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                         Conversion Is a Process 
 

       All of us have our own story of conversion. It might be 
drama!c or silent. I would like to give an example of a person 
we all know of, Thomas Merton. He was orphaned at 16, 
became a Communist at 20 and found Christ at 23. In his  
book, The Seven Storey Mountain, Thomas Merton describes 
the first step in his conversion process. 
 

       He lived a wild existence. One night in his room, he was 
struck with an awareness of his sinfulness. He writes, “The 
whole thing passed in a flash. I was overwhelmed with a 
sudden and profound insight into the misery and corrup!on  
of my own soul. I was filled with horror at what I saw, and  
my soul desired escape from all this with an intensity and  
an urgency unlike anything I had ever known before.” 
 

       Merton prayed to God to free him from the evil power  
that held his body and soul in the slavery of sin. His story 
illustrates the kind of change of heart the first son had in 
today’s Gospel story and also the kind of conversion Ezekiel 
refers to in today’s first reading. 
 

       We consider changes only when we are extremely 
discontented with our present situa!on. The first step in the 
conversion process is to be dissa!sfied with our personal  
life—to have a heavy, restless heart. As St. Augus!ne said,  
“My heart is restless un!l it rests in you.” We have a deep 
desire to be be$er. The second step is what we might call a 
“trigger event,” the spark that leads us to do something  
about our situa!on. In theology, it’s called a moment of grace 
from God. And the third step is making the first concrete  
move in the direc!on of a new life. 
 

       Conversion is a journey that will end only when we die. 
Danish theologian Soren Kierkegaard said, “There is no such 
thing as being a Chris!an; there is only becoming a Chris!an,”  
which, I would say, we need to work on every day of our lives. 
Becoming a Chris!an should not stop at our bap!sm. 
 

      Today’s readings invite us to take inventory of our lives.  
Do we desire a deeper, personal rela!onship with Jesus? Do 
we want to love our family and our neighbor more as Jesus 
loves them? If the answer is “Yes!” today’s reading could be 
the “trigger event” or spark we need to do something about 
these things. 
 

       Maybe to begin, we could spend more !me in prayer or  
be more charitable in our homes, our work place—you name 
it. This is the faith invita!on God offers each one of us through 
today’s readings. Remember, conversion is a process. It is an 
ongoing journey that will end only at death. It’s never too late 
to begin the journey.                                          Fr. Peter Patrick 
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When John came to you in the way of righteousness, 
 you did not believe in him, but tax collectors and 

 prostitutes did.    Mt. 21:32 
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Mass Intentions & Scripture Readings   
Sunday, Sept. 27  Twenty-sixth Sunday  in Ordinary Time 
 9:00 am  † Joey Badora & Maria Buhler (Julie Ristow)     
 Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-9/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32 
Monday, September 28   St. Wenceslaus, St. Lawrence Ruiz 
 Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7/Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday, September 29   Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael 
 8:30 am  †Bonnie Dougherty (Lieb Family)  
 Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5/Jn 1:47-51 
Wednesday, September 30   St. Jerome 
 Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 14-1/Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday, October 1  St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
 Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14/Lk 10:1-12 
Friday, October 2  The Holy Guardian Angels 
 8:30 am Protec!on Of Children Around The World  
 Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 91:1-2, 3-6, 10-11/Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Sunday, October 4  Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 9:00 am  † Charles Thunander (Delores Thunander)     
 Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-16, 19-20/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43 

Parish Of!ice … 445-5115 ... Fax 445-5198                                                  
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Monday - Friday      
secretary@saintcatherine.org - ppkimani@saintcatherine.org 
cpoth@saintcatherine.org 
St. Sebas!an Office … 453-1061 
Parish Staff 
Rev. Peter Patrick Kimani, Pastor 
Ralph & Jane Kornburger, Deacon Couple 
Jon Metz, Adult Forma!on Minister 
Margaret Lee, Youth & Young Adult Minister 
Joe Sheehan, Child Forma!on Minister 
Doug Sco$, Music Director 
Carole Poth, Cluster Administrator 
Joann Perleberg, Director of Finances 
Sister Pat Russell, Parish Office Assistant 
Parish School            445-2846    Fax 445-0448 
Jade Co$rell, Principal       Office Open 7:30 am - 3:30 pm           
Parish Trustees 
Toni Wagner, Secretary - Mary Brooks, Treasurer 
Pastoral Council 
Miguel Camacho, Brendan Holahan, Kathy Kent, Mary Kroli-
kowski, Ma$ Melendes, James Napper, Jessica Quintanilla, 
Kris Reck, Brenda Scharping, Becky Troy 

