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The mission of St. Joseph  

Church is to provide a  

Catholic environment for  

our parish, to embrace  

God’s Word, and to  

answer the call to holiness,  

leading to eternal salvation. 
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SAINT JOSEPH  
March 29, 2020 • Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 



Parish Staff 

Pastor ......................... Rev. Stephen Page 

Deacon……..……….Deacon Mark Comer 

Pastoral Minister ............... Sr. Janet Heiar 

Parish Secretary ............ Becky Townsend 

Business Manager ................ Jennie Bauer 

Director of Faith Formation . Patrice Sheil 

School Principal ................ Sharon Roling 

School Secretary .................. Beth Gravert 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday ............ 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

Telephone & Fax Numbers 

Parish Office ............................. 659-3514 

Parish Fax ................................. 659-2599 

Convent .................................... 659-5327 

School Office ............................ 659-3812 

School Fax ................................ 659-1565 

 

Email Addresses 

Bulletin .............................. sjc@gmtel.net 

Fr Stephen Page ....... sjpastor@gmtel.net 

Deacon Mark Comer….markc@gmtel.net 

Sister Janet Heiar…….sjsister@gmtel.net 

Jennie Bauer .............. …..sjconect@gmtel.net 

Becky Townsend ............... sjc@gmtel.net 

Pat Sheil ..................... sjyouth@gmtel.net 

Sharon Roling..sharon.roling@sj-dwt.org 

Beth Gravert…...beth.gravert@sj-dwt.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

Mondays by 12:00 noon (unless otherwise noted). Items may be 

faxed, called, brought in, or emailed. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

For arrangement, please call the rectory. 

 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Couples please contact the pastor at least 9 to 12 months 

prior to wedding date. 

 

Catholic Radio Station 92.5 FM 

Phone: 563-320-5497 

Relevant Radio Ambassador — Greg Tigges 

5th Sunday of Lent 
 

Even though we say that we believe, 
there is a part of us that doesn’t. 
There are many times in our lives 

when we experience death, whether it be the physical death of 
someone we love, a failed relationship, the loss of a job, or a 
broken dream. As we are going through these death experi-
ences, we can easily find ourselves reaching out to God to make 
it better and fix it! We think that the proper order of life is to 
maintain the things of this world, especially those things that 
are essential to our sense of well-being and security. We do not 
like change. The grieving that comes from our death experi-
ences can keep us stuck and in despair. If we have lost some-
thing or someone of great value, the very meaning and essence 
of life is lost with them. We need gentle companions to lift us 
from despair and that is precisely who God desires to be in our 
life as well. God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been 
closed up in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!” He des-
perately wants to show us the path to hope and the new life 
that is possible after loss and death. But our faith can be weak, 
and we still prefer to cling to the memory of what we had 
rather than the joyful possibilities of tomorrow. We sometimes 
live as if God is not real and that the transformative power of 
His resurrected presence is a story found in the Bible rather 
than a narrative unfolding in our lives. God is the God of sur-
prises, not our demise. God opens new possibilities, begins new 
chapters, creates new verses, and brings us to new heights! We 
spend so much time and energy ruminating over what we left 
behind yesterday that we are far too tired to see what can un-
fold tomorrow. Loving someone new doesn’t negate our past 
loves. Embracing the love of a person, God, or life itself tomor-
row doesn’t diminish the love of yesterday. Each of our loves is 
different, and one cannot be replaced by another. They don’t 
cancel each other out. God truly has tended to every detail of 
our lives, and if we listen to each detail, we find that they all 
lead us back to Him. Jesus wants us to come out of our closed-
up tombs. Are we going to listen this time? 

TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE CONTACT: Iowa Department of 
Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-362-2178 and if it 
involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the 
Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002, or vac@diodav.org 
or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 52722-0004. 



