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A LETTER FROM OUR CLERGY

After a little coaxing and gentle persuasion from his mother to save a wedding
feast from catastrophe at Cana in Galilee, Jesus performs the first of his miracles.
However, there is more to his action of changing barrels of water into vats of wine
than appears at first glance. He is not merely saving a newlywed couple from
public embarrassment because their wine is running short. What He is really doing
is talking to each and every one of us personally about the shortages in our lives.
Could it be true that after a few years of marriage, gone are our dreams? Our love
has dried up; we've lost our ideals, and no longer have the sparkle for living? Bored
and weary we have settled for a humdrum routine.

John is telling us that we need to be refreshed, to let Christ touch the water of our
lives, and transform it into the wine of new life. Christ came to Earth to change
people and to make all things new. He came to change us just as he changed water
into wine. His presence among us is an invitation to change our ways and a call to a
new manner of life,

Christ, the spirit of new life, is continually bursting into a world that is weary of
meaningless living. His words are spirit and life and have a message for every age.

A few days ago we welcomed the New Year which speaks of new beginnings and a
fresh start. With it comes our old familiar resolution to be better people and
transform our living. If we really want to change our lives we have got to turn to
Christ and call on his help.

Whenever Jesus is found, life is always changed for the better. He enriches the
very ordinary, makes it precious, and gives an eternal value to the commonplace.
Given the opportunity, Jesus will be at work in the most unexpected of ways,
transforming us, making us like Himself. The joy and happiness He brought into the
lives of the newlyweds at Cana by his presence is ours for the asking, provided we
follow the simple instruction given by Mary, “Do whatever he tells you". As our
pleading Mother, Mary is always anxious to show her concern by bringing our
human needs into the mission of her Son. Our big mistake in life is that when we
run short, we forget to turn to Jesus for fresh supplies of what we need. It is only
when we go to Him with open and empty hearts that He can touch us and make
certain that the wine of love and joy will always be part of our lives.

In Christ, Father Burt Absalon



MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, 1/17

12:30 pm +Mary Catherine Casey
TUESDAY, 1/18
7:30 am Spec. Int. Tom Dovidio

+Helen ldeler
12:30 pm +Don Fortin Sr.
WEDNESDAY, 1/19
7:30 am Call to Request
8:40 am Call to Request
12:30 pm +Charlotte Nagel
THURSDAY, 1/20
7:30 am +Karolyn Huinker
12:30 pm +Joe Etchingham
6:00 pm Call to Request
FRIDAY, 1/21
7:30 am Call to Request
SATURDAY, 1/22
7:30 am Spec. Int. Colleen OBrien
5:00 pm +Bill Schuette
6:30 pm Call to Request
SUNDAY, 1/23
7:30 am +Francis Topper
9:00 am +Mimi Schuette
10:30 am +Chuck Browne
12:30 pm +Francisco Fuentes
5:.00 pm Call to Request

STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION

Report as of 1/10/22

Actual --- $11,318
Budget --- $14.,142
Difference -20.0%

Weekend Offering for 1/9/22
Year to Date --- $470,804
Weekend Offerings --- $410,118
Difference --- 14.8%

WEEKLY READINGS

Week of January 16, 2022
Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-
8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9,
16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-
22, 27-28/Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-
51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps
56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-
12
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6
and 11/Mk 3:13-19
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-
27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21
Next Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-
10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/1 Cor 12:12-30
or 12:12-14, 27/

Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Observances

Sunday: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Monday: Martin Luther King Day; St.
Anthony, Abbot
Tuesday: Week of
Christian Unity
Wednesday:
Thursday: St. Fabian, Pope and
Martyr; St. Sebastian, Martyr

Friday: St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr
Saturday: Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time,; St. Vincent, Deacon
and Martyr;, St. Marianne Cope,
Virgin

