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SAINT JOSEPH  

April 5, 2020 • Palm Sunday 

 



Parish Staff 

Pastor ......................... Rev. Stephen Page 

Deacon……..……….Deacon Mark Comer 

Pastoral Minister ............... Sr. Janet Heiar 

Parish Secretary ............ Becky Townsend 

Business Manager ................ Jennie Bauer 

Director of Faith Formation . Patrice Sheil 

School Principal ................ Sharon Roling 

School Secretary .................. Beth Gravert 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday ............ 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

Telephone & Fax Numbers 

Parish Office ............................. 659-3514 

Parish Fax ................................. 659-2599 

Convent .................................... 659-5327 

School Office ............................ 659-3812 

School Fax ................................ 659-1565 

 

Email Addresses 

Bulletin .............................. sjc@gmtel.net 

Fr Stephen Page ....... sjpastor@gmtel.net 

Deacon Mark Comer….markc@gmtel.net 

Sister Janet Heiar…….sjsister@gmtel.net 

Jennie Bauer .............. …..sjconect@gmtel.net 

Becky Townsend ............... sjc@gmtel.net 

Pat Sheil ..................... sjyouth@gmtel.net 

Sharon Roling..sharon.roling@sj-dwt.org 

Beth Gravert…...beth.gravert@sj-dwt.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

Mondays by 12:00 noon (unless otherwise noted). Items may be 

faxed, called, brought in, or emailed. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

For arrangement, please call the rectory. 

 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Couples please contact the pastor at least 9 to 12 months 

prior to wedding date. 

 

Catholic Radio Station 92.5 FM 

Phone: 563-320-5497 

Relevant Radio Ambassador — Greg Tigges 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Human beings are united in their suffer-

ing. When we find ourselves in a painful 

moment, our first reaction is “why me?” as 

if we are the only person on earth who 

ever encountered this challenge. Going 

through life with a “why me” attitude only finds us wallowing 

in the mire of self-pity and never seizing opportunities or 

graces. We walk in solidarity with every human being in the 

experience of suffering. Believing that the goal of life is the 

elimination or avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion that 

keeps us entrenched in a collective myth. This myth distorts us 

and limits us. There are living witnesses among us showing 

how courage and determination can overcome any degree of 

hardship, pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of 

their lives suddenly torn asunder are faced with options: op-

portunity or despair, stay or leave. Jesus stands before us as the 

prime example of endurance and perseverance. He is the One 

who showed humility through both the triumphs of life (by 

learning to be humble) and the tragedies and injustices (by 

learning how to be obedient). To secular ears, this may be per-

ceived as nonsense. But to those with the eyes of faith, they are 

pearls of great price. True humility tempers the temptation we 

have to become complacent and prevents an excessive relishing 

of life’s successes and affirmations. Learning obedience keeps 

us faithful to our relationship with God so that we can find the 

courage to endure any depth of hardship, disappointment, be-

trayal, or agony. While we may want our cup of suffering to be 

taken away, it simply cannot be. Somehow and somewhere in 

the seemingly opposing experiences life can deal us, God is 

present with His reassuring, compassionate, empowering, and 

persevering love. To be true to who we are and who God is, we 

must take up the cross of suffering, even when it’s the hardest 

and most apparently senseless thing to do. Only our soul can 

understand these things, but our minds cannot, so they con-

tinue to run to secular ideas and solutions to pain and hard-

ship. It goes without saying that we need to do all we can to 

eliminate as much senseless, unjust suffering as possible. Hun-

ger, violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, prejudice, home-

lessness, disrespect for life, and a whole host of other sins all 

result in suffering that is within our control. Then, when we 

face the uncontrollable kind of suffering or find ourselves the 

victim of injustice, what do we do? 

 

Who Can You Help By Donating Blood? 

Every day, blood donors help patients of all 

ages: accident and burn victims, heart sur-

gery and organ transplant patients, and those 

battling cancer. In fact, every two seconds, 

someone in the U.S. needs blood. St Joseph 

Parish will have a Blood Drive on Thursday, 

April 16 from 2:00pm to 6:00pm in Harness Hall. To make an 

appointment contact Mary Goodall at 563-340-0394 or 

mmacres2293@gmail.com 

 

CARETAKER FOR ST JOSEPH CEMETERY NEEDED: If 

you are interested in mowing, weed eating, and general mainte-

nance of the cemetery please call Jim Hand at 563-357-4287. It 

would take 25 hours per week from May through October. 

 

THE WORD AMONG US Easter magazine has arrived and is 

available in containers by the church doors for $1.00 a piece. 

There are also free samples of the April edition of  Give Us This 

Day if you would like to pick up this magazine. 

TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE CONTACT: Iowa Department of 

Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-362-2178 and if it 

involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the 

Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002, or vac@diodav.org 

or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 52722-0004. 



In Your Prayers 

This week, please remember the sick and the infirm, so 

that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 

Bill McGarry, Joyce Marme, Ed Franzen, Katie Moore, Brittney 

Moore, Morgan Nesbit,  Janet Driscoll, Emily Blaga, Julie Howard, 

George Vens,  Mike Thomas, Robert Delost, Michelle Smith, Lori 

Hand, Henry Kruse, Jr., John McGarry, Mark Trimble, Jeanette 

Ilg, Joni Moore, Renegade Richmond, Patricia (Pat) Cahill, Phyllis 

Goodall, Heather Puck Nees, Mary English, Dick Smith, Don 

Ermais, Dick Scheirer,  Therese Green, Pat (Patsy) Cahill, Kirk 

Barber, Janet Burken, Sindy McDonnell, Jon Prudenz, Deb 

Moughler, Kim Steffens, Cathy Morel, Ron Fuglsang, Sally 

Banowetz, Vic Learn, Jim Mote, Ron Stienstra, Ana Hertz, and Al 

Connell 

 

“Heavenly Father accept our prayers which  

we offer for them.” 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF AN EVERYDAY STEW-

ARDSHIP FOR LENT – Accountable: Easter is only a week 

away, and churches everywhere in are beginning the holiest of 

weeks. For a moment, even the secular world will bow to reli-

gious observances: closings on Good Friday, Easter baskets 

filled with treats, and television specials featuring Biblical fig-

ures. You and I will be reflecting on the meaning of Lent and 

how we have died and risen with Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Either 

we have prepared well for this Holy Week observance, or we 

are left lamenting that maybe next year will be when we get 

back on track. The question before us is: “To whom are we ac-

countable?” Did our Lenten observance only have to do with 

us? Does it matter to anyone if we really took this time seri-

ously or not? Both faith and community are gifts from God to 

us. The Church exists so we may live out that faith and respond 

to God’s call, being strengthened by the grace imparted 

through the sacraments and the community in which we find 

ourselves. If we are accountable to no one, then the community 

is simply an option on a Sunday morning, much like golf or 

household chores. If we are not accountable to God, then our 

faith is simply something we look to periodically when we are 

sad or frightened. However, if we are accountable to each other 

and to Jesus Christ, then we must answer for our stewardship 

gifts of faith and community. The Body of Christ is counting on 

us. Without a strong sense of accountability, we think our ac-

tions only affect us. In the end, we are connected to each other 

through Christ in such a manner that no one ever stands alone.  

 

PALMS: If you would like to pick up palms they are located by 

the outside doors of church. They have not been blessed. If you 

would like to braid them into crosses there instructions in the 

containers by the church doors.  

 

BULLETINS & PRAYING HOLY WEEK & THE Triduum 

at Home — By each one of the doors of church are bulletins 

and worship aids for Holy Week liturgy for anyone to pick up 

or pick one up for somebody who doesn’t have a computer. 

 

THE CHRISM MASS with BISHOP ZINKULA will be live 

streamed on Monday, April 6th from� the Chancery at 10:00am. 

In past years the Chrism Mass was the largest annual gathering 

of clergy and faithful in the diocese, but this year no more than 

10 clergy will participate in person. To watch livestream go to 

https://www.youtube.com/user/dioceseofdavenport 

 

CRS—RICE BOWL: During Lent our parish participates in 

CRS Rice Bowl, a faith-in-action program that invites us to 

reflect on the challenges of global hunger—and our responsibil-

ity to respond to the needs of our global human family. The 

Rice Bowl itself is a reminder that we participate in this chal-

lenge because so many of our brothers and sisters lack the food 

and medicine to survive. Even in the developed world, where a 

person is sick, they need medical care. Make a Rice Bowl offer-

ing that reflects your gratitude for access to medical care. 

 

THE PARISH OFFICE will be closed on Holy Thursday and 

Good Friday this week. Happy Easter! 

 

“Like” and follow St. Joseph 

Church on Facebook by going 

to St. Joseph’s Parish; 

DeWitt,  Iowa.  Watch 

livestreaming of the liturgies 

during Holy Week. 

