
JANUARY 9, 2022 | THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH, WOODSTOCK, ILLINOIS 

Rockford Walk for Life-January 15, 2022 

Please join the Rockford Family Initiative for the Rockford Walk for Life 
on Saturday, January 15th, at 11:00 am outside the Rockford Federal 
Courthouse at 327 S. Church St. in Rockford. 

The event will include prayer and short presentations by inspiring speak-
ers who will share their vision and plan to turn back to a culture of life 
and Christ.  

It will be cold, but it's crucial that we join together for the love of God, neighbor, and the chil-
dren facing death by abortion. 

 

Light for Life (Woodstock)- January 22, 2022 
  
On Saturday, January 22, we will take a moment to pray and call 
to mind the 62,000,000 human lives lost to abortion since the deci-
sion of Roe v. Wade. 
  
Right to Life McHenry County will host "Light for Life" on the Wood-
stock Square - all are welcome! Please see the flyer below for details. 
  
The St. Mary Respect Life Ministry will gather before the event at the St. Michael statue at the 
rear of the church at 7:00 pm for a special prayer. Please bring a light of some sort (battery-
operated candle, flashlight, etc.) After a brief bilingual prayer, the ministry leaders and who-
ever wishes to join will do a silent walk to the Woodstock Square, gathering by the war me-
morial, to partake in the Light for Life event. 



 A LETTER FROM OUR CLERGY 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 The Church holds Christmas as the second most sacred celebra!on a"er Easter. Liturgically, Christmas refers to 
the memorial of Christ’s Na!vity and His early manifesta!ons which include His bap!sm as an adult. Thus, today’s 
feast, the Bap!sm of the Lord, is s!ll part of the Christmas celebra!on and concludes it. We are so used to think-
ing of Jesus only as an infant during the Season, that an image of Him as adult doesn’t o"en come to mind as part 
of the Christmas story. In fact, all the daily Gospel readings, from last Sunday’s Feast of Epiphany to this Sunday, 
are adult images of Jesus portraying different quali!es of His person in order to reveal what kind of God who be-
came man He is in rela!on to us. Those portrayed images of Jesus are called His Epiphanies or His manifesta!ons 
in order to answer the ques!on asked in the famous carol: “What Child is this?” The ul!mate answer to the same 
ques!on is now given in today’s feast; given not by prophets or sages but by God the Father Himself: “This is my 
beloved Son…Listen to Him.” On that note, Christmas is concluded and we are now to listen to the beloved Son of 
the Father and to follow Him.  
 
 The Feast of the Bap!sm of the Lord is an opportune !me to reflect on our own bap!sm. Most of us were bap-
!zed as babies and don’t have the privilege of recollec!ng this momentous event of faith journey like those in the 
RCIA program. However, our bap!sm is not an event of the past. Rather it is an ever-present reality, a constant 
and on-going sharing in the life of the Risen Christ. We can, and we must, reflect on our Bap!sm as a daily spiritual 
exercise.  Turning to the very words used for the rite of Bap!sm is an excellent source of help for a most frui%ul 
reflec!on: 
  
God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from sin, given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 
and welcomed you into His holy people.  
 
 At Bap!sm, God, through Christ, has set us free from the bondage of original sin, made us into a new crea!on 
through the Holy Spirit by transforming us to become His sons and daughters and brought us into His family, the 
Church. 
 
He now anoints you with the chrism of salva!on as Christ was anointed priest, prophet, and king.   
 
 At Bap!sm we were configured into Christ in His three-fold func!on as priest, prophet, and king so that as we 
strive daily to come closer to God in worship and prayer, we also fulfill our roles as helpers in Christ’s work of sal-
va!on. 
 
 As we renew our bap!smal vows during this most solemn feast, let us be led by the Spirit to seek the Glory of 
God in everything that we do. For one last !me this year: Merry Christmas to you! And may God bless you.            
  

