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A LETTER FROM OUR CLERGY

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This Sunday, we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, or His “manifestation” as the Light, not only
for Israel, but for all nations and peoples. The Magi in today’s Gospel stand for the Gentile world,
completing the larger picture that portrays God’s intention to save Israel and beyond. The three wise
men in the story represent all of us. Their journey through “field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star” reflects our own search for purpose and meaning in life. At the heart of it all is
the innocence of the newborn Child who draws us from our darkness into the wonderful light of His
presence. The Epiphany story has a timeless message and will always be relevant because God
promises that anyone who really searches will find Him. There is a reason why we long for something
more and better than this world can provide. Our restless hearts can find their rest only in Him. Psalm
62 says, “Only in God will my soul be at rest. In Him comes my salvation.”

As Christmas draws to a close, the feast of the Epiphany reminds us that our lives as believers in
the Lordship of Jesus can only take on true meaning, if we walk that journey in the manner of the
Magi, following the path which we are to tread by living out the reason for Christmas. And the reason
for Christmas is for us to walk the ways of the Lord by doing what He did in establishing God’s Kingdom
on earth, bringing the world from darkness into His Light. The poem which was made into song called
“Now the Work of Christmas Begins”, composed by Howard Thurman, an African-American theologian
and civil rights leader, puts Christmas within the larger perspective of the Gospel which outlines the
very mission of Jesus that we are to continue with a sense of urgency :

When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes are
home, when the shepherds are back with their flocks, the work of Christmas begins: to find the lost, to
heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace
among the people, to make music in the heart.

The work of Christmas begins! Come and join the work in the field of the Lord for the harvest is
plenty. May the spirit of Christmas live on in and out of Season.

Sincerely Yours In Christ,

Fr. Burt Absalon, Pastor



WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS

MONDAY, JANUARY 3
12:30 pm

tDolores Ragusin

THE WEEK AHEAD

Readings for the week of January 02, 2022

Observances for the week of January 02, 2022

Sunday:
WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION
Report as .
of Actual Budget Difference % Monday:
12/20/21 Tuesday:
Wednesday:
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ering Thursday:
Year to Friday:
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Date

i TUESDAY. JANUARY 4 Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
'730am  1Bill Morrissey [cf.11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

1 12:30pm  TDebra Westlake Monday:1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-
' WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5 17,23-25

 730am - TMary quzggf Tuesday: 1Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44
112:30pm  FMary Stieg Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk

| THURSDAY, JANUARY 6 6:45-52

17:30 am Call to Request ) 10._cC. .

112:30 pm  Call to Request Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/
' 6:00 pm Spec. Int. for Jaciel Placencia Lk 4:14-22a

i FRIDAY. JANUARY 7 - FIRST FRIDAY Friday: 1Jn 55-13/PS 14712-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12
1 7:30 am Call to Request -16

i SATURDAY, JANUARY 8 Saturday: 1Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and
17:30 am tlerry Smith, TRosemary Thomas 9b/Jn 3:22-30

1 5:00 pm tTWayne Lisenby, TRita McQuaid

1 6:30 pm Call to Request Next Sunday: Is42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3,9-10

! SUNDAY. JANUARY 9 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 or, Is 40:1-5, 9-
E 7930 am’J LW{Todd McCoy 11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-
i 9:00 am tSteve Popoca 14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