In Your Prayers 

This week, please remember the sick and the infirm, so 

that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 

Bill McGarry, Joyce Marme, Ed Franzen, Katie Moore, Brittney 
Moore, Morgan Nesbit,  Janet Driscoll, Emily Blaga, Julie Howard, 
George Vens,  Mike Thomas, Robert Delost, Michelle Smith, Lori 
Hand, Henry Kruse, Jr., John McGarry, Mark Trimble, Jeanette 
Ilg, Joni Moore, Renegade Richmond, Patricia (Pat) Cahill, Phyllis 
Goodall, Heather Puck Nees, Mary English, Dick Smith, Don 
Ermais, Dick Scheirer,  Therese Green, Pat (Patsy) Cahill, Kirk 
Barber, Janet Burken, Sindy McDonnell, Jon Prudenz, Deb 
Moughler, Kim Steffens, Cathy Morel, Ron Fuglsang, Sally 
Banowetz, Vic Learn, Jim Mote, Ron Stienstra, Ana Hertz, and Al 
Connell 

 

And for the recently deceased, David Bauer, brother of Deb 

Paysen, that he may have eternal happiness in heaven. 

 

“Heavenly Father accept our prayers which  

we offer for them.” 

Dear Friends, 
 In light of the Coronavirus, we want you to know that we are 
taking steps to ensure overall safety and we continue to find 
ways to keep you spiritual fed. 
 The closing of our parish, school, and the cancelation of Mass 
and the many activities that we offer especially during Lent is 
especially heartbreaking since it disrupts our Lenten journey 
toward Holy Week and the Easter Triduum. During times of 
crisis, we seem to lean more heavily on our faith and church; to 
have that taken away when we need it most is a bitter irony. 
 But Catholics are nothing if not persevering. With 2,000 
years of history behind us, we can recall many times and places 
where the followers of Jesus have endured persecution and 
trouble. In today’s crisis, people of faith are already showing 
great resilience. Together, we will get through this, encourag-
ing one another in the faith, helping the most vulnerable, and 
spreading the Gospel through live streaming and recorded 
Masses in new and creative ways. 
 
Recorded Mass Schedule: 
 

Wednesday, April 1  —  9:00 am 
 

Thursday, April 2  — 9:00 am 
 

First Friday, April 3  — 9:00 am 
 

Saturday, April 4  — 4:30 pm 
 

To watch the recorded Masses go to the parish website at  
https://stjoseph-dewitt.weconnect.com then click on the tab 
that says Mass. If you are on Facebook you can go to the St. 
Joseph’s Parish; DeWitt, Iowa page and watch the recorded 
Masses. 
 
Bulletins & Sunday Prayer at Home — By each one of the 
doors of church are bulletins and worship aids of this Sunday’s  
liturgy for anyone to pick up or pick one up for somebody who 
doesn’t have a computer. 
 
Communal Penance that was scheduled for Palm Sunday, 
April 5th has been canceled. 
 
On-Line Giving — During this time that Masses are canceled, 
please know that your tithing is still very important to our Par-
ish. Unfortunately, even though most of the world is shut 
down, bills still continue to come to our mailbox each week. 
Please continue to be as generous as you normally would by 
mailing in your envelope or by giving on-line, if you aren’t al-
ready doing so. Resources for on-live giving can be accessed 
through the Parish website or call the parish office at 659-3514.  
 
Text to Give Reminder: Please remember that you are able to 
make donations to St. Joseph Church and School by texting a 
code to 44321. Text “offertory” if giving as if putting money in 
the basket at Mass. Text “genenvelope” if wanting to give as 
part of your envelope giving. You can also make contributions 
to the school (stjoeschool) the Education Foundation 
(sjedfoundation) the cemetery (sjcemetery) or second collec-
tion (sj2ndcollection). You can also go online to the St Joe’s 
website and simply click on the “Donate” button and follow the 
prompts to make your donation. We are seeing a increase in the 
number of parishioners using these methods of giving. This 
might be especially helpful during this Coronavirus pan-
demic when there is no Mass to attend. If you have any ques-
tions please call the parish office at 659-3514. Thank you for 
your support! 