 

 

Sincerely Yours In Christ, 

Fr. Burt Absalon, Pastor 



 THE WEEK AHEAD  WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
MONDAY, JANUARY 10 
12:30 pm †Joseph L. McCormack 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 11 
7:30 am †Sanford Sweet 
12:30 pm †Special Inten!on 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 
7:30 am †Denise Froemke 
8:40 am †William Loy 
12:30 pm Call to Request 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 
7:30 am Call to Request 
12:30 pm Call to Request 
6:00 pm Spec. Int. for Nohemi Cisneros 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 
7:30 am Call to Request 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 
7:30 am Call to Request 
5:00 pm †Deceased Family & Friends of Jim &  
  MaryAlice Howe 
6:30 pm Call to Request 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 
7:30 am †Alice Howell 
9:00 am †Josephine Smith 
10:30 am †James Hallisy, Spec. Int. for the People 
  Of the Parish 
12:30 pm   †Cesario Villafuerte 
5:00 pm Call to Request 

 WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL 

Readings for the week of January 09, 2022 

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 
[11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

  or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-
25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/ 

  Lk 3:15-16, 21-22  

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/
Mk 1:14-20  

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/
Mk 1:21-28  

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 
8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39  

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/
Mk 1:40-45  

Friday:  1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/
Mk 2:1-12  

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-
5, 6-7/Mk 2:13-17  

Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 
Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11  

 

Observances for the week of January 09, 2022 

Sunday: The Bap!sm of the Lord 

Thursday: St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church 

Sunday: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Sue Anderson 
Rolley Bateman 

Jane Bolger 
Danial Bonilla  

Art Colvin  
Tyler Creath  
Denis Demko 

Lainie Fifer 
Donna Frankowski 
John Frankowski 

Daniel Gomez 

Don Gra"on 
Diane Graske  
Dennis Gray 
AJ Harrison 

Mari Beth Harvey  
Dolores (Dee) Hooker 

Dorothy Kilgore 
Mary Klocek Gillis  

Gordon Knapp 
Marylou Knapp 
Richard Krzywy  

Cindy Krzywy 
Richard Legge 
Ian McDonald 

Diane O’Donnell 
Cody O’Neill 
Linda Parker 

Milvi Peljo Garcia 
Peter Potje 

Mikela Riano 
Dave Ring 

Cha Won Sa+ler  

Marianne Schapendonk 
Peter Schommer 

Baby Blaire Spivey  
Mary Sta+er 

Virginia Stoerman   
Charlene S!er  

Jim & Della Taylor 
Bill & Be+y Tomasik 

 Carol Uzumecki   
Warren Walters 
Anthony Weber  

Kathy Weber 
Mary Lou We+ 
Rich Worzala 

Brophy Family 
Misner Family 

If you would like to add or 
remove a name from our 

Prayers for the Sick below, 
please email bulle-

!n@stmary-woodstock.org 
or call the parish office.  

Report as 
of 1/3/22 Actual Budget Difference % 

Weekend 
Offering  

$20,105 $14,142 $5,963  42.2% 

Year to 
Date $448,922 $395,976 $52,946  13.4% 



LOVE GOD. LOVE NEIGHBOR. GO MAKE DISCIPLES.  
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LOVE GOD. LOVE NEIGHBOR. GO MAKE DISCIPLES.  

Let's Live 2022 With Joy and Peace! 

Please Join Us For An  Evening of Recollec!on for 
Women 

Monday, January 17 from 7:00 -8:45 pm  

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

*451 W Terra Co+a Avenue in Crystal Lake*  

Confessions begin at 6:45 pm. 

It is not always easy to find !me to pray, but it is al-
ways worthwhile. A monthly Day or Evening of Recol-
lec!on is a !me set aside specifically for a Chris!an to 
seriously go deeper into his or her rela!onship with 

God. It is an opportunity to spend a couple of hours in 
prayer and conversa!on with God guided 

by medita!ons of a priest of Opus Dei, a short talk, 
and an examina!on of conscience before the Blessed 
Sacrament. It is a chance to step back from the whirl-
wind of daily tasks for a few hours  spent looking at 

God, the world, and ourselves. 

Dear Fellow St. Mary   
Parishioners,  

Thank you for respond-
ing so generously to our 
appeal for gi" cards for 
the Giving Tree pro-
ject.  Because of 
your unwavering sup-

port for those in need, St. Vincent de Paul was able 
to help 153 children in 53 families.  You donated 
$6800 in gi" cards to our appeal.  

 Because of you, those children and families are 
having a merrier Christmas and I know they feel the 
love and concern for their happiness that you all 
exhibited this year.  May God bless each of you for 
your generosity.  May He con!nue to shower bless-
ings onto you as the New Year begins.  What you 
have done for the least among us, you have done 
for Him.    - St. Vincent de Paul 



LOVE GOD. LOVE NEIGHBOR. GO MAKE DISCIPLES.  