Re!lections on this Sunday’s Readings 
First Reading- Ezekiel 18:25-28 
It is possible to turn from sin and preserve one’s life. Ezekiel is 
addressing Israelites in exile. Thinking they are being punished 
for the sins of their ancestors, they say, “The Lord’s way is not 
fair!” Why are the Israelites complaining? 
—If someone complained to you that God isn’t fair, how would  
    you respond?  Do God’s ways seem fair to you? 
—How readily do you accept responsibility for your sins and    
    mistakes? Why is it hard to admit our sins and mistakes? 
Second Reading- Philippians 2:1-11 
While in prison, Paul hears about the division amongst his  
beloved Philippians. He appeals to them to change. 
—What keeps us from saying a whole-hearted “yes” to God? 
—What does it mean to act selfishly? To act humbly? 
—How can we be “of one mind?” How would a communal  
    mindset of “What Would Jesus Do” change our communi- 
    !es? How can you help bring about that change? 
Gospel Reading- Ma!hew 21:28-32 
Jesus poses a ques!on to the chief priests and elders on the 
meaning of obedience. It reminds us to be consistent in our 
words and ac!ons. In Jesus’ parable, the first son represents 
sinners who ini!ally said “no” to God, but now say “yes ” to 
Jesus. The second son personifies Jesus’ audience, the reli-
gious leaders. They and their ancestors had said “yes” to God, 
but are now saying “no” to him by their rejec!on of Jesus. 
—Why did the first son have said he would not go? Why  
    did he have change his mind? Why did the second son  
    have say he would go? Why did he fail to go? 
—How does failing to do what we say we’ll do affect our  
    rela!onships?  

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, September 27 
9:00 am  Mass (Church) 
Tuesday, September 29 
8:30 am  Mass (Church) 
Friday, October 2 
8:30 am  Mass (Church) 
Saturday, October 3 
9:00 am  Trail Experience Garden Club 
Sunday, October 4 
9:00 am  Mass (Church) 

Liturgical Ministers 
Sunday, September 27 - 9:00 am - Fr. Peter Patrick 
Lector                      Debbie Servi             
Sunday, October 4 - 9:00 am - Fr. Larry 
Lector                                                   Marianne Hondel 

Re!lect Christ; Live Stewardship 
As we prepare for our parish renewal campaign, we are looking 
at how reflec!ng on Christ helps us to live stewardship. Re-
flec!ng Christ in prayer is one of the first cri!cal steps on our 
individual stewardship journeys. We have so many wonderful 
examples of Jesus calling out to his Father; sharing his joys, 
fears and prayers for all of humanity. Sacrificial giving of prayer 
requires that we do more than a$end weekend liturgies. Faith-
ful stewards set aside addi!onal !me to connect in prayer with 
God. It has been said that !me is our most valuable resource, 
our most precious gi+. Surely, then, we should make an inten-
!onal effort to return a significant por!on of our !me to the 
Lord in prayer and spiritual reflec!on. What prevents me from 
reflec!ng on Christ in my daily life? 