Prayer for



WE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY MEMBERS WHO ARE ILL

Sue Anderson, Rolley Bateman, Jane Bolger, Danial Bonilla, Art Colvin, Tyler Creath,
Denis Demko, Lainie Fifer, Donna Frankowski, John Frankowski, Daniel Gomez, Don
Grafton, Diane Graske, Dennis Gray, AJ Harrison, Mari Beth Harvey, Dolores (Dee)
Hooker, Dorothy Kilgore, Mary Klocek Gillis, Gordon Knapp, Marylou Knapp, Richard
Krzywy, Cindy Krzywy, Richard Legge, lan McDonald, Diane O'Donnell, Cody O'Neill
Linda Parker, Milvi Peljo Garcia, Peter Potje, Mikela Riano, Dave Ring, Cha Won Sattler
Marianne Schapendonk, Peter Schommer, Baby Blaire Spivey, Mary Statter, Virginia
Stoerman, Charlene Stier, Jim & Della Taylor, Bill & Betty Tomasik, Carol Uzumecki
Warren Walters, Anthony Weber, Kathy Weber, Mary Lou Wett, Rich Worzala, Brophy
Family, Misner Family

If you would like to add or remove a name from our Prayers for the Sick, please email
bulletin@stmary-woodstock.org or call the parish office.
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Deonate thy weekend!

APPEAL ' Donate online at

https://www.rockforddiocese.org/donate/

NATIONAL

Donate via envelope by placing it in the
offertory basket or mailing it in.

The first of the Diocesan appeals for 2022 is happening this weekend!
The National appeal supports retirement funds for our religious, the
Catholic Communication Campaign, the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development, the Catholic University of America, financial support for
the Catholic elementary schools in the diocese, and the diocesan priests’
pension.

%N cvning, of Rocolledion for C Women

Monday, January 17 from 7:00 -8:45 pm
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
"451 W Terra Cotta Avenue in Crystal Lake”

Confessions begin at 6:45 pm.

A monthly Day or Evening of Recollection is a time set aside specifically for a
Christian to seriously go deeper into his or her relationship with God. It is an
opportunity to spend a couple of hours in prayer and conversation with God guided
by meditations of a priest of Opus Dei, a short talk, and an examination of conscience
before the Blessed Sacrament. It is a chance to step back from the whirlwind of daily
tasks for a few hours spent looking at God, the world, and ourselves.

4
' Cor Jesu, Latin for heart of Jesus, is a Christian Mission run by

—

W- The Mission of Cor Jesu (Open Daily 8 am - 7 pm)

faithful Catholic Christians that seeks to bring all people to the
heart of Christ. Cor Jesu welcomes individuals, families, groups,
parishes, and churches to use our retreat rooms, 2 meeting halls,
40 acres of land, prayer path, Rosary walk, and Stations of the
Cross for retreats, Christ-centered gatherings, meetings,
conferences, and a place of prayer and reflection. Cor Jesu also
THE MISSION OF hosts a variety of Christ-centered family and community events

COR ]ESU and ministires.

815-575-9480 | www.corjesumission.org | 5615 hamilton Rd., Woodstock, IL 60098



Light far Lifé

National Sancitity of Human Life Day

Light for Life (Woodstock)- January 22, 2022

On Saturday, January 22, we will take a moment to pray and call to
mind the 62,000,000 human lives lost to abortion since the
decision of Roe v. Wade.

Right to Life McHenry County will host "Light for Life" at 7:30 pm
on the Woodstock Square - all are welcome!

The St. Mary Respect Life Ministry will gather before the event at
the St. Michael statue at the rear of the church at 7:.00 pm for a
special prayer. Please bring a light of some sort (battery-operated
candle, flashlight, etc.) After a brief bilingual prayer, the ministry
leaders and whoever wishes to join will do a silent walk to the
Woodstock Square, gathering by the war memorial, to partake in
the Light for Life event.

9 Days for Life is a novena for the protection of
human life. Each day's intention is accompanied
FOR by a short reflection and suggested actions to
help build a culture of life. Visit
www.gdaysforlife.com to sign up for daily prayers
sent January 21-29 by email or text message!

