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Connection 
     A!er the COVID-19 pandemic hit the country, all gatherings 
were canceled--even church gatherings. We were forced to  
think out of the box on how to connect with our parishioners 
back at their homes. We started live streaming Masses, and it 
was well appreciated because the parishioners felt connected 
with their parish. As a priest, it was tough presiding at Mass 
without a congrega"on. When things started opening slowly, a 
few people were allowed to a#end Mass with precau"ons. I 
would tes"fy that, a!er such a long "me, I was so emo"onal at 
my first Mass with people in a#endance. We are social beings 
and it is our nature to gather together. 
 

     Today’s reading theme is on connec"on. In the first reading 
from the Acts of the Apostles, we hear Barnabas defending Saul 
who had converted to “the Way” as a follower of Jesus. Barna- 
bas explained that Saul was now one of them, “connected” to 
them, not the one they knew before as a persecutor. In the 
gospel, Jesus says he is the true vine, and we are the branches.  
If we are connected to the vine, we will live.  
 

     Fruit is the excess, the overflow of life that a plant has taken 
into itself, producing more life. The plant with its branches 
doesn’t have to force itself to grow. It simply needs to be in the 
right place, the place that the gardener has prepared for it. As 
Chris"ans, we are the branches of the true vine, Christ, and  
we need to be a#ached to the vine so that we are able to 
produce fruit. Our fruits are our good deeds in life.  
 

     We remain connected to Jesus in three ways in par"cular:  
In gathering in his name, by listening to His Word, and by sharing 
His Body and Blood. During this "me of pandemic, most people 
have con"nued to be blessed by listening to the Word of God 
through live streaming. Two ways are missing for most people 
because they are not able to gather because of fear of ge&ng 
the COVID-19 virus. Jesus told His disciples, “Where two or three 
come together in my name, I am there with them” (Mt. 18:20). 
Those who are able to a#end Mass miss other social events that 
we normally hold in the parish because that’s what binds us 
together as a parish community.  
 

     Concerning ea"ng and drinking His Body and Blood, Jesus  
told his disciples, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood, 
lives in me, and I live in him” (Jn. 6:56). Most of the people  
who appreciated live-streamed Masses have missed receiving 
the Eucharist. They have felt disconnected from the vine. I 
encourage those who haven’t been to the church for a long  
"me to come back. A good number of people have received the 
vaccine, and the parish con"nues to follow all the guidelines  
for sani"zing and social distancing, so I assure you it is safe to 
gather as a community.                                       Fr. Peter Patrick 
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Mass Intentions & Scripture Readings   
Sunday, May 2  Fi!h Sunday of Easter 
 9:00 am  † Shirley and Henry Poth (Carole Poth) 
 Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30-32/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 
Monday, May 3  Sts. Phillip and James 
 8:30 am  Mass at St. Sebas"an 
 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Jn 14:6-14 
Tuesday, May 4 
 8:30 am † Bonnie Dougherty (Lieb Family)  
  Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11-13ab, 21/Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday, May 5 
 Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday, May 6  Na"onal Day of Prayer 
 Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11 
Friday, May 7 
 8:30 am  Communion Service 
 Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 & 12/Jn 15:12-17 
Sunday, May 9  Sixth Sunday of Easter (Mother’s Day)  
  9:00 am  † Dennis Brewer (Marge Brewer)  
 Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1-4 /1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 

Parish Of!ice … 445-5115 ... Fax 445-5198                                                  
9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Monday - Friday      
secretary@saintcatherine.org - ppkimani@saintcatherine.org 
cpoth@saintcatherine.org 
St. Sebas"an Office … 453-1061 
 

Parish Staff 
Rev. Peter Patrick Kimani, Pastor 
Ralph & Jane Kornburger, Deacon Couple 
Jon Metz, Adult & Young Adult Forma!on Minister 
Margaret Lee, Youth Minister and Human Concerns 
Joe Sheehan, Child Forma!on Minister 
Doug Sco#, Music Director 
Carole Poth, Director of Administra!on and Opera!ons 
Joann Perleberg, Director of Finances 
Sister Pat Russell, Parish Office Assistant 
 

Parish School            445-2846    Fax 445-0448 
Jade Co#rell, Principal       Office Open 7:30 am - 3:30 pm           
 

Parish Trustees 
Toni Wagner, Secretary - Mary Brooks, Treasurer 
 

Pastoral Council 
Brendan Holahan, Kathy Kent, Mary Krolikowski, Ma# 
Melendes, James Napper, Jessica Quintanilla,Lissete 
Quintanilla, Kris Reck, Brenda Scharping, Becky Troy 

Re!lections on this Sunday’s Readings 
 

     I am not a good gardener. Last year I tried to grow a patch 
of sunflowers. I planted seeds, watered them, and gave them 
much love. It was not un"l the middle of August when the 
patch had grown 3 feet high that my wife took pity on me and 
told me that I had been watering weeds all summer. I think 
she thought I was going to figure it out myself . . . which I did 
not. I tell you this as a cau"onary message to take my garden-
ing advice with a grain of salt, but I do love the imagery in this 
week’s Gospel from John.  
 

