
JANUARY 2, 2022 | THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH, WOODSTOCK, ILLINOIS 

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? 
We saw his star at its rising 

and have come to do him homage.”  



 A LETTER FROM OUR CLERGY 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 
 This Sunday, we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, or His “manifesta on” as the Light, not only 
for Israel, but for all na!ons and peoples. The Magi in today’s Gospel stand for the Gen!le world, 
comple!ng the larger picture that portrays God’s inten!on to save Israel and beyond. The three wise 
men in the story represent all of us. Their journey through “field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star” reflects our own search for purpose and meaning in life. At the heart of it all is 
the innocence of the newborn Child who draws us from our darkness into the wonderful light of His 
presence. The Epiphany story has a !meless message and will always be relevant because God 
promises that anyone who really searches will find Him. There is a reason why we long for something 
more and be$er than this world can provide. Our restless hearts can find their rest only in Him. Psalm 
62 says, “Only in God will my soul be at rest. In Him comes my salva on.”    

 As Christmas draws to a close, the feast of the Epiphany reminds us that our lives as believers in 
the Lordship of Jesus can only take on true meaning, if we walk that journey in the manner of the 
Magi, following the path which we are to tread by living out the reason for Christmas. And the reason 
for Christmas is for us to walk the ways of the Lord by doing what He did in establishing God’s Kingdom 
on earth, bringing the world from darkness into His Light. The poem which was made into song called 
“Now the Work of Christmas Begins”, composed by Howard Thurman, an African-American theologian 
and civil rights leader, puts Christmas within the larger perspec!ve of the Gospel which outlines the 
very mission of Jesus that we are to con!nue with a sense of urgency : 

When the song of the angels is s lled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes are 
home, when the shepherds are back with their flocks, the work of Christmas begins: to find the lost, to 
heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the na ons, to bring peace 
among the people, to make music in the heart. 

 
 The work of Christmas begins! Come and join the work in the field of the Lord for the harvest is 
plenty.  May the spirit of Christmas live on in and out of Season. 

 

Sincerely Yours In Christ,  

 Fr. Burt Absalon, Pastor 



 THE WEEK AHEAD  WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
MONDAY,  JANUARY 3 
12:30 pm †Dolores Ragusin 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4 
7:30 am †Bill Morrissey 
12:30 pm †Debra Westlake 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5 
7:30 am †Mary Marinoff 
8:40 am Call to Request 
12:30 pm †Mary S!eg 
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 6 
7:30 am Call to Request 
12:30 pm Call to Request 
6:00 pm Spec. Int. for Jaciel Placencia 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7 - FIRST FRIDAY 
7:30 am Call to Request 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 8 
7:30 am †Jerry Smith, †Rosemary Thomas 
5:00 pm †Wayne Lisenby, †Rita McQuaid 
6:30 pm Call to Request 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9 
7:30 am †Todd McCoy 
9:00 am †Steve Popoca 
10:30 am Spec. Int. for the People of the Parish 
12:30 pm   Call to Request 
5:00 pm †Enriqueta Villodres 

 WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL 

Readings for the week of January 02, 2022 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
[cf.11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12    

Monday:1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-
17, 23-25  

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44  

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 
6:45-52  

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/
Lk 4:14-22a  

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12
-16 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 
9b/Jn 3:22-30 

Next Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 
[11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 or, Is 40:1-5, 9-
11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-
14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22  

 

Observances for the week of January 02, 2022 

Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil the 
Great and Gregory Nazianzen 

Monday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

Tuesday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

Wednesday: St. John Neumann, Bishop 

Thursday: St. André Besse$e, Religious  

Friday:  St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest   

Next Sunday: The Bap!sm of the Lord 

 WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Sue Anderson 
Rolley Bateman 