Pandemic-Influenced Plan for Holy Week 

 

With public gatherings, including Masses, 

banned in our Diocese, our state, and our 

country, below is a Holy Week schedule that will 

be live streamed on Facebook, or listen to 

Catholic radio station 92.5 FM, and the liturgies 

will be uploaded to the parish website by going 

to https://stjoseph-dewitt.weconnect.com 

 

 

Saturday Passion of the Lord Vigil, April 4  

 4:30 pm  Livestreaming Mass 

 

Palm Sunday, April 5 

   No Communal Penance 

  

Monday, April 6 

 10:00 am  Livestreaming Chrism Mass 

 

Tuesday, April 7 

  

Wednesday, April 8 

 

Holy Thursday, April 9 

   Parish Office Closed 

 4:30 pm  Livestreaming Mass of the Lord’s  

   Supper 

 

Good Friday, April 10 

   Parish Office Closed 

 3:00 pm  Livestreaming Passion of the Lord 

 

Holy Saturday, April 11 

 4:30 pm  Livestreaming Easter Liturgy 

 

Easter Sunday, April 12 



Mass Intentions for the Week 

Holy Thursday, April 9 

  Peter Farren† 

Holy Saturday,  April 11   

   Fred Schlotfeldt†  

Readings for the week of April 5, 2020 

Sunday:   Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 

  23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 

  27:11-54   

Monday:  Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11

  

Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 

  [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 

Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 

  [14c]/Mt 26:14-25 

Thursday: Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-

  14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 

  10:16]/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 

Friday:  Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 

  [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—

  19:42 

Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-

  6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 

  12-13, 20-22 [5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 

  10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15—

  15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/

  Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is 

  12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 

  19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/

  Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 

  5-6 [3] or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/

  Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 28:1-10 

Next Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

  [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or 

  Mt 28:1-10 

Observances for the week of April 5, 2020 

Sunday:  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Monday:  

Tuesday:   

Wednesday:  

Thursday: Holy Thursday 

Friday:  Good Friday 

Saturday: Holy Saturday 

Next Sunday: Easter Sunday 
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We are a Eucharistic people – a Eucharistic Church. The 

Eucharist, the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, is 

the center of our faith and, by extension, our lives. What, 

then, are we to do, to feel, in the current crisis in which ac-

cess to the Body and Blood of Christ is limited? 

 

The most important thing that we must do is pray – pray for 

the mercy of God, for His healing, for His strength in these 

times. We must also consider what it means to be a Eucha-

ristic people, because this manner of defining ourselves is 

not limited to being a people who receives the Eucharist at 

Mass.  It is the fuller reality which should be focused on in 

these times of crisis. For many centuries the People of God 

did not receive the Eucharist, were not even offered it, but 

twice a year, and yet, we were still a Eucharistic people. 

Thanks to the leadership of Pope St. Pius X, who asked that 

the Eucharistic Lord be offered to the laity at every Mass in 

his 1910 encyclical, Quam singulari, Catholics around the 

world gained greater access to this beloved gift of the 

Church. Never would the Church want to return to the days 

in which the people did not receive the Eucharist frequently.  

 

In the present crisis something has been taken from us – 

direct access to the Eucharist in the Body and Blood of 

Christ. However, we can still offer ourselves to the Father 

with Christ, as St. Paul says: “I appeal to you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may 

prove what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 

and perfect” (Romans 12:1-2). In all that we do, especially in 

times of crisis and suffering, we must present ourselves as 

“living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God.” This is the 

fullness of the meaning of being a Eucharistic people. We 

live a sacrificial life, giving ourselves to others as Christ did 

for us on the Cross.  

 

Now, this does not alleviate the true pain that we feel in the 

present moment when access to the Mass and the Precious 

Body and Blood of Christ is limited. But it should allow us to 

join more fully in the Eucharistic reality at the heart of the 

Church. We can continue to offer ourselves for our families, 

for those who are suffering. We pray for those affected by 

this terrible epidemic and for its conclusion. We follow the 

liturgies of the Church and the liturgical year as best we can 

– reading the daily readings and meditating on them, medi-

tating on our rich Eucharistic prayers, watching televised or 

streamed masses. We make a spiritual communion. The Church 

has taught through the centuries that when a person is not 

able to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus in the Mass, we 

can still unite ourselves to Him in prayer. It is a beautiful 

way to express our desire for union with Him and with his 

Church. This act of spiritual communion was encouraged by 

many of the great saints of our past – Padre Pio, Alphonsus 

Liguori, and Josemaria Escriva, to name a few, the latter who 

said, “What a source of grace there is in spiritual commun-

ion! Practice it frequently and you’ll have greater presence of 

God and closer union with him in all your actions.”  �
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• Ag & General Repair 

• Welding & Fabrication
CALL Mike Kinney:  

563-210-6313 

2510 255th St. • DeWitt

METAL WORKS 
& REPAIRMJKMJK

tmiservices.net 
(563) 355-8686

SAVE 10% with this ad!

Call or Contact: 
      

 

JOIN THE  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS!

knights 
of columbus

• Catholic 

• Fraternal 

• Service

Don Fuglsang  
 (563) 940-9654 

Jerry Thul  
(563) 221-1048

Joe Shadle 
 (563) 241-8160 


