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The mission of St. Joseph  

Church is to provide a  

Catholic environment for  

our parish, to embrace  

God’s Word, and to  

answer the call to holiness,  

leading to eternal salvation. 
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SAINT JOSEPH  

May 24, 2020 • The Ascension of the Lord 

 



Parish Staff 

Pastor ......................... Rev. Stephen Page 

Deacon……..……….Deacon Mark Comer 

Pastoral Minister ............... Sr. Janet Heiar 

Parish Secretary ............ Becky Townsend 

Business Manager ................ Jennie Bauer 

Director of Faith Formation . Patrice Sheil 

School Principal ................ Sharon Roling 

School Secretary .................. Beth Gravert 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday ............ 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

Telephone & Fax Numbers 

Parish Office ............................. 659-3514 

Parish Fax ................................. 659-2599 

Convent .................................... 659-5327 

School Office ............................ 659-3812 

School Fax ................................ 659-1565 

 

Email Addresses 

Bulletin .............................. sjc@gmtel.net 

Fr Stephen Page ....... sjpastor@gmtel.net 

Deacon Mark Comer….markc@gmtel.net 

Sister Janet Heiar…….sjsister@gmtel.net 

Jennie Bauer .............. …..sjconect@gmtel.net 

Becky Townsend ............... sjc@gmtel.net 

Pat Sheil ..................... sjyouth@gmtel.net 

Sharon Roling..sharon.roling@sj-dwt.org 

Beth Gravert…...beth.gravert@sj-dwt.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

Mondays by 12:00 noon (unless otherwise noted). Items may be 

faxed, called, brought in, or emailed. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

For arrangement, please call the rectory. 

 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Couples please contact the pastor at least 9 to 12 months 

prior to wedding date. 

 

Catholic Radio Station 92.5 FM 

Phone: 563-320-5497 

Relevant Radio Ambassador — Greg Tigges 

The Ascension of the Lord 

 

A pair of ducks found their way to the 

same little corner of the property year 

after year. Sheltered by a little grove 

of trees, they quickly made their 

preparations to build a nest, lay eggs, 

and welcome in a new family. Then 

one year, only one of the ducks came 

to that little corner. She went about the business of building a 

nest, but this time, she was clearly unsettled. She would wan-

der around, sometimes seemingly without purpose, almost 

hoping perhaps that her mate might come along. But, she re-

mained alone. There were many times when we could hear her 

“crying”, mourning her loneliness and lack of purpose, sitting 

on a batch of eggs that would never hatch. One day, she quietly 

left that little corner never to return again. 

 

Many human beings approach life this way. We silently grieve 

our loneliness, lack of direction, and sense of purpose. Maybe 

life once had meaning for us, but nothing seems to claim us and 

settle our restlessness any longer. We wander around looking 

and hoping for someone or something to come our way. We 

may even sob at times, wailing as we sit with the misery of our 

pain. Will happiness ever come our way again? Or will we sim-

ply leave where we are never to return again? Many are lost, 

wandering souls who are not quite sure where to settle or 

where to make a home. 

 

We are meant to be in Christ. This glorious feast of the Ascen-

sion shows us, with clear vision, who Jesus really is! Under-

standing ourselves in Christ really changes things up and reori-

ents us to our greater purpose, mission, and meaning. We are 

part of the cosmic wonder of creation and part of a bigger plan 

and mystery, destined to be much more than what we now 

know ourselves to be. Could Jesus’ friends know who he would 

become? If we can find the Christ present within and see the 

Christ bursting forth in all creation and beyond, then we can 

come to know our truth and understand where our home and 

life is meant to be. 

 

Advancing upon the blessing of each new day with the certain 

knowledge that you are an unconditionally loved child of God 

gives you the axis and the safe harbor to cope with whatever 

comes your way. The gift of joy will be yours, and you can dis-

cover your true meaning and purpose. Look within, look with-

out, look above, and look below. You are not alone. Trust that 

God will lead you where you need to be and transform you into 

who you really are. 

 

WELCOME NEW PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS! Con-

gratulations to James Kramer, Christine Gilroy, and Adam 

Gravert whose names were drawn to be on Parish Council. 

