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The mission of St. Joseph  

Church is to provide a  

Catholic environment for  

our parish, to embrace  

God’s Word, and to  

answer the call to holiness,  

leading to eternal salvation. 
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SAINT JOSEPH  

August 23, 2020 • Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



Parish Staff 

Pastor ......................... Rev. Stephen Page 

Deacon……..……….Deacon Mark Comer 

Pastoral Minister ............... Sr. Janet Heiar 

Parish Secretary ............ Becky Townsend 

Business Manager ................ Jennie Bauer 

Director of Faith Formation . Patrice Sheil 

School Principal ................ Sharon Roling 

School Secretary .................. Beth Gravert 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday ............ 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

Telephone & Fax Numbers 

Parish Office ............................. 659-3514 

Parish Fax ................................. 659-2599 

Convent .................................... 659-5327 

School Office ............................ 659-3812 

School Fax ................................ 659-1565 

 

Email Addresses 

Bulletin .............................. sjc@gmtel.net 

Fr Stephen Page ....... sjpastor@gmtel.net 

Deacon Mark Comer….markc@gmtel.net 

Sister Janet Heiar…….sjsister@gmtel.net 

Jennie Bauer .............. …..sjconect@gmtel.net 

Becky Townsend ............... sjc@gmtel.net 

Jasmin Tone .............. sjyouth@gmtel.net 

Sharon Roling..sharon.roling@sj-dwt.org 

Beth Gravert…...beth.gravert@sj-dwt.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

Mondays by 12:00 noon (unless otherwise noted). Items may be 

faxed, called, brought in, or emailed. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

For arrangement, please call the rectory. 

 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Couples please contact the pastor at least 9 to 12 months 

prior to wedding date. 

 

Catholic Radio Station 92.5 FM 

Phone: 563-320-5497 

Relevant Radio Ambassador — Greg Tigges 

TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE CONTACT: Iowa Department of 

Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-362-2178 and if it 

involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the 

Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002, or vac@diodav.org 

or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 52722-0004. 

  21

st

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The only way to know God is to 

love God. Our minds will never 

fully grasp the mystery of God, but 

our hearts and souls can learn to 

love the mystery. Years ago, when 

life had a more innocent quality to 

it, we believed what we were told 

or witnessed, unless there was direct evidence otherwise. This 

was especially true if the information came from someone in 

authority. In a sense, we were a bit more gullible on one hand 

but also more trusting on the other. The latter is an admirable 

quality that sadly can be eroded when we realize we have been 

duped. With education and technological advances, we find 

ourselves more skeptical and less likely to too quickly accept 

and believe what we see and hear. For all of the good that social 

media can do, it can also easily distort reality and truth. Photo-

shop and a myriad other technological truths can add to, fabri-

cate, and make even the non-existent seem real. It is amazing. 

How far do we allow this obviously justifiable skepticism to 

take us? Questioning and doubting are healthy elements of any 

good relationship as long as we don’t allow them to turn us 

away from a deeper experience of love and encounter. If we 

cannot get our minds around something or empirically justify 

or prove it, we tend to declare it a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic 

and walk away. The very same trust that can quickly be eroded 

is exactly what is essential for all of our relationships, espe-

cially our relationship with God. With all things and people 

that make a profound claim on us, we have to trust in the ab-

sence of knowledge. Full self-investment involves plunging 

completely into the unknown! Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You 

are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Peter came to this 

knowledge, which is not “head knowledge” because of the rela-

tionship he shared with Jesus and what God was able to reveal 

in and through that relationship. Peter simply “knew” because 

of love that this is who Jesus really is. The silent exchange of 

love between friends, and not an intellectual exercise of the 

mind, brought Peter to this place. When we stop and think 

about it, there are many things in life that we simply know but 

do not completely understand. When someone sacrifices their 

own well-being for another, it may not make intellectual sense 

when examined. But it makes a world of sense when it is car-

ried out. The vastness of reality and an encounter with incom-

prehensible mystery all lead us to profound silence where we 

simply know something to be true. Have you trusted enough to 

allow your relationship with God to bring you to this place or 

are you still too skeptical? 

