:

343-1200

Alliance

Rozanne Hunter
Direct: (618) 781-4031
Bill Hunter
Direct: (618) 830-9798
Parishioners

(618) 667-9931
(Located at TA Travel Center)
Tim Mahnesmith, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
Parishioner
Six 157 Center Ste B
Edwardsville, IL 62025
618-656-3601

631 Edwardsville Rd
Troy, IL 62294

www.imospizza.com

DVE LLC is an independent franchisee of Imo’s Franchising, Inc.

• Thank You Parishioners •

Counselorsassociatesltd.com

618.972.1568

504 Edwardsville Rd., Troy • 667-9090

MKT-5894K-A

e d ward jo ne s .co m

Located In The 4-0 Quick Shop
Open Sundays

667-6268

LIFE INSURANCE
DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

819 Edwardsville Rd. • Troy, IL 62294

(618) 505-7373

Kelly’s Butcher Shop
and Deli

I D E A L E Y E
S U R G E R Y
• Cataract Care •
idealeyesurgery.com | 618-391-1660

Illinois

(618) 632-6382 • (314) 351-2424

Wolfersberger Funeral Home

Kim & Jim Sabella, Owners
Downtown O’Fallon

618.632.3681
www.wfh-ofallon.com

Contact Bob Bembenek to place an ad today!
bbembenek@4LPi.com or (414) 336-4420

Richeson

618-624-1173
• Sewer & Drain Cleaning • Plumbing Repair
• New Construction • Emergency Service
• Back-flow Preventer Service

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Pub & Eatery

To view all available listed property

Visit: HartReal.com

667-9606
QUALITY IS OUR SPECIALTY

101 W. Main St., St. Jacob (618) 644-CROW (2769)

Funeral Homes
Guideon Richeson
Owner - Parishioner

205 Edwardsville Rd., Troy, Il
Auto Repair - 24 Hr. Towing

Lions Dr. @ Hwy. 40, Troy
667-7776

Visit: HartRent.com

618-344-7900

steliz.org

Tom Weir, Parishioner
(618) 632-6382

Thomas & Melissa Barnett
IL Lic. 058-172891

211 N. Douglas, St. Jacob, IL

(618) 667-9123
www.richesonfh.com
Grimm & Gorly
Too Florist

NEAL’S PLUMBING, LLC.
Over 25 Years Experience
Disc.: Sr. Citizens • Military (Act.•Retired)

(618) 667-3071

1607 Glen Rae Dr., Troy, IL 62294 (618) 667-8026

Knights of
Columbus
Troy Council
#9266
P.O. Box 133
Troy, Illinois 62294

(618) 654-7847
Mon.-Fri. 9-5 pm • Sat. 9-2
201 Poplar Street • Highland, IL 62249

“Honoring Life”
Glen Carbon
Granite City

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

St. Jerome, Troy, IL

A 4C 01-0403