Fiscal Year to Date, Week 11 of 52       $ 34,523      
Prior YTD Amount                                 35,631 
 

Surplus/Deficit vs. Prior Year                    $(1,108)  
Summarized Parish Ac"vity-8/31/20   Budget           Actual   
   Income from Envelopes         $ 170,000         $27,230 
   Other Income                            38,400              6,205 
   Parish Expenses                                     231,800             9,734 
   Net Income from Childcare                   10,000          (33,981) 
   Surplus/(Deficit) Budget vs Actual     (13,400)         (10,280) 



Con!irmation Preparation 
Any family with an eleventh grader, who will be 16 by May 
2021, can register their child for the prepara!on of the Sacra-
ment of Confirma!on. Sessions begin October 4. Registra!on 
can be done on the website. Contact Margaret Lee with any 
ques!ons at mlee@saintsebs.org or 414-998-4785  
 
Congratulations to the 50/50 Raf!le Winner! 
Jan Weiler, a long-!me friend of the parish and Sherman Park, 
is the winner! The total amount raised in the raffle was $8,140, 
which means that the parish benefited by $4,070. Special 
thanks to Mary Brooks who organized and monitored the 
raffle. In addi!on, numerous parishioners and friends donated 
$8,760, bringing the present total raised at our major fundrais-
er, the Golf-less Golf Ou!ng to $13,830! THANK YOU! 
 
How Does Empathy Foster Relationships?   
Building strong rela!onships with friends and family requires 
work. How does empathy help? Have you been blessed with an 
empathe!c response to a problem in your life? Send ar!cles to 
secretary@saintcatherine.org as soon as possible. 
 
Global Day for Migrants and Refugees –Today 
Pray for these vic!ms of violence, poverty or catastrophe and 
for compassionate na!onal immigra!on policies that respect 
human rights. Prayer vigil at St. William, 440 N Moreland Blvd, 
Waukesha, 1-1:30pm, streamed at youtu.be/kzyU1Bj8hjc.   
  
Facing Racism 
“It is not enough to limit your love to your own na!on, to your 
own group. You must respond with love even to those outside 
of it. This concept enables people to live together not as na-
!ons, but as the human race.” Clarence Jordan ,The Substance of Faith 
 

Voting is a Right, a Privilege & a Responsibility 
Absentee ballots are now being mailed to those who have re-
quested them. Please send in or drop off your absentee ballot 
(properly signed & witnessed) asap. If you prefer not to return 
your ballots by mail, secure drop-boxes, open 24 hours/7days a 
week, have been installed at City Hall and some neighborhood 
libraries including Washington Park, Capitol, Villard, Good 
Hope, East, King and Central. Voters can check that their ballot 
was received at myvote.wi.gov within days of deposit.  
 
Book Club is reading Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora 
Neale Hurston and will meet October 8, at 6 pm, in the rectory. 
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School News 
Ms. Tanya Reed is scheduled to join Saint Catherine's staff later 
this month. Ms. Reed brings a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence and will serve as a support teacher for K-5 through 2nd 
grade.  Our virtual and in-person learning is going well. 

Senior Ministry 
“Volunteering !me on a community service project can be 
par!cularly rewarding, and there are so many different causes 
and opportuni!es for just about any interest, and organiza-
!ons are eager for the help. There are plenty of books on the 
subject available online; try googling ‘Conscious aging’ or 
‘Third age of life’ to learn more. I hope you use this ar!cle as a 
springboard for discussions at home, in your church, in schools 
and in the community. Let’s work towards overcoming ageism 
and recognize that older adults have significant contribu!ons 
to make to society–just like the contribu!ons that they have 
made their en!re life. The world will be a be$er place to live 
for people of all ages when elders’ unique a$ributes and in-
sights are valued and u!lized in our society.”   Robert Best 
  
Sustainability Tip 
Learn more about your local businesses and organiza!ons 
these next two weeks, during Doors Open Milwaukee 2020. 
While it is virtual this year, it’s s!ll a great way to see how 
things work behind the scenes in your neighborhood and near-
by (for free!) that aren’t usually accessible to the public. Vis-
it historicmilwaukee.org/doors-open/ for virtual content rang-
ing from photos and videos to ac!vity booklets and tours at 
over 60 loca!ons in Milwaukee.  
 
Our Vincentians Ask for Your Prayers 
Today we celebrate the feast of St. Vincent de Paul, the patron 
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. We begin our month-long 
awareness series to inspire you to learn more about the  
Society and how the loving presence of God is found in service 
to the poor. Vincen!an members of our parish ask for your 
prayers to encourage them in their mission of following Christ 
through compassionate service to those in need.  
 