'10:30 am Spec. Int. for the People of the Parish

112:30 pm Call to Request

1 5:00 pm tEnriqueta Villodres

The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil the

Great and Gregory Nazianzen

The Most Holy Name of Jesus

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

St. John Neumann, Bishop

St. André Bessette, Religious

St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest

Next Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord

i SueAnderson  DonGrafton  CindyKrzywy  Marianne Schapendonk  Kathy Weber k

l Sue Anderson
b Rolley Bateman
r Jane Bolger

1 Danial Bonilla
! Art Colvin

L Tyler Creath

0 Denis Demko
f Lainie Fifer

v Donna Frankowski
r John Frankowski
i Daniel Gomez

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL

Don Grafton
Diane Graske
Dennis Gray
AJ Harrison
Mari Beth Harvey

Dolores (Dee) Hooker

Dorothy Kilgore
Mary Klocek Gillis
Gordon Knapp
Marylou Knapp
Richard Krzywy

Cindy Krzywy
Richard Legge
lan McDonald
Diane O’Donnell
Cody O’Neill
Linda Parker
Milvi Peljo Garcia
Peter Potje
Mikela Riano
Dave Ring
Cha Won Sattler

Peter Schommer
Baby Blaire Spivey
Mary Statter
Virginia Stoerman
Charlene Stier
Jim & Della Taylor

Bill & Betty Tomasik

Carol Uzumecki
Warren Walters
Anthony Weber

Kathy Weber

Mary Lou Wett i

Rich Worzala ii
Brophy Family
Misner Family |

If you would like to add or "
remove a name from our -
Prayers for the Sick below, ::
please email bulle- I
tin@stmary-woodstock.org "

or call the parish office.



LOVE GOD. LOVE NEIGHBOR. GO MAKE DISCIPLES.

Meeting Christ
in Prayer

MEETING CHRIST IN PRAYER
A 10-Week Life-Enriching Experience

Meeting Christ in Prayer is an engaging ten-week
guided prayer experience designed for small
groups. It is modeled on the Spiritual Exercises of
St. Ignatius of Loyola, which is a tried-and-true
method of spiritual renewal. By means of prayer,
reflection, and faith sharing, Meeting Christ in
Prayer introduces participants to various ways of
praying, helps them form regular habits of prayer,
and provides them with an opportunity to meet
Christ anew and to experience support in the
Christian life in a new way. This experience is facili-
tated by Deacon David Auld.

The program begins on Thursday, January 6, and
ends on Thursday, March 8. Morning sessions are
offered at 9 AM in the “Bride’s Room” in the St.
Joseph Center. Evening sessions are offered at 7
PM in the conference room in the parish office.
Materials (book) cost $S15. To register, contact
Deacon Auld no later than December 27 at
dauld40@aol.com.

Y L S Fe
—THATMAN IS Yoo™
4 . .

That Man Is You will return on February 5th for the
spring semester. Contact Scott Emricson
at emricson s@sbcglobal.net for more details.

Men's
Club
Annual
Smoker

February 5, 2022

PLEASE JOIN US
FOR ANIGHT OF
FUN AND
EXCITEMENT

Guest
Speaker:

OLIN
KRUETZ

Men’s Club 19th Smoker

Our 19th Smoker will be February 5, 2022. Bear
great and current Bear analyst, Olin Kruetz, will be
our guest speaker. Ticket sales are NOW OPEN!
Early-bird pricing ends December 31st. We look
forward to seeing you again! St. Mary Men'’s Club

TICKET PACKAGES
Early-bird pricing (Until 12/31/21)

Gold-Corporate $1,900 - 10 tickets After 1/1
$2,200

(6pm-7pm meet & greet with Olin, Corporate
name on banner, Business name recognized
through out the evening, a signed gift)

Green $750 - 5 tickets After 1/1 $950
(Reserved assigned seating)

White $150 - 1 ticket After 1/1 $190

Complete details online: https://www.stmary-
woodstock.org/ministries/organizations/men-s-
club



LOVE GOD. LOVE NEIGHBOR. GO MAKE DISCIPLES.
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m COMING SOON TO ST. JOSEPH’S THIS JANUARY!“

F ATTENTION LADIES!
U Are you looking for a way to refuel and be

refreshed, make authentic connections with other

women, and learn more about God and the joy of

ﬁ\" ’ ] our Catholic faith? Join Walking With f"u.-p: se this
] January as we study Living in the Father's Love.
/ iy .- I'his brief but powerful six-lesson Bible study is
b I/U'A the ideal way to review and refresh yourself for the
%ﬂ year ahead!
y/ ) l Discover just how much God loves us and how the
| \ ; Gospels are deeply relevant to our relationship
J with God, with those we love, and with the

challenges we face each day.