JANUARY 19-27,2022
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Catholic Schools

Tocallence Tarmos

Catholic, Schools ({Jeck - Jans 30 - Feb 4

Sunday

Kick-off Mass 9:00 am - Students, wear your uniforms and get a free spirit
wear pass at the office
Art Show Open House 10:00 am - Ipm - elementary building
Pancake Breakfast - served after 7:.30 and 9:00 Masses in the cafeteria

Comfy Copy Decades Day
Collecting items for Helping Paws Lunchtime treats!
Animal Shelter. Look for a list of Student activity - making Rosary
needed items to come homel decade bracelets

Menday Tuesday

Unifsnms Spents Shirts

Student activity celebrating School Spelling Bee
Catholic figures in our Nation Family Prayer Cards

Spirit Doy

First Friday Adoration, 10 am Volunteer Reception, Fun Fair Games
and Activities in the gym.

Triday

NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL



PARA Tl DEL PARROCO

Después de un poco de gentil persuasion por parte de su madre, para salvar una fiesta de
bodas de la catastrofe, Jesus realiza el primero de sus milagros en Cana de Galilea. Sin
embargo, hay mas en su accion de convertir barriles de agua en tinajas de vino de lo que
parece a primera vista. EL no esta simplemente salvando a una pareja de recién casados de la
verguenza publica porque su vino se esta acabando. Lo que realmente estd haciendo es
hablar con todos y cada uno de nosotros personalmente acerca de las carencias en nuestras
vidas. ¢Serd cierto que después de unos anos de matrimonio, nuestros suenos se han ido?
Nuestro amor se ha secado; hemos perdido nuestros ideales y ya no tenemos el brillo para
vivir? Aburridos y cansados nos hemos conformado con la rutina monotona. San Juan nos esta
diciendo que necesitamos ser refrescados, dejar que Cristo toque el agua de nuestra vida y la
transforme en vino de vida nueva. Cristo vino a la Tierra para cambiar a las personas y hacer
nuevas todas las cosas. Vino a cambiarnos como transformo el agua en vino. Su presencia
entre nosotros es una invitacion a cambiar nuestros caminos y un llamado a una nueva forma
de vida.

Cristo es el espiritu de la vida nueva que irrumpe continuamente en un mundo que esta
cansado de vivir sin sentido. Sus palabras son espiritu y vida y tienen un mensaje para cada
epoca. Hace unos dias dimos la bienvenida al Ao Nuevo que habla de un nuevo inicio y un
comienzo fresco.

Con él viene nuestra vieja resolucion familiar de ser mejores personas y transformar nuestra
vida.

Si realmente queremos cambiar nuestras vidas, tenemos que volvernos a Cristo y pedir su
ayuda.

Cada vez que se encuentra a Jesus, la vida siempre cambia para mejor. Enriquece lo muy
ordinario, lo hace precioso y da un valor eterno a lo comun. Dada la oportunidad, Jesus estara
obrando de la manera mas inesperada, transformandonos, haciéndonos como El mismo. La
alegria y la felicidad que El trajo a la vida de los recién casados en Cana con su presencia es
nuestra si se lo pedimos, siempre y cuando sigamos las sencillas instrucciones dadas por
Maria: Haced lo que El os diga. Como nuestra Madre suplicante, Maria esta siempre ansiosa de
mostrar su preocupacion por llevar nuestras necesidades humanas a la mision de su Hijo.
Nuestro gran error en la vida es que cuando nos quedamos cortos nos olvidamos de acudir a
Jesus para obtener suministros frescos de lo que necesitamos. Sélo cuando vamos a El con el
corazon abierto y vacio, El puede tocarnos y hacer que el vino del amor y la alegria sea
siempre parte de nuestra vida.