 

Cash Prizes Totaling 

$5,000 

 

This year due to the COVID-19 pandemic we are not holding 

our Silent Auction or our parish fall festival dinner. Instead we 

are raffling tickets as our primary fundraiser. 

 

Live Streaming the Drawing on Sunday, September 27  

at 9:00 am Mass 

 

Raffle tickets are available at the parish office. If you have not 

picked up your festival mailing you may pick it up outside the 

parish office door or on the weekend at Mass. You may also go 

to the parish website at https://stjoseph-dewitt.com and click 

on the Fall Festival Raffle Tickets tab to buy your tickets. 

Raffle tickets should be returned to the parish office by Sep-

tember 25th to be eligible for the drawing. 



In Your Prayers 

This week, please remember the sick and the infirm, so 

that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 

Bill McGarry, Joyce Marme, Ed Franzen, Katie Moore, Brittney 

Moore, Morgan Nesbit,  Janet Driscoll, Emily Blaga, Julie Howard, 

George Vens,  Mike Thomas, Robert Delost, Michelle Smith, Lori 

Hand, Henry Kruse, Jr., John McGarry, Mark Trimble, Jeanette 

Ilg, Joni Moore, Renegade Richmond, Patricia (Pat) Cahill, Phyllis 

Goodall, Heather Puck Nees, Mary English, Dick Smith, Don 

Ermais, Dick Scheirer, Therese Green, Pat (Patsy) Cahill, Kirk 

Barber, Jon Prudenz, Deb Moughler, Kim Steffens, Cathy Morel, 

Ron Fuglsang, Sally Banowetz, Vic Learn, Jim Mote, Ron 

Stienstra, Ana Hertz 

 

 

And for the recently deceased, Monica Green; Bob Peters, 

father of Jeff; and Merle Ocken, husband of Nancy; that he 

may have eternal happiness in heaven. 

 

“Heavenly Father accept our prayers which  

we offer for them.” 

DERECHO? Monday, August 10th, will be a day that many of 

us will remember for years to come. We learned a new word 

last week derecho which none of us have ever heard before. 

Our lives were suddenly thrown into disarray. Even now many 

of us are still recovering from the shock. From the news, it’s 

clear that people experienced a tremendous amount of damage 

as a result of the winds that seemingly blew for an eternity. 

Overall we are very blessed. Please be assured of the parish’s 

thoughts and prayers for those who were affected by the storm. 

 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL—MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2020 

St Joseph School and DeWitt Central Schools will begin the 

2020-2021 school year on Monday, August 24th. Many neces-

sary preparations have been made for this new school year in 

this year of the coronavirus. From rearranging classrooms in 

order to create needed social distancing to establishing new 

standards of practice for cleaning and disinfecting classrooms. 

A tremendous amount of thought, effort, and prayer is going 

into this school year. Many thanks to everyone who have 

worked so hard to ensure that we have a great start to the aca-

demic year. If you have any questions about St Joseph School 

please contact Sharon Roling, principal at sharon.roling@sj-

dwt.org or call the school at 659-3812. 

SUBSTITUTES NEEDED: St Joseph School is in need of sub-

stitutes. You do not need a teaching degree to work as a substi-

tute. If you are interested in being a substitute, please contact 

Sharon Roling, the principal. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES this year will be a lot 

different. We will be implementing a home based, family-

orientated program put together by the diocese. These pro-

grams will be provided for each family with assignments and 

activities that the whole family can do together. To register for 

Religious Education, visit the parish website at stjoseph-

dewitt.weconnect.com and click on the Religious Education 

tab at the top of the home page. Fill out the registration form 

online or print it off and mail it to the parish office of drop it 

off. Since we will be having classes virtually and don’t have 

some of the regular costs, the registration fee this year will be 

$10 per student. Please include cash or check with the registra-

tion form and mail or drop off at the parish office. If your have 

any questions please contact Jasmin Tone, our Faith Formation 

director at sjyouth@gmtel.net or call 659-3514 ext. 4. 