Jane Bolger 
Danial Bonilla  

Art Colvin  
Tyler Creath  
Denis Demko 

Lainie Fifer 
Donna Frankowski 
John Frankowski 

Daniel Gomez 

Don Gra'on 
Diane Graske  
Dennis Gray 
AJ Harrison 

Mari Beth Harvey  
Dolores (Dee) Hooker 

Dorothy Kilgore 
Mary Klocek Gillis  

Gordon Knapp 
Marylou Knapp 
Richard Krzywy  

Cindy Krzywy 
Richard Legge 
Ian McDonald 

Diane O’Donnell 
Cody O’Neill 
Linda Parker 

Milvi Peljo Garcia 
Peter Potje 

Mikela Riano 
Dave Ring 

Cha Won Sa$ler  

Marianne Schapendonk 
Peter Schommer 

Baby Blaire Spivey  
Mary Sta$er 

Virginia Stoerman   
Charlene S!er  

Jim & Della Taylor 
Bill & Be$y Tomasik 

 Carol Uzumecki   
Warren Walters 
Anthony Weber  

Kathy Weber 
Mary Lou We$ 
Rich Worzala 

Brophy Family 
Misner Family 

If you would like to add or 
remove a name from our 

Prayers for the Sick below, 
please email bulle-

 n@stmary-woodstock.org 
or call the parish office.  

Report as 
of 
12/20/21 

Actual Budget Difference % 

Weekend 
Offering  $12,527 $14,142 ($1,615) -11.4% 

Year to 
Date  $411,749 $367,692 $44,057  12.0% 



LOVE GOD. LOVE NEIGHBOR. GO MAKE DISCIPLES.  

MEETING CHRIST IN PRAYER 

A 10-Week Life-Enriching Experience 

 
Mee!ng Christ in Prayer is an engaging ten-week 
guided prayer experience designed for small 
groups. It is modeled on the Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Igna!us of Loyola, which is a tried-and-true 
method of spiritual renewal. By means of prayer, 
reflec!on, and faith sharing, Mee!ng Christ in 
Prayer introduces par!cipants to various ways of 
praying, helps them form regular habits of prayer, 
and provides them with an opportunity to meet 
Christ anew and to experience support in the 
Chris!an life in a new way. This experience is facili-
tated by Deacon David Auld.  

The program begins on Thursday, January 6, and 
ends on Thursday, March 8. Morning sessions are 
offered at 9 AM in the “Bride’s Room” in the St. 
Joseph Center. Evening sessions are offered at 7 
PM in the conference room in the parish office. 
Materials (book) cost $15. To register, contact 
Deacon Auld no later than December 27 at 
dauld40@aol.com.     

Men’s Club 19th Smoker 

Our 19th Smoker will be February 5, 2022. Bear 
great and current Bear analyst, Olin Kruetz, will be 
our guest speaker. Ticket sales are NOW OPEN! 
Early-bird pricing ends December 31st.  We look 
forward to seeing you again! St. Mary Men’s Club 

TICKET PACKAGES 

Early-bird pricing (Until 12/31/21) 

Gold-Corporate $1,900  - 10 tickets After 1/1 
$2,200 

(6pm-7pm meet & greet with Olin, Corporate 
name on banner, Business name recognized 
through out the evening, a signed gift)  

Green $750 - 5 tickets After 1/1 $950 

(Reserved assigned seating) 

White $150 - 1 ticket After 1/1 $190  

 

Complete details online: https://www.stmary-
woodstock.org/ministries/organizations/men-s-
club 

That Man Is You will return on February 5th for the 
spring semester.  Contact Sco$ Emricson 
at emricson_s@sbcglobal.net for more details. 



LOVE GOD. LOVE NEIGHBOR. GO MAKE DISCIPLES.  



LOVE GOD. LOVE NEIGHBOR. GO MAKE DISCIPLES.  