DIOCESIS DE ROCKFORD
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9 dias por la vida es una novena para la proteccidon
de la vida humana. La intencidéon de cada dia va
acompanada de una breve reflexidon y sugerencias
de acciones para ayudar a construir una cultura de

19 AL 27 DE ENERD DE 2022 . . . . . . .
vida. Visite www.gdaysforlife.com para inscribirse

en las oraciones diarias enviadas del 21 al 29 de

enero por correo electronico o mensaje de texto.

Luz para la vida (Woodstock) - 22 de enero de 2022

El sabado 22 de enero, tomaremos un momento para orar y recordar las
62,000,000 vidas humanas perdidas por el aborto desde la decision de
Roe v. Wade.

Right to Life del condado de McHenry presentara "Light for Life" a
las 7:30 pm en el Woodstock Square. iTodos son bienvenidos!

El Ministerio del Respeto de la Vida de Santa Maria se reunira antes del
evento en la estatua de St. Michael en la parte trasera de la iglesia a las
7.00 pm para una oracion especial. Traiga algun tipo de luz (vela que
funcione con baterias, linterna, etc.) Después de una breve oracion
bilingue, los lideres del ministerio y quien desee unirse caminaran hasta
el Woodstock Square, reuniéndose junto al monumento a los caidos en
guerra, para participar en el evento Luz para la Vida.

{
NI Donan este fin de semana!

Apoya a la Campana Nacional 2022 y empode a las comunidades locales, comparte el
mensaje del Evangelio con nuestro préjimo y se preocupa por los religiosos ancianos. A
través de este llamamiento de colectas combinadas del 15 y 16 de enero, continuamos
el trabajo de construir el Reino de Dios aqui mismo en nuestro propio pais y dentro de
nuestra propia Diocesis.
Como dar?
Visita a https://www.rockforddiocese.org/donar/
Entrega el sobre para la Campaia Nacional 2022 en la canasta de oferta de Santa
Maria.



ST. MARY CHURCH SCHEDULE

Adoration Chapel: Open 24/7 with
access code.

Church: Open for personal prayer M-
Sat. 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Wednesdays
10:00 am to 4:00 pm (Aug-May)
Weekend Masses: Saturday at 5:00
pm (English) and 6:30 pm (Spanish),

Sunday at 7:30 am (English), 9:00 am
(English), 10:30 am (English), 12:30 pm
(Spanish), and 5:00 pm (Youth)

Office & Store Hours: Monday through
Friday 8:00 am to 4:.00 pm

Daily Mass: Monday 12:30 pm
Tuesday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm
Wednesday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm
Thursday 7:30 am, 12:30 pm, 6:00 pm
(S)

Friday 7:30 am

Saturday 7:30 am

Confession: Wednesdays at 4:00 pm
Thursdays 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm
Saturdays 8:00 am - 8:30 am, 4:00 pm
- 4:55 pm, 6:00 pm - 6:25 pm

ST. MARY STAFF

Pastor, Fr. Burt Absalon

Parochial Vicar, Fr. Adalberto Sanchez
Deacon Hans Rokus

Deacon Tom Murray

Deacon William Johnston

Deacon David Auld

Deacon Policarpo Jimenez

Deacon Bill Kearley

Bus. Manager, Ms. Libby Oleferchik
Bookkeeper, Mrs. JoAnn Lenart
Liturgy Coor., Mrs. Theresa Emricson
Communications, Mrs. Kate Pollack
Admin. Support, Mrs. Debbie O'Leary
Dir. of Faith Formation, Mr. Vince
Sossong

Secretary for Hispanic Min.,

Mrs. Maricela Duenas

School Principal, Ms. Hillary Russell
School Secretary, Mrs. Kathy Stanger
Building & Grounds, Mr. Humberto
Cervantes & Mr. John Leonard
Custodian, Mrs. Imelda Salgado
Music Director, Mrs. Stacey Bassetti
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Delaware Electric
Company, Inc.
ELecTRICAL ® GENERATORS ® SOLAR
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(815) 338-3139

* Paid Training

* Some Travel

* Work-Life Balance

* Full-Time with Benefits

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!
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