Mass Intentions for the Week Are Recorded 

Wednesday, April 1 

  Evelyn McCormick† 

Thursday, April 2 

  Kelly Driscoll† 

Friday, April 3 

  Jack Schroeder† 

Saturday, April 4 

  Margaret Trompeter† 



No Mass, No Offertory: Parish, Diocesan,                         

  National Collections take a hit 

Washington — One byproduct of canceled Masses is no 
offertory collection. And a byproduct of no offertory collec-
tion is puncture wounds in the budgets of parishes, dioceses 
and national collections."It's a big hit, and it's gonna hurt," 
said Patrick Markey, executive director of the Diocesan Fis-
cal Management Conference, based in Phoenix. 

Rare is the U.S. diocese that has not canceled public Masses 
in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic. Some announced a 
two-week cancellation in hopes of resuming them for Pas-
sion Sunday. Others, following the Vatican's lead, have 
opted to call off any public celebrations through Easter. Still 
others are in an "until further notice" holding pattern. 

How long a parish can go without receiving revenue from 
parishioners is a still-unanswered question. Dioceses that 
assess parishes a percentage of offertory income also would 
feel the pinch, so help from them for financially hurting par-
ishes is limited, according to Markey. "Rather than the chan-
cery giving them money, the chancery needs the money from 
the parishes to allow it to operate," he said. 

CRS' annual Rice Bowl campaign in U.S. parishes concludes 
in early April. Also due up: the Pontifical Collection for the 
Holy Land, traditionally done on Good Friday — April 10 
this year — and the Catholic Home Missions Appeal, sched-
uled for the weekend Masses of April 25-26. "We've seen in 
other downturns, they've given immediately to help out," 
Markey said, but "if they're not in a church to hear that ap-
peal, they're not going to think about it. It's going to have a 
big impact. I just would urge people to remember the 
church, even though they're not home. Send a check to the 
parish anyway, just as you would if you were in church. All 
those parishes rely on those donations to operate." 

The main reason for the uncertainty is that no one knows for 
just how long life on lockdown may last. "The focus clearly 
for bishops today is on our people," he told Catholic News 
Service. "We are facing a pandemic, and every bishop in this 
country right now is making many, many, many decisions 
about keeping our people safe, our parishioners, our work-
ers, our volunteers." 

Mark Melia, CRS executive vice president of charitable giv-
ing, said in a March 19 statement: "With the situation in flux 
and so much uncertainty, we don't know what the impacts 
on giving could be. However, around the world CRS is help-
ing our church partners to respond to this crisis in creative 
ways. Given the adverse economic implications, donors 
likely too will be facing economic challenges themselves." 

"We're all going to have to pray more," Melia said, "and we 
should all pray the Our Father," with special emphasis on 
the phrase, "Give us this day our daily bread." "We're asking 
God to help us," he added. "Rely on God more than our-
selves." 

 

By Mark Pattison by Catholic News Service 
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Iowa

CatholicMatch.com/IA

710 Sixth Ave., DeWitt 
(563) 659-3657 

Vincent P. Sheridan
info@vpsheridaninsurance.com

563-659-3141  

www.firstcentralsb.bank  

MJ’S EAST

Amoco
Gas and Convenience

206 E 11th Street
 

Locally Owned by Greg & Lorine McNamara

Maggie’s House Assisted Living

107 E. 2nd Street 
DeWitt, IA 

563-659-1678

joconnell@maggieshouse.com 
www.maggieshouse.com

          Funeral Homes 
DeWitt - 563-659-5241   

Grand Mound - 563-847-3271

www.schultzfuneralhomes.com

616 Parkview Dr. 
Eldridge, Iowa  52748 

www.lawlorfamilychiropractic.com

                                                    
Josh Lawlor, D.C.

Certified Public  
Accountants, PC 

Miner, Gilroy
 and Meade

Wendling 
Quarries Inc.

P.O. Box 230 

DeWitt, IA 

(563) 659-9181

VISION 
 CENTER

of DeWitt, P.C.

Mark A. Benson, O.D.