 

YOUTH GROUP 2020-2021— Parents of High School Youth 

We are moving our Youth Nights online for this year. They will 

begin on Wednesday, September 16th and will be held via 

Zoom every Wednesday at 7:30pm (except for September 30th 

because of our Confirmation Mass). Due to new guidelines, the 

link cannot be posted on Facebook or our website and must be 

emailed to parents. So, if you would like your youth to partici-

pate, email sjyouth@gmtel.net to get on the email list. 

Weekly Schedule 

 

Saturday, August 22 

 4:30 pm Outside Mass on the Church Parking Lot 

   Catholic Radio Station 92.5 FM Available for Mass 

   Watch Mass on Facebook 

 

Sunday, August 23, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 9:00 am  Outside Mass on the Church Parking Lot 

  Watch Mass on the Parish Website 

 

Monday, August 24 

 8:00 am First Day of School 

  

Tuesday, August 25 

 

Wednesday, August 26 

 9:00 am  Mass in the Gathering Space 

 7:00 pm Confirmation Meeting for Confirmandi’s 

  Meet in the Church Parking Lot 

 

Thursday, August 27 

 9:00 am  Mass in the Gathering Space 

 

Friday, August 28 

 9:00 am  Mass in the Gathering Space 

 

Saturday, August 29 

 4:30 pm Outside Mass on the Church Parking Lot 

   Catholic Radio Station 92.5 FM Available for Mass 

   Watch Mass on Facebook 

  

Sunday, August 30, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 9:00 am  Outside Mass on the Church Parking Lot 

  Watch Mass on the Parish Website 



Mass Intentions for the Week 

Wednesday, August 26 

 9:00 am Hazel Wilson† 

Thursday, August 27 

 9:00 am John Riedesel† 

Friday, August 28 

 9:00 am LeRoy Wagener† 

Saturday, August 29 

 4:30 pm Marilyn Rock† 

Sunday, August 30 

 9:00 am Sindy McDonnell† 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 16, 2020 

Fr. Page’s Homily from last Weekend  

Since We Weren’t Able to Have Mass 

 

Here’s a Bible brain teaser for you. Even when I first heard 

this, I was stumped. Question:  

Name a time when a man got Jesus to change his mind? 

 

Answer? Bottom line, actually on one. Now Peter did try to 

persuade Jesus not to accept suffering, but as you can recall, 

Jesus quickly put a stop to that. And yes, there are examples 

of men questioning Jesus, but actually no guy got Jesus to 

change his mind on anything. 

 

Now let’s consider the other half of the human race, women, 

and hold onto your seats. Consider the famous scene in the 

early chapters of John’s Gospel. The mother of Jesus made an 

urgent request on behalf of the bride and groom for some 

more liquid refreshments. Mary’s challenge changed Jesus' 

attitude. 

 

In today’s gospel, we hear Jesus and the pagan woman in 

their dueling wits. This does have a happy resolution. She 

places her faith in Jesus as Lord, and he responds to her 

need. If we were to look at a story before this story in Mat-

thew’s gospel, Jesus has had a bit of an unfriendly exchange 

of words with religious purists who criticized the irreligious 

table manners of his group. Jesus reminds his inquisitors 

that it’s not food that defiles, it’s what comes from the heart 

and out the mouth that is bad. 

 

Yet Jesus ignores this audacious female, then throws her an 

insult. Unlike today, where dogs are o longer pets, but now 

family members; in ancient times, people outside the ethnic 

clan or religious group were no better than the scavenger 

four legged animals. 

