Roman Catholic Church
OF
SOUTHERN FRANKLIN COUNTY

ST. ALOYSIUS/SACRED HEART
ROYALTON
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

WEST FRANKFORT
St. John the Baptist Website:
stiohnschurch-wf.org
St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart Website:
stalsacredheart.org
Church Email: johnthebaptist@mchsi.com

Rev. Eusebius Mbidoaka, Ph.D., S.T.D.
Administrator

Rectory: 703 E. Main St.

West Frankfort, IL 62896

Phone: 932-2828 Fax: 937-0200

St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart Church
212 S. Pecan Street

Royalton, IL 62983

Phone: 932-2828

St. John the Baptist School

702 E. Poplar Street

West Frankfort, IL 62896

Phone: 937-2017 Fax:937-2287

www.letyourfaithsoar.com

Kay Levanti, Principal

Amanda Isaacs, Secretary
johnthebaptist@mchsi.com

Debra DeGoricia, Music, Liturgy, PSR

Director debra@sjtbcs.com

Mass Schedule

St. John’s Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am
Thursday: 5:30 pm

St. Aloysius Sunday 8:00 am
Wednesday 5:30 pm

Weddings

Please make arrangements with

the pastor eight months in advance.

Baptisms
Please make arrangements by contacting
the office at 937-2017.

Funerals
Please make arrangements with the pas-

tor or with the funeral director. oy s
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Saturday, December 25, 2021 @ 10:00 A.M. at St John the Baptist Catholic Church
The Nativity of the Lord

In honor of: *Bernard Mbidoaka for better health Lector: Janice Warren
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Lee Parker Giftbearer: Volunteer

Saturday. December 25, 2021 @ 5:00 P.M. at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph:Vigil

In Memory of: * Frank & Mary Lou Sakonyi Lector: Barbara Glodich
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Theresa Renik Giftbearer: Volunteer

Sunday, December 26, 2021 @ 8:00 A.M. at St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart Church

In Honor of: * Fr. Peter Hsu Lector: Shirley Jones
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Joe Blazine

Sunday, December 26, 2021 @ 10:00 A.M. St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

In honor of: St John the Baptist Parish Family Lector: Leonard Hopkins
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Bill Levanti Server: Ben McCord

Wednesday, December 29, 2021 at St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart 5:30 P.M.

NO MASS
Thursday, December 30, 2021 @ 5:30 P.M. at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
NO MASS
Friday, December 31, 2021 @ 4:00 p.m. at St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart Church
NO MASS

Saturday, January 1, 2020 @ 5:00 P.M. at St. John the Baptist Church
Mary, the Mother of God

In Memory of: *James Brown by Jim and Jacqueline Brown Lector: George Hopkins
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Jim Wangler Giftbearer: Volunteer

Sunday, January 2, 2022 @ 8:00 A.M. St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart Church
Epiphany of the Lord

In Honor of: * James Leposky by Kevin & Maria Nix Lector: TBA
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: TBA

Sunday, January 2, 2022 @ 10:00 A.M. St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

In memory of: *Deane Christian Lector: Janice Warren

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Kay Levanti Giftbearer: Mary Snider and Emerson




Our Sanctuary Candle for
the month of December is
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May the souls of the
faithful departed,
through the
mercy of God,
Rest In Peace

Our Gifts to God
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart Catholic Church
December 18 & 19, 2021 December 19, 2021

Enve-

School & Church Upcoming Events

Saturday, December 25: 10:00 A.M. Nativity of the Lord @ St. John the Baptist Church
5: 00: Mass: Vigil The Holy Family @ St. John the Baptist Church
Sunday, December 26: 8:00 A.M. Mass: The Holy Family @ St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart Church
10:00 A.M. Mass: The Holy Family @ St. John the Baptist
Saturday, January 1, 2022 Vigil Mass of Epiphany of the Lord at 5:00 St. John the Baptist
Sunday, January 2, 2022 Mass Epiphany of the Lord 8:00 at St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart Church
Sunday, January 2, 2022 Mass Epiphany of the Lord 10:00 at St. John the Baptist
Monday, January 3, 2022: Teachers Workshop
Tuesday, January 4, 2022: School Resumes!
:PSR class 5:15-6:15

