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OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES

Catholic Church

OUR MISSION
We are a Catholic Community 
whom God has called together 
through Baptism.  As part of 
Christ’s Living Church, we 
welcome all to:
Worship with us through our 
Liturgical Celebrations;
Learn with us the teachings 
of Jesus as we expand our 
discipleship; Serve with us God’s 
people inside and outside Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish in a spirit 
of stewardship; and
Gather with us to celebrate 
Christ’s two great 
commandments of love.

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekday Mass
Monday-Friday 6:30am
Thursday  2:00pm
(when school is in session)

Weekend Mass
Saturday - Vigil    4:30pm
Sunday     7:30, 9:30   
Spanish Mass         11:30am

Confessions
Thursday - 12:00pm
Saturday - 11:00am

WELCOME!

3850 Lourdes Drive
Decatur, IL 62526

mfriedel@dio.org
mtrummer@dio.org

Monday - Friday
8:30am to 4:30pm www.ololchurch.com

217.877.4404 www.ololschool.com
217.877.4408

https://www.facebook.com/ourladyoflourdeschurchandschool/



2 FROM THE PRIEST’S DESK

Who Are You? 
Relationship, Identity, and 
Mission 
In our formation conferences 
at the seminary, we heard 
frequent mention of these three 
words: relationship, identity, and 
mission. These words describe 
not only the life of a priest but 

the life of every Christian. Relationship, identity, and 
mission are three steps in the process through which we 
live out our identity as Christians. It goes like this: Our 
mission (what God calls us to do) is meant to flow from 
our identity (who we are), which in turn should flow from 
our relationship with God (whose we are). It looks like this: 
Relationship (Belonging to God) –> Identity (Beloved Son/
Daughter) –> Mission (Sharing God’s love with world)

In our world today, which tends to be obsessed with 
productivity and achievement, it can be very tempting to 
define ourselves primarily by what we do. If we do this, we 
end up reversing the order so that it becomes: Mission –> 
Identity –> Relationship. The problem is, when we define 
ourselves by what we do, our relationship with God gets 
distorted and insecure. We might feel the need to impress 
God or earn His love. At times, we might even feel like 
giving up because God seems too demanding. To correct 
this distorted picture of our lives, we need to look to Jesus.

In his earthly life, Jesus himself followed the pattern of 
relationship –> identity –> mission. Before Jesus’ public 
ministry (his mission) has really begun, he is baptized 
by John and God the Father says to him, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased” (Mk 1:11). 
Here, Jesus himself allows his identity to be defined by 
his relationship with his Father. Remember, Jesus hasn’t 
actually done anything at this point in terms of his ministry. 
However, being firmly grounded in his identity as God’s 
beloved Son, he is ready to carry out his mission as the 
Messiah: the salvation of the world. He does not have to 
prove himself first in order to be called the Beloved Son. 
Rather, he is empowered to act precisely because the 
Father loves him.

In our gospel this Sunday, Jesus asks the apostles the 
most important question of all, the question about his 
own identity: “Who do you say that I am?” Peter responds 
correctly that Jesus is the Christ (the Messiah). Then 

Jesus begins to teach the apostles what his mission as 
the Messiah will involve: suffering, rejection, and ultimately 
death. This tragic mission clearly does not sit well with 
Peter, who goes so far as to rebuke Jesus, his teacher 
and Lord! At this point, Peter and the other apostles 
understand the basic idea of who Jesus is: the Christ, 
the Messiah. However, they do not yet understand what 
this involves. They think they already know what the 
Messiah is supposed to do, and so when Jesus’ teaching 
contradicts this, they recoil at the idea. They cannot fully 
understand Jesus’ mission because they do not fully 
understand his relationship with God, that he is the Son of 
God whose fate in totally in the Father’s hands. 