 

Do you find it odd that as the Gospels record this and other 

encounters Jesus had with pagans, unbelievers, gentiles, it is 

usually from this group of outsiders that “GET IT.” That is, 

they recognize him for who he really is: The long awaited 

Messiah. And Jesus welcomes the faith that the foreigners 

give to him. Perhaps that is why the prophecy of Isaiah has 

been paralleled with this reading, God’s salvation is not lim-

ited to the Israelites alone. Or audaciously, God can and will 

save even non Christians. If you listen to the words in the 

Eucharistic prayers, we believe that quite plainly. We can 

read in plain English at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel, 

even Jesus didn’t have a ‘pure’ family tree. There were four 

pagan women: Tamar in Genesis 38; Rahab, who was a Ca-

naanite, a liar and a prostitute; Ruth the Moabite and then 

Bathesheba, the wife of Uriah, whom King David committed 

adultery with. 

 

If you will, Jesus was able to adjust his plans and manner of 

outreach; to save what was lost, if you will. Then who will 

we meet that will challenge our assumptions and get our 

attention because of their need of help or a listening ear? 

Who knows, maybe God might be reaching out to us 

through the least expected amongst us. 
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(563) 659-3657 

Vincent P. Sheridan
info@vpsheridaninsurance.com

563-659-3141  
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MJ’S EAST

Amoco
Gas and Convenience
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Maggie’s House Assisted Living

107 E. 2nd Street 
DeWitt, IA 

563-659-1678

joconnell@maggieshouse.com 
www.maggieshouse.com

          Funeral Homes 
DeWitt - 563-659-5241   

Grand Mound - 563-847-3271
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DeWitt, IA 
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Aroma & HealthAroma & Health  
Custom Massage & Aroma Therapy  

515 8th St (Inside Good Health Massage)

Jenifer Rebik, Owner/LMT Owner/LMT 
(563) 650-5511

Book online through Facebook, Search @LMTAH 
Young Living Products, www.myyl.com/Jeni738

DeWitt Memorial

Preplanning makes 
 sense...we can help!

524 - 6th Ave. 
DeWitt, Iowa

(563) 659-3822

JOE BURKE

CONSTRUCTION

HOME IMPROVEMENT

De Witt • 659-8361

LAW OFFICE OF 
CONDON & CONDON  

610 Ninth Street 

DeWitt 

659-3294

 

 
Insulation, Industrial, Commercial, Residential,

Fabrication, Distributor, Asbestos & Lead Abatement.

Phone: (563) 391-8100 • Fax: (563) 391-8200 
Toll Free: (866) 480-8100 

3205 West 76th street • Davenport, Ia 52806

Buzzy’s
n Open 6 Days  

n Home of Taco Tuesday 

n Lunches n Reception Hall
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DeWitt 
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McCausland, IA  563-225-2436
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209 E. Le Claire Rd • Eldridge, IA
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Davenport, Iowa 52807
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Eldridge, IA 52748 
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Call Now 
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“Every Life Tells a Story. 
Let Us Help Share Yours.”

Est. 1889
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Buy a Blizzard at regular price
& get 2nd Blizzard
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for 1/2 OFF! 
Expires 6/1/2020DEWITT, IA
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stop in 
today!

DeWitt, IA
STOP IN TODAY!

Buy a 6 inch sub, get another 6 inch sub at half off 
with the purchase of a 30 oz. fountain drink!  

Expires 6/01/2020
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• Welding & Fabrication
CALL Mike Kinney:  

563-210-6313 

2510 255th St. • DeWitt
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& REPAIRMJKMJK
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(563) 355-8686

SAVE 10% with this ad!
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JOIN THE  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS!

knights 
of columbus

• Catholic 

• Fraternal 

• Service

Don Fuglsang  
 (563) 940-9654 

Jerry Thul  
(563) 221-1048

Joe Shadle 
 (563) 241-8160 


