
P A R I S H E S  

The mission of St. Joseph  

Church is to provide a  

Catholic environment for  

our parish, to embrace  

God’s Word, and to  

answer the call to holiness,  

leading to eternal salvation. 

417 6th Avenue • DeWitt, IA 52742 
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September 5, 2021 • Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 

    AND 

SS. PHILIP & JAMES CHURCH 

606 Fulton Street • Grand Mound, IA 52751 

             Ph:563-847-2271     Email : spj@gmtel .net 



Parish Staff 

Pastor ......................... Rev. Stephen Page 

Deacon……..……….Deacon Mark Comer 

Pastoral Minister ............... Sr. Janet Heiar 

Parish Secretary ............ Becky Townsend 

Business Manager ................ Jennie Bauer 

Director of Faith Formation . Jasmin Tone 

School Principal ................ Sharon Roling 

School Secretary .................. Beth Gravert 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday ............ 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

Telephone & Fax Numbers 

Parish Office ............................. 659-3514 

Parish Fax ................................. 659-2599 

Convent .................................... 659-5327 

School Office ............................ 659-3812 

School Fax ................................ 659-1565 

 

Email Addresses 

Bulletin .............................. sjc@gmtel.net 

Fr Stephen Page ....... sjpastor@gmtel.net 

Deacon Mark Comer….markc@gmtel.net 

Sister Janet Heiar…….sjsister@gmtel.net 

Becky Townsend ............... sjc@gmtel.net

Jasmin Tone .............. sjyouth@gmtel.net 

Sharon Roling..sharon.roling@sj-dwt.org 

Beth Gravert…...beth.gravert@sj-dwt.org 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Please call the Parish office to schedule. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

For arrangement, please call the Parish office. 

 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Couples please contact the pastor at least 9 to 12 months 

prior to wedding date. 

 

Catholic Radio Station 92.5 FM 

Phone: 563-320-5497 

Relevant Radio Ambassador — Greg Tigges 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

From the time we are born into 

this world until we die, our hu-

man radar picks up signals about 

how to respond to life. What we 

picked up on when we were very 

young carries an even greater power. The messages we receive 

and process tell us what we are “supposed” to do with our feel-

ings, how to understand and cope with disappointment, anxie-

ty, failure, death, illness, and what to expect out of life. As life 

unfolds for us, these radar messages kick in and resonate in us 

at very deep levels. Sometimes what we have learned is helpful 

and sometimes it is not. The stories we have been told, espe-

cially when we are young, about how life is best lived and how 

to negotiate its pain carry a heavy weight. Life can be challeng-

ing and frightening. Sometimes, it really hurts to be a human 

being. It also can be quite unpredictable and, at times, unfair. 

We face our vulnerability and brokenness of all kinds: physical, 

emotional, and spiritual. It doesn’t take much for life to quickly 

fall apart. What we knew to be familiar and true is gone and 

something we relied upon, physically, emotionally, or spiritual-

ly, can be taken away. It is hard to confront our limitations and 

sit with our incompleteness. Often, life hurts us so much that 

we find ourselves sitting in a pool of sadness, not sure what we 

are supposed to do. It is particularly hard when the signals we 

have inherited tell us that we need to be successful in what we 

do, and we have to avoid life’s unfairness. We can feel like a 

failure, wondering what precisely we did to deserve this fate, or 

ruminate about what we did not do correctly. But it’s really not 

about us. We are part of a bigger picture and a much more fas-

cinating story! If we cease doing battle with life’s incomplete-

ness and see ourselves, as God does, on a journey toward 

wholeness and completeness we can better accept our disap-

pointments and stand firm. The prophets told us, and Jesus 

reassured us: Be strong! Fear not! Sometimes we have to update 

our stories and replace them with newer, more accurate ones. 

When we make God’s story our own and tune our radar into 

His voice, what we hear is all about restoration, healing, and 

rejuvenation! This is true even when we think we have hit rock 

bottom and can go no further. There is always hope. Remember 

the words of Julian of Norwich: God made us, God loves us, 

and God keeps us. Now, listen to God when He says, “be 

opened!” Be healed and allow your stories to change. 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who filled out a planning study sur-

vey for the Diocese of Davenport! Over the next couple of 

weeks, the Steier Group will prepare recommendations for 

Bishop Thomas Zinkula and diocesan leaders on whether the 

diocese should proceed with a capital campaign and its fund-

raising potential. Once the bishop and his team determine 

whether and how to proceed, the diocese will communicate the 

results to all parishioners. 

 

HOLY LAND TOUR: The Newman Catholic Student Center 

at The University of Iowa is sponsoring a 10-day tour of the 

Holy Land March 10-19, 2022.  Tour hosts will be Fr. Jeff Belger 

and Newman Center rep, April Rouner. The full tour itinerary 

can be viewed at www.iowacatholic.org.  Cost is $4059 per 

person from Chicago.  A charter bus will take travelers to/from 

O’Hare from Iowa City.   Price includes RT air, first class ac-

commodations, most meals, professional tour director, sight-

seeing entrance fees, optional daily Mass and more.   Contact 

April Rouner at april@newman-ic.org or 319-337-3106 Ext. 119 

for more information or a registration brochure. 

TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE CONTACT: Iowa Department of 

Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-362-2178 and if it 

involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the 

Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002, or vac@diodav.org 

or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 52722-0004. 



In Your Prayers 

Joyce Marme, Ed Franzen, Janet Driscoll, Lori Hand, Mark 

Trimble, Jeanette Ilg, Heather Puck Nees,  Mary English, Therese 

Green, Jon Prudenz, Cathy Morel, Ron Fuglsang, Ana Hertz, 

Patrick Driscoll, Larry Roeder, 

 

“Heavenly Father accept our prayers which  

we offer for them.” 

A REMINDER CONCERNING DIOCESAN COVID Proto-

cols. In any county experiencing Substantial or High rates of 

transmission, masks are strongly recommended for all individu-

als—vaccinated and unvaccinated—taking part in any indoor 

gathering including the liturgy. Currently Clinton County is at 

the High level. You can check the status of any county by going 

to https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view. The 

diocese continues to urge people to get vaccinated. The dispen-

sation from participating in Mass continues to be in effect until 

a date to be determined. 

 

FALL FESTIVAL RAFFLE: There will not be a Fall Festival 

Dinner/Silent Auction again this year. Instead, we are raffling 

tickets as our primary fundraiser, paying out cash prizes total-

ing $5,000! We are asking each family to pick up their Festival 

envelope on the counter in the gathering space. We are asking 

each family to buy their 10 tickets or get donations from other 

family members or friends. Tickets sell for $10 a piece and we 

are hopeful that you will consider making a financial contribu-

tion to this worth cause. You may place completed ticket stubs 

with donation in a sealed envelope into the collection baskets 

at Mass or drop off/mail them to: St Joseph Church, 417 6th 

Avenue, DeWitt, IA 52742. Tickets are due back by Friday, 

September 24th. The drawing will be Sunday, September 26th. 

 

OUR ST JOSEPH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION program will 

begin next Sunday, September 12th at 10:30am until 11:45am for 

children in kindergarten through eighth grade. The fee is $55 

per student. No child will be denied. If there are any concerns 

please call the parish office. To fill out a registration form and 

to print a calendar go to the parish website at https://stjoseph-

dewitt.weconnect.com and click on the Religious Education 

tab. If you have any questions please contact Jasmin Tone at 

659-3514 ext. 4 or email her at dewittstjosephym@diodav.org to find 

out more. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP begins on Wednesday, 

September 8th at 7:30pm until 9:00pm in the new youth group 

room. Youth Group students should complete a medical release 

form. Families are encouraged to donate toward the cost of 

materials and snacks. The medical release form may be found 

on the parish website. Any questions, please contact Jasmin. 

 

KICK-OFF for SS Philip & James Religious Education pro-

gram will be Wednesday, September 8th at 6:00pm for children 

in Pre-K thru 8th Grade. It will include a short parent meeting, 

children meeting their teacher, and formal registration. 

Weekly Schedule 

 

Sunday, September 5, 23rd Sunday Ordinary Time 

 8:00 am  Mass at SS Philip & James 

 9:30 am  Mass at St Joseph’s 

 

Monday, September 6, Labor Day 

  No School 

  Parish Office Closed 

  

Tuesday, September 7 

 3:30 pm  Mass 

 

Wednesday, September 8 

 9:00 am  School Mass in the Church 

 6:00 pm  Religious Ed at SS Philip & James 

 7:30 pm  High School Youth Group at St Joseph’s 

 

Thursday, September 9 

 9:00 am  Mass at SS Philip & James 

 

Friday, September 10 

 9:00 am  Mass in the Gathering Space 

 

Saturday, September 11 

 4:30 pm  Mass at St Joseph’s 

 

Sunday, September 12, 24th Sunday Ordinary Time 

 8:00 am  Mass at SS Philip & James 

 9:30 am  Mass at St Joseph’s 

    Rite of Welcome for Confirmation Students 

 10:30 am Religious Ed at St Joseph’s 

Hebrews Study 

 

St Joseph Parish is offering religious education class for adults 

beginning on Sunday, September 19th from 10:30am to 11:45am 

in the upstairs conference room of school. We will be studying 

the Book of Hebrews. The class is designed to help you: 

 

�� Understand the “big picture” of scripture 

�� Get a better idea of how the Old and New Testaments fit 

together 

�� Get more out of Mass while enjoying and appreciating it 

 

There is no homework, and you aren’t required to be at every 

class. Just come when you’re able.  Signup is not required, but is 

helpful. To sign up, or if you have any questions, email Blake 

Hasenmiller at bhasenmiller@gmail.com or call him at  

563-212-9702. 