As Christians, we can sometimes misunderstand our own 
identity in a similar way. We can buy into the world’s lie 
that love is something we have to earn. This lie says that 
“If I am good enough, then maybe—hopefully—God will 
one day say to me, ‘You are my beloved son.’” The reality, 
of course, is exactly the opposite! As St. John writes 
beautifully in his first letter: “See what love the Father has 
given us, that we should be called children of God; and 
so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him” (1 Jn 3:1) 

God does not love us as His children because we have 
somehow earned this identity. Rather, we are able to live 
as His children in the world because He has loved us. As 
St. John also says, “We love, because he first loved us” 
(1 Jn 4:19). Our identity comes from God’s love for us, 
and our love for others is our response to the love that we 
have received. Like Jesus, when we are deeply rooted 
in our relationship with God, we can be confident in our 
identity and embrace the entirety of our mission, including 
the trials and suffering. The way we live as Christians will 
never fully make sense to non-Christians, but that’s okay. 
Because we share in Jesus’ anointing with the Holy Spirit, 
we can join him in showing the world the transforming love 
of the Father.

“You did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received the spirit of sonship. When we 
cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is the Spirit himself bearing witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, 
then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 
glorified with him” (Rom 8:15-17).

Fr. Christopher

Our Lady of Lourdes | Decatur IL

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
If you would like to join the parish or if you are not Catholic and would like to 

learn about the Catholic faith, please call the Parish Office or visit our website.



FIRST READING
I gave my back to those who 
beat me, my cheeks to those 
who plucked my beard; my face 
I did not shield from buffets and 
spitting. (Is 50:8)

PSALM
I will walk before the Lord, in the 
land of the living. (Ps 116)

SECOND READING
What good is it, my brothers and 
sisters, if someone says he has 
faith but does not have works? 
Can that faith save him? (Jas 
2:14)

Gospel
And he asked them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” Peter said to 
him in reply, “You are the Christ.” 
(Mk 8:29)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass 
© 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 
©LPi

3PRAYER & WORSHIP

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
6:30am | Beth Frey

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
6:30am | Father Westoff  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
6:30am | Charles Michael & Beth 
Marie Frey  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
2:00pm | James & Kathryn O’Brien

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
6:30am | Sanctity of Life

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
4:30pm | Don Troyer

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
7:30am | The Parishioners of Our 
Lady of Lourdes & St. Thomas

9:30am | Winfred Reynolds 

11:30am | Clotilde Niragira

MASS INTENTIONS

 Jack Frankovich
Janet Schollmeier

Sharon Nolte
Earl Rudolph

McNamara Family 
Mary Blazier 
Gerald Like  
Roger Hess  
Carol Hess 

Christina Mooney

Ruth Fear
Mary Benson
Frank Marmin

Clarence “Bud” Calhoun

HEAVENLY FATHER, WE PRAY FOR...

Call the Parish Office to submit a name to the prayer list. 
Names will be removed after 6 weeks unless called to be kept on. 

STEWARDSHIP

Sunday Envelopes  $   18, 165
Loose Cash   $         591
Children Donations  $             2

Total Collected  $    18, 758

Year-to-date Goal            $ 209, 000
Year-to-date Collected        $ 176, 120
Difference               $ - 32, 880

Diocesan Collections  $             100

We’re grateful to those 
who continue to financially 

support our parish. God 
bless you!

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 | 24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

September 5, 2021

There will be a collection for the 
Hurricane Ida Relief Fund

 this weekend. 
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PLEASE CONSIDER INCREASING YOUR TITHE

Your donations to our parish are still needed!

When taking a look at the 
first two words of the Our 

Father, I wrote about how we 
enter into this prayer, and 

all prayers, as children. This 
sense of our childhood is 

one aspect of an even more 
fundamental foundation for 
prayer: Humility. St. Teresa 

of Avila described humility in terms of honesty - being 
absolutely truthful in our relationship with God and 
ourselves. This honesty tells us both that we are 
children of our Father, and that we are in need of 
his grace and his gifts at every moment. We will 

ask nothing of God unless we know that we need 
something from God. 