ST. MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS 

Celebrate with us January 30 - February 4, 2022! 

More information coming soon! 
 



PAGINA DE ESPANOL - BIENVENIDOS A SANTA MARIA  

Para Ti Del Párroco 
 
Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 
 
La Iglesia considera la Navidad como la segunda celebración más sagrada después de la Pascua. Litúrgicamente, la Navidad 
se refiere al memorial de la Na!vidad de Cristo y Sus primeras manifestaciones, que incluyen Su bau!smo como adulto. Por 
lo tanto, la fiesta de hoy, El Bau!smo del Señor, todavía es parte de la celebración de Navidad, aunque la concluye. Estamos 
tan acostumbrados a pensar en Jesús sólo como un infante durante la temporada, que no nos viene a la mente muy a menu-
do Su imagen adulta como parte de la Navidad. De hecho, todas las lecturas diarias del Evangelio, desde la Fiesta de la Epifa-
nía del pasado domingo hasta este domingo, son imágenes adultas de Jesús que retratan diferentes cualidades de Su perso-
na para revelar qué !po de Dios hecho hombre es Él en relación a nosotros. Esas imágenes retratadas de Jesús se llaman Sus 
Epifanías o Sus manifestaciones para responder a la pregunta formulada en el famoso villancico "¿Quién es este niño?". La 
respuesta defini!va a la misma pregunta se da en la fiesta de hoy; dada no por profetas o sabios, sino por el mismo Dios Pa-
dre: "Este es mi Hijo amado... Escúchenlo". En ese sen!do, la Navidad concluye y ahora debemos escuchar al amado Hijo del 
Padre y seguirlo. 
 
La Fiesta del Bau!smo del Señor es un momento oportuno para reflexionar sobre nuestro propio bau!smo. La mayoría de 
nosotros fuimos bau!zados cuando éramos bebés y no tenemos el privilegio de recordar este acontecimiento trascendental 
del viaje de la fe, como los del programa RICA. Sin embargo, nuestro bau!smo no es un acontecimiento del pasado. Más 
bien, es una realidad siempre presente, una par!cipación constante y con!nua en la vida de Cristo Resucitado. Podemos y 
debemos reflexionar sobre nuestro bau!smo como un ejercicio espiritual con!nuo y diario. Volver a las palabras u!lizadas 
en el rito del bau!smo, es una excelente fuente de ayuda para una reflexión más frucXfera: 
 
Dios, el Padre de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, te ha liberado del pecado, te ha dado un nuevo nacimiento por agua y el Espíritu 
Santo, y te ha recibido en su pueblo santo. 
 
En el bau!smo, Dios a través de Cristo nos ha liberado de la esclavitud del pecado original, nos ha conver!do en una nueva 
creación a través del Espíritu Santo al transformarnos en Sus hijos e hijas y nos ha traído a Su familia, la Iglesia. 
 
Ahora te unge con el crisma de la salvación como Cristo fue ungido sacerdote, profeta y rey. 
 
En el bau!smo nos configuramos en Cristo en su triple función como sacerdote, profeta y rey, de modo que a medida que 
nos esforzamos diariamente para acercarnos más a Dios en la adoración y la oración, también hacemos nuestro papel de 
ayudantes en la obra de salvación de Cristo. Al renovar nuestros votos bau!smales durante esta fiesta solemne, seamos 
guiados por el Espíritu para buscar la Gloria de Dios en todo lo que hacemos. Por úl!ma vez este año: ¡Feliz Navidad para 
ustedes! Y que Dios los bendiga. 
  

En Cristo, Padre Burt Absalon, Párroco  

El Bau!smo de Santa Maria 

Las Pla!cas de bau!smo ahora son en persona. Por favor llama a la oficina por lo menos una semana antes para registrarte a 
la plá!ca. Estas plá!cas serán en el sótano de la Iglesia a las  2:00 p.m.  

Próximas Plá!cas  - a las 2:00 pm, 23 de Enero  

Próximas  Bau!smos   - a las 10:00 am 

Los bau!smos serán celebrados el primero y tercero sabado de cada mas a las 10:00 am (con la excepcion del mes de dic-
iembre). No hay bau!smos en el mes de diciembre. Los bau!smos son celebrados fuera de la misa y debido a esto, no reali-
za la obligacion a asis!r a la misa del domingo.   