Mass Intentions for the Week 

Tuesday, September 7 

 3:30 pm Hazel Wilson† 

Wednesday, September 8 

 9:00 am Pete Farren† 

Thursday, September 9 at Grand Mound 

 9:00 am Rev Raymond Hannigan†  

Friday, September 10 

 9:00 am L/D Dierickx/Mowry Families 

  & Margaret Trompeter† 

Saturday, September 11 

 4:30 pm Tom Garrity† 

Sunday, September 12 

 8:00 am Elmer/Dorothy Hasenmiller† at Grand Mound

 9:30 am Bill Bauer† 

�

�

Choose Life�

�

Ge�ng vaccinated should be seen as a pro�life 

ac�vity. Yet the same people who favor govern-

ment ac�on to protect vulnerable life in the 

womb seem to be the least likely to favor govern-

ment ac�on to protect vulnerable life due to 

Covid.�

�

Must arguments against vaccina�on are pro�

choice: “It is my body. This is a free country. No 

government is going to tell me what to do.”�

�

Pro�life people who support government regula-

�ons on abor�on can sound exactly like their pro�

choice foes when they say, “I’m personally for 

vaccina�ons, but I believe each individual should 

have the right to choose.”�

�

Government rules on vaccina�ons (such as school 

and travel requirements) have been around for 

genera�ons. They have protected us from small-

pox, polio, and other preventable diseases. Trav-

eling to many places in Africa, for example, re-

quires proof of vaccina�on. Such requirements 

were rarely even challenged before Covid.�

�

When vulnerable life is being threatened, such as 

what is happening today as we try to re�open 

schools, we should err on the side of life instead 

of choice. In this case, that means ge�ng people 

vaccinated, even if that requires government di-

rec�ves.�

�

One of the few public voices that is being consist-

ently pro�life on these issues is Pope Francis. He 

describes ge�ng vaccinated as an act of love, es-

pecially for the most vulnerable among us. You 

can check out the pope’s message on YouTube.�

�

� � � � Dan R. Ebener�

� � � � Director of Parish Planning�

� � � � Diocese of Davenport�
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563-659-3141  

www.firstcentralsb.bank  

MJ’S EAST

Amoco
Gas and Convenience
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Locally Owned by Greg & Lorine McNamara

          Funeral Homes 
DeWitt - 563-659-5241   

Grand Mound - 563-847-3271
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Eldridge, Iowa  52748 
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Aroma & HealthAroma & Health  
Custom Massage & Aroma Therapy  
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DeWitt Memorial

Preplanning makes 
 sense...we can help!
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DeWitt, Iowa
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“Every Life Tells a Story. 
Let Us Help Share Yours.”

Est. 1889
Davenport

563-322-4438
Serving Your Community With  
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563-210-6313 
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SAVE 10% with this ad!
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JOIN THE  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS!

knights 
of columbus

• Catholic 

• Fraternal 

• Service

Don Fuglsang  
 (563) 940-9654 

Jerry Thul  
(563) 221-1048

Joe Shadle 
 (563) 241-8160 

LOCAL CAR WASH 
Serving DeWitt And The Surrounding Areas 

www.mrwashdewitt.com 

563-593-0221 
621 8th Street • DeWitt, IA 52742

CABINETRY | COUNTERTOPS 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

1002 8th Ave. • DeWitt 
Showroom By Appt.     (309) 236-2235

FOR ALL LAWNCARE SERVICES 
Fertilization & Weed Control Aerification 

563.549.0249

NEW HOMES • REMODELING

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Bathrooms / Kitchen

563-652-2926 
MOBILE 563-357-9905

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

(563) 556-0646 | (563) 285-7602 

www.jimgieseroofing.com

Maggie’s House Assisted Living

107 E. 2nd Street 
DeWitt, IA 

563-659-1678

joconnell@maggieshouse.com 
www.maggieshouse.com
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 CENTER

of DeWitt, P.C.

Mark A. Benson, O.D.

 800 6th Ave.  563-659-3999 
 DeWitt, IA 52742  1-888-562-2020

563-659-3412

Bumann Farm 
Supply

(563) 847-1612
2839 200th Ave., Calamus, IA

JOHN S. PEAVEY
(563) 659-8060

john_peavey@hotmail.com
916 7th Ave., DeWitt

Wheatland
Manor

(563) 374-1295
316 E. Lincolnway, Wheatland  

www.wheatmanor.com

CARE 
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CUSTOM FARMING 
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Spraying & Combining

Joe Dierickx

 P: 563-847-6666

Locally & Family Owned 
Since 1964!

Terry Knutsen 
Builder, Inc.

A Family Tradition 
In Building Excellence

www.terryknutsenbuilder.com 
563-285-9089 Or Call 563-370-5097

Internet – Phone – Video 

563-847-3000563-847-3000

C O M P L I M E N T S  O F

Whitman Farms
Back hoe and  

high boy spraying

Call 563-349-7364

THOMAS E. SHIE
EMMA M. SHIE 

Attorneys at Law
Wills, Trusts, Real Estate

5333 Belle Avenue 
Davenport, Iowa 52807

info@shielaw.com       324-8244

Contact Terri Roe to place an ad today! 
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