Many thanks to Joe Shadle, Roxanne Oerman, and Don Fugl-

sang whose term is done. We appreciate your dedicated service 

to our parish. 

 

The parish office will be closed on Mon-

day, May 25th for the Memorial Day 

holiday. It will reopen on Tuesday, May 

26th at 8:00am. Just a reminder summer 

hours for the parish office are Monday 

through Thursday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

and Friday 8:00am to noon. 

TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE CONTACT: Iowa Department of 

Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-362-2178 and if it 

involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the 

Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002, or vac@diodav.org 

or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 52722-0004. 



In Your Prayers 

This week, please remember the sick and the infirm, so 

that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 

Bill McGarry, Joyce Marme, Ed Franzen, Katie Moore, Brittney 

Moore, Morgan Nesbit,  Janet Driscoll, Emily Blaga, Julie Howard, 

George Vens,  Mike Thomas, Robert Delost, Michelle Smith, Lori 

Hand, Henry Kruse, Jr., John McGarry, Mark Trimble, Jeanette 

Ilg, Joni Moore, Renegade Richmond, Patricia (Pat) Cahill, Phyllis 

Goodall, Heather Puck Nees, Mary English, Dick Smith, Don 

Ermais, Dick Scheirer, Therese Green, Pat (Patsy) Cahill, Kirk 

Barber, Sindy McDonnell, Jon Prudenz, Deb Moughler, Kim 

Steffens, Cathy Morel, Ron Fuglsang, Sally Banowetz, Vic Learn, 

Jim Mote, Ron Stienstra, Ana Hertz, Al Connell, Garry Trimble 

 

And for the recently deceased, Virginia Carstensen, mother 

of Joel; and Sister Theresa Ann Spitz; that they may have 

eternal happiness in heaven. 

 

“Heavenly Father accept our prayers which  

we offer for them.” 

Sister Theresa Ann Spitz 

June 15, 1930—May 16, 2020 

Last weekend we learned of the passing of Sister Theresa Ann 

Spitz. She came to teach at St Joseph School in 1980 where she 

taught math, science and religion classes to middle school stu-

dents. In 1995 she started transitioning into pastoral ministry 

on a part time basis until it became her full-time ministry. One 

of Sister’s passions was being involved with CEW (Christian 

Experience Weekend). She loved being the assistant spiritual 

director for the women’s and men’s team and was so good at 

leading others to God’s mercy and love. She gave the best ex-

planation on how you should pray the Lord’s prayer. When you 

stand in a circle and hold the person’s hand next to you don’t 

look down as you pray but go around the circle and look into 

each person’s eyes. There you will see Jesus and your heart will 

be full of love for each other. Definitely a life that was fully 

lived. Well done, good and faithful servant! Sister Theresa Ann 

was a vowed member of the Sisters of Mercy for 71 years. Me-

morials may be sent to the Sisters of Mercy at 1125 Prairie Drive 

NE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402. 

Public gatherings, including Mass, are still  banned 

in our Diocese. Below is a Mass schedule that will be 

live streamed on Facebook.  For Mass on Saturday 

go to Karen Roode’s Facebook page, or listen to 

Catholic radio station 92.5 FM. Each Saturday after 

the 4:30 pm Mass is over it will be uploaded to the 

parish website. You can watch each Mass by going 

to https://stjosephdewitt.weconnect.com  and 

clicking on the Mass tab. Mass on Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday will be live streamed by going 

to the St. Joseph Church; DeWitt, Iowa Facebook 

page. 

 

Weekly Schedule 

 

Saturday, May 23 

 4:30 pm Livestream Mass 

 

Sunday, May 24, Ascension 

 

Monday, May 25, Memorial Day 

Happy Birthday Pat Sheil! 

  Parish Office Closed 

  

Tuesday, May 26 

 

Wednesday, May 27 

 9:00 am  Livestream Mass 

 

Thursday, May 28 

 9:00 am  Livestream Mass 

 

Friday, May 29 

 9:00 am  Livestream Mass 

 

Saturday, May 30 

 4:30 pm  Livestream Mass 

 

Sunday, May 31, Pentecost 

Please pray for those who have gone 

before us since last Memorial Day. 