OUR MISSION AT WALKING WITH PURPOSE IS TO HELP EVERY
CATHOLIC WOMAN IN AMERICA ENCOUNTER JESUS CHRIST
THROUGH OUR BIBLE STUDIES AND COMMUNITIES

DETAILS:

TUESDAYS ST. JOSEPH’S BEGINNING
HARVARD JANUARY 25™ 2022

CONTACT:
Karin Lovejoy

karinlovejoy@mac.com



ROWINGE




ST. MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS

DONATE TO YOUR SCHOOL
INCREASE YOUR IMPACT

Alexa would donate

$250 every year to

her local private TOTAL OUT
achool. She owed the = OF POCKET

State $750 in tax || “0. ﬂ
liability. Her total H L H $|OOO
spend for tax liabili-

ty and the donation
was $1,000.

Alexa could increase
her donation to her

local private school to
TOTALOUT

. i & OF POCKET
MLEETL £ B
L_ e lal N [0]0]0)

She quadrupled her
impact at the school
while paying the
same out-of-pocket

cost.

THE TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROCRAM: HOW IT WORKS

SCHOLARSHIP
CRANTING ORCS

75% %% SCHOLARSHIPS [t

TAX CREDIT families

INVEST IN KIDS ACT STUDENTS

The Invest in Kids Tax Credit Scholarship Program offers a 75% income tax credit to individuals and businesses
that contribute to qualified Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs), like Empower Illinois. The SGOs then
provide scholarships for students whose families meet the income requirements to attend qualified, non-public
schools in [llinois.

syt i 44 P r e el s g, e o Ty, widad sre far {hietesiivn
accounting, or tax advice. The description and exampiles provided are for illustrativ
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PAGINA DE ESPANOL - BIENVENIDOS A SANTA MARIA

Para ti del parroco,

Este domingo, celebramos la Epifania del Sefior, o Su "manifestacién" como la Luz, no sélo para Israel,
sino para todas las naciones y pueblos. Los Magos en el Evangelio de hoy representan el mundo gen-

til, completando el cuadro mas amplio que retrata la intencion de Dios de salvar a Israel y mas alla. Los
tres sabios de la historia nos representan a todos. Su viaje por el campo y la fuente, el pdramo y la mon-
tafa, siguiendo a esa estrella, refleja nuestra propia busqueda de propdsito y significado en la vida. En el
centro de todo esto esta la inocencia del nifio recién nacido que nos atrae hacia Su presencia desde
nuestras tinieblas hacia Su maravillosa luz. La historia de la Epifania tiene un mensaje atemporal y siem-
pre serd relevante, porque Dios promete que cualquiera que realmente lo busque, lo encontrard. Hay
una razon por la que anhelamos algo mas y mejor de lo que este mundo puede proporcionar. La
busqueda de nuestros corazones inquietos puede encontrar descanso sélo en El. El Salmo 62 dice: "Sdlo

en Dios mi alma descansard. En El viene mi salvacion".

A medida que la Navidad llega a su fin, la fiesta de la Epifania nos recuerda que nuestra vida como
creyentes en el Sefiorio de Jesus sélo puede tomar un verdadero significado si recorremos el camino a la
manera de los Reyes Magos, siguiendo el sendero que debemos pisar viviendo la razén de la Navidad. Y la
razén de la Navidad es que sigamos los caminos del Sefior, haciendo lo que El hizo al establecer el Reino
de Dios en la tierra, trayendo al mundo de las tinieblas a Su Luz. El poema, que fue hecho cancion,
llamado "Ahora Comienza la Obra de Navidad", compuesto por Howard Thurman, tedlogo afroamericano
y lider de los derechos civiles, sitUa a la Navidad en la perspectiva mas amplia del Evangelio que describe
la misma misién de Jesus, que nosotros debemos continuar con un sentido de urgencia:

Cuando la cancion de los dngeles se calma, cuando la estrella en el cielo se ha ido,

Cuando los reyes y los principes estén en casa, cuando los pastores vuelvan con sus rebafios,
Comienza la Obra de Navidad:

Encontrar a los perdidos, curar a los quebrantados, alimentar a los hambrientos, liberar al prisionero,
Reconstruir las naciones, traer la paz entre las personas, hacer musica en el corazon.

iComienza la obra de Navidad! Venga y Unase a la obra en el campo del Sefior para que la cosecha sea

abundante. Que viva el espiritu de la Navidad, dentro y fuera de la Temporada.

En Cristo, Padre Burt Absalon




PAGINA DE ESPANOL - BIENVENDIOS A SANTA MARIA

Ministerio de Duelo San Juan

Extiende la invitacion a for-
_.%7 mar parte de.I equipo que
ayudara a quienes han pasa-
do o estan pasando por la
dolorosa perdida de un ser
querido. Interesados co-

-

municarse con Mel Gaytan
k:j'.._un 312-719-9560
o melygipc@gmail.com

El Bautismo de Santa Maria

Las Platicas de bautismo ahora son en perso-
na. Por favor Ilama a la oficina por lo menos

una semana antes para registrarte a la plati-

ca. Estas platicas seran en el sétano de la Ig-
lesia alas 2:00 p.m.

Préximas Platicas - alas 2:00 pm
23 de Enero

No Hay Bautismos en el mes de Diciembre

Préximas Bautismos -alas 10:00 am

Los bautismos serdn celebrados el primeroy
tercero sabado de cada mas a las 10:00 am
(con la excepcion del mes de diciembre). No
hay bautismos en el mes de diciembre. Los
bautismos son celebrados fuera de la misay
debido a esto, no realiza la obligacion a
asistir a la misa del domingo.

POR

iREZA POR LA PROTECCION
DE LA VIDA HUMANA!

19 al 27 de enero de 2022,

9 Dias por la Vida es una novena e
por la proteccién de la vida
humana. La intencién de cada
dia va acompanfada de una breve
reflexién y una sugerencia para
la accion que ayuden a construir
la cultura de la vida.

Unete hoy en www.9daysforlife.com*!

3 MODOS DE UNIRTE 9DaysforLife.com*

= & L

€ 2022 |Sosscra sonamace
1 PalA LA MGLESIA CATOLICA USIVERSAL

EN
L
h B :

| §

15Y 16 DE ENERO

rackiorddiccese org/danar

COLECTA
NACIONAL

Tu apoyo a la Campafia Nacional 2022 en la Didcesis de
Rockford empodera a las comunidades locales, comparte el
mensaje del Evangelio con nuestro préjimo y se preocupa
por los religiosos ancianos. A través de este llamamiento
de colectas combinadas del 15 y 16 de enero, continuamos
el trabajo de construir el Reino de Dios aqui mismo en
nuestro propio pais y dentro de nuestra propia Didcesis.



CURRENT CHURCH SCHEDULE

Adoration Chapel: Open 24/7 with access code.

Church: Open for personal prayer M-Sat. 8:00 am to
4:00 pm, Wednesdays 10:00 am to 4:00 pm (Aug-
May)

Weekend Masses: Saturday at 5:00 pm (English) and
6:30 pm (Spanish), Sunday at 7:30 am (English), 9:00
am (English), 10:30 am (English), 12:30 pm (Spanish),
and 5:00 pm (Youth)

Office & Store Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 am
to 4:00 pm

Daily Mass: Monday 12:30 pm
Tuesday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm
Wednesday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm
Thursday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm, 6:00 pm (S)
Friday 7:30 am
Saturday 7:30 am
Confession: Wednesdays at 4:00 pm
Thursdays 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm
Saturdays 8:00 am - 8:30 am
4:00 pm - 4:55 pm
6:00 pm - 6:25 pm