Endowment Fund Deadline is Wednesday 
Applica!on forms can be found on the website. If you have any 
ques!ons or to submit your applica!on, contact Carole Poth at 
the parish office, by mail or at cpoth@saintcatherine.org. 

 

Eucharis"c Liturgies are celebrated on Sundays at 9:00 am. 
Weekday Mass is at 8:30 am in church, T & Fr; at 8:15 am  
online from St. Sebas!an/Facebook, M-W 
 

For an Infant’s Bap"sm, contact the parish office during the 
prenatal !me to begin prepara!on. 
 

Those discerning a call to Marriage should contact the parish 
office at least six months prior to the wedding date. 
 

For Non-Infant Bap"sms, First Communion, First Reconcilia-
"on, Confirma"on and Informa"on about the Catholic 
Church, call the parish office. 
 

Confessions/Reconcilia"on –Schedule with Fr. Peter Patrick. 
 at 445-5115 for an appointment. 

Recovery Groups-All groups meet in the Community Ctr. 
AA:   Sunday 11:00 am AAA:   Thursday    7:00 pm 
          Tuesday         7:00 pm 
           Friday            6:30 pm   

Pray for Our Sick 
Maryl Barre$, Michael Barton, Carol & Joe Brien, Tom Cavanaugh, 
Annie Coleman, Chuck Cooney, Ellie Cunningham, Elaine Fernando, 
John Greiten, Barb Haig, Ernest Herre, Debbie Hintz, James Kru!na, 
Evelyn Mar!nez, Bev & Gerry Narus, Diane Neicheril, Steve O’Connell, 
Andréa Olds, Tom Plakut, David Pleskatcheck , Ron & Trudy Ranallo, 
Don Richards, Margaret Schmidt, Sr. Mary Ann Schmidt, Carmel Stage, 
Bill Steger, Larry Teufel, Nancy & Eduardo V, Kathy Zambo 
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M.H. General 
Cleaning

Available for Home & Office  

10 % off for 1st Cleaning w/ ad

- Affordable, Bonded and Insured - 

Call Maureen at

414-252-3550

 

BUNZEL’S OLD FASHIONED 
MEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats

Party Trays • Catering

Thank You For Supporting 
A Family Tradition

9015 W. BURLEIGH

873-7960

www.bunzelmeats.com

Jelacic 
  FUNERAL HOME

Jelacic Family owned  
& operated since 1946. 

An Affordable Catholic Choice

466-2134 
www.jelacicfuneralhome.com

Blamer’s 
Auto Repair, Inc.

7605 W. Center St. 

Wauwatosa, WI, 53222

(414) 258-2000

 

 

Sitzberger & Company, S.C. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

30 Years Experience 

Business & Personal Tax Returns 

Accounting & Auditing Services 

Estate Planning

611 N. Barker Road, Suite 200 

Brookfield • 262-860-1724

www.sitzberger.com

3260 N 126th Street 

Brookfield 
262.783.6000 
www.grossheating.com

For all your heating & cooling needs.

FREE Estimates • 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Reeds Furniture 
& Appliance

Sofas, Bedroom & 

Dining Room Sets 

 Available

Washer / Dryer

4909 W. Center Street 

414-449-1955

Thomas Jobin, CIA

Wilbert M. Bauer, EA, ATA 

J&M 
ACCOUNTING 

& TAX SERVICE
Computerized Financial Services

jmacct@tds.net

5714 W. Vliet St.                   (414) 453-3899 

Milwaukee, WI 53208   Fax: (414) 453-3907 

THE PERFECT PARTY Place!  
Book your party today!

414-374-6425 
bigheadbrewingco.com/parties

 
 

6204 W. State St. Wauwatosa

PARISHIONER SPECIAL 
BUY 1 PINT at full price & 
get 1 FREE, 1 per visit 

with this ad.

Open  
 Wed-Fri 

4pm-11pm 
Sat  

1pm-11pm

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