Roger Galloway 

Steve Niemann 

Joe McGuire 

Robert Rosenberger 

Ann Niemann 

Porky Burmeister 

Karen Hovey 

LeRoy Wagener 

Bill Bauer 

Gail Hess 

Margaret Trompeter 

Jack Schroeder 

Craig Crowley 

Harold Hand 

Anne Wampfler 

Janet Burken 

Virginia Carstensen 

It’s more important than ever for us to come together to laugh, 

share fellowship, and be entertained. Join dozens of national 

Catholic performers and artists for a series of musical and comedy 

shorts, aimed to lift your spirits and make you smile. Hosted by 

Doug and Dave, the series will feature numerous talented and 

generous performers from across the country, including . . . . Mike 

Patin, Steve Angrisano, Jesse Manibusen. Stream on Facebook 

LIVE, Facebook.com/NFCYM at 7:00pm on Thursday, May 28th. 



Mass Intentions for the Week 

Wednesday, May 27 

 9:00 am Catholic Radio 

Thursday, May 28 

 9:00 am Darlene Burke† 

Friday, May 29 

 9:00 am Ruth Hlubeck† 

Saturday, May 30 

 4:30 pm Joe & Madonna McCloy† 

Our Shared Suffering Connects Us 

By Deacon Mark Comer 

 

A social worker friend of mine reflected recently that after 

only the first week of the quarantine her eyes had been 

opened to how cancer patients must feel all the time. Many 

who receive a cancer diagnosis are caught by surprise when 

they face this life-changing news. Many factors determine 

how each cancer sufferer’s life will change, but many of the 

changes are like our current pandemic response. 

Most of us are experiencing a similar loss of normalcy, hav-

ing church liturgy and activities, entertainment, favorite 

restaurants, holiday celebrations, family visits, weddings 

and vacations taken away from us by something we can’t see 

and can’t rationalize. Lonely are those who are homebound, 

in nursing homes and hospitals, and disappointed are the 

grandparents separated from their children and grandchil-

dren. Many are frustrated by economic traumas causing loss 

of income, loss of employment and delayed plans for retire-

ment, along with the fear of becoming infected with the vi-

rus. Cancer sufferers and their caregivers know these pains 

far too well. 

 

Looking out the window of a patient’s room, the spouse of a 

cancer patient who would die within a month thought aloud 

in my presence, “See all of those people walking down there? 

They don’t know anything of what we’re suffering. We used 

to be like them.” 

I recently listened on the phone to the tearful outpouring of 

emotion from the spouse of a cancer sufferer who lamented 

the self-imposed quarantine that they have lived, for more 

than a year, away from their neighbors and family. The 

spouse grieved audibly over the pain the other spouse hides 

while cooing to the infant grandson on FaceTime, never hav-

ing been able to hold that baby in person because of the ill-

ness. Meanwhile, friends grumble on social media over the 

inconvenience of staying at home for a handful of weeks. 

 

Pope Francis’ “Joy of the Gospel,” the inspiration for our 

diocesan Vision 2020 initiative, teaches us the importance of 

exercising our ability to empathize with others in order to 

be attractive models of our faith. Succumbing to fear and 

anxiety would direct our focus inward and separates us. 

“Almost without being aware of it,” the pope writes, “we 

(can) end up being incapable of feeling compassion at the 

outcry of the poor, weeping for other people’s pain, and feel-

ing the need to help them, as though all this were someone 

else’s responsibility and not our own.”  (54) 

Sensing our shared suffering connects us, even as we are 

socially distant. We recognize in our present shared quaran-

tine the opportunity to empathize with all who live in forced 

quarantine-like conditions, some for their whole lives. Em-

pathy helps us to feel less alone in our temporary isolation 

and less afraid.  This quarantine will pass; there are better 

days ahead. We can become better models of our faith by 

considering others and recognizing the similarity in our 

struggles, exercising our ability to empathize, and learning 

to compassionately meet the needs of others. 

 

(Deacon Mark Comer is a member of our parish and Hema-

tology and Oncology Chaplain for University of Iowa Health 

Care.) 