 Being humble before God in prayer can take 
many forms, but I find that a practical way to remain 
humble before God is to make a brief examination 

of the heart at the beginning of our prayer. It can be 
as simple as asking, “Where is my heart right now?” 
Then, tell the answer of that question to God. If we 

have committed any sins, we bring those before God 
and ask His forgiveness. We should not be afraid to 
bring our sinfulness before God, because He wants 
to forgive us. It is important, however, to recall that 

humility is about truth, not about debasing ourselves 
before God. We are friends of God, and his servants; 
his covenantal spouse, but we sin; His children, and 

in need of forgiveness; members of His body, yet 
we wander from Him. We bring to God the ways we 

have failed, knowing that we need His grace and 
forgiveness. We also bring to Him the ways we have 
cooperated with His grace and done something good, 
knowing that without Him, we can do nothing. Bringing 
ourselves fully before God in truth allows Him to enter 
into us more fully, to bring His healing, His grace, and 

His presence to our lives.

-Daniel McGrath

Are you or anyone you know interested in 
becoming Catholic? This fall, Our Lady of Lourdes 
is hosting classes for those who are interested in 
becoming Catholic and who are already baptized 

Christians themselves. Normally, we believe 
that to become Catholic you have to do the full 
RCIA process, which is certainly valuable and 

informative, but it is a fairly long process, normally 
taking several months. If one has been raised 

and baptized as a practicing Christian, they can 
become Catholic in a much shorter time frame. 
Instead of several months, we are offering seven 
weekly classes for those interested in becoming 

Catholic. The dates of the classes are September 
16th, 23rd, 30th, October 7th, and October 

14th. They will be held in the Enrichment Center 
at Our Lady of Lourdes  on Thursdays, 6:45-

8:00pm. As in RCIA, those entering the Catholic 
Church will need a practicing Catholic to be their 
Confirmation sponsor. Attending the classes at 
Our Lady of Lourdes does not mean you have 
to belong to the parish; instead, you can still be 
confirmed and belong to another parish of your 

choice. The date of confirmation would be decided 
between you and your respective pastor.

If you or someone else you know is Catholic 
and baptized, but has never been confirmed, 

this would also be an opportunity to receive the 
necessary instruction to receive the sacrament of 

Confirmation. 

If you know someone who has been interested 
in becoming Catholic, but has not been able to 

complete the longer RCIA schedule, then please 
let them know about this great opportunity! If there 

are any questions, please email Fr. Trummer. 
Email - mtrummer@dio.org



PRE-PLANNING 
YOUR FUNERAL

Preplanning your funeral assures 
you and reassures family 
members that arrangements 
will be made according to 
your wishes. Our guide book 
is available to assist you 
through the scripture and hymn 
selections, offering excellent 
suggestions to make your funeral 
liturgy personalized. Email Jami 
Snow at jami@ololchurch.com for 
more information.

Preplanning really can make 
a difficult situation easier for 
surviving family members by 
having your choices in place 
and eliminating time-pressed or 
uncertain decisions. 

PARISH CONTACT 
UPDATE

If you would like to receive 
parish emails communicating 
meetings/classes/events/general 
information please email your 
name and email address to: 
communications@ololchurch.com
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ROSARY 
 
Please join us before Mass to 
pray the Rosary

Saturdays | 4:00pm 
Sunday | 7:00am & 9:00am

SUNDAY MARRIAGE QUOTE:

“He has done all things well. He makes the deaf hear and [the] 
mute speak.” (Mk 7:37) Christ works great wonders every day. 
Share with your spouse the wonders that Christ has worked for 

you today.