PAGINA DE ESPANOL - BIENVENDIOS A SANTA MARIA  

Tu apoyo a la Campaña Nacional 2022 en la Diócesis de 
Rockford empodera a las comunidades locales, com-
parte el mensaje del Evangelio con nuestro prójimo y 
se preocupa por los religiosos ancianos. A través de 
este llamamiento de colectas combinadas del 15 y 16 
de enero, con!nuamos el trabajo de construir el Reino 
de Dios aquí mismo en nuestro propio país y dentro de 
nuestra propia Diócesis.  

Como dar? 

1. Visita a h+ps://www.rockforddiocese.org/donar/ 

2. Entrega el sobre para la Campaña Nacional 2022 en 
la canasta de oferta de Santa Maria.   

Ministerio de Duelo San Juan 

 

Ex!ende la invitacion a formar 
parte del equipo que ayudara a 
quienes han pasado o estan pasan-
do por la dolorosa perdida de un 
ser querido. Interesados co-
municarse con Mel Gaytan 312-
719-9560 o melygjpc@gmail.com 

 



CURRENT CHURCH SCHEDULE 

312 Lincoln Avenue, Woodstock, IL | 815-338-3377 | www.stmary-woodstock.org  

Adora!on Chapel: Open 24/7 with access code. 
Church: Open for personal prayer M-Sat. 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm, Wednesdays  10:00 am to 4:00 pm (Aug-
May) 
Weekend Masses: Saturday at 5:00 pm (English) and 
6:30 pm (Spanish), Sunday at 7:30 am (English), 9:00 
am (English), 10:30 am (English), 12:30 pm (Spanish), 
and 5:00 pm (Youth) 
Office & Store Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 am 
to 4:00 pm  

Daily Mass: Monday 12:30 pm 
         Tuesday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm 
         Wednesday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm 
         Thursday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm, 6:00 pm (S) 
         Friday 7:30 am  
                     Saturday 7:30 am 
Confession: Wednesdays at 4:00 pm 
         Thursdays 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm 
          Saturdays 8:00 am - 8:30 am 
     4:00 pm - 4:55 pm 
     6:00 pm - 6:25 pm  

Pastor, Fr. Burt Absalon 
Parochial Vicar, Fr. Adalberto Sanchez 
Deacon Hans Rokus 
Deacon Tom Murray 
Deacon William Johnston 
Deacon David Auld 
Deacon Policarpo Jimenez 
Deacon Bill Kearley 
Business Manager, Ms. Libby Oleferchik 
Bookkeeper, Mrs. JoAnn Lenart 
Liturgy Coordinator,  Mrs. Theresa Emricson 
Communica!ons, Mrs. Kate Pollack 
Administra!ve Support, Mrs. Debbie O’Leary 
Director of Faith Forma!on, Mr. Vince Sossong 
Secretary for Hispanic Min., Mrs. Maricela Dueñas 
School Principal, Ms. Hillary Russell 
School Secretary, Mrs. Kathy Stanger 
Building & Grounds, Mr. Humberto Cervantes 
            Mr. John Leonard 
Custodian, Mrs. Imelda Salgado 
Music Director, Mrs. Stacey Basse_  
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Contact Jeff Tkachuk 
 to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2513



Compliments of

Joe Wheadon  
President

815-459-0711

Business - Home - Auto 
Life - Health - Medicare

www.marsinsurance.com

Vanderstappen 
Land Surveying, Inc.

1316 N. Madison Street 
Woodstock, IL. 60098 

815-337-8310   
www.vandersinc.com
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Schneider-Leucht 
Merwin-Cooney 

Funeral Home

1211 Seminary Ave. 
338-1710

“Quality Building Supplies”
338-0075

NIHAN & 
NIHAN, LTD.

Accounting & Tax Service
211 Dean St., Suite 2B 
Woodstock, IL 60098

815-338-0053
Kevin Kirwan 

Kevin Kirwan Insurance Agency

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers’ Compensation 

316 S. Main St., Wauconda, IL 60084-1985 

847-526-5020 
kkirwan@farmersagent.com

 
Cosmetic Dentistry • Laser Detection Of Cavities

Robert Haraden, DDS  
David Lee, DDS 

Over 30 years of experience	 338-0690
661 S. Eastwood Drive • Woodstock, IL 60098 

Zoia Monument Co.

Family Owned 
Over 130 Years

222 Washington 
Woodstock, IL 
815-338-0358

General Dentistry
226 Washington St. 