Wednesday, January 5: No Weekday mass at St. Aloysius

: PSR class: 4:30-5:30
Thursday, January 6: 7:00: Parents Association Zoom Meeting
Friday, January 7: School: NO SCHOOL MASS

End of 2nd Quarter. Early dismissal 1:30 P.M.

Saturday, January 8, 2022: 5:00 Mass: Baptism of the Lord: Vigil @ St. John the Baptist Church
Sunday, January 9, 2022: 8:00 A.M. Mass: Baptism of the Lord @ St. Aloysius/Sacred Heart Church
Sunday, January 9, 2022 : 10:00 A.M. Mass: Baptism of the Lord @ St. John the Baptist Church
Monday, January 10: PSR Confirmation Class
Tuesday, January 11: PSR 3rd Grade and Kindergarten Class
Wednesday, January 12: PSR 1st Communion Class
Friday, January 14, 2022: No 8:30 School Mass
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December 28, 2021:
Topic: NO Class. We will resume
Cla‘s on January 4th.
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Fr. Urban Osuji. C.M.

Please keep in your prayers our
Pastor and his sister Kaycee as they make
plans to travel home to see to their
father’s health. He has been sick for
several weeks and a major surgery is
scheduled. We pray to their safety in their
travels and well as for better health for
their father.

Diocesan Christmas Collection
December 24 & 25th

The 44th Annual Diocesan Christmas Collection
will be taken up at all masses on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day. Parishes and agencies
throughout the diocese will request monies from
this collection during 2022 to assist those in need
of food, clothing, shelter, utility payments,
healthcare and medications, funeral and burial ex-
penses, transportation and emergency assistance
of all types. Please consider giving as you are
able. Thank you so much.
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If you need us, please call and leave
a message. We will return your call
as soon as possible. Thank you.




GOSPEL MEDITATION
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only of our families of origin, the cur-
rent family of which we are a part, the family of our Church, our society, and our global family as well.
Everything human can be found in family stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving success-
es as well as painful spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds are usually con-
nected with the experience of family. Our needs, experiences, and unresolved baggage often color
what we bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute to our level of defensiveness, how guarded
and protected we become, and what prejudices we believe.

In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember that it is not only by human effort that
we negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our lives. There is a Divine Effort at work as well.
For sure, the human effort can create quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family
with which we are associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to help us understand that there
is a Divine Story being told as well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of hardship, determination
in the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but wounds, and light where there is darkness.

Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless we do, we will never
be free from the imperfections and wounds that bind us and never be able to understand what it really
means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the “light which comes from the Holy Family encourages us
to offer human warmth to other families.” While this is most certainly true, we can only really begin to
do this when we realize that we are still works in progress, not anchored to the wounds and sins of our
past, and still a leading star in God’s continually unfolding story of love. The Holy Family persevered
and radiated warmth because they knew they were not alone. We can too.
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Readings for the week of Dec 26,2021 Observances for the week of Dec 26, 2021

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/ | Sunday: The Holy Family
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22,

Eﬂ_zzﬂf_%gmz_?” 245, SR Sl A 22k, 2Ty Monday: st. John, Apostle and Evangelist

Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/In Tuesday: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
20:1a, 2-8

Wednesday: St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and
Tuesday: 1In 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7)/ | Martyr
Mt 2:13-18

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 Thursday:
[11a]/Lk 2:22-35

Friday: st. Sylvester I, Pope; New Year's Eve
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10
[11a]/Lk 2:36-40

Saturday: New Year’s Day; Mary, The Holy Moth-
Fr'idax: 1Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/In ] er of God; World Day of Peace
1:1-18

Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord;

Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal | Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops
4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 and Doctors of the Church

Next Sunday: Is60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11,
12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 .