You Are Invited…on a Journey 
to Know Christ and His 
Church
In early September, we’ll start meeting 
to learn about the RCIA journey, 

through which adults become Catholic. It may help you find the 
answers you’re seeking in life.  Have you been thinking about this 
for some time?  Here’s an opportunity to seek answers and inquire 
about the Catholic faith through a series of informal sessions!
• Are you or someone you know interested in exploring the Catholic 

Church as your church home? 
• Are you unbaptized but recognize a need for spirituality in your life?
• Have you been baptized but never learned what it means to live life 

as a Christian? 
We’ll come together on a weekly basis to learn about the richness 
of the Catholic faith, explore God’s saving message to us in the 
scriptures, discover the many ways God is present in our lives, and 
learn to become the disciples that Jesus calls us to be. Our time 
together will include prayer, an introduction to the Bible, and getting 
to know one another and the Church.
Consider coming to the sessions if you are:
• An unbaptized adult
• A baptized Christian or Catholic Christian who has not celebrated 
the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist and have not been 
taught the essentials of the Christian faith and how to live a life in 
Christ.
If you know someone who is interested, why not come with them to 
the inquiry sessions and share your faith and the journey with them?

If you have questions about this journey, or if you would like to sign 
up for the inquiry sessions, please call the parish office at OLOL 
(217-877-4404) or St. Thomas (217-877-4146).  

P.S.  If you are a practicing Catholic and you would like to join the 
RCIA team, please call Deacon Kevin at 620-2032 or email him at 
deaconkev@gmail.com.



SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS

Called by Christ to continue his work on Earth, our mission 
is to speak for those in need, to advocate for justice, and to 

call one another to action.
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September 12, 2021

24th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time

We need to get our bearings 
straight and properly lay life’s cornerstone. Otherwise, the rest of 
our journey will be skewed, and our judgment clouded. We can 

recall Jesus’ famous rebuke of Peter, “You are thinking not as God 
does, but as human beings do.” Even he, as one of Jesus’ closest 
friends struggles with understanding things and grasping the big 
picture. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881-1955) a renowned and 
learned French Jesuit priest often has these words attributed to 

him: “We are not human beings having a spiritual experience. We 
are spiritual beings having a human experience.” Whether they 

were actually from his lips, they certainly mimic his thought. These 
wise words orient us and capture the essence of who we really 

are.

Many people consider spirituality an option. It is no wonder that 
they come to this conclusion when they predominantly define 

themselves using human terms and concepts. Immersed in this 
world view, they struggle finding any semblance of God because 

God does not work according to human expectations! This is 
especially true when suffering and death enter life’s picture. If 
we are only human beings having a spiritual experience, then 

we wrongly expect our spirituality to serve us as we desire. The 
human expectation is that my spiritual life is something that is 

useful in avoiding pain, hardship, and death, not something that 
gives the courage to live through it!

So, when we protest and get upset with God because our journey 
is becoming difficult, painful, treacherous, disappointing, and 

even pointing us toward death, Jesus rebukes us as he did Peter 
and gently reminds us how to see. It is God who inspires and 

opens hearts to see truth and beauty. In God, the true meaning 
of things is understood, and we receive a depth of insight and 
understanding that is not found following purely human paths. 
It is not our task to understand God, as God is beyond human 
understanding. Ours is the joyful privilege of simply resting in 

God’s presence simply because God is God and we are who we 
are. As spiritual beings having an exciting and adventurous human 
experience, it is in our DNA to do so. Through prayer we can let go 

and let be. This is how we lose our lives but then save them.

Flowing from the teaching of the Catholic 
Church 
 

I found this “Prayer for Racial Healing.” It has 
been adapted from Catholic Charities USA 
“Prayer for Racial Healing.” I highly recommend 
we consider praying it and ask God for the 
graces we each need to change our hearts and 
to bring Racial Healing where it is needed in our 
homes, communities, our country and the world.     

God of Justice, God of Mercy, God of Wisdom, 
Triune God, in your Love you create all peoples 
in your image, without exception. 
Through your goodness,
Open our eyes to see the dignity, beauty and 
worth of every human being.
Open our minds to understand that all your 
children are brothers and sisters in the same 
human family. 
Open our hearts to repent of racist attitudes 
behaviors and speech which demean others
Open our ears to hear the cries of those 
wounded by racial discrimination, and their 
passionate appeals to change.