ST. MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS 



PAGINA DE ESPANOL - BIENVENIDOS A SANTA MARIA  

Para ! del parroco, 

 

Este domingo, celebramos la Epifanía del Señor, o Su "manifestación" como la Luz, no sólo para Israel, 
sino para todas las naciones y pueblos. Los Magos en el Evangelio de hoy representan el mundo gen-
!l,  completando el cuadro más amplio que retrata la intención de Dios de salvar a Israel y más allá. Los 
tres sabios de la historia nos representan a todos. Su viaje por el campo y la fuente, el páramo y la mon-
taña, siguiendo a esa estrella, refleja nuestra propia búsqueda de propósito y significado en la vida. En el 
centro de todo esto está la inocencia del niño recién nacido que nos atrae hacia Su presencia desde 
nuestras !nieblas hacia Su maravillosa luz. La historia de la Epifanía !ene un mensaje atemporal y siem-
pre será relevante, porque Dios promete que cualquiera que realmente lo busque, lo encontrará. Hay 
una razón por la que anhelamos algo más y mejor de lo que este mundo puede proporcionar. La 
búsqueda de nuestros corazones inquietos puede encontrar descanso sólo en Él. El Salmo 62 dice: "Sólo 
en Dios mi alma descansará. En Él viene mi salvación". 

  

A medida que la Navidad llega a su fin, la fiesta de la Epifanía nos recuerda que nuestra vida como 
creyentes en el Señorío de Jesús sólo puede tomar un verdadero significado si recorremos el camino a la 
manera de los Reyes Magos, siguiendo el sendero que debemos pisar viviendo la razón de la Navidad. Y la 
razón de la Navidad es que sigamos los caminos del Señor, haciendo lo que Él hizo al establecer el Reino 
de Dios en la !erra, trayendo al mundo de las !nieblas a Su Luz. El poema, que fue hecho canción, 
llamado "Ahora Comienza la Obra de Navidad", compuesto por Howard Thurman, teólogo afroamericano 
y líder de los derechos civiles, sitúa a la Navidad en la perspec!va más amplia del Evangelio que describe 
la misma misión de Jesús, que nosotros debemos con!nuar con un sen!do de urgencia: 

  

Cuando la canción de los ángeles se calma, cuando la estrella en el cielo se ha ido, 

 Cuando los reyes y los príncipes estén en casa, cuando los pastores vuelvan con sus rebaños, 

Comienza la Obra de Navidad: 

Encontrar a los perdidos, curar a los quebrantados, alimentar a los hambrientos, liberar al prisionero, 

 Reconstruir las naciones, traer la paz entre las personas, hacer música en el corazón. 

 ¡Comienza la obra de Navidad! Venga y únase a la obra en el campo del Señor para que la cosecha sea 
abundante. Que viva el espíritu de la Navidad, dentro y fuera de la Temporada. 

 

En Cristo, Padre Burt Absalon 



PAGINA DE ESPANOL - BIENVENDIOS A SANTA MARIA  

Ministerio de Duelo San Juan 

 

Ex!ende la invitacion a for-
mar parte del equipo que 
ayudara a quienes han pasa-
do o estan pasando por la 
dolorosa perdida de un ser 
querido. Interesados co-
municarse con Mel Gaytan 
312-719-9560 
o melygjpc@gmail.com 

 

El Bau!smo de Santa Maria 
 

Las Pla!cas de bau!smo ahora son en perso-
na. Por favor llama a la oficina por lo menos 
una semana antes para registrarte a la plá!-
ca. Estas plá!cas serán en el sótano de la Ig-
lesia a las  2:00 p.m.  
 
Próximas Plá!cas  - a las 2:00 pm 
23 de Enero  

 

No Hay Bau!smos en el mes de Diciembre 

Próximas  Bau!smos   - a las 10:00 am 

 

Los bau!smos serán celebrados el primero y 
tercero sabado de cada mas a las 10:00 am 
(con la excepcion del mes de diciembre). No 
hay bau!smos en el mes de diciembre. Los 
bau!smos son celebrados fuera de la misa y 
debido a esto, no realiza la obligacion a 
asis!r a la misa del domingo.   

Tu apoyo a la Campaña Nacional 2022 en la Diócesis de 
Rockford empodera a las comunidades locales, comparte el 
mensaje del Evangelio con nuestro prójimo y se preocupa 
por los religiosos ancianos. A través de este llamamiento 
de colectas combinadas del 15 y 16 de enero, con!nuamos 
el trabajo de construir el Reino de Dios aquí mismo en 
nuestro propio país y dentro de nuestra propia Diócesis.  