 800 6th Ave.  563-659-3999 
 DeWitt, IA 52742  1-888-562-2020

Grand Mound, IA                      Member FDIC 
(563) 847-2500 www.firsttrustsavings.com

 
563▲212▲9597 

▲Siding/Windows  ▲Roofing  ▲Gutter cap 

Licensed/Insured/Bonded

ConnorConstruction1@hotmail.com

Aroma & HealthAroma & Health  
Custom Massage & Aroma Therapy  

515 8th St (Inside Good Health Massage)

Jenifer Rebik, Owner/LMT Owner/LMT 
(563) 650-5511

Book online through Facebook, Search @LMTAH 
Young Living Products, www.myyl.com/Jeni738

DeWitt Memorial

Preplanning makes 
 sense...we can help!

524 - 6th Ave. 
DeWitt, Iowa

(563) 659-3822

JOE BURKE

CONSTRUCTION

HOME IMPROVEMENT

De Witt • 659-8361

LAW OFFICE OF 
CONDON & CONDON  

610 Ninth Street 

DeWitt 

659-3294

 

 
Insulation, Industrial, Commercial, Residential,

Fabrication, Distributor, Asbestos & Lead Abatement.

Phone: (563) 391-8100 • Fax: (563) 391-8200 
Toll Free: (866) 480-8100 

3205 West 76th street • Davenport, Ia 52806

Buzzy’s
n Open 6 Days  

n Home of Taco Tuesday 

n Lunches n Reception Hall

Ph: 659-5946, Welton

DeWitt 
563-659-5006 

www.HANSENMONUMENTS.com

 

1021 9th Ave., DeWitt - 563-659-5015

Auto - Home - Flood - Umbrella- Commercial  
 Life - Health - Medicare Supplements - RX Plans 

       Agents    Bookkeeping Agents 

Leisha Goettsch Barb Dierickx Cindy Hughes 

Brenda K. Kay                                 Mary Kay McManus

 
 

203 21st St. 
Camanche

563-242-3692 
Dave Michels  

Owner

www.gatewaydoor.com 
gatedoorco@yahoo.com

PLOOG  
PLUMBING

Well & 
 Pump Service

McCausland, IA  563-225-2436

Open 7 Days a Week
5:30 AM - 3:00 PM

209 E. Le Claire Rd • Eldridge, IA
563-223-9537

THOMAS E. SHIE
Attorney at Law

Wills, Trusts, Real Estate

601 Brady Street, Suite 220 
Davenport, Iowa 52803

info@shielaw.com       324-8244

100 6th Avenue, DeWitt
563.659.1948

snapfitness.com/dewittia

201 E. Franklin Street 
Eldridge, IA 52748 

563-285-4900

Independent and  
Assisted Living,  
Memory Care  

and Townhomes.

Call Now 
Limited Units Available

“Every Life Tells a Story. 
Let Us Help Share Yours.”

Est. 1889
Davenport

563-322-4438
Serving Your Community With  

Visitation at Your Local Church

www.hmdfuneralhome.com

Buy a Blizzard at regular price
& get 2nd Blizzard
(of equal or less price)

for 1/2 OFF! 
Expires 6/1/2020DEWITT, IA

Stop In Today!

    $5 OFF$5 OFF 
a 16 pc.  
chicken  

family meal!
Expires 6/1/2020

stop in 
today!

DeWitt, IA
STOP IN TODAY!

Buy a 6 inch sub, get another 6 inch sub at half off 
with the purchase of a 30 oz. fountain drink!  

Expires 6/01/2020

• Skid Steer • Backhoe 
• Ag & General Repair 

• Welding & Fabrication
CALL Mike Kinney:  

563-210-6313 

2510 255th St. • DeWitt

METAL WORKS 
& REPAIRMJKMJK

tmiservices.net 
(563) 355-8686

SAVE 10% with this ad!

Call or Contact: 
      

 

JOIN THE  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS!

knights 
of columbus

• Catholic 

• Fraternal 

• Service

Don Fuglsang  
 (563) 940-9654 

Jerry Thul  
(563) 221-1048

Joe Shadle 
 (563) 241-8160 