Strengthen our Resolve
   -  to make amends for past injustices and 
   -  to right the wrongs of history.
Fill us with Courage that
   - we might seek to heal wounds, 
   - we might build bridges
   - we might forgive, and 
   - we might accept forgiveness
and that 
    - we might establish peace and equality for all 
in our communities. 
We ask all this in Jesus’ Name.    
Amen.  

Submitted by Sr. JoAn, co-chairperson of OLOL/
St. Thomas Social Justice committee

Lord, please grant eternal rest to the soul of 
JOSEPHINE GREGSON, sister to Patricia 
Stimler & GILBERT BAUMANN, father to Laura 
Monk. 
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Saturday, September 18th 4:30pm 
Sacristan - Dorothy Centers
Lector - Pat McBride 
Eucharistic Minister - Marge Handley, 
Ken Handley, Mary Handley
Gift Bearer Family - Mike Sleeth Family
Greeter - Mike Jordan
Usher - Barb & Kent Cassell, Roger Wall

Sunday, September 19th 7:30am 
Sacristan - Sandi Southern
Lector - Kaylee Kleist
Eucharistic Minister - Jan Loftus, Sandi 
Southern
Gift Bearer Family - Jack Casselman 
Family
Greeter - Jan Loftus, Ceil Frankovich
Usher - Jack McCoy, Steve Halicki, Bill 
Busbey, Jim Seefeldt 

Sunday, September 19th 9:30am 
Sacristan - Cecilia Kehoe
Lector - Scott Fawley
Eucharistic Minister - Robin Bridges, 
Frank Ferracane, Janie Swofford 
Gift Bearer Family - Scott Fawley Family
Greeter - Joe Kerns, Lisa Lemezis
Usher - John Alley, Mike Gagnon, Matt 
Walters, Barney Luckenbill

Please frequently check the app for any 
openings or to fill substitution’s needs. 

If you are unable to serve this upcoming 
weekend, please utilize the substitute 
button within Ministry Scheduler Pro or 

The Family Faith Formation Group will be hosting a Bible Study in 
July for “Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and The Life.”

We will be hosting two sessions that you can attend throughout 
the summer.

 Sessions are Tuesday 9:30-11:00am & 
Thursday 6:00-7:30pm. 

St. Mary’s Chapel is looking for adorers for their 2:00pm 
Wednesday Adoration time slot. 

Please call Jim Keyes at 217-433-4409 or Colleen Keyes 
217-972-4930 to sign up.

This year, PSR will be held on Sunday mornings from 
8:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. at OLOL school.

 

Due to changes in the program, we will be starting PSR later 
that normal.  We will have registration along with a parent 
meeting on Tuesday September 14th at 6:30 p.m. in the 

church. 

We will cover what you can expect from 
the PSR team this coming year and what 
we expect of you and your children.  This 
session will last no longer than an hour. 
At least one parent is expected to attend 

this registration and meeting.  

If you have children grades K thru 8, who do not attend OLOL 
school, watch for a letter in the mail with more information. 

 
Feel free to contact the coordinator of PSR if you have any 

questions or concerns at either 
mlouwalker@comcast.net, 

cell: 217-454-1140
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MONDAY | SEPTEMBER 13

St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church

Sewing Our Faith - 1:00pm

WEDNESDAY | SEPTEMBER 15

Our Lady of Sorrows

Women’s Group - 1:00pm

TUESDAY | SEPTEMBER 14 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Bible Study - 9:30am
Prayer Group - 6:45pm 

THURSDAY | SEPTEMBER 16

Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, 
Bishop, Martyrs

Adoration - 9:00am 
Confessions - 12:00pm
Catechesis - 6:45pm

FRIDAY | SEPTEMBER 17

St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church

No scheduled events

SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 18 

Blessed Virgin Mary

Confessions - 11:00am

SUNDAY | SEPTEMBER 19 

No scheduled events

The Upper Cenacle Prayer Group 
Starting Tuesday, September 14th at 6:45pm

As Catholics, we believe that Jesus instituted the Mass and the other 
sacraments. We believe that the apostles continued to celebrate the 
sacraments, one example being Acts 2:42-47. However, along with 
the breaking of the bread, a New Testament term for celebrating the 

Mass, they lived their faith outside of Mass as well. It says that the early 
disciples, “devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to 
the communal life... and to the prayers.” In community, they lived out 

their faith constantly with one another and spread the gospel together. 