CURRENT CHURCH SCHEDULE 

312 Lincoln Avenue, Woodstock, IL | 815-338-3377 | www.stmary-woodstock.org  

Adora!on Chapel: Open 24/7 with access code. 
Church: Open for personal prayer M-Sat. 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm, Wednesdays  10:00 am to 4:00 pm (Aug-
May) 
Weekend Masses: Saturday at 5:00 pm (English) and 
6:30 pm (Spanish), Sunday at 7:30 am (English), 9:00 
am (English), 10:30 am (English), 12:30 pm (Spanish), 
and 5:00 pm (Youth) 
Office & Store Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 am 
to 4:00 pm  

Daily Mass: Monday 12:30 pm 
         Tuesday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm 
         Wednesday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm 
         Thursday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm, 6:00 pm (S) 
         Friday 7:30 am  
                     Saturday 7:30 am 
Confession: Wednesdays at 4:00 pm 
         Thursdays 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm 
          Saturdays 8:00 am - 8:30 am 
     4:00 pm - 4:55 pm 
     6:00 pm - 6:25 pm  

Pastor, Fr. Burt Absalon 
Parochial Vicar, Fr. Adalberto Sanchez 
Deacon Hans Rokus 
Deacon Tom Murray 
Deacon William Johnston 
Deacon David Auld 
Deacon Policarpo Jimenez 
Deacon Bill Kearley 
Business Manager, Ms. Libby Oleferchik 
Bookkeeper, Mrs. JoAnn Lenart 
Liturgy Coordinator,  Mrs. Theresa Emricson 
Communica!ons, Mrs. Kate Pollack 
Administra!ve Support, Mrs. Debbie O’Leary 
Director of Faith Forma!on, Mr. Vince Sossong 
Secretary for Hispanic Min., Mrs. Maricela Dueñas 
School Principal, Ms. Hillary Russell 
School Secretary, Mrs. Kathy Stanger 
Building & Grounds, Mr. Humberto Cervantes 
            Mr. John Leonard 
Custodian, Mrs. Imelda Salgado 
Music Director, Mrs. Stacey Basse>  
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Contact Jeff Tkachuk 
 to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2513



Compliments of

Joe Wheadon  
President

815-459-0711

Business - Home - Auto 
Life - Health - Medicare

www.marsinsurance.com

Vanderstappen 
Land Surveying, Inc.

1316 N. Madison Street 
Woodstock, IL. 60098 

815-337-8310   
www.vandersinc.com
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Schneider-Leucht 
Merwin-Cooney 

Funeral Home

1211 Seminary Ave. 
338-1710

“Quality Building Supplies”
338-0075

NIHAN & 
NIHAN, LTD.

Accounting & Tax Service
211 Dean St., Suite 2B 
Woodstock, IL 60098

815-338-0053
Kevin Kirwan 

Kevin Kirwan Insurance Agency

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers’ Compensation 

316 S. Main St., Wauconda, IL 60084-1985 

847-526-5020 
kkirwan@farmersagent.com

 
Cosmetic Dentistry • Laser Detection Of Cavities

Robert Haraden, DDS  
David Lee, DDS 

Over 30 years of experience	 338-0690
661 S. Eastwood Drive • Woodstock, IL 60098 

Zoia Monument Co.

Family Owned 
Over 130 Years

222 Washington 
Woodstock, IL 
815-338-0358

General Dentistry
226 Washington St. 

Woodstock, IL
815/338-8155

Michael Thomas, O.D. 
Jon Russell, O.D.

815-568-6508 
McHenryCountyEyeCare.com

Mon-Sat 6am to 10pm • Sun 6am to 9pm

(815) 337-8230 
1110 N. Seminary Ave. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock

Heating, Cooling,  
Service & Repair

Service & Repair 
Installations With 

No Sub Contractors

Woodstock 

815-337-4200
www.airmanservices.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS
Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner 
(847) 683-0333

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

Contact Jeff Tkachuk  
to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2513
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Delaware Electric 
Company, Inc.