     In the gospel Jesus uses the image of the vine and the 
branches. He describes the necessity of pruning a plant be-
cause it is in the pruning process, the process of cu&ng back, 
that more fruit is yielded. It seems a li#le counterintui"ve. To 
receive more, one must cut back. I have been told by expert 
gardeners that this is true. Of course, this is a metaphor for 
our lives. We need to think about what branches need pruning 
in our lives so that we can bear fruit. The good news is we 
don’t venture into this discernment alone because we have 
Christ. In our discernment we hold on to the beau"ful image 
Jesus gives us, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
 

— What do you need to prune in your life? 
— How has your faith helped discern what needs pruning? 
— What fruit have you seen because of your pruning? 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, May 2      9:00 am  Mass (Church) 
Monday, May 3      7:00 pm  Pastoral Council (Virtual) 
Tuesday, May 4      8:30 am  Mass (Church) 
       9:00 am  Adult Forma"on (FKCC) 
Friday, May 7      8:30 am  Communion Service (Church) 
Saturday, May 8       9:00 am  Food Pantry (FKCC) 

Liturgical Ministers 
Sunday, May 2 - Fr. Larry 
                Lector       Debbie Servi 
Sunday, May 9 - Fr. Chuck 
                Lector Kathy Hazen 

       Summarized Parish Ac"vity through  3/31/21                 
                                                            Budget                    Actual 
Income from Envelopes             170,000                   134,087 
Other Income                                    32,400                     56,361 
Parish Expenses                             (231,800)                (182,820) 
 Net Income (loss) from Childcare  20,000                   (43,887)  

 Surplus (deficit) Budget vs. Actual  (9,400)                 (36,259) 

Adult Faith Formation 
 

Adult Forma"on is con"nuing through the month of May. We 
meet, socially  distant, in the Fr. Jack Kern Community Center 
a!er Mass (9 am) on Tuesdays. We will be offering a variety of 
short videos extending the topics introduced in “The Search”  
along  with Scripture study. The discussions are always lively 
and interes"ng. Please consider joining the group for one ses-
sion or as many as you wish. Contact Jon Metz at 453-1061 or 
jmetz@saintsebs.org for more informa"on. 
 
Pastoral Council Nominations  
In May, you will have the opportunity to self-nominate or 
iden"fy others who have the essen"al characteris"cs of a 
Council member. An insert in your monthly le#er offers details 
regarding the opportuni"es and responsibili"es of serving on 
St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council. This coming year will be espe-
cially exci"ng as we prepare for our Centennial. 



Mother’s Day Roses . . . 
will be available a!er Mass next Sunday, May 9, for $2 each. 
The proceeds will be used by the Wisconsin Right to Life Mil-
waukee Chapter for educa"onal purposes and to support preg-
nancy help centers. Remember Mom or Grand-mom with a red 
rose, the symbol of life. A memorial vase will be located in the 
outdoor Blessed Mother Shrine. Because of COVID-19 re-
stric"ons, please have exact amount of your dona"on ready.       
 

Common Ground’s Spring Delegates Assembly 
Plan to a#end the Assembly virtually, tomorrow, Monday, May 
3, 6-8 pm. Common Ground’s success in ge&ng out the vote 
for the November elec"on was phenomenal! The Assembly will 
present plans for future campaigns. Get a Zoom link at: com-
mongroundwi.na"onbuilder.com 
 

Silent Preached Midweek Retreat for Women 
”Living in Joyful Hope” will be the theme of the retreat at the 
Redemptorist Retreat Center, June 1-3, Tuesday, 4 pm, through 
Thursday, following the noon meal. Jennifer Christ, well-known 
author and retreat director, will lead the retreat. To register go 
to: redemptoristretreat.org or call 262-567-6900. The retreat 
center is located in Oconomowoc. Fee is $265. 
 

May’s Centennial Trivia Question  
Where was the first permanent worship space for St. Catherine 
Parish located? (Hint: the answer can be found on our web-
site.) The correct answer to April’s Centennial Trivia Ques"on: 
Name the priests who served at both St. Catherine’s and the 
parishes that formed Blessed Trinity is: Fr. Joe Aufdermauer, 
Fr. Joe Juknialis and Fr. Charlie Wester. Thanks to those who 
responded: Mary Brooks, Mary Krolikowski, Eileen Scheer and 
Bernade#e Davel. Bernade#e named all three priests correctly. 
 

Re!lections of Faith . . . 
 is YOUR faith voice. Consider how the Gospel influences your 
understanding - and prac"ce - of simplicity. How can the prac-
"ce of a simple lifestyle enrich your life? What saint, living or 
dead, is your model of simplicity? Send your reflec"ons to sec-
retary@saintcatherine.org. The deadline is Monday, May 24.  
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School News 
Students completed the Forward Exam this week. This next 
week, Map tes"ng will begin. Gina Snyder, communica"ons 
director for Seton Schools, is contac"ng former students to 
look at how well St. Catherine School prepared them for high 
school. This informa"on will help us evaluate our curriculum.