Pastor, Fr. Burt Absalon

Parochial Vicar, Fr. Adalberto Sanchez

Deacon Hans Rokus

Deacon Tom Murray

Deacon William Johnston

Deacon David Auld

Deacon Policarpo Jimenez

Deacon Bill Kearley

Business Manager, Ms. Libby Oleferchik

Bookkeeper, Mrs. JoAnn Lenart

Liturgy Coordinator, Mrs. Theresa Emricson

Communications, Mrs. Kate Pollack

Administrative Support, Mrs. Debbie O’Leary

Director of Faith Formation, Mr. Vince Sossong

Secretary for Hispanic Min., Mrs. Maricela Duefias

School Principal, Ms. Hillary Russell

School Secretary, Mrs. Kathy Stanger

Building & Grounds, Mr. Humberto Cervantes
Mr. John Leonard

Custodian, Mrs. Imelda Salgado

Music Director, Mrs. Stacey Bassetti

312 Lincoln Avenue, Woodstock, IL | 815-338-3377 | www.stmary-woodstock.org

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
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Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

or (800) 950-9952 x2513

/'i' @,h&\ﬁ i BASEMENT;&:}E;S. KITCHENS

SUPPORT YOUR JIAKUBOWICZ wa_ g EANY

LOCAL PARISH. /CONSTRUCTIOE\J q “RE
) . fiiwetited I ADVERTISE HERE NOW! L-l ﬁn!t

Q@

Contact Jeff Tkachuk
to place an ad today!
jtkachuk@4LPi.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Mary, Woodstock, IL C 4C 01-0411




Schneider-Leucht = NIHAN &
Merwin-Cooney ||| Y0odstock [umber Company” NIHAN, LTD.
Funeral Home Accounting & Tax Service
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Michael Thomas, O.D.
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McHenryCountyEyeCare.com
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* Some Travel
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ADT-Monitored Home Security !
Gt 24-Hour Protection From a Mame You Can Trust

DOORIVIASTER

® Burglary bot - ’ y = ’ ; RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
® Fire Safety C i e i TR ’ FIRE DOORS » HOLLOW METAL DOORS
DOCK EQUIPMENT « RESIDENTIAL DOORS
Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years
e _ Steve Getzin, Owner
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“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN"
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Cosmetic Dentistry ¢ Laser Detection Of Cavities

Business - Home - Auto
Robert Haraden, DDS
David Lee, DDS

Life - Health - Medicare
Over 30 years of experience 338-0690

661 5. Enstwood Drive » Woodstock IL 60098 CONTACT US AT 800-950-9952 Www.marsinsurance.com
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Complete Auto Repair
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nagirg Sohitions Since 1560

Hesidential & Commercial Roofing Experts [31 5] 338-0549 ]
(815) 336-0549 ADVERTISE HERE NOW!
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INSURANCE COMPANY PREFERRED

info@roofprosolutions.com 5
INSURED « SERVING SINCE 2000 * LICENSE #104-015456
@rti Lawnere | SA NDERS Traditional Burials
* Cremations | Pre:Planning
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(Call[ForgAreelEstimate!!
1745 S Eastwood Dr © 815-420-3030 107 W Sumner St » 815-943-5400

NEVER MISS A BULLETIN !

@CALL Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com
800.950.9952 p g

WITH PURCHASE

OF THIS SPACE

Delaware Electric
Company, Inc.
ELecTRICAL ® GENERATORS ® SOLAR
FULLY LICENSED & BONDED

(815) 338-3139

* Paid Training

* Some Travel

* Work-Life Balance

* Full-Time with Benefits

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

* Serve Your Community

IPj Contact us at careers@4lpi.com

www.ParishesOnline.com www.4lpi.com/careers
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