Electrical • Generators • Solar

FULLY LICENSED & BONDED

(815) 338-3139

Sales, Services,  
Group Rides & More! 

132 CASS ST WOODSTOCK 
815-308-5840 • www.thebikehaven.com 

Find US on FB - BIKE HAVEN

Printing • Copying
Shipping • Packing & More

(815) 206-3602
720 S Eastwood Dr., Woodstock, IL

store5204@theupsstore.com

JENSEN’S PLUMBING 
& HEATING
LIC# 058-109471

For All Your Commercial 
& Residential Needs

670 E. Calhoun   (815) 338-1936 
www.jensenph.com

RESTAURANT 

(815) 338-5606 | F: (815) 338-5617 

3brothersrestaurant.net  
• Serving McHenry County Since 1980 • 

1220 S. Eastwood Dr. • Woodstock, IL 60098

Zukowski, Rogers,  
Flood & McArdle

Gregory J. Barry 
Attorney at Law 

gbarry@zrfmlaw.com

(815) 459-2050 
 www.zrfmlaw.com 

50 Virginia St. • Crystal Lake

 

 

SHINGLE TEAR - OFFS •  RE-ROOFS • NEW CONSTRUCTION • FLAT ROOFS 

BARN ROOFS •  SKYLIGHTS  • STEEL ROOFS • CHIMNEY REPAIRS 

FREE ESTIMATES 
FOR BEST QUALITY GUARANTEED PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Specializing in Leak Detection & Repair 

INSURANCE COMPANY PREFERRED

info@roofprosolutions.com 
INSURED • SERVING SINCE 2000 • LICENSE #104-015456

Eco -Friendly 
We recycle shingles

INSURANCE COMPANY PREFERRED

Herff’s Auto Service & Tire
Where we fix it right- the first time!Where we fix it right- the first time!      

Since 1985Since 1985
Complete Auto Repair

All Services Guaranteed
12301 State route 173, Hebron, IL 60034 

(815) 648-2583

Traditional Burials 
Cremations | Pre-Planning

Funeral Home  
Operated Crematory

WOODSTOCK 
1745 S Eastwood Dr • 815-420-3030

HARVARD 
107 W Sumner St • 815-943-5400 

SAUNDERS 
FUNERAL HOME 
& CREMATORY

Tony Cruz 
Loan Officer / Renovation Specialist
o: (708) 995-3082  c: (708) 995-3082  f: (773) 672-8205 
Rate.com/tonycruz  tony.cruz@rate.com 
9646 W. 131st St. Palos Park, IL 60464
Yo hablo Español 

Guaranteed Rate Inc.; NMLS #2611; For licensing information visit 
nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Equal Housing Lender. Conditions may apply 
Tony Cruz NMLS ID: 2024676 State License Numbers IL - 031.0062587, WI - 2024676

BOTTS WELDING BOTTS WELDING 
& TRUCK SERVICE, INC.& TRUCK SERVICE, INC.

Truck Safety InspectionTruck Safety Inspection

815-338-0594815-338-0594

335 N. Eastwood Dr. (Rt. 47) 335 N. Eastwood Dr. (Rt. 47) 
Woodstock, IL 60098Woodstock, IL 60098

Ortiz LawncareOrtiz Lawncare
ServicesServices
• Lawn Maintenance• Lawn Maintenance
• Bush Trimming• Bush Trimming
• Tree Trimming• Tree Trimming
• Seasonal Clean-Ups,• Seasonal Clean-Ups,
• Mulch and More• Mulch and More

Call For A Free Estimate!!Call For A Free Estimate!!

815-404-4244815-404-4244

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

DOMESTIC & FOREIGN 
ASE Certified • Member ASC • Major Credit Cards Accepted 
726 McHenry Ave., Woodstock   338-2886

Contact Jeff Tkachuk  
to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2513