The Cenacle prayer group is a charismatic prayer group that tries 
to create the atmosphere of discipleship that was present in the 

Early Church. It is focused on cultivating a deeper relationship with 
God, particularly through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Our prayer 

group specifically tries to cultivate an atmosphere of spontaneous 
praise and gratitude, continued education and catechesis of one’s 
faith, intercessory prayer that is concrete and magnanimous, more 

intentional and deeper community through sharing and praying 
together, and a radically expectant faith in God’s power, love, and 

presence. There is also a focus on evangelization and mission that is 
empowered by one’s charisms and spiritual gifts that one has received 
through the Holy Spirit.  The Cenacle is meant to work in harmony with 
the other aspects of being Catholic. It is not meant to detract from the 
Mass and the other Sacraments, but rather is enlivened by them. A 

deeper engagement in the prayer group is meant to propel one further 
into their experience of the Sacraments, enabling one to enter more 
deeply into the Mass, Confession, and one’s marriage or vocation. 

The prayer group will meet from 6:45-7:45pm on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month. We will 

meet in the church, but will meet in the chapel 
when numbers are low enough. While Fr. Trummer 
is the leader, others are encouraged to be leaders 

as well.
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Inspiration of the Week

Rest in the presence of God simply 
because God is God and you are 
you. This is all that is necessary. 
Out of this relationship will come 
inspiration, understanding, courage, 
constancy, truth, and virtues of all 
kind. We will find ourselves knowing 
the true meaning of things and 
developing a depth of insight that 
is not found following purely human 
venues. It is God who inspires and 
opens human hearts to see truth 
and beauty. In God, we understand 
all of our relationships with a richer 
appreciation and come to know 
who Jesus, who speaks of God’s 
kingdom, really is. The trust that 
is fostered from resting with the 
Divine One allows us to see that 
God’s ways are not our ways. There 
is something bigger going on in 
this picture of life. It is something 
mystical and magical that seeks 
to surprise us at every turn. It is 
not for us to cling to this world and 
its limitations. Our adventure is to 
dream bigger and brighter, realizing 
that it is even in suffering that the 
radiant light of the dawn will come. 
God’s ways allow for our paths to be 
rocky, challenging, difficult, and even 
crippling at times. Purely human 
eyes cannot understand the ‘why’ 
of such experiences. The eyes and 
mind of God, however, reveal and 
detail a journey that ends in glorious 
resurrection joy. When we lose our 
axis and become too human in our 
thinking, Jesus rebukes us and 
gently reminds us how to see.

Experience feel-good shopping
Shop at smile.amazon.com and we’ll donate to your 
favorite charitable organization, at no cost to you.
Look for this when you search our school:

Our Lady of Lourdes School
Decatur, IL  Education N.E.C.

UPCOMING EVENTS

St. Teresa Class of 1971 Reunion Homecoming Weekend
9/24/2021 pregame at Curlys, attend the game, Winery after the game

9/252021 Golf, tour of school, Dinner at Taproot (5:30pm) 

9/26/2021 attend  8:30 Mass at St. James Church. 

 For more information: Pam (Smith) Cox at pscox53@hotmail.com or Doug 
McCarthy at dougm7161953@gmail.com

Every couple of weeks this year at St. Teresa, Fr. Trummer is hosting 
Eucharistic adoration for the high school students. In addition to 

adoration, he would like to provide a short and simple opportunity for 
socializing. He would like to provide coffee, tea, donuts, bagels, etc. for 

the students on those mornings. If you would be interested in 
purchasing breakfast for the students, please email Fr. Trummer at 

mtrummer@dio.org or call the office. 