Mass Intentions for the Week 

Wednesday, May 27 

 9:00 am Catholic Radio 

Thursday, May 28 

 9:00 am Darlene Burke† 

Friday, May 29 

 9:00 am Ruth Hlubeck† 

Saturday, May 30 

 4:30 pm Joe & Madonna McCloy† 

Our Shared Suffering Connects Us 

By Deacon Mark Comer 

 

A social worker friend of mine reflected recently that after 

only the first week of the quarantine her eyes had been 

opened to how cancer patients must feel all the time. Many 

who receive a cancer diagnosis are caught by surprise when 

they face this life-changing news. Many factors determine 

how each cancer sufferer’s life will change, but many of the 

changes are like our current pandemic response. 

Most of us are experiencing a similar loss of normalcy, hav-

ing church liturgy and activities, entertainment, favorite 

restaurants, holiday celebrations, family visits, weddings 

and vacations taken away from us by something we can’t see 

and can’t rationalize. Lonely are those who are homebound, 

in nursing homes and hospitals, and disappointed are the 

grandparents separated from their children and grandchil-

dren. Many are frustrated by economic traumas causing loss 

of income, loss of employment and delayed plans for retire-

ment, along with the fear of becoming infected with the vi-

rus. Cancer sufferers and their caregivers know these pains 

far too well. 

 

Looking out the window of a patient’s room, the spouse of a 

cancer patient who would die within a month thought aloud 

in my presence, “See all of those people walking down there? 

They don’t know anything of what we’re suffering. We used 

to be like them.” 

I recently listened on the phone to the tearful outpouring of 

emotion from the spouse of a cancer sufferer who lamented 

the self-imposed quarantine that they have lived, for more 

than a year, away from their neighbors and family. The 

spouse grieved audibly over the pain the other spouse hides 

while cooing to the infant grandson on FaceTime, never hav-

ing been able to hold that baby in person because of the ill-

ness. Meanwhile, friends grumble on social media over the 

inconvenience of staying at home for a handful of weeks. 

 

Pope Francis’ “Joy of the Gospel,” the inspiration for our 

diocesan Vision 2020 initiative, teaches us the importance of 

exercising our ability to empathize with others in order to 

be attractive models of our faith. Succumbing to fear and 

anxiety would direct our focus inward and separates us. 

“Almost without being aware of it,” the pope writes, “we 

(can) end up being incapable of feeling compassion at the 

outcry of the poor, weeping for other people’s pain, and feel-

ing the need to help them, as though all this were someone 

else’s responsibility and not our own.”  (54) 

Sensing our shared suffering connects us, even as we are 

socially distant. We recognize in our present shared quaran-

tine the opportunity to empathize with all who live in forced 

quarantine-like conditions, some for their whole lives. Em-

pathy helps us to feel less alone in our temporary isolation 

and less afraid.  This quarantine will pass; there are better 

days ahead. We can become better models of our faith by 

considering others and recognizing the similarity in our 

struggles, exercising our ability to empathize, and learning 

to compassionately meet the needs of others. 

 

(Deacon Mark Comer is a member of our parish and Hema-

tology and Oncology Chaplain for University of Iowa Health 

Care.) 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Joseph, DeWitt, IA A 4C 01-0482

Iowa

CatholicMatch.com/IA

710 Sixth Ave., DeWitt 
(563) 659-3657 

Vincent P. Sheridan
info@vpsheridaninsurance.com

563-659-3141  

www.firstcentralsb.bank  

MJ’S EAST

Amoco
Gas and Convenience

206 E 11th Street
 

Locally Owned by Greg & Lorine McNamara

Maggie’s House Assisted Living

107 E. 2nd Street 
DeWitt, IA 

563-659-1678

joconnell@maggieshouse.com 
www.maggieshouse.com

          Funeral Homes 
DeWitt - 563-659-5241   

Grand Mound - 563-847-3271

www.schultzfuneralhomes.com

616 Parkview Dr. 
Eldridge, Iowa  52748 

www.lawlorfamilychiropractic.com

                                                    
Josh Lawlor, D.C.

Certified Public  
Accountants, PC 

Miner, Gilroy
 and Meade

Wendling 
Quarries Inc.

P.O. Box 230 

DeWitt, IA 

(563) 659-9181

VISION 
 CENTER

of DeWitt, P.C.