Senior Ministry 
No one escapes pain, fear, and suffering. Yet from pain can 
come wisdom, from fear can come courage, from suffering can 
come strength - if we have the virtue of resilience.”  Eric Greitens  
The seemingly unremi&ng COVID pandemic has taken a toll on 
all of us. In addi"on to the o!en-devasta"ng physical conse-
quences, it has had a detrimental impact on every aspect of 
life.  More recently, experts are focusing on the psychological 
and emo"onal trauma caused by both the virus and the re-
stric"ons necessary to reduce the spread.  (More on this sub-
ject in future columns.)   Robert Best 
 
Sustainability Tip 
With Mother’s Day just around the corner, let’s consider hon-
oring and celebra"ng the suppor"ve mothers and mother-
figures in our lives while keeping Mother Nature in mind — a 
houseplant instead of cut flowers, a home-cooked meal, sup-
port for her hobbies or help to cul"vate new ones, a memory 
keepsake -be it a photo scrapbook, slideshow, or music album 
of her favorite songs. Visit: terrapass.com/blog/eco-friendly-
mothers-day or justenergy.com/blog/eco-friendly-ideas-for-
mothers-day/ for more ideas.  
 
Facing Racism 
“May we choose to respond with civility and respect for the 
dignity of all of our brothers and sisters, as we con"nue the 
work of roo"ng out all injus"ces and systemic racism in our 
society.” Cardinal Wilton Gregory 
 

Sherman Park’s Bloom and Groom Plant Sale 
If you have pre-ordered plants, you may pick them up at Sher-
man Park, Saturday, May 22, from 10:30 "ll noon. Addi"onal 
plants will be available for those who did not order. 
 

Book Club is reading “When We Believed in Mermaids” by 
Barbara O’Neal and will meet virtually, Friday, May 14, at 6:30. 

Recovery Groups-All groups meet in the Community Ctr. 
AA:   Sunday 11:00 am AAA:   Thursday    7:00 pm 
          Tuesday         6:30 pm 
           Friday            6:30 pm   

Pray for Our Sick 
Maryl Barre#, Michael Barton, Carol & Joe Brien, Tom Cavanaugh, 
Annie Coleman, Chuck Cooney, Ellie Cunningham, Barb Haig, Ernest 
Herre, Marianne Hondel, James Kru"na, Evelyn Mar"nez, Bev Narus, 
Diane Neicheril, Steve O’Connell, Andréa Olds, Tom Plakut, David 
Pleskatcheck, Ron & Trudy Ranallo, Don Richards, Margaret Schmidt, 
Sr. Mary Ann Schmidt, Doug Sco#, Carmel Stage, Bill Steger, David 
Teufel, Larry Teufel, Nancy & Eduardo V, Kathy Zambo 

 

Eucharis"c Liturgies are celebrated on Sundays at 9:00 am. 
Weekday Mass is at 8:30 am in church, T & F; at St. Sebas"an, 
8:30 am, M. 
 

For an Infant’s Bap"sm, contact the parish office during the 
prenatal "me to begin prepara"on. 
 

Those discerning a call to Marriage should contact the parish 
office at least six months prior to the wedding date. 
 

For Non-Infant Bap"sms, First Communion, First Reconcilia-
"on, Confirma"on and Informa"on about the Catholic 
Church, call the parish office. 
 

Confessions/Reconcilia"on –Schedule with Fr. Peter Patrick 
 at 445-5115 for an appointment. 

        

         We welcome into our faith community 
 

                        Lucas Ralph Garhart 
 
 

               May we, as  a loving community,  
    support him and his family in their faith journey. 
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M.H. General 
Cleaning

Available for Home & Office  

10 % off for 1st Cleaning w/ ad

- Affordable, Bonded and Insured - 

Call Maureen at

414-252-3550

 

BUNZEL’S OLD FASHIONED 
MEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats

Party Trays • Catering

Thank You For Supporting 
A Family Tradition

9015 W. BURLEIGH

873-7960

www.bunzelmeats.com

Jelacic 
  FUNERAL HOME

Jelacic Family owned  
& operated since 1946. 

An Affordable Catholic Choice

466-2134 
www.jelacicfuneralhome.com

Blamer’s 
Auto Repair, Inc.

7605 W. Center St. 

Wauwatosa, WI, 53222

(414) 258-2000

 

 

3260 N 126th Street 

Brookfield 
262.783.6000 
www.grossheating.com

For all your heating & cooling needs.

FREE Estimates • 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Reeds Furniture 
& Appliance

Sofas, Bedroom & 

Dining Room Sets 

 Available

Washer / Dryer

4909 W. Center Street 

414-449-1955

Thomas Jobin, CIA

Wilbert M. Bauer, EA, ATA 

J&M 
ACCOUNTING 

& TAX SERVICE
Computerized Financial Services

jmacct@tds.net

5714 W. Vliet St.                   (414) 453-3899 

Milwaukee, WI 53208   Fax: (414) 453-3907 

Contact Jeff Tallman to place an 
ad today! jtallman@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2456