Are you interested in helping to sponsor a 
child through Our Lady of Lourdes School, 
and redirecting the entirety of your Illinois 
State Income Taxes to our school? At least 
thirteen children are currently in need 
of scholarship money, totaling roughly 
$43,000. 

Making your tax credit scholarship donation is a three step process: register 
with MyTax Illinois,  reserve your credit, and make your donation through 
Empower Illinois. The donation process does include multiple steps, but 
in addition to helping students in need, your gift earns you a 75% Illinois 
state tax credit. It’s a win-win! Additionally, Empower Illinois has a dedicated 
customer service team that can assist with any questions that may arise 
during the donation process. 

Learn how you can impact the lives of our students by donating to Our Lady 
of Lourdes School through Empower IL before November 30th. Contact the 
parish office for more information on how to be accompanied through the 
donation process by calling 217-877-4404, or by visiting empowerillinois.org.



Pastor, 
Rev. Michael Friedel
Parochial Vicar,
Rev. Michael Trummer 
 

Pastor Emeritus,
Rev. Rick Weltin
Pastoral Associate,
Sr. JoAn Schullian, O.S.F.
Hispanic Ministry Coordinator,
Sr. Ofelia Quiroz, MAG
Parish Communication & Engagement Coordinator,
Megan Bresnan
Pastoral Care Coordinator,
Jami Snow 
Administrative Assistant,
Dorothy Centers
Director of Operations, 
Justin Reed

Victim Assistance Coordinator for the Dioceses of Springfield in 
Illinois Allison Smith asmith@dio.org or 217-698-8500.

Jack Wagner (Chair) 

Mike Cassell

Mary Ann Fawcett 

Jerry Follis 

Kathy Hamilton

Marcia Hardy-McCormick

Christie Linder

Dolores Troyer
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OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
PARISH STAFF

Our Lady of Lourdes 
School Staff

Principal,
Theresa Bowser | tbowser@ololschool.com

School Secretary,
Dianna Wagner | dwagner@ololschool.com

PHILOSOPHY AND MISSION

The mission of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic School is to develop strong 
values in our students and educate them 
spiritually, intellectually, culturally, and 
physically.

Phone: 217.877.4408  |  Website: www.ololschool.com

Fr. Michael Friedel

Fr. Michael Trummer

John Alley

Jim Comerford

Ann Kerns 

Jim Keyes

Joe Kerns

Marcia Hardy McCormick
Barb Ferracane 
Barb Hertel
Dolores Troyer 
Jamie Walters
Jennifer Dominick
John Piraino
Judy Reeves
Marielle Bai
Mary Ann Fawcett 

Mary Lou Walker 
Melissa Miller 
Meta Burlington 
Theresa Bowser
Jack Wagner
Annemarie Duncan
Cherie Moran
Dorothy Centers

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION

 OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
FINANCE AND PASTORAL COUNCIL

Our Lady of Lourdes School admits students of any race, sex, color, national and 
ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded 
or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate based on race, 

sex, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, 
admission policies, scholarships and loan programs, and athletic and school 

administered programs. Faculty recruitment has been, and will continue to be, 
processed without regard to race, sex, disability or ethnic background. 
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An Affordable Assisted Living 
Community for the older adult. 
Schedule a visit! (217) 872-1282 

875 W. McKinley Ave., Decatur
www.eagleridgeslf.com 

Managed by Garant Management Solutions

                    (217) 330-7485
Order Online at DelCarmensPizza.com

2855 N. Water St. • Decatur, IL 62526

Tues - Fri 11am - 9pm 
Sat 4pm - 9pm • Sun - Mon Closed

Beth Austin 
John House

“Founded on QUALITY. Backed by SERVICE.”