Woodstock, IL
815/338-8155

Michael Thomas, O.D. 
Jon Russell, O.D.

815-568-6508 
McHenryCountyEyeCare.com

Mon-Sat 6am to 10pm • Sun 6am to 9pm

(815) 337-8230 
1110 N. Seminary Ave. (Rt. 47) 

Woodstock

Heating, Cooling,  
Service & Repair

Service & Repair 
Installations With 

No Sub Contractors

Woodstock 

815-337-4200
www.airmanservices.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS
Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner 
(847) 683-0333

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

Contact Jeff Tkachuk  
to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2513
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Delaware Electric 
Company, Inc.

Electrical • Generators • Solar

FULLY LICENSED & BONDED

(815) 338-3139

Sales, Services,  
Group Rides & More! 

132 CASS ST WOODSTOCK 
815-308-5840 • www.thebikehaven.com 

Find US on FB - BIKE HAVEN

Printing • Copying
Shipping • Packing & More

(815) 206-3602
720 S Eastwood Dr., Woodstock, IL

store5204@theupsstore.com

JENSEN’S PLUMBING 
& HEATING
LIC# 058-109471

For All Your Commercial 
& Residential Needs

670 E. Calhoun   (815) 338-1936 
www.jensenph.com

RESTAURANT 

(815) 338-5606 | F: (815) 338-5617 

3brothersrestaurant.net  
• Serving McHenry County Since 1980 • 

1220 S. Eastwood Dr. • Woodstock, IL 60098

Zukowski, Rogers,  
Flood & McArdle

Gregory J. Barry 
Attorney at Law 

gbarry@zrfmlaw.com

(815) 459-2050 
 www.zrfmlaw.com 

50 Virginia St. • Crystal Lake

 

 

SHINGLE TEAR - OFFS •  RE-ROOFS • NEW CONSTRUCTION • FLAT ROOFS 

BARN ROOFS •  SKYLIGHTS  • STEEL ROOFS • CHIMNEY REPAIRS 

FREE ESTIMATES 
FOR BEST QUALITY GUARANTEED PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Specializing in Leak Detection & Repair 

INSURANCE COMPANY PREFERRED

info@roofprosolutions.com 
INSURED • SERVING SINCE 2000 • LICENSE #104-015456

Eco -Friendly 
We recycle shingles

INSURANCE COMPANY PREFERRED

Herff’s Auto Service & Tire
Where we fix it right- the first time!Where we fix it right- the first time!      

Since 1985Since 1985
Complete Auto Repair

All Services Guaranteed
12301 State route 173, Hebron, IL 60034 

(815) 648-2583

Traditional Burials 
Cremations | Pre-Planning

Funeral Home  
Operated Crematory

WOODSTOCK 
1745 S Eastwood Dr • 815-420-3030

HARVARD 
107 W Sumner St • 815-943-5400 

SAUNDERS 
FUNERAL HOME 
& CREMATORY

Tony Cruz 
Loan Officer / Renovation Specialist
o: (708) 995-3082  c: (708) 995-3082  f: (773) 672-8205 
Rate.com/tonycruz  tony.cruz@rate.com 
9646 W. 131st St. Palos Park, IL 60464
Yo hablo Español 

Guaranteed Rate Inc.; NMLS #2611; For licensing information visit 
nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Equal Housing Lender. Conditions may apply 
Tony Cruz NMLS ID: 2024676 State License Numbers IL - 031.0062587, WI - 2024676

BOTTS WELDING BOTTS WELDING 
& TRUCK SERVICE, INC.& TRUCK SERVICE, INC.

Truck Safety InspectionTruck Safety Inspection

815-338-0594815-338-0594

335 N. Eastwood Dr. (Rt. 47) 335 N. Eastwood Dr. (Rt. 47) 
Woodstock, IL 60098Woodstock, IL 60098

Ortiz LawncareOrtiz Lawncare
ServicesServices
• Lawn Maintenance• Lawn Maintenance
• Bush Trimming• Bush Trimming
• Tree Trimming• Tree Trimming
• Seasonal Clean-Ups,• Seasonal Clean-Ups,
• Mulch and More• Mulch and More

Call For A Free Estimate!!Call For A Free Estimate!!

815-404-4244815-404-4244

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

DOMESTIC & FOREIGN 
ASE Certified • Member ASC • Major Credit Cards Accepted 
726 McHenry Ave., Woodstock   338-2886

Contact Jeff Tkachuk  
to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2513