Computers
& Network
Service
& Sales

2300 W. Main Street, Suite A
Marion, IL 62959
PH: 618-997-5050

Thadkll

* Water, sewer and gas
installation and repair

1!

* Fixture repair and installation

* Drain Cleaning

BUDSLICK
COUNSELING
Ergln]cglisd\lllisor H & PSYCHOTHERAPY
SERVICES

215 N Logan St Suite C
West Frankfort, IL 62896
618-937-1499

Individuals, Couples, Groups

DALE BUDSLICK,

UNION
FUNERAL HOME

MICHAEL W. CRABTREE
Director

SPECIALIZING IN
PRE-ARRANGED SERVICES

618-932-3333

Attorneys at Law

James B. Bleyer
Joseph A. Bleyer

= (618) 937-4771

LEVANTILAW LLC

Elder Law * Estate Planning

Probate ¢ Guardianship

Family Law * Criminal Law

618-200-4242

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact John Delahunty
to place an ad today!
jdelahunty@4LPi.com

or (800) 477-4574 x6657

FAX: 618-438-5205 618.985.2021 . M.S., L.C.P.C.
Professional Network Services www.thadelletplumbing.com Edward lﬂ“es ) 213 E. OAK ST.
www.ceillinois.com IL Lic.#058-196114 MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 706 West Main ¢ 457-4890 WEST FRANKFORT, IL 62896
S T O NE TERRY M. GREEN & StateFarm FAMILY
Attorney at Law HeALTHCARE CLINIC
FUNERAL HOME 1209 E. Main Street 2ND FLOOR, FRANKLIN HOSPITAL
Owners - Dave McReynolds & Bob Wilson Suite A 618/439-3161 , EXT. 364
Associates - Jim & Glenda Rotramel West Frankfort Paul M Kosco, Agent Gemilo Resaba’ MD
West Frankfort, IL - 932-2161 e Fankior, I 62608 MEepicaL DIRECTOR
stonefh.com 618-937-3305 U e e 201 Bauey Ln., Benton, IL 62812
£ FRANKLIN COUNTY GAHN’S TREE AND STUMP REMOVAL PARKER‘REEDY
| ANIMAL HOSPITAL Fully Insured FuneraL HomE
Patrick Drone, DVM S U PP O RT 0 U R kS 27 Year§ Experience Pre-Armngemé:’nt Specialist
ofery Solomon, DVM ~ Bucket Truck and Chipper 604 E. Main Street
Sl ADVERTISERS! A5 - - West Frankfort
1 g Paul, Jim and Andy
801 S. Logan St ¢ " B e s o) 932—6500
West Frankfort 618-932-6702 nf““b""" Raymond G. Parker
(618) 937-4838 @ | 218-1029 » 618-201 -3_871 Larry G. Wall
B I- EY E R & Serving Franklin County Since 1911 %_%_ State Bank
* = of
BLEYER e L acys = Whittington
MEMBER FDIC Since 1919

CHRISTOPHER « BENTON
WHITTINGTON » SESSER

Benton
Community
Healthcare

Brian Harrison, M.D.

203 Bailey Ln Ste 1
Benton, IL 62812

Phone (618) 438-5670
Fax (618) 438-5709

AARON M. HopPkiNs

Attorney & Counselor at Law
GENERAL PRACTICE

/

402 E. Main St.
/', West Frankfort, IL

=~ 618-932-3900

Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection

® Burglary

® Fire Safety ® Carbon Mo

AT | pineteed | safeStreets

ADT-Monitored

From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection

noxide

1-855-225-4251

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Welcome Back to Mass

i\

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

St. John the Baptist, West Frankfort, IL

A 4C 01-0441