340 E. Macon 
Decatur, IL 62523

(217) 423-2690

Phone: (217) 877-7632 
Fax: (217) 877-6752

Doing our part 
to straighten 
out Decatur

Free Estimates

996 West Harrison 

Decatur, IL 62526

KING-LAR 
COMPANY

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning 
24 Hour Heating & Air Conditioning Service 

Residential • Commercial 
Refrigeration • Industrial • Lennox

Celebrating over 86 years

2020 E. Olive Street • Decatur, IL 62526 

(217) 429-2323

A locally-owned, full service 
funeral home with an 
on-site Crematorium.

2827 North Oakland 
Decatur 
217-875-1283 
www.brintlingerandearl.com

Contact Trey Hill 
 to place an ad today! 

thill@4LPi.com 
 or (800) 950-9952 x2613



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Our Lady of Lourdes, Decatur, IL A 4C 01-0421

Please Remember
Our Lady of  

Lourdes Church
In Your Will.

Graceland/Fairlawn 

www.gracelandfairlawn.com 

217-615-0769

Moran & Goebel 

www.moranandgoebel.com 

217-615-0793

Decatur Plating & 
Manufacturing Co 

Stukey/Peck Family 

Parishiners 

217-422-8512

245 W. First Dr. • Decatur • 217-429-5165

US 51 / Weaver Rd. • Forsyth • 217-330-9552

www.dalesrx.com

M-F 8:30-6, Sat 8:30-3

Gary & Andy Birschbach 
Parishioners

Ground Management - Custom Landscaping

Waltrip Lawn 
& Landscape Inc.

GARY WALTRIP 

Licensed Insured 2032 Baltimore 

422-1866 Decatur, IL

“ENJOY THE BEAUTY OF GOD’S EARTH”

MASKE’S Organic GardeningMASKE’S Organic Gardening
2510 West Mound Road

Decatur, Illinois 62526

217.877.0740
• Landscaping Rock 

• Mulch • Gravel 

• Natural Fertilizers 

• Pest Control

OPEN: Mon-Fri 9:00-5:00 • Sat 9:00-3:00

3103 N. Charles Street 
Decatur, IL 62523 

Phone (217) 428-3641 
1-800-543-5376 

Fax (217) 428-0239 
Mobile (217) 454-1658 

www.rdmcmillenent.com

Glay McMillen 
Vice President Sales 
gmcmillen@rdmcmillenent.com

Maroa   •  E. Peoria

217-794-2292  •  309-699-6231

www.fourwindsrv.com

B & W II
ASPHALT PAVING 
& SEALCOAT CO.

877-8362

P.O. Box 448 Forsyth, IL

3757 E. US Route 36 
Decatur, IL 62521

(217) 853-3550 cell 
(217) 864-6683 office 

trishabeck1@yahoo.com

Our Lady of the Holy Spirit 

Parish Member

paulachildsrealtors.com

Trisha Beck 
Owner/Managing 

Broker

From Drips to Floods, From Drips to Floods, 
Weather Hot or Cold,  Weather Hot or Cold,  

You can count on Noah’s!You can count on Noah’s!

201-NOAH201-NOAH (6624) (6624)

Commercial • Residential 
New Construction • Remodels 

24 Hour Service
Matthew 24:37-44

 
Colleen Brinkoetter 
Realtor/Broker ABR, CRS

217/433-9068
colleen@brinkoetter.com

**For All Your Home 
  Buying & Selling Needs 

www.colleenbrinkoetter.com 

Parishioner

Contact

ROOFING SPECIALISTSROOFING SPECIALISTS

217-424-8900217-424-8900
promaxconstruction.com

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

LC 104.016085, 105.005542

  — NOW HIRING! —

Masterbrand Cabinets in 
Arthur is now hiring for 

Production Associate
Apply at  

www.masterbrandarthur.com
Si Hablamos Espanol

Contact Trey Hill to place 
 an ad today! thill@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2613

LISACOFFMAN@VIEWEGREALESTATE.COM

LISA COFFMAN 

BROKER/REALTOR 

217.433.5081 CELL

Your Source for 
Residential  
Real Estate