Mark A. Benson, O.D.

 800 6th Ave.  563-659-3999 
 DeWitt, IA 52742  1-888-562-2020

Grand Mound, IA                      Member FDIC 
(563) 847-2500 www.firsttrustsavings.com

 
563▲212▲9597 

▲Siding/Windows  ▲Roofing  ▲Gutter cap 

Licensed/Insured/Bonded

ConnorConstruction1@hotmail.com

Aroma & HealthAroma & Health  
Custom Massage & Aroma Therapy  

515 8th St (Inside Good Health Massage)

Jenifer Rebik, Owner/LMT Owner/LMT 
(563) 650-5511

Book online through Facebook, Search @LMTAH 
Young Living Products, www.myyl.com/Jeni738

DeWitt Memorial

Preplanning makes 
 sense...we can help!

524 - 6th Ave. 
DeWitt, Iowa

(563) 659-3822

JOE BURKE

CONSTRUCTION

HOME IMPROVEMENT

De Witt • 659-8361

LAW OFFICE OF 
CONDON & CONDON  

610 Ninth Street 

DeWitt 

659-3294

 

 
Insulation, Industrial, Commercial, Residential,

Fabrication, Distributor, Asbestos & Lead Abatement.

Phone: (563) 391-8100 • Fax: (563) 391-8200 
Toll Free: (866) 480-8100 

3205 West 76th street • Davenport, Ia 52806

Buzzy’s
n Open 6 Days  

n Home of Taco Tuesday 

n Lunches n Reception Hall

Ph: 659-5946, Welton

DeWitt 
563-659-5006 

www.HANSENMONUMENTS.com

 

1021 9th Ave., DeWitt - 563-659-5015

Auto - Home - Flood - Umbrella- Commercial  
 Life - Health - Medicare Supplements - RX Plans 

       Agents    Bookkeeping Agents 

Leisha Goettsch Barb Dierickx Cindy Hughes 

Brenda K. Kay                                 Mary Kay McManus

 
 

203 21st St. 
Camanche

563-242-3692 
Dave Michels  

Owner

www.gatewaydoor.com 
gatedoorco@yahoo.com

PLOOG  
PLUMBING

Well & 
 Pump Service

McCausland, IA  563-225-2436

Open 7 Days a Week
5:30 AM - 3:00 PM

209 E. Le Claire Rd • Eldridge, IA
563-223-9537

THOMAS E. SHIE
Attorney at Law

Wills, Trusts, Real Estate

601 Brady Street, Suite 220 
Davenport, Iowa 52803

info@shielaw.com       324-8244

100 6th Avenue, DeWitt
563.659.1948

snapfitness.com/dewittia

201 E. Franklin Street 
Eldridge, IA 52748 

563-285-4900

Independent and  
Assisted Living,  
Memory Care  

and Townhomes.

Call Now 
Limited Units Available

“Every Life Tells a Story. 
Let Us Help Share Yours.”

Est. 1889
Davenport

563-322-4438
Serving Your Community With  

Visitation at Your Local Church

www.hmdfuneralhome.com

Buy a Blizzard at regular price
& get 2nd Blizzard
(of equal or less price)

for 1/2 OFF! 
Expires 6/1/2020DEWITT, IA

Stop In Today!

    $5 OFF$5 OFF 
a 16 pc.  
chicken  

family meal!
Expires 6/1/2020

stop in 
today!

DeWitt, IA
STOP IN TODAY!

Buy a 6 inch sub, get another 6 inch sub at half off 
with the purchase of a 30 oz. fountain drink!  

Expires 6/01/2020

• Skid Steer • Backhoe 
• Ag & General Repair 

• Welding & Fabrication
CALL Mike Kinney:  

563-210-6313 

2510 255th St. • DeWitt

METAL WORKS 
& REPAIRMJKMJK

tmiservices.net 
(563) 355-8686

SAVE 10% with this ad!

Call or Contact: 
      

 

JOIN THE  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS!

knights 
of columbus

• Catholic 

• Fraternal 

• Service

Don Fuglsang  
 (563) 940-9654 

Jerry Thul  
(563) 221-1048

Joe Shadle 
 (563) 241-8160 


